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The building is a 144' square on a high foundation with
central and corner pavillions faced in beaux-arts classic
detail. Above the 60' high cornice a hip roof is relieved
by a raised pediment, corner attics with subsidiary domes
and a great central domed drum reaching 160' in the American
Capitol style. The building is centered in a city block
site just two blocks from the Public Square commercial
district of Troy, Ohio (population 17,186).

Monumental stairways lead up to the four central
entrance pavillions over a one story rockfaced foundation
of the Amherst limestone building. The stone block footing
is exposed. Windows with 1/1 double hung sash pierce the
foundation wall in the three bay receding planes and the cor-
ner pavillions. Ground level doors are located under the
porches to the side and in the corner pavillions to the rear.
The solid rails of the main (south) entrance are more decora-
tive than the other three.

The classic main entrance is preceded by a one story
Doric porch. The doorway is recessed with pilasters,
side panels and two columns. In the upper tier a balustraded
deck has a pair of windows representative of a doorway
with pilasters and a panelled cove arch flanked by paired
free standing Ionic columns supporting an advancing entabla-
ture. In the hip roof above is a massive pedimental dormer
of Kentucky White Marble with colonettes in antis and an
allegorical statue group on the peak. The secondary portals
are similar to the main with the exception that flush double
doors are segmental plain with transom, the second tier pair
of windows have semicircular moldings with keystone and the
flanking paired columns are engaged, and decorative details
of the dormers vary including replacement of the colonettes
by brackets with panels and single statues instead of a group.

The one bay corner pavillions have paired pilasters with
cornice on the first floor and paired engaged columns with
entablature and plain pediment on the second. The windows
of the pavillions and the receding curtain walls .are 1/1
double hung sash with semicircular molds and keystone. The
three windows of the curtain are connected with common
pilasters. Each corner has an elaborately decorated and
panelled marble attic with a wrought iron dome capped by a
finial.

The central drum is banded by a monumental portico
with balustrade. A clock tower completes the drum, each face
having a semicircular arch supported on pilasters. The
wrought iron dome is ribbed with rounded rectangular
windows in each bay and an allegorical statue representing
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justice that reaches 185' standing on a pedestal at the top.

The interior is resplendent with decorative detail.
Four wainscoted halls meet under the dome. The arches have
panelled soffit with molded trim supported by pairs of
polished marble Roman Ionic columns. Fluted pilasters with
polychrome symbols in relief on their bases support a heavy
panelled and bracketed cove cornice. The hall ceilings are
coffered with wall cornice in decorative relief work. The
north hall was tiled for use as a meeting room. Symmetrical
divided flights of stairs, painted golden oak showing Eastlake
influence, connect the floors. The top floor court has a
polychrome fresco relief decoration done by an Ohio artist
named Mellnick including masks of the world's racial groups,
hounds, birds, fruit and produce in high relief. The court-
room has massive wood furnishings, polychrome classical
moldings, cornices and pilasters, and art glass domes.

An integral part of the court house is the free standing
brick power station across Water Street to the north on the
banks of the Miami River. The station is connected to the
main building by a buried brick tube designed to carry
circulating fresh air through a system of ducts in the first
floor of the court house and utilizing the 86' brick chimney
of the power station to create a cooling draft in summer, a
novel form of air conditioning. The power station boiler
provided steam for the dynamo and central heating for county
offices. The building and its machinery are inactive but
standing intact.

The power station has a concrete foundation and brick
walls. The boiler room is a north-south oriented wing that
advances slightly from the building with a hip roof, a little
higher than the crossing gable ridge. The three bay facade
has recessed panels and a corbel arcaded brick cornice. A
double door in the center bay has a semicircular transom in
the brick arch. Semicircular 1/1 double hung sash are in the
flanking bays. Each bay has a circular brick framed window
in the second tier. The three bay wings have straight
gable roofs and walls with recessed bays and arcaded corbel
brick cornice. The dynamo room on the left (west) has a
central double door and flanking windows all with semicircular
arches. The right wing is a utility area with one flat arch
door on the left, a round arched door center and flat arched
double garage doors on the right. The 86' brick chimney rising
from the ridge to the right of the boiler room has an arcaded
corbel cap and ventilating louver on the north and south side.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Miami County Court House is truly a magnificent
"county capitol" noted for its elegance and proportions.
It is a mark of the attitudes of that time in history when
a small rural county of only 40,000 souls built a court
house costing $400,000. The unusual "air conditioning"
power plant was the first electrical generating plant in
Troy.

The building of the new court house brought to final
rest a simmering feud between Piqua and Troy over the
county seat. Troy requested an enabling act from the Ohio
legislature in 1884 for a court house to cost $150,000. A
delegation from Piqua objected but the assembly after an
investigation approved Troy and the new court house plan.

The building was designed by architect J. W. Yost
of Columbus and built by contractor T. B. Townsend of
Zanesville. The cornerstone was laid with much ceremony
on July 16, 1885. Bands and floats gathered from surrounding
communities and neighboring counties. A sealed copper box
of memorabilia was placed in the stone and it was sprinkled
with wheat, wine and oil. Band contests, illuminations
and the inevitable speeches marked the occasion. Three
years under construction, it was occupied in January, 1888.
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