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I7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 
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^ A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved O r i g i n a l S i te 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ' 

The Lagonda Club Building gives almost exactly the same 
external appearance today as i t did when opened i n 1895, 
except f o r the normal accumulation of c i t y grime, which a 
good sandblasting would remove. 

The structure i s a rectangulai* one of three storys plus 
a high "Snglish" basement, making a t o t a l of four storys i n 
r e a l i t y . This four story e f f e c t i s more appai'ent at the north 
end, as the ground on which the building i s constructed 
slopes at about a 10 degree angle from south to north. The 
main facade of the building i s on Spring Street, which slopes; 
the High St. facade i s subsidiai'y, but s t i l l ornamental. 

The basement, or f i r s t f l o o r l e v e l , i s constructed of 
f i n e l y dressed ashlai* masoru'y i n limestone. There i s a symetrical 
arrd^9 ing of large and small rectangular windows, but these 
ai-e completely devoid of any ornamentation. An external d i v i s i o n 
Is mai'ked between the f i r s t and second f l o o r s by a limestone 
noulding. 

The second f l o o r of the building, as well as the other 
two, I s constructed of brick, with stone work o f f s e t t i n g the 
windows and doors. On the Spring St. side, there ai'e two 
nain doorways, flanked on the outside by two major windows. 
Between the doorways i s a t r i p a i ' t i t e window. The two doorways 
rise from the f i r s t f l o o r l e v e l and extend halfway up the 
second. Each doorway has a panel of carved stone on either side 
l i t h a modified acanthus design. The panels and doorway are 
surmounted by an entablature of stone and t h i s I s topped by 
a semicircular l i g h t , Inset with stained glass of art nouveau 
style. The southern doorway has the name "LACJONDA" carved on 
the entablature. The flanking windows are deeply inset and 
Dordered by stone pilasters of Corinthian design, supporting 
semicirculai' l i g h t s with stained glass. A fake entablature i s 
created above these windows by the use of mouldings alone. 
The central t r i p a i ' t i t e window i s completely p l a i n , except f o r 
smooth stone facing and mulllons. The stone facing i s done i n 
square blocks of varying width. The aigh Street side, lacking 
in entrance to the second f l o o r , offsets t h i s by a ce n t r a l l y 
placed window duplicate to the flanking windows on the other 
side. However, the semicii*oular l i g h t i s surrounded and surmoun­
ted by r i c h l y cai'ved stone panels of acanthus suid wreath designs 
These create the ef f e c t of a miniature Roman Triumphal Ai*ch. 
This grand conception i s flanked by two u t t e r l y p l a i n windows, 
lone i n the same style as the centex' window on the Spring St, 
side. The second f l o o r i s separated from the t h i r d , l i k e the 
r i r s t , by a stone moulding. 

The t h i r d f l o o r on Spring St. i s dominated by a ce n t r a l l y 
placed triple-arched portico, almost f l u s h with the surface of 
;he building. The two piex's and two p i l a s t e r s of t h i s portico, 
as w e l l as the entablature x'eaching the foux'th floox* l e v e l , are 
jompletely covered with the same carving motifs used below. 
This portico i s flanked on the south by a single window and 
;hen a double one. The single one illuminates the southex'n staix"-
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central f i v e 
a t r i p l e 

w e l l . On the nox'th, thex'e i s but one double window. These have 
the smooth stone facings of varying width. The High Stx^eet 
side has a pl a i n double window centx*ally placed. On either side 
of i t are oval ox' medallion insets, backed with stone, and having 
applied stone cax'ving of a modified f l e u r - d e - l i s design at the 
top and bottom, i\gain thex'e i s a stone moulding at the point 
of sep»x'ation from the foux'th f l o o r . 

On Spring St,, the f o u r t h floox* features a 
l i g h t bank of windows. On the south end there i s 
window. On the nox'th end thex*e i s a single window l i g h t i n g the 
northern staix'well and then a tx*iple window. The facings ai'e 
a l l smooth dressed stone as befox'e. The High Street side 
nas only a c e n t r a l l y placed bank of f i v e windows. The most 
Interesting part of the fo u r t h f l o o r i s that the entire exterior 
brick work i s done i n a vast x*eticulated or net design, using 
l i g h t and darker brick. 

Above the fourth f l o o r there i s a d e n t i l moulding, ionic 
f r e i z e , almost f l a t bx'ackets and a crowning moulding a l l sheathed 
i n metal (px'obably coppex'). 

Taken as a whole, the extex'lox* of the building px'oduces 
at least two e f f e c t s . The two doox*ways on Spring Street, which 
even have carved f i n l a l s on top of the entablature, with t h e i r 
I'ich carvings give an impression of "Moox'isco-Spanish " gothic. 
The horizontal bulk of the building together with the t h i r d 
floox' pox'tico and the flatness of the roof when viewed from 
below gives the impression of an I t a l i a n Renaissance palazzo. 
The High St. window on the second floox*, of course, i s but the 
architect's attempts at combining the Spx'ing Stx'eet doorways 
eind portico i n t o a single u n i t that would sex've to ox'nament a 
side of the building that had no majox' entry, but yet faced an 
impox'tant Spx'ingfield thox'oughfare, 

The Lagonda Club Building was designed by the w e l l known 
ax'chitect Px'ank M. Andrews of the Dayton fix'm, Williams 3c Andrews 
Constructed of buff-pink brick and Bedford stone, i t has some­
times been refex'x*ed to as "Px'ench Renaissance" i n design. I f 
anything, i t px'obably owes the majority of i t s design to Louis 
Sullivan and his Columbian Exposition "Transpox'tation Building," 
as well as the whole Beaux Ax*ts school. Howevex', the foux'th 
f l o o r brickwork seems to be i n advance of pre-W. W. I Tudor 
Revival mania which swept Spx'ingfield, l i k e other American c i t i e s 

GPO 92J-724 
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• H i s t o r i c 
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• A r t 

1 I Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 Educa t i on 

1 I Eng inee r i ng 

1 I I ndus t r y 

1 1 I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[ I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I 1 Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

JC1 S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

[ I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The significance of the Lagonda Club Building l i e s 
i n two directions? one of ar c h i t e c t u r a l values and the other 
of social values. 

In the ax'ca of ax'chlteoture, the building i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
i n that i t was designed by Prank M. Andrews (1867-1948) who 
was appax'ently an eax'ly exponent of the Louis Sullivan-Beaux 
Arts School of Architecture. Andrews i s a well recognized 
American ax'chitect, having designed such structures as the 
Riebold Building and the Dayton City Club (both, Dayton Ohio) 
as well as the National Cash liegister Building i n Dayton and 
the State Capitol buildings f o r both Kentucky and Montana. 
At the time of the design and constx'uction of the Lagonda 
Club Building, Mr. ;\ndrews was related by Max'X'iage to 
Mr. Oscar T. Martin, one of the foundex's of the Club, which 
may have helped him procux'e the commission. Some yeax's l a t e r , 
i n 1909, he renounced t h i s max'X'̂ iiage by divorce and X'emax'X'led, 
t h i s time, the Bx'oadway actress'Pauline Predex'lok, I?roia 19IO 
onwax'ds, Mr. iindrews i n his biographies I n "Who's 'who" makes 
no mention of his Springfield connection. Thus, his designing 
of the Lagonda Club Building i s l i t t l e known outside of older 
c i r c l e s i n Springf i e l d . 

A second aspect of the Lagonda Club Building i s the set 
of social values f o r which i t stood. Although by i t s opening 
i n 1895 Springfield had passed i t s peak, i t was s t i l l a major 
manufacturing center of farm implements f o r the United States. 
As such, i t had a "Society" stratum which i t s e l f consisted of 
two le v e l s . Thex'e was s t i l l a small core of older pioneers 
and s e t t l e r s who had succeeded immensely well i n commex'ce, 
manufacturing and the professions? at the same time, there 
was a larger group of the sons of those e a r l i e r i n d i viduals. 
Preed fx'om the anxieties and px'oblems of worldly success, v i a 
t h e i r fathers* fox'tunes, t h i s younger "set" experienced the 
same syndx'ome as others across the Countx'y i n a similax' 
s i t u a t i o n . That i s , they created a monied aristocracy and, 
l i k e iSnglishmen of the pex'lod, attempted to withdx'aw fx'om 
ox'dinax'y society by cx'eating a private world whex'e they would 
encountex' only theix' own px'ivate values. I n t h i s pex'haps 
s t i f l i n g atmiosphex'e, evex'y thought was tux'ned to the physical 
ox'nmentation of the ^tjuildlng, no doubt fox' the sake of divex'-
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8. Significance corP^^^R OF COMMERCE BUILDING ..̂  ̂  

sion as well as symbolic of the exclusiveness of the Club, 
Snox'mous sums were spent on red Spanish leathex* upholstex'y, 
with oxidized s i l v e r tacks, s i l v e r gas and e l e c t r i c f i x t u r e s , 
stained glass, velvet and sa t i n hangings as well as damask 
drapex'ies — to mention but a few items, Creatux'e comfox'ts 
wex'e not lacking and culminated i n a vaunted x'efrigex'atox* 
which could cool champagne "to a fx'appe i n 20 minutes," 

The Lagonda Club opened i t s doors on the evening of 
Novembex' 7, 1895 to what the He public-Times called an 
assembly of "Fair Women and xix'ave Men," Luxux'y, alone, however, 
could not sustain the Club, With the r i s e of the Springfield 
Countx'y Club, an inevitable decline set i n , due, of course, 
to changing social pattex'ns as well as the dx'ift of monied 
people to the north side of Sp r i n g f i e l d , In 1923i during 
the dsiys of "Gatsby" and the reaction against Victox'ian 
convention, the Lagonda Club closed and was sold to the 
Springfield Chamber of Commerce, Fox' the next f o r t y years 
the C of C owned and opex'ated the buil d i n g , constantly 
nibbling away at the fox'mex* elegance. The Gx'and Staix'case 
and musicians* balcony wex'e removed, the elegant hangings 
x'eplaced by more mundane Venetian blinds and the h a l l s 
and lounges subdivided int o o f f i c e s and cubicles. 

In October, I963 the Chamber of Commerce moved to the 
Shawnee Hotel and the building remained vacant fox' a yeax', 
u n t i l the Wsa'der Public Librax'y temporarily rented space 
on the f i r s t f l o o r . The building had now been acquix'ed by 
i t s present ownex', Mx', Geox'ge Haup, 
also occupied quartex's on the second 
both of these concex'ns moved and the 
u n t i l eax'ly i n 197^, when Mx', Haup moved his law 
along with sevex'al othex' professionals, i n t o the 

A business college 
f l o o r . About 1971 
building stood empty 

o f f i c e s , 
building 

and x'eactivated the second floox', at the same time leasing 
the basement, ox' fix'st f l o o r , to a px'inting establishment. 

Mx'. Haup, the owner, has a deep committment to the 
building and would l i k e to see i t x'estox'ed and. floux'ishing. 
Howevex', finances eu'e a sex'ious problem. I t i s his hope 
that inclusion on the National Registex' w i l l not only c a l l 
a t t e n t i o n to t h i s landmark architecture, but w i l l also 
a t t r a c t new renters, thereby e f f e c t i v e l y recycling t h i s 
h i s t o r i c stx'iicture, which i s v i r t u s d l y i n t a c t extex'nally. 

GPO 921-7 24 
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