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E N T R Y D A T E 

| i NAME" 
J H . ;l 6 1973 

Tuscarawas County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N a N U M B E R : 

Courthouse Square' ^nrr^f h f i ^ r i to g-e'TTOT̂  AHT 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

New Philadelphia 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : I g t h 

Wayne L . Hays 
S T A T E 

Ohio 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Tuscarawas 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

Ohio 039 
C O U N T Y : 

Tuscarawas 157 
| 3 . C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• D i s t r i c t E B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

1 ^ Public 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

1 1 In P rocess 

1 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

K l Occup ied 

1 [ U noccup ied 

[ 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

H R e s t r i c t e d 

1 [ U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

I 1 Commercial 

[ I Educational 

• Enterta inment 

pC] Government 

[ 1 Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

I I M u s e u m 

• Pork 

• P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

131 Religious 

Q Scientific 

1 I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

1 I Comments 

[ 4 . OWHER O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Tuscarawas County 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Courthouse Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

New Philadelphia 
|5. i.OCAt>ON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

Tuscarawas County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Courthouse Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

New PhiladelDhia 
H i i l t lb N IN EX 1ST ING SU RV E Y S 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federal • Stote 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

, r 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 



17. DESCRJPflON 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t Good 

(Check One) 

• F o i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

fChecfc One) 

S Altered Q 
U n a l t e r e d 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R l G I N A L k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved ( 5 O r i g i n a l Si te 

The thrse story (including raised basement) Tuscarawas County 
Courthouse was built fron 1882 to 1885. The btiilding i s constructed 
on a rock-faced stone foundation, and the remainder of the building, 
above the gro\ind floor, i s built of smooth-dressed stone. The 
dome, located in the center of the roof, rises about seventy 
feet above the roof line. The courthouse meas\ires approximately 
one hundred twenty feet square. 

The center sections of the building project on a l l sides of the 
building. The ground floor and fi r s t floor form a distinctive 
base for the upper part of the building. The foundation of 
rock-faced stone extends above the ground and meets the f i r s t 
floor exterior at a belt course of smooth-dressed stone. The 
fi r s t floor carries the smooth-dressed stone on up the walls, 
but the the texture of the fotindation i s echoed in the quoins. 
Stone steps lead to the arched entrance on the south side. The 
doorway i s deeply recessed, and the arch i s flanked by square, 
engaged columns with Doric capitals. This entrance is pedimented, 
and round columns with Corinthian capitals support the pediment. 
The building windows are rectangular on the ground and second 
floors, arched on the f i r s t . On the second floor the windows 
have an ornate comice. A cornice-like belt course of smooth 
stone divides the f i r s t and second floors on the exterior. The 
second floor i s also adorned with sq\iare pilasters with Corinthian 
cfipitals. The roof i s hipped, and composed of slate. 

Muaerous modifications have been made to the exterior of the 
couirthouse, especially on the second floor. Originally the 
windows framed with aluminum were absent. Behind the columns 
on the south and west sides were five smaller windows. Also 
the doors were large, hardwood types. The walls behind the 
columns were eliminated as pairt of a minor expansion program. #T; 
Unfortunately, this program did major damage to the appearance 
of the cotirthouse. I t would be quite difficult to restore the 
courthouse to it s original appearance. 

The round dome i s one of the finest features of the building. 
I t i s supported on a cmooth-dressed stone base that has arched 
openings around i t s upper part. Inside the base, the ceiling 
i s flat, and made of wood. The dome is metal (now being painted 
a buff color) and has four clock faces. Constant mainteaiance 
of the dome has kept i t in good condition. Originally a seated 
sculpture group rested on the top of the dome. v 

The courthouse interior i s straightforward. A central stairway 
with two flights of stairs leads to the second floor. The 
marble floors blend with the marble wainscoting fo\xnd on the 
fi r s t floor. Ceilings and partitions have been rearanged in the 
building to suit the needs of the county. 

m 
m 



{ft. SiGNlFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I O 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Centu ry 

S ] 19 'h Century 

• 20 th Century 

S P E C I F I C DATE<S> (If App l icab le ancf K n o w n ; b U i l t I 8 8 Z — 1 8 8 5 " 

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

BO A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

1 I Commun ica t i ons 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

I I Indus t ry 

I I I nven t i on 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

U 

ue 

IU 

IU 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Tuscarawas County was formed from part of Muskingum County 
February 15, 1808. The fi r s t permanent settlements were 
made by pioneers generally from Western Virginia and Pennsylvania. 
Earlier, \msuceessful settlements were made at Fort Laurens, 
Schoenbrunnand Gnadenhutten. New Philadelphia, the county 
seat, was laid out in 180'+ by John Knisely. 

The f i r s t court in New Philadelphia was held in a log 
tavern, and an adjacent log stable was used as a j a i l . 
The f i r s t courthouse was a frame structure, built early 
in the nineteenth century. During the 1830s a new structure 
was erected, and proved to be adequate until the l870s. 

Around 1880, the county commissioners decided to build 
a new courthouse to house the ever-expanding county business. 
They hired architect Thomas Boyd to design the building, 
and contractor T. B. Townsend did the auijor construction 
work. The building was constructed starting l882, and was 
completed and occupied in I885. The cotxrthouse was erected 
at a cost of $99,860. 
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>, OeOORAPHfCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N C L O N G I - ^ ' J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H i i L t r s i T Z R P O I N I O F A P r t O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

)I 40 ° 29 • 24 • 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

81 » 26 • 43 . 

acres . ——^ -. r- \ d i [ / / Q : > . 
I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B ; ^ ^ ^ P A m ^ ^ ^ ^ ! ( y X ^ 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Larry Alan Beers 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

May 11, 1973 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1932 Forest Village Lane 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Columbus 
:12. STATE LlAfSON OFFtCER CfeRTIFlCA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cert ify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State j j ^ Local • 

Name^^*"^^^^^^^^^^^ , (P 

Ti t l e 

Date 

Ohio 039 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Hiamric Preservation 

Date "?//6/Z3 
ATTEST 

Keeper OT The National Register 

Date ^ 1 7 

K^l ^ 
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