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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ebenezer Andrews House is a fully-developed Greek revival style
house. Constructed of frame on a sandstone foundation, it consists
of a two and one half story main portion with a shed roofed ell

on the rear. This rear ell houses a kitchen and porch. Underframing
and clapboarding indicate that this ell is an original feature. The
plan is of the side hall type, with gable end facing the street.

The front is ornamented by a horizontally sheathed pediment with a
fan window. The entablature is a continuation of the roof cornice.
The doorway is classical in design, with sidelights and transom.

The pilasters which support the heavy architrave are paneled with
applied acanthus motifs. A doorway on the south facade has a simple
classical surround. The interior retains its original fireplaces
with wooden mantelpieces decorated with' classical motifs.

Both exterior and interior of the house have been changed only
slightly. The rear porch has been screened, and windows on the
north and east sides of the ell have been altered to allow for
kitchen modernization.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first permanent resident of Milan was Jared Ward who settled there
in 1809, receiving the land through the Fire Suffers' Land Company.
The county of Huron was formed in 1809; the first county seat was
established just north of the present village, and remained there
until removed to Norwalk. The present village was incorvorated in
1824. Milan began its development as a commercial center with the
building of the Milan Canal. Surveyed in 1823, the canal was
incorporated in 1827 and completed in 1839. By 1840, Milan was the
largest grain shipping center in the United States. This period
of prosperity lasted until 1850, when the railroad was brought to
the area,bypassing the town.

Ebenezer Andrews, a lawyer and businessman was one of the promoters
of the canal. Andrews was one of the original directors of the
canal company. He also opened Milan's first bank. A property
owner of note, Andrews also owned several warehouse properties and
speculated in the wheat and other commodities brought to the town
by canalboat. The house which Andrews built on Main Street in 1825
as his residence was the most elaborate built in the village during
the early canal period. Andrews lived in the house throughout the
remainder of his life in Milan. He served as the first probate judge
of Erie County after its formation from 1838 to 1850, at which time
he moved to Chicago.

As one of the truly fine early Greek revival style mortise and tenon
frame homes in the Connecticut (Western Reserve) Firelands, the
Andrews House is significant. N
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Butler, Margaret. A Pictorial History of the Western Reserve. Cleveland: [<

1963. ’
Ryan, James A. The Town of Milan. Sandusky: 1928, ‘

White, Wallace E. Milan Township and Village. Milan: 1959.
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Andrews, Ebenezer, House
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