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Armstrong Chapel i s a simple rectangular s t r u c t u r e w i t h a p r o j e c t i n g 
tower. The roof i s gabled w i t h easy p i t c h . The b u i l d i n g i s of b r i c k 
and except f o r a small b r i c k arch and keystone over the f r o n t entrance, 
i s without a r c h i t e c t u r a l adornment. The entrance consists of stone 
steps and double wooden doors. Immediately above the door i s a 
l i g h t of three rectangular panes. A small c i r c u l a r window ringed 
w i t h b r i c k s i s s i t u a t e d several f e e t above the doorway. U n t i l the 
b e l l tower was added i n 1890, the n^rthex terminated w i t h a small, 
pointed r o o f . The l a t e r b e l l tower was a simple b o x - l i k e a f f a i r w i t h 
cutout openings on a l l f our sides. This was smaller than the tower 
and so produced an i n s e t e f f e c t . The b e l l tower was topped by an 
elongated t r i a n g u l a r r o o f w i t h l i g h t e n i n g rod. The o v e r a l l s e v e r i t y 
of design i s a l l e v i a t e d t o some degree by the number of windows. 
A window i s placed on e i t h e r side of the tower and four windows are 
placed along e i t h e r side of the b u i l d i n g . O r i g i n a l l y , a side door 
was placed on each side of the b u i l d i n g . This i s believed t o have 
been where the windows second from the end are loc a t e d today. These 
doors were used f o r b r i n g i n g i n and removing the c o f f i n during 
f u n e r a l services. There are two memorial stained glass windows i n 
the east end of the church; one to e i t h e r side of the a l t a r . O r i g i ­
n a l l y , there were two a d d i t i o n a l small windows above these windows 
and s i t u a t e d more toward the center. These windows were br i c k e d up 
at some unknown time. The i n t e r i o r of the chapel i s as severe 
as the e x t e r i o r . When e n t e r i n g through the f r o n t , you pass through 
a small v e s t i b u l e area and a second set of double doors which leads 
to the chapel i t s e l f . The i n t e r i o r i s t o t a l l y unadorned except f o r 
the stained glass windows and a somewhat unusual bowed c e i l i n g . 

NK/AL.L. 

The pews are the o r i g i n a l , hand-carved pews t h a t replaced the f i r s t 
p l a i n benches s h o r t l y a f t e r the church was opened. The arms of the 
pews are carved i n a s c r o l l - l i k e shape and an oval medallion i s 
carved i n t o the base of each pew. The Armstrong Chapel can be seen 
as a f u r t h e r extension of the church b u i l d i n g t r a d i t i o n i n e a r l y 
America t h a t was derived from the t r a d i t i o n of Christopher Wren's 
English p a r i s h churches. . . „ . j r . ; . •.: - . .. -
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, STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I' The Armstrong Chapel i s a s i g n i f i c a n t l o c a l h i s t o r i c landmark because 
1 i t represents a monument t o one of the e a r l i e s t pioneer f a m i l i e s i n 

the area, the Nathaniel Armstrong Family. 

The Armstrong Chapel also has l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e as the 
oldest church i n the V i l l a g e of I n d i a n H i l l . I t i s also considered 
important l o c a l l y because of i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the growth of 
methodism i n the area. The denomination has been continuously Metho-
d i s t f o r over 140 years. 

The Armstrong Chapel i s also s i g n i f i c a n t as an example of e a r l y 
American church a r c h i t e c t u r e since the b u i l d i n g dates from 1831. 

Veterans of a l l U.S. wars from the Revolutionary t o WWII are bu r i e d 
• • i n The Armstrong Chapel Cemetery. 

Nathaniel Shepherd Armstrong was born i n 1749, and u n t i l the age of 
36, l i v e d near Baltimore, i n Maryland's H a r t f o r d County. I t i s not 
known i f he fought i n the Revolution, but i t was on p a r t of the "new 
land" such veterans could claim, i n V i r g i n i a ' s Shenandoah V a l l e y , t h a t 
he s e t t l e d i n 1785, i n Rockingham County. He acquired "two or three 
hundred acres of government land" and worked a small farm there f o r 15 
years. His son, John Armstrong, l e f t the f a m i l y home i n V i r g i n i a a t the 
end of the eighteenth century and t r a v e l e d westward t o the Ohio V a l l e y . 
John had been an ensign (second l i e u t e n a n t ) i n the 58th Regiment of 
the Rockingham M i l i t i a and helped President Washington suppress the 
Whiskey Rebellion i n Western Pennsylvania i n 1795. He was so impressed 
by what he found i n Ohio, t h a t he p r e v a i l e d upon h i s f a m i l y t o f o l l o w 
him and i n 1800 the e n t i r e f a m i l y a r r i v e d i n P l a i n v i l l e . Besides h i s 
parents, Nathaniel and Hannah, the f a m i l y includfe?r[ John's s i b l i n g s , 
W i l l i a m , James, Thomas, Leonard, Nathaniel, P r i s c i l l a and A l i c e . A 
married daughter, E l i z a b e t h , d i d not accompany them west. Their f i r s t 
home was s i t u a t e d on the L i t t l e Miami River i n what i s today I n d i a n 
H i l l . Nathaniel Armstrong had been a m i l l e r i n V i r g i n i a , and h i s son 
Thomas had been apprenticed t o a m i l l w r i g h t . They constructed a m i l l 
on t h e i r land i n 1802, and i t was s a i d t o be the second m i l l i n the 
Miami V a l l e y . I n 1807, when the alarm spread t h a t former Vice P r e s i ­
dent Aaron Burr was mustering a f l o t i l l a of f l a t b o a t s t o sieze the 
Louisiana t e r r i t o r y from the French and e r e c t a Western empire. P r e s i ­
dent Jefferson's government h i r e d the Armstrongs t o b u i l d f l a t b o a t s a t 
$100.00 a piece f o r an e x p e d i t i o n t o pursue Burr. Before the boats 
could be used. Burr was seized, and they were sol d a t p u b l i c a u c t i o n 
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f o r $22.00 a piece. 

The property upon which Armstrong Chapel stands, was a g i f t of Na­
t h a n i e l S. Armstrong and h i s w i f e , Hannah N o r r i s Armstrong, i n 1830. 
The land was a choice corner of t h e i r p r o p e r t y and was given f o r use as 
a church and b u r i a l ground. I n the deed dated June 18, 1830, conveying 
the property, Mr. Armstrong gave i t not t o any s p e c i f i c congregation 
or sect, but, most d e m o c r a t i c a l l y , t o which ever sect had the l a r g e s t 
number of adherents. ( I t always has been served by the Methodist 
Church) The f i r s t s ervice was he l d i n the autumn of 1831 and the f i r s t 
m i n i s t e r s were c i r c u i t r i d e r s of the Methodist Church. 

Samuel Earhart supervised the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the chapel and i t i s 
believed t h a t the b r i c k s were made from h i s pr o p e r t y across the road. 
Samuel Earhart's f a t h e r George, was one of the f i r s t s e t t l e r s i n the 
L i t t l e Miami V a l l e y , having made the journey from Chester, Pennsylva­
ni a . Samuel was born i n 1784 and was f o u r years of age when the f a m i l y 
made the t r i p i n 1788. I n 1810 he married Nathaneil S. Armstrong's 
daughter, P r i s c i l l a . The o r i g i n a l t r u s t e e s of the chapel were Samuel 
Earhart, James Armstrong, W i l l i a m F l i n n , David Hobby, and Solomon 
Moore. They d i r e c t e d the work of c o n s t r u c t i o n and evidence i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t a c t u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n was accomplished by the members. Armstrong 
and Earhart are memorialized i n the two sta i n e d glass windows i n the 
Church. 

For 120 years Armstrong Chapel was the only church i n Ind i a n H i l l . 
I n 1972 the chapel underwent extensive r e s t o r a t i o n under the d i r e c ­
t i o n of John K i t t r i d g e and Robert Montgomery. 

The Armstrong Chapel Cemetery 

The Armstrong Chapel Cemetery i s loc a t e d d i r e c t l y behind the chapel, 
but a c t u a l l y predates the chapel. Hannah Armstrong was the f i r s t t o 
be buried there and she died i n 1827. Nathaniel died and was bur i e d 
there i n 1845. Veterans of a l l U.S. wars from the Revolutionary t o 
World War I I are b u r i e d i n the Chapel cemetery. W i l l i a m Finch, born 
i n Greenwich, Connecticut i n 1759, served i n the Revolutionary Army 
and fought i n the b a t t l e of White P l a i n s , New York. A f t e r t h i s 
service he fo l l o w e d a l i f e a t sea f o r seventeen years. I t was not 
u n t i l 1829, as a man of 70, t h a t he moved t o Hamilton County. His 
son Harry had come west 15 years e a r l i e r . He was born also i n Green­
wich and fought i n the War of 1812. He was married t o a woman named 
Anna who was the daughter of a French s o l d i e r who came t o America w i t h 
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LaFayette. Harry died i n 1879, h i s wife i n 1878. Their son Walter 
was a veteran of the C i v i l War and Sheridan and Verne Finch were 
World War I Veterans. The Armstrong Chapel R o l l o f Honor i s l i s t e d 
as f o l l o w s : 

Revolutionary War 

William Finch 

War of 1812 

John Armstrong 
Abraham Bush 
Samuel Earhart 
Harry Finch 
Elisha N o r r i s 

C i v i l War 

Will i a m Anschutz 
Aaron Booso 
William C a n f i e l d 
George De Mar 
John De Mar 
J. J. E l l i n g e r 
Walter Finch 
Washburn Gordon 
Samuel H a l l 
David Hobby 
John Max f i e l d 
David M i l l e r 
Fred M i l l e r 
M a r t i n M i l l e r 
Lewis P r i n t y 
Richard G. Wood 

Spanish American War 

Robert S. F l i n n 
K a r l K e l l e r 

World War I 

Sheridan Finch 
Verne Finch 
George Kramer 
John F. Lux 
Bernerd Meyer 
Amie DeMar Truesdell 
John Ward 

World War I I 

LaRue Conger 
Robert Pogue 
Robert L. Pohlmeyer 
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Henry A. Ford, H i s t o r y of Hamilton County. Ohio, L.A. Williams and Co., 
Cleveland, Ohio, 1881, p. 260-266. 

S. B. Nelson, H i s t o r y of C i n c i n n a t i and Hamilton County, S. B. Nelson 
Publ. Co., 1894, C i n c i n n a t i , p. 397. 





























Form No 10-301 
IPev 10-74' 

U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

NOV 11 1975 • 
RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 0£0 4 jaz5-
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

The United Methodist Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

The Armstrong Chapel 

LOCATION 
CITY.TOWN I n d i a n H i l l .VICINITY OF COUNTY Hamilton STATE O h i o 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U . S . G . S . 7J5' Q u a d r a n g l e Map " M a d e i r a , O h i o 

SCALE 1:24000 DATE photorevised 1970 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

' N T : 3464 -75 





November 3, 1975 

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th § C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Transmitted herewith are twenty-two (22) completed National Register 
forms. A l l have been approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation 
Advisory Board and owners of subject properties have been informed of 
our intent to Register: 

RE-SUBMISSIONS 

Paige, Judge David, House, Lake Co, 
/Armstrong Chapel, Hamilton Co. 
Jefferson School, Hamilton Co. 

NEW SUBMISSIONS 

Shawnee, Perry Co. 
Palymyra Center Hotel, Portage Co. 
Quarry, Greene Co. 
Groveport Log House, Franklin Co. 
New Baltimore Inn, Stark Co. 
Tallmadge-Mithoff House, F a i r f i e l d Co. 
Maria Stein Convent, Mercer Co. 
Hosford House, Crawford Co. 
Buehl House, Cuyahoga Co. 
Gibson House, Hamilton Co. 
T r i n i t y Episcopal Church, Vinton Co. 
Eakin M i l l Covered Bridge, Vinton Co. 
Gurney-Kochheiser House, Richland Co. 
Garfield, James A., House, Portage Co. 
Young, Thomas F., House, Portage Co. 
B e l l v i l l e Village H a l l , Richland Co. 
Secor Hotel, Lucas Co. 
Bellevue (Congo Farm), Pickaway Co. 
Coulton House, Lake Co. 

THS/glk 
enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Thomas~Tl. Smith, Stat ate Historic Preservation 
Officer; Director, Ohio Hi s t o r i c a l Society 

(DM® fflQ©i]®[pQ(B [p[P©©©[PWSiGQ®[jD (BMm 
Ohio Historical Center 1-71 d 17tli Avenue Columbus, Oliio 43211 (614)466-8727 
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