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17. DESCRtPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

E x c e l l e n t • Good • F a i r • De fe r i o ro ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

fChecIc One j 

A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved 5?] Or i g i n o l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n , ) P H - V - S I - C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Troy Public Square i s the commercial hub o f t h i s t h r i v i n g 
r u r a l county seat and market town of 17,187 people. O r i g i n a l l y 
p l a t t e d i n 180 8 t o be the Court House Square, i t l o s t i t s 
courthouse t o West Main Street i n 1841. The Square has 
evolved i n t o a t r a f f i c c i r c l e w i t h a small f o u n t a i n park i n 
the center and parking areas i n the fou r corners. Six o f 
the seven b u i l d i n g s t h a t f l a n k the gateways i n t o the Square 
are p i v o t a l t o the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , one a t the east gateway 
south side i s a t w e n t i e t h century bank b u i l d i n g of no 
s i g n i f i c a n c e but not a notable i n t r u s i o n , and the e i g h t h 
s i t e a t the west gateway n o r t h side i s a small c i t y park which 
replaces a b u i l d i n g destroyed by f i r e i n 1970. The b u i l d i n g s 
of the d i s t r i c t are w i t h few exceptions constructed of b r i c k 
t h a t has been painted and have boxed cornices w i t h f r i e z e 
and brackets. 

On the northwest corner o f the North Market Street 
c o r r i d o r i s the three s t o r y Mayo-Harter B u i l d i n g o f 1848, 
the e l d e s t appearing o f the p i v o t a l s t r u c t u r e s . The store 
f r o n t s have been modernized but w i t h o u t extensive use of 
a r t i f i c i a l m a t e r i a l s . Commercial renovation i s contemplated. 
The painted b r i c k facade of f i v e bays on the Square and the 
Market St r e e t side of f o u r bays have mixed 6/6 and 2/2 double 
hung sash windows w i t h s h u t t e r s , stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s . 
The gable faces the Square w i t h a boxed c o r n i c e , f r i e z e 
and r e t u r n s . Four i n t e r i o r chimneys are spaced along the 
w a l l . The n o r t h w a l l has a s t r a i g h t gable w i t h f l a r e d ends 
and one i n t e r i o r chimney r i g h t o f the r i d g e . 

The northeast corner has the Buckeye B u i l d i n g . This 
f l a t roofed s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t c. 1847 and renovated i n 1871. 
The store f r o n t on the Square has been butchered; however, 
on Market Street i t s t i l l has some a u t h e n t i c i t y . The n o r t h 
four bays on Market Street have received a v a r i g a t e d p a i n t i n g 
d e t r i m e n t a l t o the o v e r a l l appearance of the s t r u c t u r e . The 
facade o f f e r s seven bays on each face o f mixed 2/2 and 1/1 
double hung sash windows t h a t have Eastlake head molds. The 
eaves are boxed cornice w i t h f r i e z e and elongated p a i r e d 
s c r o l l saw brackets w i t h pendant. A p a i r o f i n t e r i o r side 
chimneys show on the Square. 

The n o r t h c o r r i d o r beyond the Mayo-Harter B u i l d i n g i s 
"Commercial Row," a block o f minor shops b u i l t i n p a r t around 
1839, a f t e r the f i r e of 1824. The row has r e c e n t l y been 
r e h a b i l i t a t e d . On the west are two b u i l d i n g s then a landscaped 
c i t y parking l o t . Water Street j u s t h a l f a block from the 
Miami River Bridge terminates the D i s t r i c t . 

To the east we have the three s t o r y plus mansard 
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(Number all entries) Troy P u b l l c Square. 
2. L o c a t i o n . 

Verbal D e s c r i p t i o n : The d i s t r i c t i n c l u d 
d i r e c t l y f a c i n g on the Square, less the 
sion a t the southwest corner, plus the b 
Market Street to the corner of Water Str 
Main Street t o the corner of Mulberry St 
excepting i n s t r u s i o n s a t nos. 100,113,11 
Market Str e e t t o the corner o f F r a n k l i n 
excepting i n t r u s i o n s at nos. 15 and 17; 
to Cherry Street (nos. 2-12). The d i s t r 
t h i r t y - t h r e e (33) b u i l d i n g s r e l e v a n t t o 
t h a t do not add nor p a r t i c u l a r l y d e t r a c t 
b u i l d i n g s t h a t i n t r u d e a r a t i o of 18%. 

es a l l b u i l d i n g s 
Harr's B u i l d i n g i n t r u -
u i l d i n g s f a c i n g North 
eet (nos. 1-24); East 
r e e t (nos. 1-121), 
7, and 120; South 
Street (nos. 1-17) 
and West Main Str e e t 

i c t includes 
the d i s t r i c t , s i x (6) 

and seven (7) 

G P O 9 2 1 - 7 2 4 
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• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 
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Local H i s t o r v 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Troy Public Square w i t h the c o r r i d o r s l e a d i n g onto i t 
i s i n character a m i d - V i c t o r i a n commercial d i s t r i c t o f which 
the Southwestern Ohio Survey says, the b u i l d i n g "comprises 
one o f the best preserved groups of t h e i r k i n d i n Ohio." 

Troy l i k e Washington, D.C. was created t o be a seat 
of government when the Ohio General Assembly decided t h a t 
i t was time t o carve Miami County (p o p u l a t i o n then 2,500) 
out o f Montgomery County i n 1802. A committee o f three 
selected the wooded s i t e on high ground a t a bend of the 
Great Miami River. Andrew Wallace, grandfather of General 
Lewis Wallace who wrote Ben-Hur, a Tale o f C h r i s t , l a i d out 
the town i n 1807 w i t h the Public Square on the highest 
ground. ^ - -:: - . •-: 

P i v o t a l b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t are the Mayo-Harter 
B u i l d i n g (c. 1848) b u i l t by Henry Mayo which housed the 
Samuel K. Harter Hardware Store f o r f i f t y years. The 
Buckeye B u i l d i n g was erected i n 1847 by Aaron T u l l i s but 
achieved i t s present appearance i n 1871. The Coleman-Allen 
B u i l d i n g i s another b u i l t e a r l i e r (1855) but renovated t o 
add a mansard s t o r y i n 1866. The Dye B u i l d i n g (c. 1871) 
contained W.H.H. Dye's bank and the high c e i l i n g e d t h i r d 
f l o o r was a very a c t i v e ballroom. A nove l t y store chain 
r e c e n t l y abandoned the Dye B u i l d i n g , moving t o a shopping 
center. The b u i l d i n g i s threatened. Across Market Street 
the Dunlap B u i l d i n g (c. 1871) was the second l o c a t i o n f o r 
Troy's f i r s t telephone exchange a f t e r i t was renovated 
c. 1877. The "Bee Hive Corner" on Main Str e e t t y p i f i e s , 
the 1870's. 

The c o r r i d o r s have some notable b u i l d i n g s . The 
H a t f i e l d House, o r i g i n a l l y the Washington Hotel (c. 1835) 
has been enlarged at l e a s t twice and achieved i t s f i n a l 
appearance i n the 1870's. The n o r t h c o r r i d o r on North 
Market Str e e t has Commercial Row, p a r t of which dates back 
to 1839. Commercial Row has been r e c e n t l y r e h a b i l i t a t e d . 
The south c o r r i d o r has the d i s t r i c t ' s two eye sores a t the 
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-National Register. •. i . i •... . f - , - , • 
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^^"^^'Troy Public Square. 
7 ,. ,\ D e s c r i p t i o n . • . • . • 

•^rgfe 2. 
Coleman-Allen B u i l d i n g on the n o r t h side of East Main S t r e e t . 
The b u i l d i n g was b u i l t i n 185 5 and renovated i n t o Second 
Empire i n 1866. There are e i g h t long bays on the Square and 
s i x narrow ones on Main S t r e e t . The t a l l r e c t a n g u l a r windows 
w i t h shaped head molds and stone s i l l s are o f mixed type 
w i t h transomed f o u r l i g h t s p l i t casements on the second 
f l o o r , two l i g h t 1/1 double hung sash m u l l i o n windows and 
1/1 double hung sash. The cornice i s boxed w i t h f r i e z e and 
has paired brackets a l t e r n a t i n g w i t h paired consoles. The 
design i s unusual i n t h a t the brackets are centered i n each 
bay. The concave mansard of patterned polychrome s l a t e has 
si x decorated s e m i c i r c u l a r dormers ( f o u r on the Square) evenly 
d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h o u t regard t o the f e n i s t r a t i o n below. Two 
bays of the mansard on Main Street have been replaced by a 
f o u r t h s t o r y w i t h cornice and shed r o o f . Two i n t e r i o r 
chimneys are i n the mansard of the west w a l l . 

The east c o r r i d o r i s the longest, extending two blocks. 
I t i s anchored by the n a t u r a l b r i c k H a t f i e l d House on the 
northwest corner of East Main and Mulberry S t r e e t s . This 
s t r u c t u r e i s a very p l a i n V i c t o r i a n o f 1841 renovated c. 1871. 
There are four bays on Main and eleven on Mulberry w i t h 2/2 
double hung sash windows, p l a i n stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s . 
The two center bays on Main are transomed entrances t o 
o f f i c e s . The t h i r d bay on Mulberry i s a V i c t o r i a n double door 
w i t h transom and bracketed cornice hood. The f o u r t h and 
n i n t h bays are transomed doors. A wood balcony connects the 
n i n t h bay and a transomed door i n the t e n t h on the second l e v e l 
An angle i r o n m u l t i s t o r y f i r e escape i s i n the t h i r d and 
f o u r t h bays. The eave i s boxed cornice w i t h panelled f r i e z e 
and brackets. Five i n t e r i o r chimneys l i n e the east w a l l , 
one i s west and one i s c e n t r a l toward the rear on the low .: 
hip roof. • - • •• •:• • ' • . 

The south side of the East Main Str e e t c o r r i d o r i s 
r a t h e r nondescript but includes several minor b u i l d i n g s of 
a n t i q u i t y . The i n t r u s i o n s are K's Lunch and Western 
Auto at 117 and 113 r e s p e c t i v e l y on the n o r t h side and a 
Chrysler dealership (no. 120) and Penney's stor e (no. 100) 
on the south side. • . • - •• . 

" . ., South Market S t r e e t , the p r i n c i p l e gateway, has the 
Dye B u i l d i n g on the east and the Dunlap B u i l d i n g on the 
west. The very la r g e Dye B u i l d i n g c. 1871 faces on Market 

GPO 921.724 
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Page 3. •• • . • . . 

S t r e e t . The store f r o n t i s r e l a t i v e l y i n t a c t and r e s t o r a b l e . 
The facade i s unusually p l a i n w i t h twelve bays of rec t a n g u l a r 
windows on Main and e i g h t bays on the Square. The second 
st o r y windows are 6/6 double hung sash and the very t a l l 
9/9 windows of the t h i r d s t o r y service a ballroom. The 
eaves are boxed cornice w i t h f r i e z e and c l o s e l y spaced elongated 
brackets. The back w a l l has a stepped gable. The r o o f i s 
a truncated s l a t e h i p w i t h three i n t e r i o r chimneys on each 
commercial face, several others on the gable and south w a l l . 

The three s t o r y Dunlap B u i l d i n g (c. 1871), across 
Market S t r e e t , has a seven bay var i g a t e d facade (constructed 
c. 1876). The store f r o n t i s h e a v i l y modified. The three 
bays at the corner and seven on the Square are I t a l i a n a t e . 
The corner has stone quoins. The f l o o r l e n g t h 1/1 double hung 
sash windows o f the second s t o r y are s e m i c i r c u l a r and the t h i r d 
segmental w i t h hood molds and stone s i l l s l a b e l l e d . Three 
h o r i z o n t a l oval a t t i c windows are on the Main Street facade. 
A stairway w i t h a f i x e d canopy leads t o a second s t o r y three 
bay wrought i r o n balcony and a door i n the t h i r d bay of the 
seven bay side on the Square. An angle i r o n f i r e escape 
services the t h i r d f l o o r a t the s i x t h bay. The cornice of 
the f l a t r o o f i s boxed w i t h a panelled f r i e z e and paired 
brackets. The c e n t r a l three bay facade, each bay framed by 
p i l a s t e r s , has c e n t r a l doors leading onto balconies w i t h wrought 
i r o n balustrade and supported by i r o n consoles. The second 
l e v e l has a panelled door and the t h i r d a French door. The 
sin g l e l i g h t windows and the door of the second s t o r y are 
segmental. The fou r l i g h t windows and the door o f the t h i r d 
f l o o r approximate s e m i c i r c u l a r . The l e f t (south) two bay 
facade i s framed by p i l a s t e r s a t the margins w i t h 1/1 double 
hung sash windows on reduced scale t h a t have hood molds j o i n e d 
by b e l t courses, again segmental on the second l e v e l and 
se m i c i r c u l a r on the t h i r d . The f i v e l e f t bays have a common 
b e l t course between t i e r s , an elaborate V i c t o r i a n cornice 
w i t h panelled f r i e z e and bracket and an imbricated mansard 
w i t h decorated s e m i c i r c u l a r dormers i n each bay and d i v i d e r s 
between the two facades. The r o o f l i n e i s common of the e n t i r e 
seven bays on Market S t r e e t . 

The south c o r r i d o r terminates at F r a n k l i n Street on the 
west side w i t h the f o u r s t o r y L o l l i s Hotel b u i l t i n 1854. 
The nine bay Main Street facade has modernized stor e f r o n t s 
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on the s t r e e t l e v e l . The center bay o f the second and t h i r d 
s t o r i e s are segmental transomed doorways leading onto wrought 
i r o n balconies which have been supplemented on the three 
upper l e v e l s by an angle i r o n f i r e escape. The 1/1 double 
hung windows have decorated shaped and bracketed hood molds 
and stone l u g s i l l s . The t e n t h bay, F r a n k l i n S t r e e t facade 
sid e , has a store f r o n t on the seventh through the n i n t h 
bays. The upper l e v e l s are s i m i l a r t o the facade w i t h the 
balconies i n the f o u r t h bay. The f l a t r o o f has boxed eaves 
w i t h p l a i n f r i e z e and extended paired brackets a l t e r n a t i n g 
w i t h consoles at each bay. 

The two most j a r r i n g i n s t r u s i o n s are at the south margin 
of the d i s t r i c t next door t o each other across from the 
L o l l i s House. At the corner i s the General Telephone Company 
B u i l d i n g (17 S. Market) i n g l a r i n g mid-twentieth century 
i n d u s t r i a l modern, i t s only m e r i t being the use of b r i c k 
arches. Next door the Troy Hardware Company's (15 S. Market) 
V i c t o r i a n facade has been sheathed i n c o r r i g a t e d metal, an 
e s t h e t i c a t r o c i t y . 

On the south shoulder of the west gateway i s the Bee 
Hive Corner b u i l t i n 1874. Boothe's Men's Wear has modernized 
the store f r o n t on West Main. There i s a transomed doorway 
w i t h head mold near the f i f t h bay on the Square and the s i x t h 
and seventh bay i s a store f r o n t . This b u i l d i n g i s notable 
f o r i t s b r i c k work. The w a l l s are recessed i n two double 
bay sections on the facade and i n each bay on the side. The 
top margin of the recessed bays are c o r b e l l e d and d e n t i l e d 
and Capitols on the narrow advancing p l a i n s form p i l a s t e r s . 
The windows are 4/4 double hung sash w i t h wrought i r o n bracketed 
segmental hood molds and stone s i l l s . The t h i r d bay on the 
second s t o r y on the Square i s a doorway w i t h side l i g h t s and 
transom approached by a wrought i r o n balcony and e x t e r i o r 
stairway. An angle i r o n f i r e escape i s on the r i g h t of the 
facade. The eaves are metal boxed cornice w i t h wide f r i e z e , 
brackets and a n t e f i x e s . The r o o f i s a truncated h i p w i t h 
two chimneys i n each side. 

The b u i l d i n g s on the west c o r r i d o r are i n general e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h century and make no p a r t i c u l a r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 
d i s t r i c t . However, West Main i s a government and r e s i d e n t i a l 
s e c t i o n i n which several dispersed s t r u c t u r e s are subjects 
of i n d i v i d u a l nominations t o the National Register not , 
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a p p r o p r i a t e l y a p a r t o f the Troy Public Square D i s t r i c t . 

The p i v o t a l b u i l d i n g on the Square and i n the c o r r i d o r s 
are i n general connected by b u i l d i n g s of comparable s t y l e 
and some on a minor plane are r e l i c s of the 1840's most of 
which c o n t r i b u t e t o the d i s t r i c t . The stone block facade 
of the e c l e c t i c F i r s t National Bank (19 29) i n Romanesque 
Modernism of the twenties i s out of step but has some value 
i n i t s own r i g h t . 

8. S i g n i f i c a n c e . 

the southeast end but i t also has the L o l l i s Hotel (1854) 
formerly the Morris House f o r a long time Troy's l a r g e s t 
b u i l d i n g . Next door Asa Mayo b u i l t (1854) an i d e n t i c a l 
s t r u c t u r e except he combined the t h i r d and f o u r t h f l o o r f o r 
Troy's f i r s t t h e a t e r , complete w i t h stage, o r c h e s t r a , and 
balcony. Mayo's H a l l which seated f i v e hundred people held 
the school graduation exercises, p l a y s , musicals, l i t e r a r y 
programs and many p u b l i c dinners from 1854 t o 1866. Across 
the s t r e e t i s the E l i K e l l y B u i l d i n g of 1887 t h a t held h i s music 
and book s t o r e . 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l scene of the second h a l f o f the 
nineteenth century i s w e l l preserved i n Troy. There i s a 
p o s i t i v e movement a f o o t i n Troy which hopes t o u t i l i z e the 
h i s t o r i c and scenic q u a l i t y o f t h i s commercial d i s t r i c t t o 
provide a more v i a b l e economic foundation f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n 
i n the face of growing challenges from shopping centers on 
the community's periphery. 
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Commercial Row (Generic) 
Buckeye Bldg. c. 1847 and 

1871 (Second Empire) 
Coleman-Allen Bldg. 

1853 and 1866 
North s i d e , east c o r r i d o r 

w i t h i n t r u s i o n 
H a t f i e l d House 1841 and 

c. 1871 (Generic) 
South s i d e , east c o r r i d o r 
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8a. K e l l y Bldg. 1887 (East-
lake) 

8b. Troy Hardware ( i n t r u ­
sion) 

8c. General Telephone Bldg. 
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9b. Mayo's H a l l 18 54 
9c. F i r s t N ational Bank 

1929 
10. Dunlap Bldg. c. 1871 
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11. "Bee Hive Corner" 

1874 (Generic) 
12 . C i t y Park 
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