
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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Ohio 

Geauga 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y D A T E 

OCT 1 8 W4. 
1. NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Chardon Courthouse Square D i s t r i c t 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

12. LOCATfON 
STREET ANO NUMBER: . i • , ^ .- . / . , - A ^ ^ , O ^ & T S ^ Y ^ 

Public Greeri •, .Sea. Continuation Sheet- . 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Chardon 

Ohio 
C O D E 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

11 - J. W i l l i a m Stanton 
C O U N T Y : 

Geauga 055 
% CLASStFICATfON 

C A T E G O R Y 

CChecJc O n e ; 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

H D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

• P r i va te 

( 3 Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

1 1 In Process 

1 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

H Occup ied 

1 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

• P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

H R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Z 

o 

on 

t / 1 

LU 

UJ 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

PCI.CommerciaI 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r to i nmen t 

3 Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

I I Private Residence 

Religious 

I I Scientific 

I I Transportation d] Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

[ A . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

OWNER'S NAME: \ ' 

Mul t ip l e public and p r iva te ownership 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

^5. tOCAtiOK OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION" 

O 

te^mfMlfeNTAtlON IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Geauga County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Public Green 

O o 
CE ^ 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Chardon Ohio 039 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Fede ra l • State 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

O ! 

> 



|7 . DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t S Good • Fa i r 

(Check One) 

1 1 Deteriorated • Ru ins [~l Unexposed 

(Check One) 

?5 Altered • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved g ] Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This is a d i s t r i c t including a public green, courthouse bui ld ing, 
and two blocks of c o m m e r c i a l stores facing the west side of the green. 
Unfortunately, the buildings on the other three sides of the green are 
undistinguished, or do not qua l i fy f o r inc lus ion i n the d i s t r i c t . -

The green is bisected by an east-west street , and the courthouse 
stands in the center of the nor th half . I t is a large two- s to ry bui lding 
of b r i c k , stone and f r a m e cons t ruc t ion in the High V i c t o r i a n Italianate 
Style. There are some i r o n g i rde r s i n the s t ruc tu re . The basic plan 
is fundamental ly a conservative p r e - C i v i l War one, consist ing of a 
large rectangular mass; 61 feet by 85 feet and 50 feet high, wi th a 
single tower ax ia l ly placed at the na r row end. The b r i c k wal ls are 
enlivened wi th heavy stone quoins at the corners of the bui lding and 
of the tower. Both the bui lding and tower eaves have large pa i red 
brackets . A f u l l s tory above the roof l ine , the square tower changes 
to an octagon, w i th a t a l l cupola and lan tern reaching 112 feet . The 
windows and doors are round-arched, and segmental-arched on the 
ma in f l o o r . The m a i n windows of the tower have a c lus tered t r e f o i l 
ef fect , w i th t r a c e r y m u l l i o n s . There have been no s igni f icant a l t e ra ­
tions to the ex te r io r design of the bui ld ing . 

The centerpiece of the west side of the square faces the south 
half of the green. It is a c o m m e r c i a l block of twelve stores in the 
High V i c t o r i a n Italianate Style, 231 feet long and 66 feet deep, two 
stor ies high and of b r i c k const ruct ion. In the center of the block a 
lodge ha l l r i ses an addit ional s tory . The windows have stone molded 
caps. In the block nor th of Court Street there are addit ional s tore 
f ron t s i n the Italianate Style, obviously designed to harmonize wi th 
the courthouse. The ground f l o o r f ron t s of both of these blocks have 
been refaced wi th var ious modern m a t e r i a l s . A few have attempted 
to main ta in some con fo rmi ty wi th the o r i g i n a l s tyle . Nevertheless, 
the m a i n impress ion is one of consistency because, of the u n i f o r m 
cornice l ine and the good condit ion of the upper s tor ies . 

A t the nor th end of the block is a s l igh t ly la ter church bui ld ing, 
a square b r i c k s t ruc ture i n the V i c t o r i a n Gothic Style, wi th a square 
buttressed tower at the corner , and pointed windows. Bu i l t in 1883-1886 
i t was redecorated and repa i red in 1908 and 1928, and the sanctuary 
was rear ranged and the ce i l ing a l te red in 1939 and 1944. 

Eight sma l l e r c o m m e r c i a l buildings of d i f f e r e n t size, ind iv idua l ly 
bu i l t and s l igh t ly la ter in style, comprJt^^)SiJ?n)(3Tthern block. Three 

of them have three s tor ies . Round-arxHied^wi^dovCf^- harmonize wi th 
those on the courthouse. The v a r i e ^ , ^ i n itfi€§^''^]^iIdings gives a m o r e 
picturesque late V i c t o r i a n characte!cI,~to tlUfft l}lg>^^ 

MATIONAL 
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{!". SiGNIFtCANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Centu ry 

^ I 9 t h Century 

• 20 th Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable end Known) 1868-1870 
AREAS OF SiGNrFlCANCE (Check One Of More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

1 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

PC| A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

Commerce 

[ I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 Educa t i on 

I I Engineering 

I 1 Indus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• Poli t ical 

• Rel igion/Phi . 

l osophy 

I I Science * 

I I Scu lp ture 

Bel S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

r~i Thea te r ^ 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i I Urbon P l a n n i n g 

• Other CSpec i f j ' ; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This d i s t r i c t is s igni f icant f o r three reasons. I t is an excellent 
group of late nineteenth century s t ruc tures , the m a j o r i t y i n the High 
V i c t o r i a n Italianate Style, which are unusually harmonious in design 
and in the i r re la t ionship to one another. It is impor tan t in local 
h i s to ry as a tes t imony to the enterpr ise of the c i t i zen ry i n rebui lding 
the area a f t e r a devastating f i r e . F i n a l l y , the bui lders and archi tects 
were known and impor tant men in the h i s to ry of the region. 

In the ear ly morn ing of July 25, 1868, the ent i re business sec­
t ion of the v i l l age was destroyed by f i r e , including f o r t y businesses, 
o f f i ces , meeting hal ls , and the f i r s t courthouse. A t a meeting of the 
c i t izens , i t was decided to rebu i ld immedia te ly , wi th f i r e p r o o f cons­
t r u c t i o n . As the e f f o r t would have been too great on an indiv idua l 
basis, the Chardon Bui ld ing Company was f o r m e d , and on August 13 
a contract f o r the const ruct ion of the Union Block was given to 
H e r r i c k and Simmons of Cleveland. The bui lder Rensselaer R. Her -
r i c k had come to Cleveland in 1836 at the age of ten, became a 
carpenter ' s assistant, and began his own career as a bui lder in 1846. 
The Union Block was one of his last jobs, as he had been active i n 
Cleveland public and p o l i t i c a l l i f e since 1855, and he was elected 
mayor of Cleveland in 1879. 

In September, 1868, L . J . Randall contracted to bu i l t the Ran­
da l l Block jus t south of the Union Block. Randall was also the con­
t r ac to r f o r the courthouse. Its cornerstone was la id on September 10, 
1869. A f t e r Randall 's death, the courthouse was completed by Carpen­
ter and Matthews of Meadvi l l e , and occupied on August 20, 1870. The 
archi tec t of the courthouse was Joseph I re land, act ive in Cleveland 
1865-1885. He came f r o m New York where he was a pupi l of R. G. 
Ha t f i e ld . His works in Cleveland included the old Society f o r Savings 
bui lding (Chamber of Commerce) , 1866, and the Daniel Eells r e s i ­
dence on Euc l id Avenue, 1876. He re turned to New Y o r k in 1885. 
The Italianate Style of the courthouse is conservat ive by compar ison 
wi th the High V i c t o r i a n Gothic of the Cleveland buildings mentioned. 

The church was the second bui lding of the Methodist Church 
( f i r s t in 1832). Because of i ts mass and co lor , i t makes an ef fec t ive 
t e r m i n a l to the a r ch i t ec tu ra l character of the nor thern block. 



9. MAJOR BIBLfOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Pioneer H i s t o r y of Geauga County (His t . Soc. of Geauga County, 1880) 
312-315. ^ 

Pioneer and General H i s to ry of Geauga County (Columbus, 1953) 5-6 
321-322. 

C r i s f i e l d Johnson, H i s t o r y of Cuyahoga County, Ohio (Cleveland, 1879), 
358- 359. 

Geauga County records , Geauga County Courthouse. 
Cleveland City D i r e c t o r i e s ; Cleve. Leader^ /6 /65 ; 9/28/66; 11/14/76. 

TO GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • . 
O I I , 

O > n 

a • m 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L ' V T I T U D E A N D L O N G | - ^ J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T h t i L t i v i T 3 . R P O I N I O F A p r t O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

41 ° 34 ' 56 " 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

81 ° 12 ' 13" 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 7. 5 Ac res 
( L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N ^ ^ ^ 

< ; T A T c . " ' I I / (">. 
C O D E C O U N T Y m 

m 
C O U N T Y : UfiY 13 

1974 

II FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

E r i c Johannesen, Preserva t ion is t 
O R G A N I Z A J I O N 

Western Reserve H i s t o r i c a l Society 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

10825 East Boulevard 

D A T E 

Dec. 1973 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cleveland 
12. STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R CfeRTfFICA HON 

Ohio 
C O D E 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERtFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cert ify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c i t e r i a and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

National | | State Local • 

Name 

Ti t le 

Date 

Di te 

ATTEST :̂  

3 ^ 
f ^ ^ ^ C J y Keeper of "Fffe National Register ^ 

GPO 931 .894 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Ohio 

Geauga 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

OCT 1 8 m 
(Ntjmber alt entrlea) 

Chardon Courthouse Square D i s t r i c t 

The d i s t r i c t boundary begins at the northeast corner of the Public 
Green, and proceeds south along the eastern boundary of the green 
to the southeast corner of the green. Proceed west along the 
southern boundary of the green, across Ma in Street, to a point 
100 feet west of Ma in Street. Proceed nor th on a l ine p a r a l l e l to 
M a i n Street to Center Street, then east along the south side of 
Center Street to the point of o r i g i n . 

GPO 9 2 1 . 7 24 



WORKING NUMBER S'̂  / 3 . 7 1 C> ^ 

TECH REVIEW ^ 
4 PHOTOS ^ ) 

MAPS C?^ 
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OK / / 
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r 
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/ 
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— 1 

National Register Write-up 

Federal Register entry 

Send-back 7.31 Tl 
Re-submit 

Entered 

OCT 1 8 1974 I N T : 1 5 3 8 - 7 3 



PLEASE RETURN THIS FOIM WHEN THE PKOPKRTY IS KESUIOTTTED. EATEL 7 ^'11^ 
NAME OF PROPERTY ly^u^K-JL*^ Cru>vU-r^~i-^ y-v^^^M^ /^^t.x^..*^ ̂  d rj c c3 

Ibe attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
office for claj-ification of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. Classification. 

k. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description, 

6. Representation i n Exictlng Surveys. 

k. T« Description. ^lc^u*>^ <r-^*<.%.*.*J^ eL»,.^.<.>uCfi4-ii^ <1 

ateinsnt of Signfficauce, (S_ 

— ^ 0( 5 
9. Bibliography. 

\ 8. Stateinsnt of Sign 

10, Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latittide Coordinates. 

b. Acreage 

11, Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification, 

Fbotographic Coverage, ̂ Jg^ Am*^ «g;»yt>uc-*<-̂«>Al j / t ^ A t ^ —^...^ 

Map Coverage. Please use a map bearing an identified system of coordinates 
preferably an original USGS, vhich allows us to check latitude-longitLide. 

Other. 

cl a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the above items must be made prior to the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then satisfy the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

Thank you for your attention to the above Items checked 

SIGNED: 





WRITE-UP COMMENT 
SHEET 

(leave attached to notnlnaclon) 

PROPERTY! 

I f there are comments (negative or p o s i t i v e ) which w i l l a f f e c t 
the w r i t e up, please indicate them below. 

NAME: 

DESCRIPTION: 

STYLE OR CULTURE: 

DATE AND INSTIGATOR ( b u i l d e r , a r c h i t e c t , group, engineer, e t c . ) l 

PRESENT CONDITION ( a l t e r e d , covered, r u i n s , d e t e r i o r a t e d — a r c h e o l o g l c a l ) ; 

SIGNIFICANCE (specify paragraph or l i n e ) : 

SURVEY RECORDS ( I s form correct?)! 

COI-IMENTS: 
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Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
ReT! 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Ohio 
C O U N T Y 

Geauga 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

OUI 1 6 1974 1 

N A M E 

C O M M O N ; 
C h a r d o n C o u r t h o u s e Square D i s t r i c t 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

|a. LOCATION 

tu 

STREET A.o ûM̂BEK̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ cont inuat ion Sheet 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Chardon 

Ohio 

S. MAP R E F E R E N C E 
S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S. Chardon Quadrangle 

S C A L E : 1:24. 000 
1966 

4 , REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North orrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

i t U . S . GOVERNMENT PRINT ING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 





Form No. 10-301 
Rev. 7-72 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Ohio 
COUNTY Q e a u g a 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

\ l . NAME 

C O M M O N : 
Chardon Courthouse Square D i s t r i c t 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

[jj. LOCATION" 

Public Green - See Continuation Sheet 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

i t U . S . GOVERNMENT PRINT ING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 8 / 1 4 4 1 3-1 



Center Street 

Methodist Chu: 

Court 
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o 

Gea ig 

Public 

Green 

a. County Courthouse 

Water Street 

Nor th 
A r r o w 

CHARDON COURTHOUSE SQUARE DISTRICT 

Scale: 1" - 200' 

' ' Approx . 7.5 Acres 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE OHTO 

Date Entered OCT 1 8 1974 

Name Location 

The Governor's Inn 

Adams County Paleo-Indian D i s t r i c t 

^^^Chardon Courthouse Square D i s t r i c t 

Hawthorn H i l l • 

McPherson, Major General James B., House 

Maumee 
Lucas County 

Sandy Springs v i c i n i t y 
Adams County 

Chardon 
Geauga County 

Oakwood 

Montgomery County 

Clyde 
Sandusky County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Robert Taft, Jr. 
Hon. Howard M. Metzenbaum 
Hon. Thomas L. Ashley 
Hon. William H. Harsha 
Hon, J. William Stanton 
Hon. Charles W. Whalen, Jr. 
Hon. Delbert L. Latta 

Regional Director, Midwest 
Region i PR 

State H i s t o r i c PReservation Officer 
Mr. Charles C. Pratt 
Acting Director 
The Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Society 
I n t e r s t a t e #71 at 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

MMott/cha 11/7/74 


