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Ohio 
C O U N T Y : 

Wayne 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

iAY 2 R 
1. NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Z i m m e r m a n , Ezekie l B . , Octagon House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

|2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

State Route 57 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

M a r s h a l l v i l l e v i c i n i t y 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

16 - Ralph Regula 
S T A T E 

Ohio 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Wayne 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

Ohio 039 

C O U N T Y : 

Wayne 169 
3. CLASSfFICATION 

E 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 

• Si te Q St ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

B P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

I I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

^ 2 Occup ied 

[ I U n o c c u p i e d 

I 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

[ J R e s t r i c t e d 

I 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

(29 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I 1 En te r ta inmen t 

I 1 Governmen t 

I I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I 1 Museum 

• Pork 

P r i v o t e Res idence 

r n R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

[ 1 Tronsportation 

• Other (Specify) 

{ 1 Comments 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Bury II 
111 

IU 

S T R . E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Route I Box 172 
«/» C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Marshallvi l le 
S T A T E : C O D E C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Marshallvi l le Ohio 039 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Wayne County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Northwest Public Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Wooster 

RjE^RESeNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Ohio 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • F e d e r a l • State 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 



)7. DESCRIPTION ^ 
(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t S Good • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 
C O N D I T I O N 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d H U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved Or i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This is an eight-sided red b r i c k house in the Octagon mode, wi th 
ornamental de ta i l in the Eastlake s tyle . Each of the eight sides meas­
ures 17-1/2 feet , and the house has two and a half s tories plus a 
cupola. The ex te r io r wal ls are three b r i cks th ick , and more than 
99, 000 b r i cks were used, a l l of which were made on the p roper ty . 
Special ly-made br icks f o r m the 135° ex te r io r angles of the octagon. 
On the ground f l o o r a wooden porch extends around fou r sides, wi th 
charac te r i s t ic Eastlake incised ornament and brackets . The f l o o r has 
been replaced once and the ra i l ings were removed years ago. The 
porch ce i l ing was plaster on lath, but is now deter iorated. The w i n ­
dows have p la in hor izon ta l stone l in te l s . The roof has four gables, 
one on every other side. It retains the o r i g i n a l red t i n sheathing wi th 
standing seams, and creates its own gutter system by curving upward 
at the edges. A t the center there is an octagonal cupola wi th a round-
arched window on each side. The cupola roof r<|peats the four -gabled 
f o r m of the ma in roof . Or ig ina l ly there were fou r chimneys, of which 
three r ema in . On the east side of the house is a wooden one-room 
addit ion which was used as a ki tchen, and added soon a f te r the comp­
le t ion of the house. 

The rooms of the f i r s t f l o o r are ar ranged in a radiat ing plan 
around the center s t a i r w e l l . The entrance ha l l faces the southwest, and 
leads, i n a c lockwise d i rec t ion , to the f r o n t p a r l o r (or l i b r a r y ) , a side 
p a r l o r (connected to the l i b r a r y by a large three-paneled fo ld ing door) , 
a back p a r l o r , and the dining room which connects again wi th the 
entrance h a l l . A pantry off the dining room connects wi th the ki tchen 
addit ion, and there is another ki tchen entrance f r o m the back p a r l o r . 
The woodwork is che r ry wi th late nineteenth century carved designs. 
There is wainscoting i n the dining room. 

The cent ra l s t a i r w e l l is square in shape and has masonry bearing 
wa l l s . The s p i r a l s ta i rway goes up to the a t t ic . A sma l l lavatory was 
added under the s ta i rs on the f i r s t f l o o r . The second f l o o r has four 
bedrooms connected by the center ha l l , and a large t r i angula r bathroom 
off one bedroom. The f r o n t bedroom has two large closets or dressing 
rooms, one on either side. The woodwork is some sor t of f r u i t wood 
and ve ry s imple i n design. 

The at t ic is unf inished and has a separate entrance to the cupola. 
A skyl ight f o r m s the f l o o r of the cupola. The pegged beam supports 
of the cupola can be seen between the chimneys which bend at an angle. 
One chimney was removed at the f l o o r leve l to support a large water 
tank f o r a g rav i ty water f l o w system. There are no f i rep laces i n the 
house. The basement has two large rooms . The f l o o r s are b r i c k . The 
stone foundation has special ly shaped stones f o r the corners . The 
cen t ra l furnace was ins ta l led i n 1896. With the exception of the lavatory 
addit ion, there have been no impor tan t a l terat ions to the bui ld ing. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

Z 

o 

t / t 

z 

IU 

IU 

«/) 

PERIOD Ccheck One or More as Appropriate) 

[~1 P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

S 1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 f h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATElS) (II Applicable and Known) 1883 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n o l • Educo t i on P o l i t i c a l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c • • Engi neer i ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i . / 

• H i s t o r i c • 1 ndus try losophy / 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e • I nven t i on • Science i Q 

Scu lp tu re 1 5cl A r c h i t e c t u r e • L a n d s c a p e • 

Science i Q 

Scu lp tu re 1 

• Art A r c h i t e c t u r e Soc io l /HumOT-

I 1 Commerce • L i t e r a t u r e i t o r i o n \ 1 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons • M i l i t a r y • T h e a t e r \ 

1 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mus ic • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Z i m m e r m a n house is a r a r e and unusual va7Ta!fef of the 
Octagon mode. B u i l t a lmost twenty years a f t e r the height of the 
fashion was past, i ts f o u r steep gables and Eastlake ornament seem 
to make i t v i r t u a l l y unique. The bui lder Ezekie l B , Z i m m e r m a n was 
an unusually en te rpr i s ing and well-educated man, and apparently 
designed the house h imse l f , 

Z i m m e r m a n ' s fa ther , Ezekie l Z i m m e r m a n , was brought w i th 
his f a m i l y f r o m Pennsylvania to Chippewa Township i n 1812 at the 
age of f o u r . In 1843 he m a r r i e d his second wi fe Rachel (Rebecca 
according to the county m a r r i a g e records) Ann McCle l l an , and 
Ezekie l B . was born in 1848. The son graduated f r o m high school 
and attended Smi thv i l l e Academy, He la ter received a ce r t i f i ca t e 
a f t e r complet ing a correspondence course f r o m the Chautauqua 
Correspondence School. He m a r r i e d Frances Hess i n 1877. His fa ther 
owned approximate ly 320 acres at the locat ion where the house was 
to be bui l t , at the t ime of his death i n 1876. I t is believed that Z i m ­
m e r m a n and a loca l carpenter planned the house, consulting only an 
a r ch i t ec tu ra l book. The f l o o r plan is bas ica l ly the one described 
in Section V of Orson F o w l e r ' s A Home f o r A l l . The "beaut i fu l ly 
located and a t t rac t ive dwe l l ing" was completed i n 1883, and numerous 
outbuildings shor t ly the rea f t e r . 

Z i m m e r m a n was a p rogress ive f a r m e r , bui lding a greenhouse 
and planting r a r e and impor ted t rees . He also served as a Chippewa 
Township t rustee and as a school d i r ec to r , was a member of the 
Baptis t Church and a Republican in p o l i t i c s . The house was one of 
the f i r s t in the area to have cen t ra l heating, ins ta l led in 1896, and 
e l ec t r i c i t y f r o m a Delco E lec t r i c Plant . 

A f t e r passing to his second son Ernest in 1937, the house 
remained in the Z i m m e r m a n f a m i l y u n t i l 1973. It is undergoing 
res tora t ion by the present owners . 

3 ' - ' 1* ' 



f» . MAJOR BtBLIOGRAPWCAL REFERENCES 

), son of bui lder , by In te rv iew wi th Ernest Z i m m e r m a n (1888-
Gordon Bury . 

H i s to ry of Wayne County, Ohio (Indianapolis, 1910), I I , 1410-1411. 
Caldwell ' s At las of Wayne County (Sunbury, O. , 1873), 71. 
Wayne County Proper ty Records. 
O. S. Fowle r , A Home f o r A l l (New York , 1854). . 

10 OEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U DE 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

LONGI T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L P N G I T J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T h t i L t i v i T Z R P O I N 1 O F A P r t O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

40 ° 55 • 22 ' 

Z E N 
17 435740 .450230 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

81 ° . 45 ' 47 " 

'PROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: TwO aCTeS ''fS" 3 ^ ' ( / ^ 

j L IST A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S FOR P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E OR CJIWII i p _B,UU.yp A RI ES 
m 
m 

COUN TY 

p . FORM PREPARED BY 
N AME A N D T I T L E : 

E r i c Johannesen, P rese rva t ion i s t 
O R G A N l Z A T I O N W T E 

Western Reserve H i s t o r i c a l Society September 1974 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

10825 East Boulevard 

n 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Cleveland 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

N a t i o n a l • S t a t e ^ ^ o c a \ • 

Name 

Date 

Ohio 039 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Ollice of Archeology and Historic Preaervation 

D i f e 

A T T E S T : 

Keeper of ThiNational Register 

Date IIAY 22 1975 

•ft U.S. G O V E R N M E N T PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 



Property 
mme rman, E z e k i e l B., Octagon House 

State Working N u m b e r ^ ^ .^^^ 

^ 5 0 0 3 

TECHNICAL 
Photos ^  
Maps / 

C O N T ^ ^ 

... 

HISTORIAN 

XORIAN ARCHITECTURAL HI 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

HAY 22 1975 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry 

Send-back 
Re-submit 

Entered ^ - 1975 

I N T : 2 1 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 

















Interstate 71 and 17th Avenue 

Che Ohio historical society ohio historical center colombus. ohio 

March 7, 1975 

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th 5 C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Transmitted herewith are fifteen (15) completed National Register forms. 
A l l have been approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory 
Board and owners of subject properties have been informed of our intent 
to register. 

RE-SUBMISSIONS: 

Perrysburg Historic D i s t r i c t , Wood Co. (retumed 11/73) 

NEW SUBMISSIONS: 

Windsor Mills Christ Church Episcopal, Ashtabula Co. 
Holloway Mound Archaeological D i s t r i c t , Butler Co. 
Williamson Mound Archaeological Di s t r i c t , Butler Co. 
Lagonda Club Building (Chamber of Commerce Building), Clark Co. 
Ballard Road Covered Bridge, Greene Co. 
Dean Family Farm, Greene Co. 
Bennett, George, House, Hamilton Co. 
Broadwell, Cyrus, House (Broadwell-Jones House), Hamilton Co. 
Armstrong M i l l (Harrison-Landers House), Hamilton Co. 
Mathew Mound, Hamilton Co. 
Phoenix Mills, Huron Co. 
Wadsworth, Frederick, House, Portage Co. 
Stark County Courthouse and Annex, Stark Co. V 
Zimmerman, Ezekiel B., Octagon House, Wayne Co. 

Sincerely, 

8727 

4e6-4Bfifl 

Charles C. Pratt, Acting Director 
Acting State Historic Preservation Officer 

CP/glk 
enclosures 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE OHIO 

Date Entered 

Name 

Y..cColly Covorod Bridge 

Lagonda Club Buildin9 

Brown, Charles, Gothic cottago 

Lz~rman, l::zekiel B., Ootagon House 

Phoenix Mills . 

Hon. Robert Taft, Jr. 
ticm. John B .. Glenn, Jr. 
Ilr'...n. 'l'enny£)01\ Guyer 
Uon. Clt • .rcmm:i J. Di:ov.n 
Hon. Tho;rJ.ts n. I~dr.sf'.lG 

non. Clarenco E. lliller 
Hon. J. '\'iill:Lr...m Stanton 
lk)!.1. Ilalph s. r~equla 
non. Jo:ui H. Ashbrook 
Hen. Jn.mes v. Stanton 

Also Notified 

Regional Direcoor. t1id,,.·ar;t nPlYi ,-," 

Location 

Dloon Center vicinity 
Loc;an Cou.nty 

r.pd.ngfi0ld 
Cl:-irk co~nt.y 

nutler county 

nalt:int0r~ vi.d '1! ty 
Fld..rZield County 

north. Bloo:'lfield 
Tnwll.mll Cotmty 

Marshullville vicinity 
\'~yne COU.'1t.Y 

Steuben vicinity, Groenfuuu 
'.ro'l-:nship 

Hu:-on CO'.lnty 

Clove land 
Ctlyahoga county 

State Historic Prosorvation Officer 
Dr. ~·ho:m1a H. SmiUl 
Dirnctor 
'l.11~ Ohio Hiatorical Society 
:rntersta.ta ~/l at 17th Avouuo 
Colw:.wus * Ohio 43211 
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