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U OWNER OF PROPERTY 
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Mr . & M r s . John D. F r a n c i s 
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6. RE PRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Ohio Arts Council Rural Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : May 1971 • Fede ro l State I I Coun ty Q L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

C i n c i n n a t i Ohio 039 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
(X] E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r 

( C h e c k One) 

\ 1 De te r i o ra ted • Ru r 1 Unexposed 

fChecJc O n e ; 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

fCheclk O n e ; 

• Moved 1x1 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Exterior: This i s a tuio and a half story Flemish and American bond 
red brick house uiith gable roof. To the rear there i s a one story 
Tuentieth Century shed roof addition. The foundation i s regular 
coursed trimmed fieldstone covered u i t h concrete on the south facade 
and exposed on the other facades. The main south facade has f i v e bays 
and i s l a i d i n Flemish bond. The entry door, u i t h i t s three l i g h t 
transom above, i s i n the center bay, and th i s bay i s s l i g h t l y o f f cen­
te r to the uest. There are tuo 3/3 double hung sash uindous on the 
f i r s t level on each side of the entry. The uindous have gauged brick 
l i n t e l s and stone s i l l s . There i s a smaller 3/3 double hung sash uin-
dou above each of the f i r s t level openings. The cornice i s corbeled 
brick belou brick l a i d on edge to give a sau-tooth appearance. There 
are Queen's closer headers on th i s facade. 

The east and uest facades of the o r i g i n a l house, l a i d in American bond, 
are nearly uindouless. In the gable to the l e f t of the i n t e r i o r end 
chimneys on each of these facades, there i s a small four l i g h t uindou. 
• n the east facade the i n i t i a l s . i\J, set i n black headers, are centered 
i n the gable. Also on t h i s facade there i s a 6/6 double hung sash uin­
dou on the f i r s t l e v e l . This uindou and a similar one i n the one story 
Twentieth Century shed roof addition flank an entrance door, also in 
the addition. A screened porch and patio connect the one story addi­
t i o n to the o r i g i n a l smoke house. 

I n t e r i o r : The i n t e r i o r of the house s t i l l contains the o r i g i n a l black 
ualnut uindou s i l l s and reveals. In the center entrance h a l l i s the 
ori g i n a l open u e l l tuo run ualnut s t a i r s . The u a l l on the uest side of 
the h a l l has black ualnut paneling l a i d horizontally. The boards vary 
in width up to about eighteen inches. There i s a single room to the 
rig h t and l e f t of the h a l l . The dooruays are barely six feet high. 
Both doors are paneled "Christian door" types. The door to the ri g h t 
i s hinged to f o l d f l a t against the jamb. The room to the righ t contains 
the o r i g i n a l mantelpiece and open cupboard on the righ t side of the 
fireplace. The room to the l e f t s t i l l contains the o r i g i n a l paneled 
cupboards on the l e f t side of the fireplace uhich has been closed. 
There i s an o r i g i n a l chair r a i l i n t h i s room as i n a l l the other rooms 
of the house. To the rear of both f i r s t f l o o r rooms and the h a l l are 
entrances to the Tuentieth Century addition. This addition contains a 
kitchen, dining room, lavatory and laundry. The de t a i l i n g , i,B. chair 
r a i l s , uindou reveals, etc. have been copied from the ear l i e r portion 
of the house. 

•n the second f l o o r there are three rooms. There i s a small room at 
the top of the s t a i r s , nou used as a bathroom, and a single large room 
on either side. The o r i g i n a l v e r t i c a l black ualnut paneling i n the hal] 
and uide uidth f l o o r boards remain in addition to the o r i g i n a l plaster 
•n the ce i l i n g and u a l l s . There i s a fireplace on the east and uest 
jj a l l s u i t h the o r i g i n a l carved mantelpieces and brick hearths. There 
are b u i l t - i n uood cupboards on the south side of both rooms. In the 
east room next to the cupboard there i s a narrou winding staircase 
jjhich leads to the a t t i c . 
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E SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Centu ry 

5 • 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

IX] 19»li Century 

! • 20 th Century 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l 
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[ 3 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I 1 Commerce 
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I 1 Educa t i on 
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losophy 
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I I Scu lp ture 
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i t a r i a n 

[ • Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This house i s a good example of Federal Sty le architecture, and i t 
uias the f i r s t brick house near Shandon, •hio.' I t has several unusual 
features including a corbeled brick cornice and i n t e r i o r black ualnut 
paneling. 

The house uas b u i l t betueen iaiit-16 by John Uaughan (1764-18^*6) uho 
had come from the parish of Carno, Montgomeryshire, Morth Wales. He 
and his u i f e , Mary Jones, and a group of se t t l e r s came to Butler 
County about 1801, shortly after another group of UJelshmen including 
David Francis, a direct forebear of the present ouner, had come to 
Colerain Tounship. V/aughan made his f i r s t payment on the land Novem­
ber 8, 1801 for the east half of section 25, Morgan Tounship, Butler 
County. 

Originally, the family lived i n a log cabin near Paddy's Run. This 
uas replaced u i t h the construction of the brick house at the present 
location. The bricks uere f i r e d on the s i t e by James Shau of Ldashing-
ton County, Ohio. Shau also acted as foreman of the brickyard and 
superintended the making of the mortar. 

Uaughan uas knoun for his h o s p i t a l i t y . The area around Shandon uas 
settled by many UJelshmen, and Uaughan paid passage for many of them. 
In the uinter of 1818-19, Uaughan shared his house u i t h tuenty Ulelsh 
s e t t l e r s uho had not yet b u i l t homes. Uaughan's house served as a 
model uhen many of these s e t t l e r s subsequently b u i l t houses. He also 
manufactured the brick for most of the houses. Uaughan gave most of 
the land for the f i r s t church, b u i l t i n 1825, and the graveyard for 
the community. U n t i l then the church often met i n Uaughan's barn. 

Uaughan's ui f e Mary died i n 1805 after the b i r t h of t h e i r son, Uilliam 
About 1807 he married Ruth Crosby Comstock (1766-1825), a school 
teacher from Neu England. In 1828 he married Mary Uardell Brightuell 
(1765-1853). Uaughan's son Uilliam married Mary Bebb, daughter of 
Eduard and Margaret Bebb, i n 1824. Uilliam Uaughan uas the f i r s t 
postmaster of Paddy's Run, and the house served as the postoffice from 
1831 to 1847. ̂  , 

Martha Ann Uaughan (1832-1905), the daughter of Uilliam and Mary 
Uaughan, married Abner Francis (1829-1894) i n 1852. He uas the grand­
son of David Francis (1772-1848) and Mary Rouland (1774-1852) uho uere 
among the f i r s t group of Uelsh se t t l e r s to s e t t l e Shandon in 1795. 
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12- STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATIOM 

Ohio 039 
NATIONAL REGISTER VEftlFfCATION 

As,the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I^aw 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [ • State [ • Local 

Namei 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office ot Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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m{ 2 a 137S' 
(Number all entries) 

a . SIGIMIFICAIMCE c o n t i n u e d 

Uaughan-Francis House 

The house has remained in the Uaughan-Francis family to the present time. 
The present ouners have made a conscientious e f f o r t to preserve the 
house and insure that any alterations or additions are i n character u i t h 
the o r i g i n a l house. They are considering replacing the present uiindou 
sash u i t h 12/8 on the f i r s t level and 8/8 on the second l e v e l . This u i l l 
be done ui t h reference to a Nineteenth Century photograph uhich shous 
the o r i g i n a l appearance of the house. 
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OHIO 

BUTLER 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

COMMON: The Uaughan-Francis House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : V / a u q h a n , J o h n , H o u s s 

2. L O C A T I O N 

u S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : u 
375G Hamil ton-IMeu London Road 

ZD C I T Y O R T O W N : 

OC Shandon U i c i n i t y 
1- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

»^ Ohio 039 B u t l e r 017 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : U . S . G . S . 
Shandon Quadrangle 
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4 , REQUIREMENTS 

TO BE I N C L U D E D ON A L L MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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