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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The district lies along a strip of lakeshore on the south side of
Kelley's Island and averages 250' in width and approximately three-
quarters of a mile in length, It includes forty buildings and the
prehistoric Erie Indian Inscription Rock (National Registe;).

The majority of the buildings are nineteenth century residences
in the Italian Villa, Gothic Revival, High Victorian Italianate, Queen
Anne and Stick styles, and stand on the north side of Water Street
which parallels the lake shore., There are at least four buildings
of special architectural note,

~~ The largest and most important is a great stone mansion at the
east end of the district, It is a large Italian Villa of two-and-a-half
stories, a typical five-bay facade with a central gable which has been
expanded by lateral and axial wings into a cross-shaped plan, Across
the south end of the cross (the facade) is a veranda with a second
story at the center bay only. The original doubled columns of the
ground floor veranda central bay have been replaced by single columns
At the gabled crossing is an unusually large octagonal bracketed bel-
vedere, The interior plan is arranged around a large central octag-
onal space beneath the cupola,

The second largest building (the third to the west of the mansion)
is a frame construction Stick style resort hotel. The three-and-a-half
story building has a long symmetrical lakefront facade whose gabled
end wings face the lake, with a veranda across the entire front and
a central mansard tower,

One more house is especially notable, It is a relatively small
wooden Gothic Revival house, with a symmetrical facade and a central
gable, Its special feature is the excellent and unusual gingerbread
tracery, both on the steep gable bargeboard and the veranda cornice.

In addition, there are many fine Gothic, Victorian Italianate
and Queen Anne residences which line the drive facing the lake,
with no uniform setback. The differences of size, style and placement
make a pleasing variety within a unified setting, The lakeshore is
only a few feet south of the street, so that the effect of the rocky
shoreline complements the buildings. The Inscription Rock stands on
the shore just opposite the great stone mansion,

On Division Street, which runs north from Water Street near the
center of the district, is a large meeting hall of stone construction,
Its basic form is a gabled rectangular block with a simple cornice
and frieze, and its windows are arched in the Romanesque idiom.,

The intersection of Division Street and Water Street is the
commercial center of the village, It contains a few Victorian Italian-
ate bracketed commercial fronts, but several of the buildings at the
center are altered or modern and do not conform to the historic

setting.
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2. LOCATION

The district boundary begins at the shore
line of Lake Erie, on the east boundary line
of the property on Lot 6 known as the Addison
Kelley mansion, and proceeds north and west
along the property line to Addison Road;

Continue across Addison Road on a line
200 feet north of Water Street and parallel
to it, to a point 200 feet east of Division
Street;

Proceed north on a line parallel to Div-
ision Street to the north boundary line of the
property on the south part of Lot 6 known
as the Town Hall;

West along the property line, continuing

B Non-conforming buildings

\
Addison] Road

fAp o

across Division Street on the same line Divigs, - y {
to a point 200 feet west of Division Street; Stree
South on a line parallel to Division Street o
to a point 200 feet north of Water Street;
West on a line parallel to Water Street
to the west boundary line of the property
known as Lot 2, center part, south end,
and known as the Frank Hamilton house;
South along the property line to the
shore line of Lake Erie;
East along the shore line to the point
of beginning, ¥ b
KELLEY'S ISLAND ERIE
SOUTH SHORE DISTRICT
Scale: 1" = 500! Approx., 23 Acres
l. Addison Kelley Mansion
2., Inscription Rock
3. Resort hotel
4, Town Hall g o
5. William Kelley House 5]/ 3
6. E. K., Huntington House (Site of v S
west Indian village) N TR
. Frank Hamilton House 77 Eorth
rrow
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This district has a unique significance in the history of Ohio
as it reveals the character of a permanent population (not that of a
summer resort) whose lives were determined by nineteenth century
Lake Erie island living,

Kelley's Island is the largest American island in Lake Erie,
Inscription Rock, first discovered by white men in 1834, is the only
remnant of two Indian villages known to have existed on the island,
one of which lay within the district. The island was first known as
Cunningham Island after the earliest known settler, As a part of the
Western Reserve, the island was sold to the Connecticut Land Company
in 1794, It was purchased from its various owners in 1833-1836 by Irad
and Datus Kelley, of Cleveland and Rockport respectively,

The township of Kelley's Island was created in 1840, and the
village incorporated in 1887. The stone meeting hall was built by
Datus Kelley in 1860-1861 and presented to the town, It is still the
Town Hall or Kelley's Hall and was used for public meetings and
entertainments without discrimination as to ''creed or doctrine,"

Three products of the island were notable, red cedar, limestone,
and grapes and wines, Addison Kelley, the oldest son of Datus Kelley,
was involved in the island affairs all of his life, He came to the is-
land with his father at the age of 22 and managed the red cedar for-
ests and the export of lumber. From 1853 to 1865 he was the proprie-
tor of the Island House, a hotel for visitors owned by Datus Kelley,
which burned in 1877, In 1865 Addison Kelley completed his ''great
stone house which, ever since the war, has been the principal land-
mark on the south shore,'" Kelley was the president of the Kelley
Island Wine Company for thirty years, He died in 1895 at the age of
83. While the mansion has passed to other hands after serving for
many years as the home of St, Joseph's Academy, the smaller Gothic
house described in (7) is still owned (1974) by a member of the Kelley
family, ,

All the records seem to indicate that the inhabitants, far from
becoming ingrown, developed a self-sufficiency and cultural breadth
unrivalled by other communities of the same size, By 1888, ''the

(Continued)




Norman E, Hills, A History of Kelley's Island, Ohio (Toledo, 1925),
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7. DESCRIPTION

In sum, however, this portion of the south shore of Kelley's
Island is a homogeneous nineteenth century residential area including

several outstanding buildings.
8. SIGNIFICANCE

entire island (was) now in the most perfect cultivation, and as the
boat stops at the landing, and the visitors are met by the hospitable
inhabitants, gay in boating attire, and waiting with private carriages
to drive to their homes, amid luxuriant vineyards and beautiful
homes, one can scarcely believe that all this beauty has been the
work of half a century -- and where elegant homes now abound,

the wigwam of the savage formerly stood.'" To a great extent the
same atmosphere, feeling and association still remain today,
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Kelley's Island South MAR o 7
Shore District A_L I 27 17
2. LOCATION N
STATE COUNTY / TOWN

Ohio E Kelley's Island
STREET AND NUMBER )

\974

Water Street Z DEQ31
3. PHOTO REFERENCE \)\ NN\'\ONP‘:
PHOTO CREDIT DATE REG\S'\\'—T‘ NEGATIVE FILED AT
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Historical Society

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Resort hotel (vacant) on Water Street, looking northeast.
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COMMON: Kelley's Island South Sh‘e-rve District

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

Water Street (See 10-300a)

CITY OR TOWN:

Kelleys Island

STATE: Ohio cODE |COUNTY:

039

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. Kelleys Island Quadrangle %
1:24, 000

lSCALE:

1969

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Kelley's Island
South Shore District
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Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 1

Control by USGS, USC&GS, and U. S. Lake Survey

Planimetry by photogrammetric methods from aerial photograph
taken 1956. Topography by planetable surveys 1959. Revised from
aerial photographs taken 1969. Field checked 1969 |

Selected hydrographic data compiled from U. S. Lake Survey Chqrt 364 (1967)
This information is not intended for navigational purposes

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grid based on Ohio coordinate system, north zone
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,

zone 17, shown in blue

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked

Entire area lies within the Connecticut Western Reserve

42'30"

STATE OF OHIO
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
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(SANDUSKY)
44661 NW
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7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC)

SW/4 KELLEYS ISLAND 15" QUADRANGLE
363 364

[ ] @® INTERIOR EOLOGICAL SURVEY. WASHINGTON. D. C.— 1971

363 34000m. |
ROAD CLASSIFICATION

Secondary highway, all weather, Light-duty road, all weather,
hard surface . improved surface
Unimproved road, fair or dry
weather

O State Route
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41°37'30"
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4600
32'30"
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ﬂ II;I; l and I; Avenu
the ohio historical society/ ohio historical center/columbus, ohio 43211/ Gelephone (614) 466-4663

December 19, 1974

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th & C Streets, N.W. s
Washington, D.C. 20240 _ a A

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Transmitted herewith are twenty (20) completed National Register forms.
All have been approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory
Board and owners of subject properties have been informed of our intent
to register.

NEW SUBMISSIONS:

Kelley's Island South Shore District, Erie Co.
Engine House No. 3, Erie Co.

Florence Township Town Hall, Florence, Erie Co.
Oldtown (0l1d Chillicothe), Greene Co.

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Depot, Huron Co.
Benedict, Dr. David DeForest, Residence, Huron Co.
Buckeye Furnace Covered Bridge, Jackson Co.
Idora Park Merry-Go-Round, Mahoning Co.

Classic Theater, Montgomery Co.

Dayton Woman's Club, Montgomery Co.

Kemp, Lewis, House, Montgomery Co.

Mudlick Homestead, Montgomery Co.

Mudlick Mill, Montgomery Co.

Oregon Historic District, Montgomery Co.
Huffman Covered Bridge, Noble Co.

South Salem Covered Bridge, Ross Co.

Western Reserve Academy, Summit Co.

Reed Covered Bridge, Union Co.

Root Covered Bridge, Washington Co.

Parker Covered Bridge, Wyandot Co.

Acting Historic Preservation Officer

CP/glk
enclosures



Regional Pirector
L3

s Midwest Region
M¥ott/osh  3/28/75

Copy to Mr, Crecco

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE CAIO

"

Date Entered

".': oy
rin}( ,’T ‘Z 1”)

Name

l Eelley's Xelsud South Tslend Distriet

Hobexts lound
Holy Fame High School-Gellagher Puilding

Thoann Log House

% “

District

>

COregon Rigtorie

Glendale Folice Station

Root Covered Eridge

Johnson's Islend Civil War Priscn end
. Fo¥t Bite

Leke Ghore and Michigan Southern Passenger

Also Notified

Hon. John H. Glenn, Jr.
¥on. Robert Taft, Jr.
Yion. Charles A. Hosher
£one Thomas ¥, Kirdness
Fone dJonsg V. Stanton
Fone Willics H, Haveha
Pon, Charlies W, Woslen, J2,
lione Willis De Gradison, J2.
Hon. Clarence B. Miller
Fone Delbert L. Lotta

Location

Kelley's Island
Eria County

Auburn
Butler County

Cleveland
Cuyahoga County

8t, Martins Vieinity
Brown County

Dayton
Montgunery County
Glendsle

Esmilton County

Decaturville Vicinity
Vasbington County

Johngon's XIsland, Danbury Township
Ottava County #

Conneaut ‘
Aghitsbula County

State Historie Preservation Officor
¥r, Charles C. Pratt

Actirg Director

The Chio Historical Socliety
Interstate 71 et 17th Avenue
Colurbus, Ohio 43211
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(INAME as it appears on federal register: (® OTHER NAMES: (3)date of entry: (@) county code:
elley's Island South Shore District " 3m27=75 043
@LO ATION street & number city I},own vicinity of }t,ate l/ county @NPS REGION:
ater St. , S side of Kelley's Island Kelley's Island T OH Erie MIdwest
@ owNER CIPRWATE DISTATE_CIMUNICIPAL_CICOUNTCGGHfLTIPLE) OO FEDERAL agency name) |@aominisTrATOR:

(@) Ex1STING SURVEYS [JHABS CJHAER CINHL|@O)FunDED? Oyves CIND @CONGRESS-D|STR|CT

(12)SOURCE of NOMINATION @ME  CIFEDERAL

if state who_prepared form?
=
O rocaL  \ CIp@IVATE ORGANIZATION

@CONrDITION Ddeteriorated  [gattered Oaxiginal site |@features: _ CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 gTISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT=R—CTSUBSTANTIALLY INTA
xo;llent Oruins Ounaltered Omoved EONUT INTACT-O gD NOT INTACT=O OCINOT INTACLT - ©
Ogoo Ounexposed Oreconstructed Ounknown <FCTINKNOWN =3~ EO UNKNOWN -5 > UNKNOWN -€
Ofair Dunexcavated Oexcavated Z0INOT APPLICABLE-7 WO NOT APPLICABLE-8 Z [ NOT APPLICABLE- B

@ACCESS [YES-Restricted @YES -Unrestricted [] No Access [JUnknown |@BADAPTIVE Us OYES(ONQ{@)  saven? D Yes | 1S PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? s Ono
€1) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : O ENGINEERING =11 OJ LANDSCAPE ARCH.~ 15 [J POLITICS/ GOVT." 21 CJRECREATION -28 CLAIMS: explain

PERCHTOTICY =Tremstasic=) [ COMMERCE -6 D ENTERTAINMENT-26 O3 LAW-1§ (O RELIGION= 22 O] SETTLEMENT=29 first’O

[ ARCHEOLDGY = historic=1 [J COMMUNICATIONS =7 (O EXPLORATION =12 O LITERATURE=17 J SCIENCE= 23 D) URBAN PLANNING=31 | « ,

oldest’ )

) AGRICULTURE =3 O CONSERVATION=8 (D HEALTH-27 CJ MILITARY - 18 &SOTIAL/ HUMANITARIA @ [ OTHER (SPECIFY)

2TReHITECTUR O ECONOMICS -9 O INDUSTRY-13 O Music- 19 O SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30  __ ‘only’ O

0 ART=5 O EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION - 14 D PHILOSOPHY = 20 O TRANSPORTATION - 25 y

ya
@ functions " @ dates o initial constructions . 4"(@'%‘3"‘" ETHNIC GROUR
2 . 14 ASSOCIATION
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: MM“‘,O‘L— major alterations ; ¥, 7 il A3
CURRENTLY: e historic events:
£ k= s
7 75 7 Ié 7 s N =

@ architectural stfle\(s). ez V//Cf_'%/ -Jﬂ lavdfe, Quuen il‘:hitect- [@master builder: @engineer.

(it Mow ., Shirk Sy e, Dhalive Wila
@o fandscape arthitect s gardendesigner: @interidr decorator: @ artist: @artisan: @bui.lderIOOntractor:

@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL: //-@J(;Lb)a/a\r /u//a/ ~imhat seHliet

EVENTS : //ﬂ/llﬂ/.{ PU"C/‘-ll‘*dea//%‘m (2r207. /gup/ &, /P% 3-34.

INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP
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