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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Armstrong Chapel is a simple rectangular structure with a projecting
tower. The roof is gabled with easy pitch. The building is of brick
and except for a small brick arch and keystone over the front entrance,
is without architectural adornment. The entrance consists of stone
steps and double wooden doors. Immediately above the door is a

light of three rectangular panes. A small circular window ringed
with bricks is situated several feet above the doorway. Until the
bell tower was added in 1890, the qﬁrthex terminated with a small,
pointed roof. The later bell tower was a simple box-like affair with
cutout openings on all four sides. This was smaller than the tower
and so produced an inset effect. The bell tower was topped by an
elongated triangular roof with lightening rod. The overall severity
of design is alleviated to some degree by the number of windows.

A window is placed on either side of the tower and four windows are
placed along either side of the building. Originally, a side door
was placed on each side of the building. This is believed to have
been where the windows second from the end are located today. These
doors were used for bringing in and removing the coffin during
funeral services. There are two memorial stained glass windows in
the east end of the church; one to either side of the altar. Origi-
nally, there were two additional small windows above these windows
and situated more toward the center. These windows were bricked up
at some unknown time. The interior of the chapel is as severe

as the exterior. When entering through the front, you pass through

a small vestibule area and a second set of double doors which leads
to the chapel itself. The interior is totally unadorned except for
the stained glass windows and a somewhat unusual bewed ceiling.

———— CEILING
-<—— MOLDING

- WALL

The pews are the original, hand-carved pews that 'replaced the first
plain benches shortly after the church was opened. The arms gf the
pews are carved in a scroll-like shape and an oval medallion is
carved into the base of each pew. The Armstrong Chapel can be seen
as a further extension of the church building tradition in early
America that was derived from the tradition of Christopher Wren's
English parish churches.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armstrong Chapel is a significant local historic landmark because
it represents a monument to one of the earliest pioneer families in
the area, the Nathaniel Armstrong Family.

The Armstrong Chapel also has local historical significance as the
oldest church in the Village of Indian Hill. It is also considered

=important locally because of its contributions to the growth of
methodism in the area. The denomination has been continuously Metho-
dist for over 140 years.

The Armstrong Chapel is also significant as an example of early
American church architecture since the building dates from 1831.

Veterans of all U.S. wars from the Revolutionary to WWII are buried
= in The Armstrong Chapel Cemetery.

Nathaniel Shepherd Armstrong was born in 1749, and until the age of

36, lived near Baltimore, in Maryland's Hartford County. It is not
known if he fought in the Revolution, but it was on part of the "new
land" such veterans could claim, in Virginia's Shenandoah Valley, that
he settled in 1785, in Rockingham County. He acquired "two or three
hundred acres of government land" and worked a small farm there for 15
years. His son, John Armstrong, left the family home in Virginia at the
end of the eighteenth century and traveled westward to the Ohio Valley.
John had been an ensign (second lieutenant) in the 58th Regiment of

the Rockingham Militia and helped President Washington suppress the
Whiskey Rebellion in Western Pennsylvania in 1795. He was so impressed
by what he found in Ohio, that he prevailed upon his family to follow
him and in 1800 the entire family arrived in Plainville. Besides his
parents, Nathaniel and Hannah, the family include/ John's siblings,
William, James, Thomas, Leonard, Nathaniel, Priscilla and Alice. A
married daughter, Elizabeth, did not accompany them west. Their first
home was situated on the Little Miami River in what is today Indian
Hill. Nathaniel Armstrong had been a miller in Virginia, and his son
Thomas had been apprenticed to a millwright. They constructed a mill
on their land in 1802, and it was said to be the second mill in the
Miami Valley. In 1807, when the alarm spread that former Vice Presi-
dent Aaron Burr was mustering a flotilla of flatboats to sieze the
Louisiana territory from the French and erect a Western empire, Presi-
dent Jefferson's government hired the Armstrongs to build flatboats at

$100.00 a piece for an expedition to pursue Burr. Before the boats
could be used, Burr was seized, and they were sold at public auction
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for $22.00 a piece.

The property upon which Armstrong Chapel stands, was a gift of Na-
thaniel S. Armstrong and his wife, Hannah Norris Armstrong, in 1830.
The land was a choice corner of their property and was given for use as
a church and burial ground. In the deed dated June 18, 1830, conveying
the property, Mr. Armstrong gave it not to any specific congregation

or sect, but, most democratically, to which ever sect had the largest
number of adherents. (It always has been served by the Methodist
Church) The first service was held in the autumn of 1831 and the first
ministers were circuit riders of the Methodist Church.

Samuel Earhart supervised the construction of the chapel and it is
believed that the bricks were made from his property across the road.
Samuel Earhart's father George, was one of the first settlers in the
Little Miami Valley, having made the journey from Chester, Pennsylva-
nia. Samuel was born in 1784 and was four years of age when the family
made the trip in 1788. 1In 1810 he married Nathaneil S. Armstrong's
daughter, Priscilla. The original trustees of the chapel were Samuel
Earhart, James Armstrong, William Flinn, David Hobby, and Solomon
Moore. They directed the work of construction and evidence indicates
that actual construction was accomplished by the members. Armstrong
and Earhart are memorialized in the two stained glass windows in the
Church.

For 120 years Armstrong Chapel was the only church in Indian Hill.
In 1972 the chapel underwent extensive restoration under the direc-
tion of John Kittridge and Robert Montgomery.

The Armstrong Chapel Cemetery

The Armstrong Chapel Cemetery is located directly behind the chapel,
but actually predates the chapel. Hannah Armstrong was the first to
be buried there and she died in 1827. Nathaniel died and was buried
there in 1845. Veterans of all U.S. wars from the Revolutionary to
World War II are buried in the Chapel cemetery. William Finch, born
in Greenwich, Connecticut in 1759, served in the Revolutionary Army
and fought in the battle of White Plains, New York. After this
service he followed a life at sea for seventeen years. It was not
until 1829, as a man of 70, that he moved to Hamilton County. His
son Harry had come west 15 years earlier. He was born also in Green-
wich and fought in the War of 1812. He was married to a woman named
Anna who was the daughter of a French soldier who came to America with
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LaFayette. Harry died in 1879, his wife in 1878. Their son Walter
was a veteran of the Civil War and Sheridan and Verne Finch were
World War I Veterans. The Armstrong Chapel Roll of Honor is listed

as follows:

Revolutionary War

William Finch

War of 1812

John Armstrong
Abraham Bush
Samuel Earhart
Harry Finch
Elisha Norris

Civil War

William Anschutz
Aaron Booso
William Canfield
George De Mar
John De Mar

J. J. Ellinger
Walter Finch
Washburn Gordon
Samuel Hall
David Hobby

John Maxfield
David Miller
Fred Miller
Martin Miller
Lewis Printy
Richard G. Wood

Spanish American War

Robert S. Flinn
Karl Keller

World War I

Sheridan Finch

Verne Finch

George Kramer

John F. Lux

Bernerd Meyer

Amie DeMar Truesdell
John Ward

World War II

LaRue Conger
Robert Pogue
Robert L. Pohlmeyer
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November 3, 1975

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th § C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Transmitted herewith are twenty-two (22) completed National Register
forms. All have been approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation
Advisory Board and owners of subject properties have been informed of
our intent to Register:

RE-SUBMISSIONS

Paige, Judge David, House, Lake Co. d

(Armstrong Chapel, Hamilton Co.
Jefferson School, Hamilton Co.

NEW SUBMISSIONS

Shawnee, Perry Co.

Palymyra Center Hotel, Portage Co.
Quarry, Greene Co.

Groveport Log House, Franklin Co.

New Baltimore Inn, Stark Co.
Tallmadge-Mithoff House, Fairfield Co.
Maria Stein Convent, Mercer Co.
Hosford House, Crawford Co.

Buehl House, Cuyahoga Co.

Gibson House, Hamilton Co.

Trinity Episcopal Church, Vinton Co.
Eakin Mill Covered Bridge, Vinton Co.
Gurney-Kochheiser House, Richland Co.
Garfield, James A., House, Portage Co.
Young, Thomas F., House, Portage Co.
Bellville Village Hall, Richland Co.
Secor Hotel, Lucas Co.

Bellevue (Congo Farm), Pickaway Co.
Coulton House, Lake Co.

Sincerely,

(3\%;:;£;:;?1:;;th, State Historic Preservation

Officer; Director, Ohio Historical Society

THS/glk
enclosures

Ohio Historic Preservation Offhice

Ohio Historical Center 1-71 & 17th Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-8727



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE OHIO
Date Entered pEC 4 WS

) Name Location

.J;Su Methodist Chureh Indian Hil)
@lﬁVﬂabsﬁ:;”j'CQAﬁﬁ‘ff) Hamilton q.llﬂ!
Y f‘/

“L’ \”\/\

v

(8

Also Notified

Hon., Jchn H. Glenn .
- pho

Hon. Willis D. Gradisem, Jr.

Regional Director, Midwest Region

\ PR__MMott/je

12/8/75

State Ristoric Preservation Officer
Dr. Thomas ¥, Smith

Diractor

The Chio Historieal Society
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue
Columbus, Ohie 43211

INT: 2950-75



“ NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

DNGME as it appears on federAlregister: (@) OTHER NAMES: (@Npte of entry: | (@) county code:
United Methodist Church (Armstrong Chapel) N 12-4-75 061
OCATION street & number city / town ici_xy.t;.n% ate| ¥ county @NPS REGION:

5125 Drake Rd., NE of Mariemont Mariemont OH Hamilton Midwest
OWNER [MPRIVATE LISTATE CIMUNICIPAL JCOUNTY CIMULTIPLE (JFEDERAL(agency name) i |@apminisTRATOR:
EXISTING SURVEYS [JHABS CJHAE ONo @CONGRESS DISTRICT r SOURCE of N #TMTE I FEDERAL
if state who prepared form?

=
Ol LocaL RIVATE ORGANIZATION
@CONDITION Odeteriorated altered @eriginal site |@Dfeatures: _ CJSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT=% o CJSUBSIANTIALLY INTACT~2 ggm”\"mmmﬁ
""fl“'"‘t Oruins naltered Omoved S ONOT INTACT-O 90 Nor INTACT-0 OT INTACT - O
Dfof’ Ounexposed Oreconstructed Cunknown WO UNKNOWN -4 WO UNKNOWN =5 SO UNKNOWN -6
Ofair Dunexcavated  Dexcavated Z ) NOT APPLICABLE =7 SO NOT APPLICABLE-S Z [ NOT APPLICABLE- 9
ACCESS_@Ves -Restricted) [VES ~Unrestricted [ No Access (] Unknown |@)ADAPTIVE Ust CIVES&@MU[@  sAVED? DYES | IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? Blyes
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : O ENGINEERING =11 ) LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 [ POLITICS / GOVT.- 21 CIRECREATION =28 @CLA}MS explain
CJARCHEOLOGY - prehistoric-2  [J COMMERCE =6 CJ ENTERTAINMENT-26 O3 LAW- 16 @ﬂ.ﬁumo@ O) SETTLEMENT-29 Thest'C
D) ARCHEOLOGY = historic-1 () COMMUNICATIONS =7 [ EXPLORATION-12 O3 LITERATURE=1) . -l ~ ] L
O SCIENCE- 23 DI URBAN PLANNING=-31 oMest/T\ Ui otr 1t Tyt vrer Y
?lcununm O CONSERVATION=8  (J HEALTH-27 CJ MILITARY = 18 O SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 ) OTHER (SPECIFY) - A
Ancmrmun O ECONOMICS- 9 O INDUSTRY=13 O MusIc- 19 " [J SOCIAL / CULTURAL=-30 ‘only’ O
O ART=5 [0 EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION - 14 D PHILOSOPHY = 20 O TRANSPORTATION =25 \ y
J
@functions g 't @ dates of initial construction: -{83/ ETHNIC GROUP
ASSOCIATION
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: Bt—bjws major alterations : } 8F D
CURRENTLY: - historic events:z
@arohitectural style(s): @arohiteet: @master builder: @engineer:
,///LLLKJ e
@landscape architect s garden designer: @interior decorator: @ artist: @artisan: l@builder/contractor:

NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL: /). .
//é//’/ é‘//,/Lc/ ﬁ?/)» Y/ 1op

EVENTS ¢

- lnily @ua St - papit 4““/“’/%’ o hourel_ ( G lacecd)

f

INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP
il | 2 Stones, Mo difucl VPeBrsgt, Guhd sodf, Ciet Lumtess- ol g Fhent Centl donen. it
///Zl/é(( L3 yee And St /7,/7/“ lpdei— S 7872 s Bieh. ¢/f/ ////”//Z é////zcé/ Aterréle / st

)/7//’///6// /;Z/W/ [U///) //(//,Jﬂ/////c/ G 5 Siyle P{&///L/q LY h /llde‘./J { wJé//,/{ﬂ/(//[/“j/' -‘{/mﬂ/é //‘)/é//o/(_

AR (L 77 ) Mand cnted peads ; 4 Hlver Addde /fT0 o)l Side HAIrE
/ 74 s i ‘V‘fu’ DA i ‘ ; 9, / _ -
/47%/ S % /(/d/[)/// p [O//L‘CtrL é( /4—14 . V //Cﬁf/ (/7//16/\ /;’J.‘) 44‘:[/”” /f/;// - INTE ‘l/ \_)/A— /

o ;L e A Y A =
/(’4%/“ / = v/él/ts ,Ciff/‘ é‘t‘%wa-!‘*—fu. Yol ¢ /Rﬂf,ua‘”/e'x /;/ué///"/J) /’// T e/ f//‘h'fW{]

reviewers initials 4 g __date IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSE
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