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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The three story (including raised basement) Tuscarawas County
Courthouse was built from 1882 to 1885. The building is constructed
on a rock-faced stone foundation, and the remainder of the building,
above the ground floor, is built of smooth-dressed stone. The

dome, located in the center of the roof, rises about seventy

feet above the roof line. The courthouse measures approximately
one hundred twenty feet square.

The center sections of the building project on all sides of the
building. The ground floor and first floor form a distinctive
base for the upper part of the building. The foundation of
rock-faced stone extends above the ground and meets the first
floor exterior at a belt course of smooth-dfessed stone. The
first floor carries the smooth-dressed stone on up the walls,

but the the texture of the foundation is echoed in the quoins.
Stone steps lead to the arched entrance on the south side. The
doorway is deeply recessed, and the arch is flanked by square,
engaged columns with Doric capitals. This entrance is pedimented,
and round columns with Corinthian capitals support the pediment.
The building windows are rectangular on the ground and second
floors, arched on the first. On the second floor the windows
have an ornate cornice. A cornice-like belt course of smooth
stone divides the first and second floors on the exterior. The
second floor is also adorned with square pilasters with Corinthian
capitals. The roof is hipped, and composed of slate.

Numerous modifications have been made to the exterior of the
courthouse, especially on the second floor. Originally the
windows framed with aluminum were absent. Behind the columns
on the south and west sides were five smaller windows. Also
the doors were large, hardwood types. The walls behind the
columns were eliminated as part of a minor expansion program.
Unfortunately, this program did major damage to the appearance
of the courthouse. It would be quite difficult to restore the
courthouse to its original appearance.

The round dome is one of the finest features of the building.

It is supported on a smooth-dressed stone base that has arched
openings around its upper part. Inside the base, the ceiling

is flat, and made of wood. The dome is metal (now being painted
a buff color) and has four clock faces. Constant maintemance

of the dome has kept it in good condition. Originally a seated
sculpture group rested on the top of the dome.

The courthouse interior is straightforward. A central stairway
with two flights of stairs leads to the second floor. The
marble floors blend with the marble wainscoting found on the
first floor. Ceilings and partitions have been rearanged in the
building to suit the needs of the county.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tuscarawas County was formed from part of Muskingum County
February 15, 1808. The first permanent settlements were

made by pioneers generally from Western Virginia and Pennsylvania.

Earlier, unsuccessful settlements were made at Fort Laurens,
Schoenbrumnand Gnadenhutten. New Philadelphia, the county
seat, was laid out in 1804 by John Knisely.

The first court in New Philadelphia was held in a log
tavern, and an adjacent log stable was used as a jail.

The first courthouse was a frame structure, built early

in the nineteenth century. During the 1830s a new structure
was erected, and proved to be adequate until the 1870s.

Around 1880, the county commissioners decided to build

a new courthouse to house the ever-.expanding county business.
They hired architect Thomas Boyd to design the building,

‘and contractor T. B. Townsend did the major construction
work. The building was constructed starting 1882, and was
completed and occupied in 1885. The courthouse wzs erected
at a cost of $99,860.
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