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The "Old School Privy", Building #8 on the Genoa 
Landmark Survey i s a simple but elegant building *-
designed in a l l the detail and high style of the s 
late Victorian architectural period known as 
Romanesque Revival. The style was popular in our 
area in the prosperous period following the C i v i l 
War, when the Northwest Territory was becoming a 3-
social and economic influence in the nation. 

The major recognizable elements of this style are 
round arched openings often in brick and rusticated 
stone work. This example i s built of the local soft 
orange brick with rusticated stone trim, probably 
from local limestone quarries. The stone i s ornamental 
and practical because of i t s use in heavy wear areas 
such as the water table, slab steps, thresholds, and 
s i l l s . The ornamental characteristics are the Rusticated 
dressing of the stone surface and i t s use say as the 
spring blocks of the arches over the doors. 

The straight forward rectangular plan was divided into 
four separate t o i l e t rooms, two for students and two 
for faculty, each with a separate door. There are 
two doors in each of the gabled ends of the building, 
each with a five paneled door and fan light transom 
over. Higher in each gable are two quarter part round 
arches that contained wooden louvers for ventilation. 
Each elevation i s symmetrically balanced. This 
symmetry was carried to the extent of constructing a 
false chimney on the opposite end from the usable one 
that vented the pot belly stove. 

The fine quality of design in this rather humble 
building reflects the stong pride that the Genoa area 
had in building i t s c i v i c buildings in the 1870's 
and 80's. 

Michael R. Barthold, Landmark designer 
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This structure i s significant as the largest and 
most elegant privy in the county, i f not the region, 
to survive to the present. I t served the f i r s t 
brick school which was built in 1870, now replaced 
by a newer building on the same s i t e . 

The privy i s representative of the quality 
architecture which reflects the early development 
of c i v i c pride in Genoa, incorporated in 1868. 
The paternal priority of thinking of the village 
fathers i s implied by the order of building 
other significant village buildings. The Grist 
Mill ih 1872 and the Town Hall in 1885. 

Although small comfort stations were once erected 
at major crossroads throughout the Northwest 
Territory, few were ever as significant as this 
one in Genoa. -

In restoring this l i t t l e building the Genoa Area 
Bicentennial Commission plans to put i t to i t s 
original use as a rest stop, and thus draw 
community attention to the beauty and significance 
of the oldest and smallest brick public structure 
in the school d i s t r i c t . 
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Genoa 
12 STATE LIAISON OFFfCER CfeRTfFtCATION 

Ohio 43430 
NATIONAL ReOlStER VERJFIGATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Î avu 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State • Local 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

Director , Of f ice of Archeology and H i s t o r i c P reserva t ion 
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TitieState Historic Preservation Office r 
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, D E L B E R T I , . L A T T A COMMITTEEBJ 
STH pis;r i i icT, O H I O ' . R U L E S 

* • '.' • • •• ' • BUDGET 

Paalpitgtmt, ^ . C 20515 

July 18, 1975 , 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
1100 "L" Street, Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: * 

Recently I was contacted by a constituent, 
Mrs. Aldo Bergman, 647 Main Street, Genoa, Ohio 43430, 
regarding the desire of the City of Genoa to have an 
historic building in their town named an official 

' landmark. The l i t t l e brick and stone building, which 
served the first school, was built in 1870 in Romanesque 
Revival architecture. 

I understand this project has been submitted 
through the State of Ohio to the National Register 
of Historic Places. Therefore, I urge you to 
seriously consider i t for designation as an official 
landmark in Ohio. 

. I would appreciate being kept abreast of the 
: status of this request. 

With kind personal regards, I remain 

V : , Sincerely yours. 

DLLrjes %, 

L. LATTA 
Representative to Congress 
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Hon. Robwrt l!a£t, Ar« Dr. ISMMMI H. SMltlk 
Hon. D«lb«rt Zi. Latta BicMtwr 
Regional Diraotor, Midwest Vba Oliio Histovloal Sooiaty 

Region Xtttairatata 71 at 17th Kmum 
GoltKBibus, Ohio 43211 
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•A" ; AUG 111975 

Reia»rid>l« Delbert L . Latta 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 

•«ear Mr. Lattat • ^ • J / „ ' -

Thanl: you for your letter cm iMlialf of Mtin Bergnan concernim 
nonination of the Old School PrivvJ.n Genoa, Ohio, to the l<iational 
Register of Historic Places. ' . v . . : • ; • • 

We are pleased to advise you that tho Old School Privy was entered la H ' * 
the National Register on July 31, 1975. The enclosed aaterial describea^• 
the National Register and its grant-in-aid program, Mational Registwr. , » 
properties arc eligible to be considered for matching grants-in-aid • ,* 
i f part of an approved State historic preservation plan. For further 
infornation concerning applications for grants-in-aid, ^trs, Bergoaa •:!; 
nay wish to consult the Ohio State Historic Preservation Officer, 
Dr. Thomas H. Smith, Director, The Ohio Historical Society, Interstate 
71 at 17th Avenue, Coluabus, Ohio 43211* 

We appreciate your interest in historic preservatioiu ; 
A. 

it 

{, X 

' i I t 
Sincerely yours. 

ociate 
rector 

Enclosures • :i.f, " 

bcc: 
Dr. Thomas H, Smith ^ 
Director : ,, 
The Ohio Historical Society ^ S 
Interstate 71 at 17th Aven«ifi " 
Columbus, Olio 43211) w/c of inc. 

Regional Director, Midwest Region) w/c of inc. 
Director's Reading File 
DI / P / PH / PR) / L-Dr. Curry) 

FNP:J MiiMpi:mC:8/S/7S 
ASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR) 

/ LS-TWood-dir's Chron. 

31 
•--is 

4*' -



HEET 
d a t e of e n t r y : I ( ^ c o u n t y c o d e : 

^NPS REGiOHf 

• FEDERAL. 

^^tiam NATiiHiu lEcisnR mm\z mmtft mi* tmmx mmn mmt,^ 
if state wj 

MC3L 
• LOCAL 

^ C O N D I T I O N S^teriorated 
• excellent • ru ins 
• good • unexp osed 
• fair • unexoavated 

• altered Oflrri|rinal site 
QlTnaltered • moved 
• reconstructed Dunknown 
• excavated 

( ^ f e a t u r e s - . ^̂ SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 a-Q^UBSTANTIALlY INTACT-2 wDSUBSTANTIAlLY INTACT-3 
£ • HOT INTACT-O 
o: 
>:f^UNKN0WN-5 
S o NOT APPLICABLE-8 

© • N O T INTACT-O 

>^nUNKN0WN-4 
^•NOT APPLICABLE-7 

©•NOT INTACT-O 
>QlTfrKN0WN-6 
2 D NOT APPLICABLE-9 

A C C E S S & < E S - R e s t r i c t e d • Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • N o A c c e s s • U n k n o w n @ADAPTIVEUSE DYES B S ? @ SAVED? D Y E S I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? • yes B t t C 

^ l A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E : 
• ARCHEOLOGY-pretiistorlc-2 DCOMMERCE-B 

• ARCHEOLDGY-historic-l • COMMUNICATIONS • 

D AGRICULTURE-3 D CONSERVATION-8 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 D ECONOMICS-9 
• ART-5 D EDUCATION-IO 

DENGINEERING-II 
DENTERTAINMENT-26 
• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTH-27 

• INDUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION-U 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 

• LAW-16 
• LITERATURE-17 

• MILITARY-18 
• MUSIC- 19 

• PHILOSOPHYVO iY\20 

• P0LITICS/G0VT.-21 DRECREATION̂  

• REllGION-22 B^ETTLEMEI 

• SCIENCE- 23 01IRBAN PLANNl)lf-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL / CULTURAL: 
B̂ TRANSPORTATIOI 

RAL:iO 

^ C L A I M S : explain 
^ f i r s t ' ^ 

• oldest* D 

'only' • 

^functions 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY: 

t d a t e s af Initial construction: 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

. E T H N I C G R O U P 
' A S S O C I A T I O N 

) architectural style(s): architect imaster builder: jiengineOT: 

^landscape architect / c^arden designer: 

N N A M E S give role & date 
PEDSONAL: 

interior decorator: artist: k artisan: ^builder/contractor: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP ^r\C+l.j ^VOirvfc-h"*!^ \ \^YVj , rTSCS^^tAldr, <^^h\eA mop ^tfi.'r^nor ahim<^e>J • i\/rtM ^'S/UJL 

County's l arges t and most elegant pr ivg0 ref leLt iu^; ear ly dcvalopEiE/{ii uT Luwn pi i ite/'l l iruugh qual i ty ftf da&ipii —-
and conotructionr'used by adjacent schoolhouse and as one of the crossroads comfoi^^t stat ions common ir^he Northwest 
T e r r i t / b r y ; restoration^a som^ort s ta t ion planned. ., , 

r e v i e w e r s i m t i a l « fjt k X\ dat«> I I F A D D I T I O N A L SPACE N E E D E D . N U M B E R & P U T O N R E V E R S E I 


