


\7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

Q E x c e l l e n t • Good Q F a i r • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

E Altered • Unaltered 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved ^ 2 Or i g i na l Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This is a large two- s to ry f r a m e house of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth century cen t ra l chimney type. The facade has f i v e bays 
wi th a center entrance. The doorway has sidelights f r a m e d by slender 
moldmgs suggesting p i l a s t e r s . The m a j o r i t y of the windows re ta in 
the i r double-hung sash wi th twelve panes over twelve. A modern 
ki tchen wing was added to the r ea r of the house around 1900. There 
are no neighboring s t ructures of su f f i c i en t importance to constitute 
a h i s to r ic d i s t r i c t . 

The i n t e r i o r of the house has a typ ica l cen t ra l chimney plan. 
The f r o n t door opens into a shallow s t a i r h a l l , w i th the s ta i rs in 
f r o n t of the chimney stack making a sharp le f t -hand t u r n . The posts 
and balusters are p la in rectangular spindles. Rooms on either side 
of the s ta i rs have f i r ep laces in the cen t ra l chimney. The corner posts 
of the house f r a m e can be seen in the rooms . The large ki tchen is 
to the rea r of the chimney, wi th a great hear th and a bake oven. 
There is a sma l l e r room on each side of the ki tchen, making f i v e 
rooms in a l l . The second f l o o r plan is a duplicate of the f i r s t . 
A rear s ta i r opened f r o m the ki tchen, making a r ight -hand t u r n to 
the second f l o o r . When the rear wing was added, this s ta i r was 
changed to continue s t ra ight into the addi t ion. There is a f u l l ce l la r , 
wi th the great chimney foundation occupying the center. Rocks and 
rubble support two giant hewn t imbe r s , which in t u r n support corbel led 
t i m b e r s . These provide a bearing f o r some of the m a i n f r a m i n g 
t imbers of the house, as w e l l as the hearths and chimney masonry. 

A l l of the o r i g i n a l mantelpieces and woodwork are intact . The 
ha l l or keeping room has a chai r r a i l which is o r i g ina l , as the walls 
have been plas tered to the r a i l . Extensive s tenci l l ing has been found 
on the wal ls of several f i r s t f l o o r rooms. The house has been under­
going a c a r e f u l and thoughtful r e s to ra t ion by the present owner 
since 1968. 
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a. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Centu ry 
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• 18th Century 

^ 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1825(?) 
A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E f C / i e c k One Or More as i4ppropr ia(eJ 

Abor i g i n a l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

H A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

( I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

1 i L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[ I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• Pol i t ical 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

( 1 Scu lp ture 

[3^ S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

[ 1 Thea te r 

Q T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

[ 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This is an unusually we l l -p r e se rved house of the Connecticut 
and Massachusetts cen t ra l -ch imney type. This type of plan is 
f a r less common in Ohio than the la ter c e n t r a l - h a l l plan which 
appeared around 1750 and which is m o r e charac te r i s t ic of the Adam 
and Greek Revival Styles. 

The seventeenth century cen t ra l -ch imney plan was f i r s t expand­
ed by the addit ion of a lean-to prov id ing addit ional rooms to the 
rear of the chimney. It culminated between 1700 and 1750 in the 
type in which a f u l l second s tory was ra i sed over a l l f i v e f i r s t 
f l o o r rooms. This house is a pe r fec t example of that type, and 
thus represents a pers is tent older t r ad i t i on by 1800, and shows that 
the bui lders came f r o m a m o r e conservat ive loca l i ty in New Eng­
land. 

The h i s to ry of the house is unusually w e l l documented. It was 
bu i l t by Colonel Erastus N . House, who mig ra t ed to Lenox Town­
ship in 1809 f r o m Sahdisfield, Massachusetts. The M e m o i r s of 
his second wi fe A b i g a i l Clark F i s h were published shor t ly a f t e r 
her death by Josiah A t k i n s . They r eco rd the s tory of her l i f e on 
the homestead. Colonel House's f i r s t wi fe died in 1818, and he 
m a r r i e d A b i g a i l i n 1819. This house was begun shor t ly thereaf ter , 
and was ce r t a in ly completed before 1825. Erastus House was a 
successful da i ry f a r m e r , loca l postmaster and h i s to r i an . He 
wrote a pioneer h i s to ry of Lenox Township in the 1840's which 
was la ter destroyed in a courthouse f i r e i n Je f fe rson . Colonel 
House died in 1844. A b i g a i l House was a strong personal i ty herself 
and an ardent supporter of the an t i - s l ave ry movement. She l ived 
in the house u n t i l 1854, when she sold i t to her son- in - law J. M . 
Ray, moving to a smal le r house not f a r away. She died in 1861. 
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{ 7 . DESCRIPT ION 

CONDITION 

fChec* One; 

1 ^ Excellent CI! Good Q] Foir Q Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed 

(Check One) 

gg Altered • Unoltered 

(Check One) 

n Moved 2 Otiginol Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i I k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This is a large two- s to ry f r a m e house of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth century cen t ra l chimney type. The facade has f ive bays 
wi th a center entrance. The doorway has sidelights f r a m e d by slender 
moldings suggesting p i l a s t e r s . The m a j o r i t y of the windows re ta in 
the i r double-hung sash w i t h twelve panes over twelve. A modern 
ki tchen wing was added to the rea r of the house around 1900. There 
are no neighboring s t ruc tures of su f f i c ien t importance to constitute 
a h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t . 

The i n t e r i o r of the house has a typ ica l cen t ra l chimney plan. 
The f r o n t door opens into a shallow s t a i r h a l l , w i th the s ta i rs in 
f r o n t of the chimney stack making a sharp l e f t -hand t u r n . The posts 
and balusters are p la in rectangular spindles. Rooms on either side 
of the s ta i rs have f i r ep laces in the cen t ra l chimney. The corner posts 
of the house f r a m e can be seen in the rooms . The large ki tchen is 
to the r ea r of the chimney, w i th a great hear th and a bake oven. 
There is a sma l l e r room on each side of the k i tchen , making f i v e 
rooms in a l l . The second f l o o r plan is a duplicate of the f i r s t . -
A - r e a r s t a i r opened f r o m the ki tchen, making a r ight -hand t u r n to 
the second f l o o r . When the r ea r wing was added, this s ta i r was 
changed to continue s t ra igh t into the addi t ion. There is a f u l l ce l la r , 
wi th the great chimney foundation occupying the center. Rocks and 
rubble support two giant hewn t i m b e r s , which i n t u r n support corbel led 
t i m b e r s . These provide a bear ing f o r some of the m a i n f r a m i n g 
t imbers of the house, as w e l l as the hearths and chimney masonry. 

A l l of the o r i g i n a l mantelpieces and woodwork are intcict. The 
ha l l o r keeping room has a chai r r a i l which is o r i g i n a l , as the walls 
have been plas tered to the r a i l . Extensive s tenc i l l ing has been found 
on the wal ls of several f i r s t f l o o r rooms . The house has been under­
going a c a r e f u l and thoughtful r e s to ra t ion by the present owner 
since 1968, 
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6. SIGNIFICANCE 

I -
U 

a 

I -

UJ 

Ul 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P t e - C o l u m b i o n ! CD 16th Cen tu ry 

• I S l h Cen tu ry • 17>h Centu ry 

• 18lh Centu ry 

S 19 lh Centu ry 

• 20 lh Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E I S I ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 2 5 ( ? ) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n o l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

CH H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons 

r~l C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

1 I E n g inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L o n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

{ \ L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

PO S o c i a l / H u m a n -

i t a r i o n 

• ) Theo te r 

I I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urbon Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This is an unusually we l l -p r e se rved house of the Connecticut 
and Massachusetts cen t ra l -ch imney type. This type of plan is 
f a r less common in Ohio than the la ter c e n t r a l - h a l l plan which 
appeared around 1750 and which is m o r e charac te r i s t i c of the Adam 
and Greek Revival Styles. 

The seventeenth century cen t ra l -ch imney plan was f i r s t expand­
ed by the addit ion of a lean-to p rov id ing addi t ional rooms to the 
rear of the chimney. It culminated between 1700 and 1750 in the 
type in which a f u l l second s tory was ra i sed over a l l f i v e f i r s t 
f l o o r rooms. This house is a pe r fec t example of that type, and 
thus represents a pers is tent older t r ad i t i on by 1800, and shows that 
the bui lders came f r o m a m o r e conservat ive loca l i ty in New Eng­
land. 

The h i s to ry of the house is unusually w e l l documented. It was 
bu i l t by Colonel Erastus N . House, who mig ra t ed to Lenox Town­
ship in 1809 f r o m Sandisf ield, Massachusetts. The Memoi r s of 
his second wi fe A b i g a i l C la rk F i s h were published shor t ly a f te r 
her death by Josiah A t k i n s . They record the s tory of her l i f e on 
the homestead. Colonel House's f i r s t wi fe died in 1818, and he 
m a r r i e d A b i g a i l in 1819. This house was begun shor t ly thereaf ter , 
and was ce r t a in ly completed before 1825. Erastus House was a 
successful da i ry f a r m e r , loca l postmaster and h i s to r i an . He 
wrote a pioneer h i s to ry of Lenox Township in the 1840's which 
was la ter destroyed in a courthouse f i r e i n Je f fe r son . Colonel 
House died in 1844. A b i g a i l House was a strong personal i ty herself 
and an ardent supporter of the an t i - s l ave ry movement . She l ived 
i n the house un t i l 1854, when she sold i t to her son- in- law J, M . 
Ray, moving to a smal le r house not f a r away. She died in 1861. 
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