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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Exterior: This is a two and a half story Flemish and American bond
red brick house with gable roof. To the rear there is a one story
Twentieth Century shed roof addition. The foundation is regular
coursed trimmed fieldstone covered with concrete on the south facade
and exposed on the other facades. The main south facade has five bays
and is laid in Flemish bond. The entry door, with its three light
transom above, is in the center bay, . anddthis bayyis slightly off cen-
ter to the west. There are two 3/3 double hung sash windows on the
first level on each side of the entry. The windows have gauged brick
lintels and stone sills. There is a smaller 3/3 double hung sash win-
dow above each of the first level openings. The cornice is corbeled
brick below brick laid on edge to give a saw-tooth appearance. There
are Queen's closer headers on this facade.

The east and west facades of the original house, laid in American bond,
are nearly windowless. In the gable to the left of the interior end
chimneys on each of these facades, there is a small four light window.
On the east facade the initials 2V, set in black headers, are centered
in the gable. Also on this facade there is a 6/6 double hung sash win-
dow on the first level. This window and a similar one in the one story
Twentisth Century shed roof addition flank an entrance door, also in
the addition. A screened porch and patio connect the one story addis
tion to the original smoke house.

Interior: The interior of the house still contains the original black
walnut window sills and reveals. In the center entrance hall is the
original open well two run walnut stairs. The wall on the west side of
the hall has black walnut paneling laid horizontally. The boards vary
in width up to about eighteen inches. There is a single room to the
right and left of the hell. The doorways are barely six feet highs
Both doors are paneled "Christian door" types. The door to the right
is hinged to fold flat against the jamb. The room to the right containg
the original mantelpieceland open cupboard on the right side of the
fireplace. The room to the 1left still contains the original paneled
cupboards on the left side of the fireplace which has been closed.
There is an original chair rail in this room as in all the other rooms
of the house. To the rear of both first floor rooms and the hall are
entrances to the Twemtieth Century addition. This addition contains a
kitchen, dining room, lavatory and laundry. The detailing, ise. chair
rails, window reveals, etc. have been copied from the earlier portion
of the house.

On the second floor there are three rooms. There is a small room at
the top of the stairs, now used as a bathroom, and a single large room
on either side. The original vertical black walnut paneling in the hall
and wide width floor boards remain in addition to the original plaster
pn the ceiling and walls. There is a fireplace on the east and west
walls with the original carved mantelpieces and brick hearths. There
are built-in wood cupboards on the south side of both rooms. In the
east room next to the cupboard there is a narrow winding staircase
which leads to the attic.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is a good example of Federal Style architecture, and it
was the first brick house near Shandon, Ohio. It has several unusual
features including a corbeled brick cornice and interior black walnut
paneling.

The house was built between 1814-16 by John Vaughan (1764-1848) who
had come from the parish of Carno, Montgomeryshire, North Wales. He
and his wife, Mary Jones, and a group of settlers came to Butler
County about 1801, shortly after another group of Welshmen including
David Francis, a direct forebear of the present owner, had come to
Colerain Township. Vaughan made his first payment on the land Novem-
ber 8, 1801 for the east half of section 25, Morgan Township, Butler
County.

Originally, the family lived :in a log cabin near Paddy's Run. This
was replaced with the construction of the brick house at the present
location. The bricks were fired on the site by James Shaw of Washing-
ton County, Ohio. GShaw also acted as foreman of the brickyard and
superintended the making of the mortar.

Vaughan was known for his hospitality. The area around Shandon was
settled by many Welshmen, and Vaughan paid passage for many of them.
In the winter of 1818-19, Vaughan shared his house with twenty Welsh
settlers who had not yet built homes. Vaughan's house served as a
model when many of these settlers subseguently built houses. He also
manufactured the brick for most of the houses. Vaughan gave most of
the land for the first church, built in 1825, and the graveyard for
the community. Until then the church often met in Vaughan's barn.

Vaughan's wife Mary died in 1805 after the birth of their san, William
About 1807 he married Ruth Crosby Comstock (1766-1825), a school
teacher from New England. In 1828 he married Mary Wardell Brightwell
(1765-1853). Vaughan's son William married Mary Bebb, daughter of
Edward and Margaret Bebb, in 1824. William Vaughan was the first

postmaster of Paddy's Run, and the house served as the postoffice from
1831 to 1847.

Martha Ann Vaughan (1832-1905), the daughter of William and Mary
Vaughan, married Abner Francis (1829-1894) in 1852. He was the grand-
son of David Francis (1772-1848) and Mary Rowland (1774-1852) who were

among the first group of Welsh settlers to settle Shandon in 1795.
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Ks,the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

The house has remained in the Vaughan-Francis family to the present time.
The present owners have made a conscientious effort to preserve the

house and insure that any alterations or additions are in character with
the original house. They are considering replacing the present window
sash with 12/8 on the first level and 8/8 on the second level. This will
be done with reference to a Nineteenth Century photograph which shouws

the original appearance of the house. ki
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