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The Hartman Stock Farm was the lifelong dream of Dr., Samuel
B. Hartman. Hartman was widely known for his famous elixir Peruna,
the sales of which made him a wealthy man, After building his medicine s
empire in the downtown area of Columbus, he began to acquire land
for his farm,

Hartman Farm was founded in 1903 on a large tract of 2400
acres, Within several years Hartman increased the size of the
farm to approximately 5000 acres, and it was called "the largest
intensely cultivated, diversified farm in the world." In fact,
the farm frontage along US Route 23 was about four miles in length,
and on the west side was frontage all along the Scioto River.

Nearly forty miles of neat white board fencing enclosed his fields.

Because of its diversified activities, the Hartman Stock Farm
needed scores of buildings of every description. Monumental barns,

a dairy building, poultry houses, grain elevators and other
agricultural buildings were constructed, as well as houses and

a hotel. A small red brick schoolhouse was built to educate the
children of employees. When Hartman found there was no rapid
transportation to carry his products to Columbus and his workers
to the farm, he built his own electric railway to the city. He
then constructed an electric generating plant to supply the needed
power. At the Hartman farm there was a building for nearly every
agricultural purpose imaginable.

Unfortunately, many of the farm's buildings are gone, the
victims of economic change and the Depression. The Hartman Stock
Farm has now been reduced to approximately 2200 acres, and its
present production does not begin to compare to its 1905-10 records.
But its heritage lives on. Described below are some of the farm's
notable remaining structures.

Manager's House: The Manager's House is a frame structure
built in 1903. It stands two and one-half stories high and measures
approximately eighty by fifty feet. Its features indicate that
it is a modified Queen Anne style building. From photographs in
a 1905 Hartman catalog, it appears that the house has never been
altered, except for the addition of end porches. It is still in
use and is in excellent condition. At one time this house had
rooms for special guests of the farm as well as accommodations for
the farm manager and his family.

Employee Row Houses: These houses were built in 1905 to
accommodate twenty resident employees. They are all similar in
shape and size. They are of frame construction and measure
approximately twenty by thirty-five feet. All have gable ends
facing the west, roof dormers and small porches., They are all
painted white, the standard Hartman Stock Farm color.

See continuation sheet.
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Hartman Stock Farm Historic District
2. Location

Starting at the centerline of US Route 23, 1660 feet north
of the intersection of US Route 23 and Rathmell Road, go west
700 feet; go south 5150 feet; go east 5200 feet; go north 2600 feet.
Go west 3450 feet to a point which is 1300 feet south of the center-
line of Rathmell Road, then north to the centerline of Rathmell
Road. Follow the centerline of Rathmell Road west for 600 feet, then
go north 350 feet. From this point go west to the centerline
of US Route 23, then north along the centerline of US Route 23
to the point of beginning.
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2. Manager's House 8.
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Hartman Stock Farm Historic District
7. Continuation of Description

Foreman's House: One of fifteen built to house the foremen
who oversaw the various farm operations. This particular
example, built about 1903, was in 1905 the home of John Potts,
"Superintendent of Conditioning Department," according to the
catalogue., It is of brick construction, two stories in an
L-shape, with both frame and brick construction employed in the
ell. The five-bay front once boasted a wooden porch across its
width, and the entire structure appears always to have been
painted white. Other foremen's houses employed both brick and
frame construction.

Electric Power, Light and Water Pumping Plant: Built
to supply necessary services for the farm. Constructed of
brick about 1903, this single-story structure also provided
electric current for Hartman's railway to Columbus. Today
the old equipment is gone, but the power station is still in
use as a workshop.

Canning Factory and Cider Press Building: This brick
building was built about 1903 and was used to process some of
the products of the Hartman farm., Its round-headed window
frames and frame east and west gable ends are worthy of note.
At one time it served also as the carbarn for storage of the
electric railway equipment. Presently it serves as the farm's
fruit sales room.

Stock Barn: This barn measures approximately forty by one
hundred feet, somewhat smaller than the horse barns nearby.
It has three bays at the ends and five at the sides. Of interest
are the louvered Gothic windows and louvered ventilation cupolas,
features found on all the Hartman barns.

Horse Barn: The Hartman Stock Farm once boasted ten of
these behemoth structures, but now only two remain. The 1905
catalogue gives this barn's statistics as "Length 140 Feet; Width
60 Feet; Hay Mow Capacity 800 Tons; 20 Box and 40 Single Stalls."
This barn and its companions were the homes of the prize breeds
of horses of which Hartman was so proud. Measuring four bays
by ten bays, its huge white mass penetrated by the characteristic
louvered windows and topped by cupolas, the horse barn is
representative of the grand scale at which farming was carried
on at the Hartman Stock Farm,

GPO 921.724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dr. Samuel B, Hartman was born in 1830. He worked at
various trades and at the age of twenty-one decided to attend
a university. Ultimately he graduated as a physician from
Jefferson Medical School in Philadelphia. He practiced
medicine for ten years and then became a traveling physician,
advertising various patent medicines. At some point he dis-
covered the formula for his world-famous elixir Peruna. By
1906 Peruna outsold every other medicine in the United States,
and Dr. Hartman became wealthy. With his fortune he built
several opulent downtown buildings, including a mansion for
himself, in Columbus.

In 1906 Hartman's empire crumbled as the United States
government forced him either to reduce the alcoholic content
of Peruna or to market the liquid as an aleoholic beverage.
Peruna had contained as much as thirty per cent alcohol, which
no doubt boosted its sales.

While Peruna was still riding high in 1903, Dr, Hartman
decided to fulfill a lifelong dream of owning one of the
largest farms in the world. Not only did he make his dream
come true, but he built the farm from the ground up. Starting
with 2400 acres in 1903, Hartman built a farm of 5000 acres and
scores of buildings by 1906-07. The Hartman Stock Farm soon
became world-famous and was one of the greatest attractions
for visitors and residents of central Ohio. It is difficult
to convey in words the immensity of such a farm, which even
had an electric railway to Columbus and rooms for guests
to stay in while they toured the property. Suffice it to
say that the Hartman Stock Farm was the largest farm of its
kind in the world by 1906.

The farm was famous not only for its size but for its
livestock and crops as well. Hartman bred three champion
strains of horses: Arabian, German Coach and French Percheron.
The Hartman Stock Farm had the world's largest herd of
registered Jersey cattle, which easily supplied milk for the
entire city of Columbus. Ducks, chickens and other poultry
were raised in abundance. Hartman was always careful to select
the best registered breeds of any animal he raised.

See continuation sheet.
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Hartman Stock Farm Historic District
8. Continuation of Statement of Significance

Crops produced at the Hartman Stock Farm included
grapes, apples, peaches, corn and animal feed. With poultry
and livestock production virtually eliminated today, the
orchards and vineyards now produce the bulk of the farm's
products. Employees once numbered two hundred fifty, but
now they represent only a fraction of that number.

Though much reduced in its scale of operations, the
Hartman Stock Farm still imparts a sense of its former .
grandeur, At least half of the principal buildings in the
main cluster along US Route 23 are gone, but one can yet
view what remains and imagine how it must have been to
visit the "largest.intensely cultivated, diversified farm
in the world."

In its centralized management and huge acreage, the
Hartman farm was an early version of the massive farming
conglomerates so common today. As such it represented
a break from the tradition of the small, individually-owned
farm which was limited in the range of its products. The
Hartman Stock Farm should be preserved as an example of
the move toward modern farm management techniques.
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