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F4. OWNER OF PROPgRTY 
_ O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

LU 
Harding-Jones Paper Company -•• X X ^ '. '1 -.1 

LU S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

IU 3561 South Main Street 
WI C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Excel lo Ohio 039 
[5_ i OCATION'OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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But l e r County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Court House Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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[ 7 . D E S C R f P T l O N _ 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

S E x c e l l e n t • Good • F o i r • De te r i o ro ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

? ! ] A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved Jlf.. I O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Harding Jones Paper Company D i s t r i c t includes a paper m i l l , 
two houses, a car r iage house and a canal lock . 

M i l l : The o r i g i n a l (1865 Harding Paper Company m i l l was a th ree - s to ry 
wood f r a m e s t ruc ture b u i l t on a stone foundation. In 1871 i t was r e ­
placed by a th ree - s to ry b r i c k s t ruc ture constructed on the same 
foTindation. The 1871 por t ion is now the center of the present m i l l 
complex and is l i t t l e changed. This section is rectangular , nine bays 
long w i t h in te rsec t ing gable- roofs . There was a square cupola at 
this in te r sec t ion , but i t was recent ly removed. The center 3 bays 
p ro j ec t f o r w a r d and there is .a cen t ra l ly placed entrance on the 
second l eve l , reached by a long, steep f l i g h t of s t a i r s . Windows are 
f l a t arched, 6/6 and the entrance has a paned t ransom above the 
door . A n addit ion to the nor th is a lmost ident ica l i n shape and size 
to the 1871 por t ion and s t i l l has i ts cupola i n place on the roof . Another 
addit ion to the south is s i m i l a r , though scaled down i n height and 
wi th entrances on the f i r s t , ra ther than the second l eve l . Through the 
years several other additions have been made. These are mos t ly 
t w o - s t o r y , f l a t - r o o f e d b r i c k s t ructures and are found at the south, 
no r th and east facades. There is a concrete block addit ion to the 
rea r f o r shipping and storage. 

F i r s t A . E . Harding House: This house was bvii l t i n 1864 as a temporary 
l i v i n g quar ters f o r Harding whi le his m i l l was being b u i l t . The house 
was a s imple , two- s to ry b r i c k s t ruc tu re , b u i l t into the h i l l s i d e . The 
house has been extensively remodeled and added to. I t is now covered 
w i t h aluminvim s id ing . I t is presently occupied by Idna Jones, a 
descendant of the founder . -

Second A . E . Harding House: This was b u i l t i n 1875 and is bas ica l ly 
square i n plan w i t h a h ip roof which has a deck. The m a i n facade 
(west) is 3-bays wide . The entrance, placed to the l e f t , has a hand­
some e l l i p t i c a l fan l igh t . Windows have segmental arches and are . 
shuttered. The cornice is supported by carved, paned bracke ts . 
Three s m a l l gables pierce the roof l ine above the cornice over the three 
windows on the second f l o o r . A f l a t roofed porch, supported by round 
columns has been cidded along the west and south facades. The porch 
on the sovith has been p a r t i a l l y screened i n . There are two chimneys 
i n the south side and one on the no r th . A rectangular , t w o - s t o r y , 
gable- roofed addit ion runs along the rear of the house. The ex t e r io r 
is now covered wi th a luminum siding. The i n t e r i o r has been r e ­
modeled. The o r i g i n a l f l o o r s , f r o n t and rear s taircases, as w e l l as 
the o r i g i n a l wood reserve water tank i n the a t t ic , is s t i l l in tac t . 
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E SIGNIFICANCE 

• 18th Century 

19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) ( I f Appticable and Known) 1827 (canal lock) ; 1871 ( m i l l ) ; 1875 (house) 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

[~] P r e h i s t o r i c 

n His tor ic 

I I Agriculture 

Architecture 

• Art 

^ ] Commerce 

[ I Commun ico t t ons 

[ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

[ I Eng inee r ing 

Indus t ry 

I I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i tec tu re 

( I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp ture 

I I Socio l /Humon-

I t o r i on 

• Theo te r 

[ I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

A . E . Hard ing , founder of the Harding Paper Company was b o r n i n 
England i n 1829. His ancestors had been papermakers f o r centuries 
and he worked as an a-pprentice and attained journeyman status before 
m i g r a t i n g to the United States i n 1850. For three years he worked i n 
paper m i l l s i n Massachusetts . He came to Middle town i n 1853 as 
f o r e m a n f o r Middle town's f i r s t paper m i l l . By 1865 he had saved 
enough money and w i t h his associates founded the Hard ing , E r w i n 
& Co. and b u i l t the Excel lo m i l l . The site he chose was located 
near the f i r s t lock which was completed i n the M i a m i - E r i e Canal 
sys tem. The area where the m i l l was located became known as 
Exce l lo , named a f t e r a brand of the paper produced there . I t was 
the f i r s t m i l l west of the Allegheny Mountains to make f ine w r i t i n g 
paper. The m i l l was powered by a water slueth. Wi th the ample water 
power provided by the lock and the canal nearby to get the products 
to marke t , the m i l l prospered. In 1865 the Excel lo m i l l produced 
2, 500 lbs of paper a day. (Today i t produces close to 44, 000 lbs a day. ) 

Wi th the advent of i n d u s t r i a l steam power, a Cor l i s s steam engine 
w a s ins t a l l ed . Soon a f t e r , a n Edison generator, the f i f t h one Edison 
bu i l t and now i n the Henry F o r d Museum, was in s t a l l ed . In 1897 
a r o l l i n g machine, which took the paper f r o m pvilp to f in i shed product 
was added and is s t i l l i n use today. 

In 1872 a second m i l l i n F r a n k l i n was bu i l t ; the par tnersh ip was d i s ­
solved and the Harding Paper Company was founded. In A p r i l , 1885 
A . E . Harding died and both m i l l s were sold i n 1898 to the A m e r i c a n 
W r i t i n g Paper Company of Massachusetts. The m i l l s were managed 
by Thomas Jones, a son- in - law of A . E . Hard ing . In 1925 Jones 

purchased the m i l l s and sold the F r a n k l i n m i l l . The Excel lo m i l l 
was re -o rgan ized into the Harding-Jones Paper Company. Today 
i t is one of the f o r e m o s t manufac turers of custom water m a r k e d f ine 

w r i t i n g paper. In recogni t ion of his achievements, A . E . Harding ' s 
p o r t r a i t hangs i n the Smithsonian Ins t i tu te . 
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> GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
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SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 
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A p r i l 1974 

m 

z 
«/» 
-4 

c 
n 

O R G A N I Z A T l O N 

Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Center 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Apt . A , 213 S. E l m St. 1982 Velma Ave 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Oxford Columbus 
12 STATE LlAfSON OFF ICER C&RTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c i t e r i a and proceAires set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State ^ Local • 

Name / ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ M y ^ • ^ / l ^ 

T i t l 

Date 

Ohio 039 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

Director, Oflice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 6 -7/^f/Pi-
ATTEST: 

. Keeper of The National Registen 

Date P'2^3>'»S^ 

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL ACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Ohio 

C O U N T Y 

But le r 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

•m-Z 9 T375 (Number all entrlea) 

The Harding-Jones Paper Company D i s t r i c t 

Locat ion 

Beginning at South Ma in Street and Lock #1 of the M i a m i - E r i e Canal 
continue east to a point approximate ly 750 feet east of the lock, 
go south approximate ly 700 feet , go west u n t i l in te rsec t ing the 
B a l t i m o r e and Ohio Rai l road t racks , go south approximately 
200 feet , go west to the canal bed (approximately 300 feet ) , go 
nor th 900 feet , east to the point of beginning. 

10. Geographical Data 

UTM Z 
A 16 722150 4372760 
B 16 722150 4372500 
C 16 721840 4372500 
D 16 721840 4372760 

GPO 921.7 24 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

W 2 9 1975 (Number all entriea) 

Harding-Jones Paper Company D i s t r i c t 

7. Desc r ip t ion (continued) - ^ ' > ' -"̂  

To the nor th of the 1875 house there is an elaborate f r a m e car r iage house. 
Mos t of the al terat ions have been on the i n t e r i o r , though the car r iage 
bays now have modern garage doors . The car r iage house consists of 
two gable- roofed port ions and a 3-s tory square tower on the west side. 
The servants quar ters are now rented as an apartment . 

M i a m i Canal Lock No. 1: Completed i n 1826, this was the f i r s t lock 
i n the M i a m i - E r i e Canal system. Located jus t no r th of the Hard ing-
Jones Paper M i l l , on the east side of M a i n Street, the lock is con­
s t ructed of l imestone blocks and is i n an excellent state of preserva t ion . 
In 1967 the Middle town H i s t o r i c a l Society, i n co-operat ion w i t h the 
M i a m i Conservancy and the But le r County Park Board , dedicated the 
site as a public park . 

8. Significance (continued) ^' 

The Harding-Jones Paper Company D i s t r i c t is s ign i f icant as an ea r ly , 
and cu r ren t , example of an Ohio indus t ry . The m i l l , despite the 
numerous addit ions, retains much of i ts o r i g i n a l c h a r m . The homes 
have been continually owned by the Harding-Jones f a m i l i e s and the 
1874 house has been w e l l taken care of. The lock , the f i r s t to be 
completed i n the M i a m i - E r i e Canal, is i n excellent repa i r and attests 
to the impor tance of the canals to Ohio's commerce . 

Together the elements of the d i s t r i c t are f ine examples of Ohio's . 
i n d u s t r i a l and a r ch i t ec tu ra l h i s t o r y . 

GPO 9 2 1 .7 24 
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Interstate 71 and 17th Avenue 

the Ohio hisdorical societq ohio historical center coiumbus, ohio 

March 13, 1975 

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th § C Streets, N.W. ' 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Transmitted herewith are fifteen (15) completed National Register forms. 
A l l have been approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory 
Board and owners of subject properties have been informed of our intent 
to register. 

8727 

(6141 46B-4®63 

RE-SUBMISSIONS: 

Cox, Jacob D., House, Hamilton Co. 

NEW SUBMISSIONS: 

The Harding-Jones Paper Company Dis t r i c t , Excello, Butler Co. 
Peerless Motor Company Plant No. 1, Cleveland, Cuyahoga Co. 
Stoneman-Nokes House, Chagrin Falls, Cuyahoga Co. 
Westerville High School, Westerville, Franklin Co. 
Beymerstown (Old Washington Historic D i s t r i c t ) , Guernsey Co. 
Berdan Building (King Warehouse No. 1), Toledo, Lucas Co. 
Standart-Simmons Hardware Company (King Warehouse No, 2), Toledo, Lucas Co. 
Morehouse-Downes-Wheelden House, Waterville, Lucas Co. 
Pray-Starkweather-Potter House, Waterville, Lucas Co. 
Brooks, James, House (Easterling Building), Dayton, Montgomery Co. 
Davey, John, House (Hershey, Paul) Residence), Kent-, Portage Co. 
Walke, Anthony, House (Children's Receiving Home), Chillicothe, Ross Co. 
Heeter-Russo House, Grand Rapids, Wood Co. 
Thurston Building (Hock Pharmacy), Grand Rapids, Wood Co. 

Sincerely, 

Charles C. Pratt, Acting Director 
Acting State Historic Preservation Officer 

CP/glk 
enclosures 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
W 2 9 WS 

Name 

lI«:rdJ.n?»-JojMi9 Paper Cosrjsny 
JJist-rict . 

Vauf^itinj, John, House 

Wasaler Block '.' ? ' 

* ••• • . 
Eltaadsyt-olaonfl liardwrajre Costpacy 

Bt. ChiiT Street Hifctoxio Distr ict 

Also Notifie d 

Hon* John H. Glenn, Jr, 
Ean. Px>borU l l i f t , Jr* 

Boht 'i'i^sas fj» Ashley 
Hegionai Director, i*Iidwcst Eesiou 

Location 

/PR ^SMott/bsh 5/30/75 

iSfejtlesf Comty 

&jivi«jr County 

Sheudon vicini ty 
Satlor CouTity 

Uwaa Cownty • 

fetcnrillo 
XtUCiiiH Coiiaty 

Wates-vIUo 
Ziucaa County 

Toledo 
Luc&a County 

^olcido 
LttC4!S Coimty 

Z.uica» County 

State KiEiorlc Preeervatioc Officer 
I f T i 'inoKiJW? h i i k d t i i 
^ctinst iii.TOftt»jr 
5;h<s Ohio ristorioea Jjiociety 
!Kn1..or»tttt;j? 71 at i7th Avenue 








