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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

The "0ld School Privy", Building #8 on the Genoa
Landmark Survey is a simple but elegant building
designed in all the detail and high style of the
late Victorian architectural period known as
Romanesque Revival. The style was popular in our
area in the prosperous period following the Civil
War, when the Northwest Territory was becoming a
social and economic influence in the nation.

The major recognizable elements of this style are

round arched openings often in brick and rusticated

stone work. This example is built of the local soft
orange brick with rusticated stone trim, probably

from local limestone quarries. The stone is ornamental
and practical because of its use in heavy wear areas

such as the water table, slab steps, thresholds, and
sills. The ornamental characteristics are the rusticated
dressing of the stone surface and its use say as the
spring blocks of the arches over the doors.

The straight forward rectangular plan was divided into
four separate toilet rooms, two for students and two
for faculty, each with a separate door. There are

two doors in each of the gabled ends of the building,
each with a five paneled door and fan light transom
over. Higher in each gable are two guarter part round
arches that contained wooden louvers for ventilation.
Each elevation is symmetrically balanced. This
symmetry was carried to the extent of constructing a
false chimney on the opposite end from the usable one
that vented the poet belly stove.

The fine quality of design in this rather humble
building reflects the stong pride that the Genoa area
had in building its civic buildings in the 1870's

and 80's.

Michael R. Barthold, Landmark designer
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

one in Genoa,

in the school district,

This structure is significant as the largest and
most elegant privy in the county, if not the region,
to survive to the present. It served the first
brick school which was built in 1870, now replaced
by a newer building on the same site.

The privy is representative of the quality
architecture which reflects the early development
of civic pride in Genoa, incorporated in 1868,
The paternal priority of thinking of the village
fathers is implied by the order of building

other significant village buildings. The Grist
Mill in:1872 and the Town Hall in 1885.

Although small comfort stations were once erected
at major crossroads throughout the Northwest
Territory, few were ever as significant as this

In restoring this little building the Genoa Area
Bicentennial Commission plans to put it to its
original use as a rest stop, and thus draw
community attention to the beauty and significance
of the oldest and smallest brick public structure
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« DELBERT L,. LATTA COMMITTEES:
SrH DisTRICT, OHIO RULES

“ Uongress of the Hnited States
House of Representutives
Mashington, B.C. 20515

July 18, 1975

‘ s+

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
1100 "L" Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Recently I was contacted by a constituent,
Mrs. Aldo Bergman, 647 Main Street, Genoa, Ohio 43430,
regarding the desire of the City of Genoa to have an
historic building in their town named an official
landmark. The Tittle brick and stone building, which
served the first school, was built in 1870 in Romanesque
Revival architecture.

I understand this project has been submitted
through the State of Ohio to the National Register
of Historic Places. Therefore, I urge you to
seriously consider it for designation as an official
landmark in Ohio.

I would appreciate being kept abreast of the
status of this request.

With kind personal regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

i

ELBERT L. LATTA
Representative to Congress
DLL:jes
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July 25, 1975

Honorable Delbert L. lLatta

Veninghan, B8,

Dear Mr. Latta:
!u“h“”“ﬁmﬂ

Aldo Berguan concerning natiomal recognition of
.Mumwxmm

:r- your interest in this matter and will
amwumm

Gary Everbardt

1S  (2)) w/incoming
FNP: CRBraxton: crb: 7-25-T75



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE __ omge
Date Entered JUL 31 W19

Name Location
The 014 School Privy Genoa
Ottawa County

Also Notified

Hon. John H. Glenn, Jr. State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Robert Taft, Jr. Dr. Thomas H., Smith
Hon. Delbert L. latta Director
Regional Director, Midwest The Ohio Historical Society
Region Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue
Mom 43211
MMott/rw 8/4/75

! PR
INT: 2950-75
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Honmorable Delbert L, Latta
House of Representatives
u"mm' D.C.

Dear Mr. Latta:

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Mrs. Aldo Bergman concerning
nomination of the Old School Pri n Genoa, Ohie, to the National
Register of Hi ¢ Places.

We are pleased to advise you that the Old School Privy was entered in
the National Register on July 31, 1975. The enclosed material describes
the National Register and its gramt-in-aid program, Natiomal Register
properties are eligible to be considered for matching grants-in-aid

if part of an approved State historic preservation plan., For further
information concerning applications for grants-in-aid, Mrs. Bergman

may wish to consult the Ohio State Historic Preservation Officer,

Dr. Thomas H. Smith, Director, The Ohio Historical Society, Interstate
71 at 17th Avemue, Columbus, Ohio 43211,

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation.

Sincerely yours,

Eraest Allen gennally
F%fccie%e
rector

Enclosures
bee:
Dr. Thomas H. Smith i
Director X >
The Ohio Historical Society ,
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43211) w/c of inc. . [

Regional Director, Midwest Region) w/c of inc.
Director's Reading File
DI / P/ PH / PR) / L-Dr, Curry) /

cZYC Kt
FNP:J :0aC:8/5/75

/ LS-TWood-dir's Chron.

ASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR)
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