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7 DESCRtPTIdN 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Cftecfc OneJ 

• E x c e l l e n t [ E Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

S l A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved 3 O r i g i na l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i { k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Exterior: The First Presbyterian Church is a Greek Revival style building, 
b u i l t 1849-1851 and measuring approximately 57 by 99 feet. I t has a 
smooth dressed local sandstone foundation and stone s i l l s and l i n t e l s . 
There is a denticulated comice and an octagonal wooden cupola mounted on 
an inset wood square base and topped by a f i n i a l . The windows in the 
cupola are round arched and louvered. Brick pilasters flank the second 
floor windows. The rectangular second floor windows are t a l l and narrow 
with Latin crosses supporting the divisions of leaded stained glass. 

In 1865 five of the original six chimneys were removed, the building was 
lengthened by about 16 feet, and the cupola, which had been blown off in 
1860, was replaced on the gable roof. In 1910 a rectangular Sunday School 
building, in the same style as the main building, was added to the north­
west comer. The original red and white rectangular panes of glass in 
the second floor windows were replaced with stylized symbolic scenes. 
The door on the north side has been moved from the front to the back of 
the lower h a l l , and the f i r s t floor south windows have been altered. 

Interior: L i t t l e important change has been made in the interior. The 
lower floor consists of a vestibule that runs the width of the church and 
has north and south stairways with severely simple, handmade balustrades. 
The two doors at the west side of the vestibule lead down three steps to 
a short h a l l , flanked by classrooms of equal size, to the hall which f i l l s 
the rest of the original building. Both halls are paneled in wood but have 
been both painted and papered previously. The original wood floors were 
replaced by cement after the 1937 flood and the wood p i l l a r s by steel. 
A cellar under the hall was f i l l e d i n . The second floor consists of a 
narthex the size of the vestibule below, a balcony above i t , and the 
sanctuary. The original cloth-covered entry doors to the sanctuary have 
always been painted and now show the warping of the 1937 flood. The pews 
are the original solid walnut ones with their original cushions and pew 
rent numbers. The only major change came when the church purchased a 
J.W. Steere and Co. tracker organ in 1892 for i t s 75th anniversary. For 
the organ a walnut choir l o f t was b u i l t and the pulpit moved forward and 
i t s comers rounded. 
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REGISTER 



SIGNIFICANCE 

Z 

o 

u 
ZD 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 
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The First Presbyterian Church is a notable example of classical revival 
architecture remarkable for i t s impressive size and relatively unchanged 
structure. The sanctuary w i l l seat more than 500, and musicians praise 
i t as having the finest accoustics in the ci t y . Begun in 1849 and b u i l t 
by a local contractor under the supervision of five church members, the 
building was dedicated for use April 6, 1851, and so became the f i r s t 
church dedicated for use and s t i l l in use in the city. The congregation, 
organized May 24, 1817, also b u i l t the f i r s t church building in Portsmouth 
in 1823. The bell and clock from that church were moved to the present 
building, but in 1852 the church purchased a new large brass b e l l , toned 
letter "F", designed by G.W. Coffin § Co. and cast by the Buckeye 
Foxmdry in Cincinnati. Details of the sanctuary were not f u l l y completed 
u n t i l 1865. 

The solid construction of the building enabled i t to withstand the floods 
of 1883, 1884, 1907, 1913 when the water reached nearly to the second 
floor, and 1937 when water covered the second floor, making i t necessary 
to refinish the floor and pews though their solid walnut construction 
was not affected. 

In 1860 a tornado ripped the cupola off but deposited the bell and clock 
safely on the east side of the street. The bell was set on heavy wooden 
beams in the church yard and rung during the Civil War for war aid 
functions and for services. The clock was put on the south wall of the 
sanctuary. ' ' ••-*">.y*--

An active church body, the members have done important work in missions. 
Boy Scouts, and in founding other churches. The f i r s t Senior Citizens' 
Center was begun in 1970 and the church now houses the Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program. The Presbyterians are now considering a merger which, 
i f carried out, w i l l cause the present building to be abandonejii. 

~; . >•-^ "-• -. H'--y.j 
:,-P'i7i^ 
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N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Mary Elizabeth Schwartz, elder 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

First Presbyterian Church 
DATE 

July 11. 1973 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

2813 g i l b e r t Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Portsmouth 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1956 (Public Law 
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in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated accordins; to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommeni 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State • Local 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register 
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Ti t le 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: ll / (j/"^^ 
NAME OF PROPERTY P^y.^ P J U U P - ^ L ^ ^ L . ^ 7 L ^ P _ (yP-l^ 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. . 

2. Location. 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. " 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography. 

_10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. LonRitude (or Latitude) appears 

t'.' he o f f by about Please chec';. 
b. Acreage. 

_11. Form Prepared By. 

X_12. Certification. P7j.^.y . /^M7. 

Photographic Coverage. 

Map Coverage, 

Other, 

C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the above items must be made p r i o r to the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then s a t i s f y the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

Thank you for your a t t e n t i o n to the above items checkec ^ 

p y SIGNED: M̂"-̂ ""̂ --̂ ^ 
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R e t i r f i H S e n i o r 

| 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 

V o l u n t e e r Prng-rani 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

F i r s t PresbytfiriaTi nhnrr-h 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 
221 Court StrPPt 

p— , .Portsmouth 
I L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T r O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Scioto County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

615 Sixth Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Portsmouth 

IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 
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} 7 , D E S C R I P T I O N 

(Check One; 

• Excellent E Good • Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

H i Altered • Unaltered 

fChec* One; 

• Moved 1x1 Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Exterior: The First Presbyterian Church is a two-story Greek Revival 
style brick building, b u i l t 1849-1851 and measuring approximately 57 by 
99 feet. I t has a smooth dressed local sandstone foundation, belt 
course, s i l l s and l i n t e l s . There is a denticulated comice and pediaent 
and an octagonal wooden cupola mounted on a square wood base, topped by 
a f i n i a l and weathervane. The windows in the cupola are round arched 
and louvered. Brick pilasters flank the second floor windows. The 
rectangular second floor windows are t a l l and narrow with Latin crosses 
stqjporting the divisions of leaded stained glass. 

In 1865 five of the original six chimneys were removed, the building was 
lengthened by about 16 feet, and the cupola, which had been blown, off in 
1860, was replaced on the gable roof. In 1910 a rectangular Sunday School 
building, in the same style as the main building, was added to the north­
west comer. The original red and white rectangular panes of glass in 
the second floor windows were replaced with stylized symbolic scenes. 
The door on the north side has been moved from the front to the back of 
the lower h a l l , and the f i r s t floor south windows have been altered. 

Interior: L i t t l e major change has been made in the interior. The 
lower floor consists of a vestibule that runs the width of the church and 
has north and south stairways with severely simple, handmade balustrades. 
The two doors at the west side of the vestibule lead down three steps to 
a short h a l l , flanked by classrooms of equal size, to the hall which f i l l s 
the rest of the original building. Both halls are paneled in wood but have 
been both painted and papered previously. The original wood floors were 
replaced by cement after the 1937 flood and the wood p i l l a r s by steel. 
A cellar under the hall was f i l l e d i n . The second floor consists of a 
narthex the size of the vestibule below, a balcony above i t , and the 
sanctuary. The original cloth-covered entry doors to the sanctuary have 
always been painted and now show the warping of the 1937 flood. The pews 
are the original solid walnut ones with their original cushions and pew 
rent numbers. The only major change came when the church purchased a 
J.W. Steere and Co. tracker organ in 1892 for i t s 75th anniversary. For 
the organ a walnut choir l o f t was b u i l t and the pulpit moved forward and 
i t s corners rounded. For the 100th anniversary the sanctuary was 
refloored in hard wood, so that t o t a l carpeting was eliminated. Lighting 
fixtures have been changed from o i l to gas to ele c t r i c i t y . In 1959 
the 1910 educational wing was to t a l l y remodeled and made fireproof. In 
1963 the sanctuary ceiling, cracked by sonic blasts, had furring strips 
nailed through the 4" of plaster to the j o i s t s , and t i l e ceiling was 
installed, since there was no other way to made the plaster safe. 
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• Mus i c 
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losophy 
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I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­
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• Thea te r 
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• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The First Presbyterian Church is a notable example of Greek Revival 
style architecture remarkable for i t s impressive size and relatively 
unchanged structure. The sanctuary w i l l seat more than 500, and musi­
cians praise i t as having the finest accoustics in the city. Begun in 
1849 and b u i l t by a local contractor under the supervision of five 
church members, the building was dedicated for use April 6, 1851, and 
so became the f i r s t church dedicated for use and s t i l l in use in the 
city. The congregation, organized May 24, 1817, also b u i l t the f i r s t 
church building in Portsmouth in 1823. The bell and clock from that 
church were moved to the present building, but in 1852 the church pur­
chased a new large brass b e l l , toned letter "F", designed by G.W. Coffin 
§ Co. and cast by the Buckeye Foundry in Cincinnati. Details of the 
sanctuary were not f u l l y completed u n t i l 1865. .̂ ,,; 

The solid construction of the building enabled i t to withstand the floods 
of 1883, 1884, 1907, 1913 when the water reached nearly to the second 
floor, and 1937 when water covered the second floor, making i t necessary 
to refinish the floor and pews though their solid walnut construction 
was not affected. , . ' , , 

In 1860 a tornado ripped the cupola off but deposited the bel l and clock 
safely on the east side of the street. The bell was set on heavy wooden 
beams in the church yard and rung during the Ci v i l War for war aid 
functions and for services. The clock was put on the south wall of the 
sanctuary. 

An active church body, the members have done important work in missions. 
Boy Scouts, and in founding other churches. The f i r s t Senior Citizens' 
Center was begun in 1970 and the church now houses the Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program. The Presbyterians are now considering a merger which, 
i f carried out, w i l l cause the present building to be abandoned. . 
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Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 
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2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

Ohio 
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Portsmouth 
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221 Court Street 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

S O U R C E 

U.S.G.S. 7-1/2' Series  
Friendship Quadrangle 1968 
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Hont î obort Taft, J r . 
Hon. l^'illissi H. ll.iTsha 
Uon. 3* fcllliaa Stfiuiton 

Director, Northeast Region 

state Historic Preecrvation Officer 
llr. Oani«l ft. Por tar 
Director 
rne Ohio Uistorlcal Society 
Coluid)U8, Ohio 43211 

MMOTT: pi 11.30.73 



OMB Approval No. 29-R021S 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 
J]̂ PE Q PREAPPLICATION 
ACTION jC] APPLICATION 

i^olri^T • fiOTSrlCATION OF INTENT (Opt) 
box)"" • REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION 

2. APPLI­

CANTS 

1. NUMBER 3. STATE 
APPLICA­
TION 
IDENTI­
FIER 

•. tlUMBER 

SAI #2- 6-40 

APPLI­

CATION 

b. DATE 

3. STATE 
APPLICA­
TION 
IDENTI­
FIER 

b. DATE 

ASSIGNED 19 ^ 

montft 

Ltav* 
Blank 

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

a. Applicant Nama 

b. Organization Unit 

e. Str*et/P.O. Box 

d. City 

f. SUU 

h. Contact Person iName 

& telephone No.) 

Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Society 
Ohio H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion O f f i c e 
1982 Velma Avenue 
_ . , • . County : 
Columbus 
^ , . g. ZIP Coda: 
Ohio 
Thomas H. 

F r a n k l i n 
43211 

Smith, SHPO, 614-466-8727 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

31-4389673W 

p R a 
GRAM 
(From 
Ftderal 
Catalog) 

a. NUMBER 1 | 5 | « | 9 | 0 | 4 | 
b. TITLE 

Grants-in-Aid for 
Histo r i c Preservation 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 

F i r s t Presbyterian Church, Portsmouth, 
Sc io to Countv. Ohio; Development P r o j e c t -
Exterior painting, repair and protection of 
windows, repair and painting of cupola. 
Scioto Country v -
Source of non-federal match: Private sources 

of the F i r s t United Presbyterian Church. 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-State 
B-lntentata 
C-Substat9 

District 
D-Couaty 
E-City 
F-Sdiool District 
C-Sp«j|l Purpota 

District 

H-Cammunity Action Agenqr 
I - Higher Educstion;]! Institution 
J- Indian Tribe 
K-Othar <Sj«ci/v): 

Enter appropriate Utter A 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basie Grant D-lnsuranca 
B-Supplemental Grant E-Otber Enter appro-
C-Loan priate Utter(t) 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Namet of eitia, countiti. 
Stattt, etc) 

Portsmouth, Ohio 

11. ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING 

20,000 

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-New C-Revision E-Augmentation 
B-Ronswal D-Continuetion i—• 

Enter appropriate Utter M 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICAHT 

e. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

$ 5,250 
6,350 

.00 

.00 

a. APPLICANT 

12 
16. PROJECT START 

TE yeorw 

19 see 
DATE Yearvun^f^^y 

b. PROJECT 

6 
17. PROJECT 

DURApON 
36 Months 

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For Jtc or l i e ) 
A-lricrE9se Dollars F-Othar (Specifv): 
E-Decreas3 Dollars 
O-lncrease Duration 
D-Decr«sso Duration 
E-Cancallation 

Enter appro­
priate lett«r(e) 

a. OTHER 

TOTAL s 11,600 
.00 

.00 

18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY ^ 

Ycsr inont^ day 

1977 5 31 
19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

39-76-00266-00 
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City. State, ZIP eodt) 

National Park Service, Dept. of I n t e r i o r , tVashington, D.C. 20240 
2 1 . REMARKS ADDED  

• Yes ^ No 

22. 

THE 
APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
TKATt» 

a. To the bast of my knowledge a.nd belief, 
data in this preapplicaticn/applicstion are 
true and correct, tho document has bean 
duly authorized by the governing body of 
the applicant and the applicant wUt comply 
with tha attached assurancas if the assist­
ance is approved. 

b. If required by CUB Circular A-S5 this application was sufamitied, pursuant to in- ro-
atnictions therein, to appropriate clearinghouses and all responses ara attached: tponte 

(1, Ohio S ta te Clearinghouse 

CO •' 
(3) 

w 
n 

attacked 

a 
• 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

a. TYPED NAME AND TITU 

Thomas H. Smith 
Director and SHPO 

SIGNATURE e. DATE SIGNED 
yecr month day 

19 77 5 13 

24. AGENCY NAME 

Department o f rhp T n f p r i n r 

25. APPLICA- rear month day 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 7 7 

26. ORG/>NIZAT10I>1AL UNIT 

N a t i o n a l Park Service 
27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

Grants Administration Div. 
2S. FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

29. ADDRESS 

18th & C Streets, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20240 
30. FEDERAL GRANT 

IDENTIFICATION 
39-76-00266-00 

31 . ACTION TAKEN 

[3J 8. AWA.tDED 

• b. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• d. DEFERRED 

• e. WITHDRAWN 

38. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION 

32. FUNDING 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

OTHER 

f. TOTAL 

t 5,250 .00 

6,350 .00 

.00 

J11 ,600 

.00 

•00 

.00 

33. ACTION DATE >» 

Year month day 

1977 08 22 
34. 
STARTING 
DATE 

Year v.oKth day 

1977 08 22 
35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­

TION (Name and telephone number) 

Stephen Newman 
202 523-5472 

36. Year month day 
ENDING 
DATE I98O 08 21 
37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Yes 0 N O 

a. In taking abcvo action, any comments received from clearinghocses were con­
sidered. II agtncy response Is due under proviaiona ot Part 1, OMS Circular A-S5, 
it hat been or is being madt. 

FEDERAL /.C.ZKCt A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Name and teUphone no.) 

same as #35 

424-101 
JUN 

,n77 V, _ . STANDARD FORi'jl 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 



Bldg. ̂  I 

F o r m 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
( R a v . 6-72) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries • complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Ohio 
C O U N T Y r 

S c i o t O 
F O R N P S USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

f i r NAME 

(2. LOCATtON" 

C O M M O N : 

F i r s t P re sby te r i an f h t i r c h 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : rnpy 

v u r I S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

221 Court Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Portsmouth 
S T A T E 

Ohio  
|3. CLASStFICATION 

039 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

William H. Harsha 
COUNTY: 

S c i o t o J4S_ 

IU 
IU 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t Q P B u i l d i n g 

• S i f« • S t ruc tu ra 

• O b j a c t 

O W N E R S H I P 

• P u b l i c 

B P r i v e t * 

• B o t h 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

r~l In P r o c e s s 

I I B a i n g C o n s i d e r a d 

S T A T U S 

t n O c c u p i e d 

1 I U n o c c u p i a d 

I I P r e s e r v o t i o n w o r k 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y a s : 

[2$ R e s t r i c t e d 

• L In ras t r i c tad 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

l~l A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I C o m m a r e i o l 

r~l E d u c a t i o n a l 

( 1 E n t a r t o i n m a n t 

I I C o v a r n m e n t 

I I I n d u s t r i o l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I 1 M u s a u m 

• Pa rk 

I I P r i v o t a Raa idonea 

R e l i g i o u s 

• S c i e n f i f i c 

r~) Tronspertotion CH Co 

• t Other (Specify) 

Retired Senior 
Volun tee r Program 

^4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
• O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Fir . s t P re shy tp r i an Phti-rrh 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

7 7 ^ r n i i r t S t T A P t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

. , , Portsmouth 
LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

S T A T E : 

Ohio 

9 H 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Scioto County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

615 Sixth Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Portsmouth 

jftJF^FllfeNTATIO IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

S T A T E 

Ohio 039 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • F e d e r a l • Stote Q C o u n t y • L o c a l < O 
2 » 
c z 

S T R t E T A - J C N U M - : : t - , 

1 0 
Z 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E r C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 
-< 

rt ' 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : 

' 1 

-< 
rt ' 

I L 



| 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• Excellent B Good • Foir • Deteriorated ' I Ruins Q Ur>«xposed 

(•Check One) 

• t Altered • Unaltered 

fChec* One) 

n i Moved S l Originol Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A U ( I I k n O M - n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Exterior: The First Presbyterian Church is a two-story Greek Revival 
style brick building, b u i l t 1849-1851 and measuring approximately 57 by 
99 feet. I t has a smooth dressed local sandstone foundation, belt 
course, s i l l s and l i n t e l s . There is a denticulated comice and pedinent 
and an octagonal wooden cupola mounted on a square wood base, topped by 
a f i n i a l and weathervane. The windows in the cupola are round arched 
and louvered. Brick pilasters flank the second floor windows. The 
rectangular second floor windows are t a l l and narrow with Latin crosses 
supporting the divisions of leaded stained glass. 

In 1865 five of the original six chimneys were removed, the building was 
lengthened by about 16 feet, and the cupola, which had been blown off in 
1860, was replaced on the gable roof. In 1910 a rectangular Sunday School 
building, in the same style as the main building, was added to the north­
west comer. The original red and white rectangular panes of glass in 
the second floor windows were replaced with stylized symbolic scenes. 
The door on the north side has been moved from the front to the back of 
the lower h a l l , and the f i r s t floor south windows have been altered. 

Interior: L i t t l e major change has been made in the interior. The 
lower floor consists of a vestibule that runs the width of the church and 
has north and south stainvays with severely simple, handmade balustrades. 
The two doors at the west side of the vestibule lead down three steps to 
a short h a l l , flanked by classrooms of equal size, to the hall which f i l l s 
the rest of the original building. Both halls are paneled in wood but have 
been both painted and papered previously. The original wood floors were 
replaced by cement after the 1937 flood and the wood pillars by steel. 
A cellar under the ha l l was f i l l e d i n . The second floor consists of a 
narthex the size of the vestibule below, a balcony above i t , and the 
sanctuary. The original cloth-covered entry doors to the sanctuary have 
always been painted and now show the warping of the 1937 flood. The pews 
are the original solid walnut ones with their original cushions and pew 
rent numbers. The only major change came when the church purchased a 
J.W. Steere and Co. tracker organ in 1892 for i t s 75th anniversary. For 
the organ a walnut choir l o f t was b u i l t and the pulpit moved forward and; 
i t s comers rounded. For the 100th anniversary the sanctuary was 
refloored in hard wood, so that t o t a l carpeting was eliminated. Lighting 
fixtures have been changed from o i l to gas to electr i c i t y . In 1959 
the 1910 educational wing was to t a l l y remodeled and made fireproof. In 
1963 the sanctuary ceiling, cracked by sonic blasts, had furring strips 
nailed through the 4" of plaster to the j o i s t s , and t i l e ceiling was 
installed, since there was no other way to made the plaster safe. 
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wyr; 

E SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More e» Appropriate) 

Q P r e - C o l u m b i o n ! O 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry O 17«h Cen tu ry 

• I 8 t h Century 

5 3 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISI ( I I Appllceble and Known) 1 8 4 9 - 1 8 5 1 

'i,i-> 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCtlec* One or .More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ina l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

• A g r i c u l t u r e 

n t A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

I I Commerce 

r~l Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s a r v o t i o n 

i I Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

5 2 R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i o l / H u m a n -

i t o r i o n 

Q T h e a t e r 

1 I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urbon Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The First Presbyterian Church is a notable example of Greek Revival 
style architecture remarkable for i t s impressive size and relatively 
unchanged structure. The sanctuary w i l l seat more than 500, and musi­
cians praise i t as having the finest accoustics in the c i t y . Begun in 
1849 and b u i l t by a local contractor under the supervision of five 
church members, the building was dedicated for use April 6, 1851, and 
so became the f i r s t church dedicated for use and s t i l l in use in the 
city. The congregation, organized May 24, 1817, also b u i l t the f i r s t 
church building in Portsmouth i n 1823. The bell and clock from that 
church were moved to the present building, but in 1852 the church pur­
chased a new large brass b e l l , toned l e t t e r "F", designed by G.W. Coffin 
§ Co. and cast by the Buckeye Foundry i n Cincinnati. Details of the 
sanctuary were not f u l l y completed u n t i l 1865. 

The solid construction of the building enabled i t to withstand the floods 
of 1883, 1884, 1907, 1913 when the water reached nearly to the second 
floor, and 1937 when water covered the second floor, making i t necessary 
to refinish the floor and pews though their solid walnut construction 
was not affected. 

In 1860 a tornado ripped the cupola off but deposited the b e l l and clock 
safely on the east side of the street. The bell was set on heavy wooden 
beams in the church yard and rung during the C i v i l War for war aid 
functions and for services. The clock was put on the south wall of the 
sanctuary. 

An active church body, the members have done in^jortant work i n missions. 
Boy Scouts, and in founding other churches. The f i r s t Senior Citizens' 
Center was begun in 1970 and the church now houses the Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program. The Presbyterians are now considering a merger which, 
i f carried out, w i l l cause the present building to be abandoned. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Church. 1817-1973. 
Minutes of the Session of First Presbyterian 

Schwartz, Mary Elizabeth. History of the First United Presbyterian Church, 
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to . GEOGRAPHICAt DATA 
U A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

o • • 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I - ' J D E C 0 0 _ R O l N A T E J  

D E F I N I N G T H t L t i M T S R P O I N I O F A P r t O P E R T Y  

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

3 8 ° 43' 56* 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

83 00 05 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : I g S S t h a n 1 
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m 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O U N T V 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : C O D E 

C O U N T Y : 

FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

' r " - •-• ~ — • - ' - ' • " T - - ^ v««a y ^ K t r j i . 
O R G A N I ZA T I O N 

D A T E 

Firs t Presbvterian Church Julv n, ^Q77, 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

2813 Gilbert Avenue 

n 

o 
z 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Portsmouth 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIF ICA1 ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

f^valuated according to the c-iteria and proceckires set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recominended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State • Local 3 

aC 

Ohio 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in tbe 

National Register. 

Director, Office ol Archeolofy end Hielotlc Preeerratlon 

N a m e 
A T T E S T : 

1^ 

I t ,1, 

••• / li 

Keeper ol The National Register 

Date •T,nr.VTrv - 3 . 1P7-1 Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64QQQ611 


