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The two story brick, ell-shaped Ward House was built circa 
1820 on a stone foundation. The house measures approximately 
•thirty-five by twenty feet and the wing extends about twenty 
feet from the rear. The front (east) i s five bays across, and 
the paneled front door i s located in-the center. The windows, 
flanked by shutters, are double-hung sash with six lights over 
six. The house has gable ends with two small windows high in 
each gable. The building has two inside end chimneys and i s 
now roofed with asphalt shingles. 

The wing on the rear (west sid«) of the house i s four bays 
across and has an enclosed porch on the f i r s t floor. I t i s 
likely that the porch was enclosed during the twentieth century. 
This part of the house contains the same arrangement of windows 
as the other with the exception of one window on the f i r s t floor 
with nine lights over six. The roof of the wing i s gabled and 
covered with asphalt shingles. 

m 
m 

The interior of the house i s built on a center hall plan with 
parlor and living room on either side at the east end of the 
house. Kitchen i s located in the rear, and bedrooms are found ^ 
on the second floor. , 

• , - TO 
Also extant on the remaining five acre tract i s a one and one-
half story frame bam that contained the studio of John Q. A. 
Ward. The studio i s intact, but the barn i s now used as a 
earaee. Near the barn are two small sheds. 
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The Ward House was built by Colonel William Ward who founded 
Urbana in I8O5. Colonel Ward built the house as a wedding 
gift for his son, John A. Ward. Noted sculptor John Quincy 
Adams Ward (son of John A. and grandson of Colonel William) 
vas bom in the house in I83O. Ward lived and worked in 
this house for much of his l i f e . 

John Quincy Adams Ward discovered his artistic abilities 
qviite by accident when, at the age of six, he playfully 
copied the work of another artist. His relatives and a 
friend of the family took an interest in his talents and 
urged him to pursue them. Because of his health, he was sent 
to Brooklyn to recover with a relative, and while there 
became a pupil and assistant of Henry Kirke Brown from 
1849 to 1856. Ward then went to Washington, D. C. where 
he modeled several heads of prominent men, and then returned 
to Ohio. 

Ward settled in Columbus while also maintaining the Urbana 
residence. In I86I he returned to New York to open another 
studio. During his lifetime Ward executed many famous 
worics. Some of these were statues of George Washington, 
Commodore Perry, and Lafayette. The "Soldiers Monument" 
in Brooklyn, "The Indian Htinter," "The Good Samaritan," 
and "General Reynolds" in New York, and "Lincoln Goodale" 
in Columbus are some of his extant works. One of his most 
unusiial projects was the sculpting of the pediment for the 
New York Stock Exchange Building. 

In later l i f e Ward received many tributes from his fellow 
artists and served as president of the National Sculpture 
Society from I896 until his death in 1910. Besides his 
numerous works, the house and grotxnds ccanprise the only 
{dqrsioal record of his l i f e . 
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