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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Unitarian Church of Marietta is a brick and stone Gothic Revival
structure, 3 bays by 5 bays, measuring 80 feet long and 50 feet wide.
Clay for the handmade bricks came from the Indian walls which led down
to the Muskingum River. The elevation and drawings were done by John
M. Slocomb of Boston. The stonework of the foundation and the coping
was done by N.S. Alcock and the brickwork of the main building by
William Kexal.

The stone basement walls are partly above grade. The west (front) facade
has a central arched and panelled double door. Simple stone steps lead
to the entrance. Above the entrance is a large, Gothic-arched tracery
window with stained glass. The three bays are separated by square but-
tresses. To the right of the entrance the two buttresses continue above
the roofline and end in small turrets capped with finials. Between the
buttresses are a small arched window on the lower level, and a larger
arched window directly above it on the second level. The left side is
identical on the first two levels, but the buttresses continue, embracing
a square bell tower which rises 85'. Each corner of the bell tower ends
with small turrets with finials. Between the turrets of the tower are
battlements. Louvered, arched openings are employed on each side of the
tower. There is a 1100 pound bell made by Meneely § Sons of New York in
the tower.

The south and north facades are divided into five bays each, with each
‘bay separated by square buttresses which also end above the roofline in
small turrets with finials. On the north facade there is a small door in

The other bays each have tall, arched windows with tracery and stained
~glass. All along the gable roofline are battlements.

Just inside and to the left in the base of the bell tower is a small

gdllery for pictures and displays. To the right is a winding staircase
‘ ascending to the choir loft and another to the basement. The audience

room is twenty feet high with panel ceiling with heavy pendents grained

Christ Weeping Over Jerusalem. It is a copy of one painted by Charles
Eastlake. To the right of the altar is a screen containing sec ions from
the Scriptures in illuminated lettering and to the left of the altar is
the pipe organ. :

Relatively few changes have been made since the time of Nahum Ward.
Lighting, heating, and plumbing have necessarily been modernized. The
pipe organ was completely rebuilt and, in 1925, the existing glass panes
were replaced with more elaborate stained glass windows.

the first bay, or tower section. Above the door is a Gothic-arched window.

in imitation oak. Above the altar hangs a mural by Sala Bosworth depicting
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1811 Nahum Ward came from Shrewsbury, Massachusetts to settle per-
manently in Marietta, Ohio. He rapidly bought up land - about 37
thousand acres - which he sold to men of lesser means in small farm
lots, allowing each to make payment for the land in installments as
they could.

Having been an adherent of the Unitarian Church, he set about founding
a church of that faith in Marietta in 1855. It was called the First
Unitarian Church of Marietta. The church, begun in July 1855 and dedi-
cated in June 1857, was erected at Mr. Ward's own expense. He later
turned the ownership of the church over to the Board of Trustees.

Nahum Ward was one of the most popular men who lived in Marietta; a man
of strength and solidarity. In 1845 he was elected mayor, a position he
retained for many years. It was after his election that the first ex-
tensive improvements in Marietta were made. Sidewalks and shade trees
were introduced along the streets. Through various channels, religious
and secular, private and public, he contributed aid to individuals and

to causes. He died in April 1860. Mrs. Harriet Ward, wife of Nahum, left
a large sum to the church after her death in 1872,

A Universalist Church predated the Unitarian in Marietta. 1In 1869, the
two merged but nearly a century passed before the name was changed (in
1967) to the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta.

Many noted people have presented addresses at the Unitarian pulpit.
Among these are Ralph Waldo Emerson, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Edward Everett
Hale, Mary A. Livermore, Lucretia Mott, and William Howard Taft.

Located in the heart of Marietta, the church is one of Marietta's most im-
portant architectural landmarks. It is one of the oldest remaining
churches in the area and was among the first churches built west of the
Allegheny Mountains that were designed in the Gothic Revival style. It

is an excellent example of Gothic Revival architecture. The Church is
also important as a community center as it houses meetings of various
community groups. Local citizens are proud of the Church, which they call
an "architectural jewel."




Vol. II, pp. 890-892.

History of Marietta, edited and compiled by Martin R. Andrews.

Biographical Publishing Company, Illinois, 1902, Vol.

Williams' History of Washington County, Ohio.

I, pp. 395-396 and

Cleveland, Ohio, 1881.

Pp.364, 476, 479.
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Laszlo G. Koe-Krompecher, Assistant Professor of Architecture
ORGANIZATION DATE
School of Architecture, Design and Planning March 1973 |
STREET AND NUMBER:
Ohio University
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CoDE
Athens Ohio 039

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

=l State [] Local M

The recommended

National

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

b S Tect,,

Director, Office of Archeology and H:atorﬁreserv&tion
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FOR@AWHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: ' M/
NAME OF PROPERTY _First WUnidarian UniversalisT C huye , ] 7 ) 2

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination fo?m is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3, Classification.

4. Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Description.

¥ 8. Statement of Significance. Al+houah ArchitecTure s cheekeo as an
ares of Sianifcance 1t 1s noT Supporded i the sSkTemenT
anm include e s ani ficance. of Hhe
archiccTures_and #he. place the Church ks held inFhe [ife of

e Community.
g, Bibliography.

10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates.

s e e e b _—

b. Acreage;w.

11. Form Prepared By.

RUDRSESEY

12. Certification.

PEESEEENSA

Photographic Coverage.

Map Coverage.

Other.

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation
of our professional review. Correction of these techmical errors does not
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy National Register criteria
in full,

Thank you fbr your attention to the above items checked.
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| l;erst;al;n 71 and 176h Avenue

the ohio historical society/ohio historical center/ columbus, ohio 43211/ Gelephone (614) 463-4663

August 17, 1973

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior

National Park Service

18th and C sts., N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Bill:

I am enclosing herewith five (5) completed National Register
forms which have been approved by the Ohio Historic Site
Preservation Board. Owners of subject properties have been
notified of our intent to register.

One enclosed application, First Unitarian Universalist
Church, Marietta, Washington County, is a resubmission con-
taining corrections.

Sincerely,
o TG T B
Daniel R. Porter

Director

DRP /mu
encl: Completed National Register applications:

0ld South Church, Lake County

Horseshoe Mound, Scioto County

West Side Market, Cuyahoga County

Carlisle Fort, Montgomery County

First Unitarian Universalist Church, Washington County
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STATE _ OHIO
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Date Entered

Name Location

Pirst Unitarian Church of Marietta uu:htﬁ
Washington County

Also Notified

State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. William B. Saxbe Mr. Daniel R. Porter
Hon. Robext Taft, Jr. Director
Eon. Clarence E, Miller The Ohio Historical Society

Columbus, Ohio 43211
Director, Northeast Region
PHR MMott 10/10/73



