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E N T R Y D A T E 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

The Miami County Court House & Power Station 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2 . L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

West Main St. (Bounded by Main, Short, Water, and Plum Sts.) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Troy 

Ohio 039 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

^th—Tennyson Guyer (R) 
C O U N T Y : 

Miami 
a. CLASStFICATION 
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CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 

• Si te Q St ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 
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• Bo th 
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
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[ I Commerc ia l 

171 E d u c a t i o n a l 

I 1 En te r ta inmen t 
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• Pork 
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; Q Occup ied 
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14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Miami County Commissioners 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

County Safety B u i l d i n g , West Main S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Troy. Ohio 
5. tOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Miami County Recorder's O f f i c e 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

County Safety B u i l d i n g , West Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Troy 

|< .̂ 'jRJt>RESENTAtlO^^^ 

S T A T E 

Ohio 45373 039 

H i s t o r i c Troy Ohio. Troy, Ohio: Troy H i s t o r i c a l Society, 197U 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : ] Q 71), CD Fede ra l • Stole • Coun ty L o c a l 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Troy H i s t o r i c a l Society 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

2 816 Trov-Urbana Road 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Troy 

S T A T E : 

Ohio 145373 n3q 
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D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t • Good Fa i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted I 1 Ru ins n Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d Una l t e red 

f C h e c * O n e ; 

• Moved X3C O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P~H Y S l ' c A L ' A > P E A R A N C E 

The b u i l d i n g i s a 144' square on a high foundation w i t h 
c e n t r a l and corner p a v i l l i o n s faced i n beaux-arts c l a s s i c 
d e t a i l . Above the 60' high cornice a h i p r o o f i s r e l i e v e d 
by a r a i s e d pediment, corner a t t i c s w i t h s u b s i d i a r y domes 
and a great c e n t r a l domed drum reaching 16 0' i n the American 
C a p i t o l s t y l e . The b u i l d i n g i s centered i n a c i t y block 
s i t e j u s t two blocks from the Public Square commercial 
d i s t r i c t o f Troy, Ohio (popu l a t i o n 17,186). 

Monumental stairways lead up t o 
entrance p a v i l l i o n s over a one s t o r y 
of the Amherst limestone b u i l d i n g , 
i s exposed. Windows w i t h 1/1 double 
foundation w a l l i n the three bay rec 
ner p a v i l l i o n s . Ground l e v e l doors 
porches t o the side and i n the corne 
The s o l i d r a i l s o f the main (south) 
t i v e than the other t h r e e . 

the f o u r c e n t r a l 
rockfaced foundation 

The stone block f o o t i n g 
hung sash pierce the 

eding planes and the cor-
are located under the 
r p a v i l l i o n s t o the r e a r , 
entrance are more decora-

The c l a s s i c main entrance i s preceded by a one s t o r y 
Doric porch. The doorway i s recessed w i t h p i l a s t e r s , 
side panels and two columns. I n the upper t i e r a balustraded 
deck has a p a i r o f windows r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a doorway 
w i t h p i l a s t e r s and a panelled cove arch flanked by pa i r e d 
f r e e standing I o n i c columns supporting an advancing entabla­
t u r e . I n the h i p r o o f above i s a massive pedimental dormer 
of Kentucky White Marble w i t h colonettes i n a n t i s and an 
a l l e g o r i c a l statue group on the peak. The secondary p o r t a l s 
are s i m i l a r t o the main w i t h the exception t h a t f l u s h double 
doors are segmental p l a i n w i t h transom, the second t i e r p a i r 
of windows have s e m i c i r c u l a r moldings w i t h keystone and the 
f l a n k i n g p aired columns are engaged, and decorative d e t a i l s 
of the dormers vary i n c l u d i n g replacement o f the colonettes 
by brackets w i t h panels and s i n g l e statues instead of a group. 

Tt^erone bay corner p a v i l l i o n s have pa i r e d p i l a s t e r s w i t h 
cornice on the f i r s t f l o o r and pa i r e d engaged columns w i t h en 
entablature and p l a i n pediment on the second. The windows „ 
of the p a v i l l i o n s and the receding c u r t a i n w a l l s are 1/1 
double hung sash w i t h s e m i c i r c u l a r molds and keystone. The 
three windows of the c u r t a i n are connected w i t h common 
p i l a s t e r s . Each corner has an e l a b o r a t e l y decorated and 
panelled marble a t t i c w i t h a wrought i r o n dome capped by a 
f i n i a l . 

The c e n t r a l drum i s banded by a monumental p o r t i c o 
w i t h balustrade. A clock tower completes the drum, each face 
having a s e m i c i r c u l a r arch supported on p i l a s t e r s . The 
wrought i r o n dome i s ribbed w i t h rounded rectangular 
windows i n each bay and an a l l e g o r i c a l statue r e p r e s e n t i n g 
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j u s t i c e t h a t r e a c h e s 1 8 5 ' s t a n d i n g on a p e d e s t a l a t t h e t o p . 

The i n t e r i o r i s resplendent w i t h decorative d e t a i l . 
Four wainscoted h a l l s meet under the dome. The arches have 
panelled s o f f i t w i t h molded t r i m supported by p a i r s of 
polished marble Roman I o n i c columns. Fluted p i l a s t e r s w i t h 
polychrome symbols i n r e l i e f on t h e i r bases support a heavy 
panelled and bracketed cove cornice. The h a l l c e i l i n g s are 
co f f e r e d w i t h w a l l cornice i n decorative r e l i e f work. The 
no r t h h a l l was t i l e d f o r use as a meeting room. Symmetrical 
d i v i d e d f l i g h t s of s t a i r s , painted golden oak showing Eastlake 
i n f l u e n c e , connect the f l o o r s . The top f l o o r court has a 
polychrome fresco r e l i e f decoration done by an Ohio a r t i s t 
named M e l l n i c k i n c l u d i n g masks of the world's r a c i a l groups, 
hounds, b i r d s , f r u i t and produce i n high r e l i e f . The c o u r t ­
room has massive wood f u r n i s h i n g s , polychrome c l a s s i c a l 
moldings, cornices and p i l a s t e r s , and a r t glass domes. 

An i n t e g r a l p a r t of the court house i s the f r e e standing 
b r i c k power s t a t i o n across Water Str e e t to the n o r t h on the 
banks of the Miami River. The s t a t i o n i s connected t o the 
main b u i l d i n g by a buried b r i c k tube designed t o carry 
c i r c u l a t i n g f r e s h a i r through a system of ducts i n the f i r s t 
f l o o r of the court house and u t i l i z i n g the 86' b r i c k chimney 
of the power s t a t i o n t o create a c o o l i n g d r a f t i n summer, a 
novel form o f a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g . The power s t a t i o n b o i l e r 
provided steam f o r the dynamo and c e n t r a l heating f o r county 
o f f i c e s . The b u i l d i n g and i t s machinery are i n a c t i v e but 
standing i n t a c t . 

The power s t a t i o n has a concrete foundation and b r i c k 
w a l l s . The b o i l e r room i s a north-south o r i e n t e d wing t h a t 
advances s l i g h t l y from the b u i l d i n g w i t h a h i p r o o f , a l i t t l e 
higher than the crossing gable r i d g e . The three bay facade 
has recessed panels and a corb e l arcaded b r i c k cornice. A 
double door i n the center bay has a s e m i c i r c u l a r transom i n 
the b r i c k arch. Semicircular 1/1 double hung sash are i n the 
f l a n k i n g bays. Each bay has a c i r c u l a r b r i c k framed window 
i n the second t i e r . The three bay wings have s t r a i g h t 
gable roofs and w a l l s w i t h recessed bays and arcaded corbel 
b r i c k cornice. The dynamo room on the l e f t (west) has a 
c e n t r a l double door and f l a n k i n g windows a l l w i t h s e m i c i r c u l a r 
arches. The r i g h t wing i s a u t i l i t y area w i t h one f l a t arch 
door on the l e f t , a round arched door center and f l a t arched 
double garage doors on the r i g h t . The 86' b r i c k chimney r i s i n g 
from the ridg e t o the r i g h t o f the b o i l e r room has an arcaded 
corbel cap and v e n t i l a t i n g louver on the n o r t h and south side. 
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. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

i I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ' d ] 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

X X 19*h Centu ry 

• 20 th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d Knoarn) 1 8 8 5 — 1 8 8 8 

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

( 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

[ I Commerce 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons 

[ 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

1 1 Eng inee r ing 

I 1 Indus t ry 

I I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

[ I S o c i o l / H u m a n -

i t a r i a n 

• Theo te r 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urbon P l a n n i n g 

• Other (-Specify; 

u 
=) 

I -

i / t 

Z 

UJ 

UJ 

t o 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Miami County Court House i s t r u l y a magnificent 
"county c a p i t o l " noted f o r i t s elegance and p r o p o r t i o n s . 
I t i s a mark of the a t t i t u d e s o f t h a t time i n h i s t o r y when 
a small r u r a l county o f only 40,0 00 souls b u i l t a court 
house co s t i n g $400,000. The unusual " a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g " 
power p l a n t was the f i r s t e l e c t r i c a l generating p l a n t i n 
Troy. 

The b u i l d i n g o f the new cou r t house brought t o f i n a l 
r e s t a simmering feud between Piqua and Troy over the 
county seat. Troy requested an enabling act from the Ohio 
l e g i s l a t u r e i n 1884 f o r a court house t o cost $150,000. A 
delegation from Piqua objected but the assembly a f t e r an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n approved Troy and the new court house plan. 

The b u i l d i n g was designed by a r c h i t e c t J. W. Yost 
of Columbus and b u i l t by c o n t r a c t o r T. B. Townsend o f 
Z a n e s v i l l e . The cornerstone was l a i d w i t h much ceremony 
on July 16, 1885. Bands and f l o a t s gathered from surrounding 
communities and neighboring counties. A sealed copper box 
of memorabilia was placed i n the stone and i t was s p r i n k l e d 
w i t h wheat, wine and o i l . Band contests, i l l u m i n a t i o n s 
and the i n e v i t a b l e speeches marked the occasion. Three 
years under c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t was occupied i n January, 1888. 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Oh i n 
C O U N T Y 

Miami 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R ASS 

C O M M O N : M i a m i County Cour thouse § Power Station 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

W, Main St. (block bordered by Plum, Short, Water and Main St 
C l ' ' V O R T O W N : 

T r o y 

3 . ) 

S T A T E : 

Ohio 03 9 
C O U N T Y : 

Miami 
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1:24,000 
1961 
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1. Property broundaries where requ i red . 

2. Nor th or row. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

I N T : 1 5 5 - 7 2 
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c. OTHEP. .00 18. ESTIMATED DATE TO Year month c!:Jv l!l. EXISTING FEOERl\l !;:>E:NTIFlC/1TIC:o1 NU1v'.BE:rt 

e::: SUBMITI!:::D TO 
19 76 12 6 39-76-00162-00 f, TOT,~!. $ 40 000 .00 FEDERAL AGENCY ,_ 

W. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, Cit11. St a.te, ZIP code) 21. fiEMA~KS AD CED 

N::i"ti nn;:i P::irk SPrvirP nPn"t nf" Tnt-~-; ~- hr ,..,~1 .;-~+-- n ,.. '")f'\'") A I'\ O Yes KJ No 

z 22. 1. To the best of my know!e<l3e a~d bulief, b. If required by O'.i.!B Ci~ular A-ifS thfs 2pplioation '1~s sub mitted, pursu1nt to ir.· Nor~· R.:aponao 
Q date In this p;aappl ication/a p'I ic.:tion are structio~s !heroin, to appropriate clearinehou•es and ail responses ore atl.!!ch•d; •por.oe atta.ciied 
;:: THE trua ar.d ccrr~t. the documer.t hu bean 3 APPLICANT duly authorizod by the eoveminr body o! 0 DJ ;;: U> Ohio State 
~ CERTIFIES tho eppf icant an~ tho awlieor.t will comply Clearinghouse ... THATJio- ·with tho attach~ 1$Surrnca if the usil;t- (2) D 0 
4 ance is approved. 

(3) 0 0 
~ 

23. 1. TYPED NAME ANO Tlllf b. SIGNATURE 

}t2_ 
c. DATE SIGllEO 

CERTIFYING 
.. 

Year mont!a. da11 fi REPRE· Thomas H. Smith CJYtJ. 19 76 12 6 w .., SENTATIVE nirPr"tnr ::inrl ~1wn 

24. AGt:.NCY NAM!:: 25. AP?LICA· l '«•r moath da11 

Department of Interior 
T!ON 

19 77 1 10 : RECEIVED 

26. ORGAN IZATIONAL UNIT 27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE ZS. FEDERAL APPLICATION 
II: National Park Grants Administration Div. 

IDENTIFICATICN 
CJ Service 
f. 2;J. ADDRESS W. FEDE<;AL Gfi -"NT ... 
~ 18th & c Streets. NW •• Washington. D.C. 20240 39!.Df~~o1B1T6'1~oo ... 

31. ACTION TAKEN 32. FUNDING Year tnont:• da11 :µ . Ytar month t!cv u c 
19 77 2 1 STARTING 

~ £3 1. AWARDED 1 . FEDERAL $20.000 .00 33. ACTION DATE ... D.HE 19 77 2 1 
0 Q b. REJECTED b. APPLICANT 20.000 .co 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA· :;5. Year month da,y 

l 
TION (Name and tcl•P·~one number) ENDING 0 c. RETURNED FOR c. STATE .co DATE 1980 1 31 

>--· 
A!AENDUEHT d. LOCAL . oo Stephen D • Newman 37. REMARKS ADDEO 

r- 0 d. DEFERRED ( 202) 523-54 72 0 e. OTHER .00 

~ D •. WITilDRAWN f. TOTAL $40 .ooo .00 D Yes lJl-lo 

36. 1 . In !akin~ above action, any comm•nts recei\·ed from clt1rlnehou•u were con - b. FEDERAL AGEl!CY A-95 Oi'flCIAL 
sldared. II ·~ency rosponse 11 due unJor provisions of Part 1, OMB Circular A-95. (11./arns and telep/,c;ne no.) 

FEDERAL AGENCY it has been or l:i baina m1dt. 
A-95· ACTION same as 1135 

424-101 




