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E N T R Y D A T E 
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1. NAME 

Kelley's Island South-Sfe©i-e District-
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Water Street (See 10-300a) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Kelley's Island 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T ; 

13 - Charles E . Mosher 
S T A T E 

Ohio 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

E r i e 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

Ohio 
039 

C O U N T Y : 

E r i e 043 
CLASSfFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

E Distr ict • Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

• Public 

• Private 

E Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

I I In Process 

1 I Being Considered 

55 Occupied 

i I Unoccupied 

I I Preservotion work 

in progress 

Yes: 

• Restricted 

g Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

^ Commercial 

I I Educational 

I I Entertainment 

PC] Government 

I I Industrial 

• Mil i tary ' 

I I M u s e u m 

• Park 

Privote Residence 

[7] Religious 

fTl Scientific 

D Transportation 

• Other (Spocify) 

I I Comments 

[ 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Multiple public and private. Notify Mayor of Kelley's Island 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

5- t O C A T f O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

E r i e County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

323 Columbus Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Sandusky 

<i. RE f>MMN I A t ION f N E XI ST ING SU R V E Y S 
T i t U E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federol • State • C o u n t y ' • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 



17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
E x c e l l e n t • Good • F o i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins Q Unexposed 

f C h e c * O n e ; 

E A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved g O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The d i s t r i c t l ies 9.1ong a s t r i p of lakeshore on the south side of 
Kel ley ' s Island and averages 250' i n width and approximate ly three-
quar ters of a m i l e i n length. I t includes f o r t y buildings and the 
p reh i s to r i c E r i e Indian Insc r ip t ion Rock (National Regis ter) . 

The m a j o r i t y of the buildings are nineteenth century residences 
in the I ta l i an V i l l a , Gothic Revival , High V i c t o r i an I tal ianate, Queen 
Anne and Stick styles, and stand on the nor th side of Water Street 
which para l le l s the lake shore. There are at least f o u r buildings 
of special a r ch i t ec tu ra l note. 

The largest and most impor tan t is a great stone mansion at the 
east end of the d i s t r i c t . I t is a large I ta l ian V i l l a of two-and-a-ha l f 
s tor ies , a typ ica l f i ve -bay facade w i t h a cen t ra l gable which has been 
expanded by l a t e r a l and ax ia l wings into a cross-shaped plan . Across 
the south end of the cross (the facade) is a veranda w i t h a second 
s tory at the center bay only. The o r i g i n a l doubled colxxmns of the 
ground f l o o r veranda cent ra l bay have been replaced by s.ingle columns 
A t the gabled cross ing is an unusually large octagonal bracketed b e l ­
vedere. The i n t e r i o r plan is arranged around a large cent ra l octag­
onal space beneath the cupola. 

The second largest bui lding (the t h i r d to the west of the mansion) 
is a f r a m e const ruct ion Stick style r e so r t hote l . The three-and-a-ha l f 
s tory bui lding has a long s y m m e t r i c a l l akef ron t facade whose gabled 
end wings face the lake, wi th a veranda across the ent i re f r o n t and 
a cen t ra l mansard tower . 

One m o r e house is especially notable. I t is a r e l a t ive ly sma l l 
wooden Gothic Revival house, w i t h a s y m m e t r i c a l facade and a cen t ra l 
gable. Its special fea ture is the excellent and unusual gingerbread 
t r ace ry , both on the steep gable bargeboard and the veranda corn ice . 

In addit ion, there are many f ine Gothic, V i c t o r i a n Italianate 
and Queen Anne residences which l ine the d r ive facing the lake, 
w i th no u n i f o r m setback. The di f ferences of size, style and placement 
make a pleasing va r i e ty wi th in a un i f i ed set t ing. The lakeshore is 
only a few feet south of the street , so that the effect of the rocky 
shoreline complements the bui ldings . The Insc r ip t ion Rock stands on 
the shore jus t opposite the great stone mansion. 

On Div i s ion Street, which runs nor th f r o m Water Street near the 
center of the d i s t r i c t , is a large meeting ha l l of_stone cons t ruct ion . 
Its basic f o r m is a gabled rectangular block wi th a s imple cornice 
and f r i e z e , and its windows are arched i n the Romanesque i d i o m . 

The in te rsec t ion of Div i s ion Street and Water Street is the 
c o m m e r c i a l center of the v i l l a g e . I t contains a few V i c t o r i a n I t a l i an ­
ate bracketed c o m m e r c i a l f r o n t s , but several of the buildings at the 
center are a l te red or modern and do not confo rm to the h i s to r i c 
sett ing, • 

Continued. 
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2. LOCATION 
The d i s t r i c t boundary begins at the shore 

l ine of Lake E r i e , on the east boundary l ine 
of the p roper ty on Lot 6 known as the Addison 
Kel ley mansion, and proceeds nor th and west 
along the p roper ty l ine to Addison Road; 

Continue across Addison Road on a line 
200 feet north of Water Street and parallel 
to it, to a point 200 feet east of Division 
Street; \ 

Proceed nor th on a l ine p a r a l l e l to D i v ­
i s ion Street to the nor th boundary l ine of the 
p roper ty on the south par t of Lot 6 known 
as the Town H a l l ; 

West along the p roper ty l ine , continuing 
across Div i s ion Street on the same line 
to a point 200 feet west of Div i s ion Street; 

South on a l ine p a r a l l e l to Div i s ion Street 
to a point 200 feet nor th of Water Street; 

West on a l ine p a r a l l e l to Water Street 
to the west boundary l ine of the p roper ty 
known as Lot 2, center par t , south end, 
and known as the F rank Hami l ton house; 

South along the proper ty l ine to the 
shore line of Lake E r i e ; 

East along the shore l ine to the point 
of beginning, 

K E L L E Y ' S ISLAND , , 
SOUTH SHORE DISTRICT ''• 

Addis 

Scale: 1' 500 ' Approx . 23 Acres 

1. Addison Kel ley Mansion 
2. Insc r ip t ion Rock 
3. Resort hotel 
4. Town Ha l l 
5. W i l l i a m Kel ley House 
6. E , K, Huntington House (Site of 

west Indian v i l lage) }• ; 
7. F rank Hami l ton House 
H Non-conforming buildings 

Nor th 
A r r o w 

GPO 921 -7 24 



SIGNIFtCANCE 

PERIOD fChecJt One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Century 

5 ] 19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l 

^ P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

[ I I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

^ S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

{ I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

1 1 Urban Planning 

n Other (Specily) 

I / ) 

z 
o 

f -

u 

lU 

UJ 

L O 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This d i s t r i c t has a unique signif icance in the h i s to ry of Ohio 
as i t reveals the character of a permanent population (not that of a 
summer reso r t ) whose l ives were determined by nineteenth century 
Lake E r i e is land l i v i n g , 

Kel ley ' s Is land is the largest A m e r i c a n is land in Lake E r i e . 
I n sc r ip t i on Rock, f i r s t discovered by white men in 1834, is the only 
remnant of two Indian vi l lages known to have existed on the is land, 
one of which lay w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t . The is land was f i r s t known as 
Cunningham Island a f t e r the ear l ies t known se t t le r . As a pa r t of the 
Western Reserve, the is land was sold to the Connecticut Land Company 
in 1794, I t was purchased f r o m its var ious owners i n 1833-1836 by I rad 
and Datus Kel ley , of Cleveland and Rockport respect ive ly . 

The township of Kel ley ' s Island was created in 1840, and the 
v i l l age incorpora ted in 1887, The stone meeting ha l l was bu i l t by 
Datus Kel ley i n I86O-I86I and presented to the town. I t is s t i l l the 
Town H a l l or Kel ley ' s Ha l l and was used f o r public meetings and 
entertainments without d i s c r im ina t i on as to "creed or d o c t r i n e , " 

Three products of the is land were notable, r ed cedar, l imestone, 
and grapes and wines. Addison Kel ley , the oldest son of Datus Kel ley , 
was involved in the is land a f f a i r s a l l of his l i f e . He came to the i s ­
land wi th his fa ther at the age of 22 and managed the red cedar f o r ­
ests and the export of lumber . F r o m 1853 to 1865 he was the p r o p r i e ­
to r of the Island House, a hotel f o r v i s i t o r s owned by Datus Kel ley , 
which burned in 1877. In 1865 Addison Kel ley completed his "great 
stone house which, ever since the war , has been the p r i n c i p a l land­
m a r k on the south shore. " Kel ley was the president of the Kel ley 
Island Wine Company f o r t h i r t y years . He died in 1895 at the age of 
83, While the mansion has passed to other hands a f t e r serving f o r 
many years as the home of St, Joseph's Academy, the sma l l e r Gothic 
house descr ibed in (7) is s t i l l owned (1974) by a member of the Kel ley 
f a m i l y . 

A l l the records seem to indicate that the inhabitants, f a r f r o m 
becoming ingrown, developed a s e l f - s t i f f i c i ency and c u l t u r a l breadth 
un r iva l l ed by other communit ies of the same size. By 1888, "the 

(Continued) 
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Norman E, H i l l s , A His to ry of Ke l ley ' s Island, Ohio (Toledo, 1925). 
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n . STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATIOH 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

''valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this notiunation is: 

National • State W l Local • 
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Titl( 

Date 

NATIONAL REGISTER VEftlFtCATTON 

I liereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Of/ice oi Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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7. DESCRIPTION • 

In sum, however, this po r t ion of the south shore of Ke l ley ' s 
Island is a homogeneous nineteenth century res ident ia l area including 
several outstanding bui ldings, . ^ ' - .T ^V-.i : 

8. SIGNIFICANCE , >r • ' ' 

ent i re is land (was) now in the most per fec t cu l t iva t ion , and as the 
boat stops at the landing, and the v i s i t o r s are met by the hospitable 
inhabitants, gay in boating a t t i r e , and wai t ing wi th p r iva te carr iages 
to d r ive to the i r homes, amid luxur ian t vineyards and beaut i fu l 
homes, one can scarcely believe that a l l this beauty has been the 
work of half a century - - and where elegant homes now abound, 
the wigwam of the savage f o r m e r l y s tood ," To a great extent the 
same atmosphere, fee l ing and associat ion s t i l l r ema in today. 

GPO 9 2 1 - 7 2 4 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

\%. K A M E 

C O M M O N : Kel ley ' s Island South Sj»e^e D i s t r i c t 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Water Street (See 10-300a) 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Kelleys Island 

Ohio C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Cuyahoga 
CODE Ohio 

039 

C O U N T Y : 

Cuyahoga 035 

z 

UJ 

UJ 

3. MAP R E F E R E N C e 

U . S . G . S . Kelleys Island Quadrangle 

1:24. 000 
1969 

4, REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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Interstate 71 and 17th Avenue 

the Ohio historical sociebq/ohio historical center/columbus,ohio432ii/telephone(6 

December 19, 1974 

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th § C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Transmitted herewith are twenty (20) completed National Register forms. 
A l l have been approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory 
Board and owners of subject properties have been informed of our intent 
to register. 

NEW SUBMISSIONS: 

Kelley's Island South Shore Distr i c t , Erie Co. 
Engine House No. 3, Erie Co. 
Florence Township Town Hall, Florence, Erie Co. 
Oldtown (Old Chillicothe), Greene Co. 
Baltimore § Ohio Railroad Depot, Huron Co. 
Benedict, Dr. David DeForest, Residence, Huron Co 
Buckeye Furnace Covered Bridge, Jackson Co. 
Idora Park Merry-Go-Round, Mahoning Co. 
Classic Theater, Montgomery Co. 
Dayton Woman's Club, Montgomery Co. 
Kemp, Lewis, House, Montgomery Co. 
Mudlick Homestead, Montgomery Co. 
Mudlick M i l l , Montgomery Co. 
Oregon Historic D i s t r i c t , Montgomery Co. 
Huffman Covered Bridge, Noble Co. 
South Salem Covered Bridge, Ross Co. 
Western Reserve Academy, Summit Co. 
Reed Covered Bridge, Union Co. • ^ 
Root Covered Bridge, Washington Co. 
Parker Covered Bridge, Wyandot Co. 1- f 

'•Wjlrt-:̂ ,. ̂ V.,. rf^, 

Ctefles C. Pratt, Acting Director 
Acting Historic Preservation Officer 

CP/glk 
enclosures 
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Qregoa Eietorlo District 
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Jokuson's Island Civil Har fzlaon eod 
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Kob«xt Saft, Jr. 
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Iv.-̂ a. Ĵ naa Staxrton 

Also Notifie d 

Location 

Erie Coisity 

Butler Coaaty 

CUnrelasd 

St, ^urtlns Vicinity 
Browzi County 

Z4ontgoffi«ry CooDtgr 

Glendfile 
BaiBilton Coujoty 

Decatiarville Vicicity 
Wai»i\irŝ ;tea Couaty 

Johnooa'a Island^ Dmltxixy Tcfim̂ : 
Ottssem Couiaty 

Con̂ AftVEt 
AfbtaliulA CooBty 

Stat* EtstoTic Preservatloa Offii 
Mr* Cliarlos C. FefM, 
Acting Director 
She <M.o Historical Sociftty 
loterfttftte 71 et ll'th Avenu© 
Colus2S>us, Oliio U3211 




