


\ 7 . D E S C R t P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

[f§ Excellent • Good • Fair • Deterioroted • Ruins • Unexposed 

CChec* One; 

3 S Altered • Unoltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved 1 3 Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

' - • ' . . • . . . ,.. 
This is a large f r a m e church i n the Greek Revival Style. The basic 
f o r m and p ropor t ion of the bui lding are those of the late Adam Style. 
That i s , the body of the church has a c lass ica l entrance f r o n t i s ­
piece (as opposed to a f ree-s tanding por t i co ) , and the tower has 
three d imin i sh ing stages. However, the deta i l is Greek. The 
f r e t t e d p i las te rs are a common Asher Ben jamin pat tern . The f r i e z e 
has the t r ig lyphs of the Dor ic o rder . The tower stages are square, 
wi th pa i red square p ie rs at the corners . A n unusual fea ture is the 
fac t that the f ron t i sp iece has two bays wi th two entrances, and 
three t w o - s t o r y p i l a s t e r s . The doorways are f r a m e d by smal le r 
p i las te rs of the same design, and heavy hor izonta l entablatures. 
The windows above the entrance and on the side elevations were 
Gothicized by the addit ion of b l ind pointed arches over the windows. 
This must have been done a f t e r 1832, as the windows on the i n t e r i o r 
are s t i l l rectangular w i th Greek Revival woodwork. The i n t e r i o r 
has undergone numerous changes. The pulpi t was lowered and the 
choi r moved f r o m a rear ga l l e ry to the f r o n t of the sanctuary i n 
1873. The arrangement of the pulpi t area was remodeled again 
since 1953. A room was added to the rea r (east) of the bui lding 
in 1880, and the ki tchen and dining room were rebu i l t i n 1911. 
The bui lding was recorded by the H i s to r i c A m e r i c a n Buildings 
Survey in 1936. ' 



SIGNIFIGANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~1 P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Century 

• J5 th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18fh Century 

[ g 19fh Century 

Q 20 th Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1831 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l 1 1 Educa t i on • P o l i t i c a l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 1 1 Eng inee r i ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

• H i s t o r i c 1 1 Indus t r y losophy 

1 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 1 1 I nven t i on • Sc ience 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 1 1 L o n d s c o p e • Sculp ture 

• Art A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i o l / H u m o n -

1 1 Commerce 1 1 L i t e r a t u r e i t a r i a n 

1 1 Commun ica t i ons • M i l i t a r y • Thea te r 

1 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mus i c T ranspo r t a t i on 

[ 1 Urban Plonning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This church is widely recognized as one of the chief ear ly Greek 
Revival monuments of the Western Reserve. Its excellence of 
p ropor t i on and deta i l , together wi th i ts t r ans i t iona l design, make 
i t a r ch i t ec tu ra l l y s igni f icant . The most unusual feature is the 
r a r e d iv i s ion of the entrance facade into two bays, instead of the 
usual uneven number of bays and even number of p i las ters or 
columns. 

The Congregational Church had been meeting in a schoolhouse 
when i t was decided to make plans f o r a new church building in 
1830. The actual const ruct ion began in the summer of 1831. The 
f r a m e was soon completed, the f in i sh ing done dur ing the win te r 
and spr ing, and the building dedicated in 1832. The bui lder is 
unknown. The la ter Gothic arches do not detract f r o m the appear­
ance, but one can v isual ize the excellence of the design without 
them. ^ — 
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