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• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

[ I Agricultural 

r~l Commercial 
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• E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

I I Government 

I 1 Industrial 

• Mil itary 

[ y \ M u s e u m 
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Private Residence 

[Q3 Religious 

[ I Scientific 
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( 7 D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Chec* One) 

• E x c e l l e n t , C X Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted CD Ru ins F~l Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

p j } A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved 3 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Old Residential District of Chillicothe, comprised of homes of many 
19th century architectural styles, has been l i t t l e changed throughout 
the years. There are presently over 40 houses that are important histor­
i c a l l y and architecturally and which should be saved for future gener­
ations to enjoy. The old carriage houses, iron fences, and many of the 
grounds are s t i l l lovely. There is only one commercial business in the 
d i s t r i c t and plans call for i t to be removed and a landscaped parking 
lot created to replace i t to serve the five museums in the d i s t r i c t . 
Some of the best homes in the d i s t r i c t are: 

1 The Noah Wilson House, 122 South Paint St. Built ca. 1845, this is a 
two and a half story brick building with paired Corinthian style columns 
at front and side entrances. The wrought iron fence and r a i l i n g at the 
"cat walk" (where Wilson watched the building of the C. § M. railroad) 
have been removed. The home is five bays across the front with the upper 
half story having five round portal-type windows. 

2^The Cimningham-Gerber House, 134 South Paint St. Located across the 
* garden from the Wilson House, this home is a single story Greek revival 
building. Four Corinthian columns support the porch. The cornice and 
attic studio are detailed with scroll brackets and the li n t e l s over the 
two front windows have a central carved shell motif. 

3. The Woodrow-Butler House, 62 South Paint St. A two and a half story 
brick building b u i l t according to the "Master Carpenter's Guide Book". 
I t is three bays across the front having shuttered double hung windows. 
The a t t i c windows feature elaborate wrought iron g r i l l s . Iron railings 
flank the stone steps to the Greek Ionic coltmms which support the 
entrance porch.' -̂ Xi.:-.. ^ 

4 "̂ ^̂  Cloud-Hopewell House, 56 East Fourth St. A Neo-Jacobean Victorian 
' home, designed by John Cook, who did five such homes on this street 
around 1890. Built of brick, i t is very ornate with gabled dormer, 
elaborate bracketed cornices and a gable roofed entry porch supported by 
carved support columns and r a i l i n g . 

5 The Cook-McCallum-Biggs House, 58 West Fifth St. This painted brick two 
story home is L-shaped with hipped roof. I t is located on a double lot 
with carriage house and neatly landscaped garden. There are five bays 
across the front, the lower story having a central doorway. The double 
htmg windows are shuttered. -• .; 

5 The Col. McKell Library, 41 West Fifth St. A two story, L-shaped brick 
'building. The three-bay pedimented front portico is supported by four 
full-height Doric columns. . , 

7 The Ross County Historical Society Museum, 45 West Fift h St. This two 
'story rectangular brick building, erected in 1838 by Deacon Long, has a 
major rear addition b u i l t i n the 1860's. 
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Chillicothe's Old Residential District 

2. Location 
Starting at the center point of the intersection of E. Seventh and S. 
Mulberry Street, west to rear property line of lots on the west side of 
S, Walnut Street, north along rear property lines to rear property line 
of lots on the south side of W. Fifth Street, west to the centerline of 
Bellevue Avenue, north to rear property line of lots on the north side of 
W. Fifth Street, east to the rear property line of lots on the west side of 
S. Walnut Street, north along rear property lines to the rear property line 
of lots on the north side of W. Fourth Street, east along rear property 
to the centerline of S. Mulberry Street, south to the intersection with E, 
Seventh Street. 

7. Description 
g The Smith-Cook House, 57 West Fifth St. Located on a double lot i t s neatly 

landscaped lot is surrounded with wrought iron fence. The three bay gable 
front of the painted brick residence is highlighted by an e l l i p i t i c a l hood 
supported by large carved wood over the entrance door. The roof has a 
bracketed cornice and high in the gable is a small round window. 

The Lucy Webb Hayes House, 90 West Sixth St. A ca. 1832 two story frame 
building, five bays across the front with a slightly recessed center doorway 
was the birthplace of Lucy Webb. The house has been moved slightly from 
i t s original location. The building measures 46 by 18 feet. 

8. Significance 
Historic sites of importance in the d i s t r i c t include the f i r s t log school in 
south central Ohio (1797), the f i r s t Academy, and the site of the Female 
Seminary. 

Chillicothe's Old Residential District is significant for i t s close ties 
with the p o l i t i c a l figures of early Ohio statehood and with industrialists 
and artists later in the 19th century. The continuity of architectural 
styles and the excellent state of preservation of the majority of homes 
make the d i s t r i c t one of the most significant early southern Ohio historic 
residential areas. 

GPO 9 21-7 24 



3. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

n P re -Co lumb ian 1 • 16th Century • 18th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century ' : ffl 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C DATE(S> (II Applicable and Known) h O U S e S b u l l t 1 8 1 0 - 1 9 1 0 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

Pti A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

1 I Commerce 

r~1 Commun ica t i ons 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r ing 

I 1 Indus t r y 

1 I I nven t i on 

( I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

S Polit ical 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Science 

Q Sculpture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

• Thea te r 

r~j T ronspo r t o t i on 

[~~| Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

As early as 1796, Nathaniel Massie, a young Virginian, settled a com­
munity at the mouth of Paint Creek, later to be known as Chillicothe. 
Only five years after i t s founding, Chillicothe became the capital of the 
Northwest Territory and the capital city of Ohio when i t became a state in 
1803. Edward T i f f i n was i t s f i r s t govemor. By 1810 the capital was 
moved to Zanesville and, f i n a l l y , in 1816, to Columbus. Chillicothe then 
tumed to local affairs and developed a most profitable trade business. 
Water Street, located along the Ohio and Erie Canal, became one of the 
li v e l i e s t places in the West. Trade, diversified industries, together 
with the nearby rich farmlands have given Chillicothe a balanced ecomomy 
upon which to support i t s early manner of living and the continuation 
of i t s traditions. A fine residential d i s t r i c t developed, rich in arch­
itectural styles and in history. 

Lucy Webb Hayes, the f i r s t college graduate among our Presidents' wives, 
was born in this d i s t r i c t . The house in which she was bom s t i l l stands 
and is soon to become a museum for collectors. R. G. Dun, founder of 
Dun and Bradstreet, was bom at 86 South Paint Street in one of the Greek 
Revival houses. D. K. Jones, who invented the sulfur f r i c t i o n match, 
cooking and heating stoves, had his workshop at 147 Caldwell in the Jones-
Story House around 1827. Nathaniel Willis , owner of the f i r s t newspaper 
west of the Alleghenies, who also took part in the Boston Tea Party, 
b u i l t and lived in the old part of the Willis-Thomas-Cook House at 58 
West Fifth Street. President Woodrow Wilson was a frequent v i s i t o r to the 
home of his aunt, uncle and cousins at the Woodrow-Butler House on 62 South 
Paint Street. Burton Stevenson, the author of "Home Book of Quotations", 
wrote i t at the Carnegie Library on South Paint Street. Edward T i f f i n 
Cook, the 1908 Pole Vault Olympic Champion lives at 57 West Fifth Street 
in the Smith Cook House. He won two gold medals that year. Col. David 
McKell, whose collection of illuminated manuscripts are famous world 
over, worked and housed his collection at the McKell Library, 47 West 
Fifth Street. , 

Others who claimed connections with this Chillicothe d i s t r i c t are the 
sculptor, Mae Elizabeth Cook, George Tyler, the Broadway producer of the 
early 1900's, Finley, who wrote the Elsie Dinsmore series of books around 
1828, and James Thomas, "Father of the Wrought Iron Industry". 
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Chillicothe's Old Residential District 

Key to Hand-drawn Map: 

1. Noah Wilson House, 122 South Paint Street 
2. Cunningham-Gerber House, 134 South Paint Street 
3. Woodrow-Butler House, 62 South Paint Street 
4. Cloud-Hopewell House, 56 East Fourth Street 
5. Cook-McCallum-Biggs House, 58 West Fifth Street 
6. Col. McKell Library, 41 West Fifth Street 
7. Ross County Historical Society Museum, 45 West Fifth Street 
8. Smith-Cook House, 57 West Fifth Street 
9. Lucy Webb Hayes House, 90 West Sixth Street 

Note: Black rectangles indicate other historic buildings. 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS F9RM WHEN THE I'ROrERTY IS, RESUBMITTED. -DATE: )( jH 
NAME OF PROPERTY (I L i L^.H-LL / ICU'T-I .jtl.'.^ L-W. 'i:^u.r LLi.r 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location, 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography. 

10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. Lon:;itude (or Latitude) appears 

t l he off hy al)out Please check. 
b. Acreage. 

11. Form Prepared By, 

X Cer t i f ica t ion . / -"l-A.-c; ^ / l j JyCtjL^ . ^ ^ ^ «V c^-^^ 

Photographic Coverage. 

Map Coverage. \ ^ ] 17^LI/t,vy \AV?Ci <thULL PO^WT iHl^^^l'^^ 

;Zother. ZIT^ ^Me\.^[ 
1 ; = 

C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the above items must be made pri o r fct the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then s a t i s f y the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked. \:f^-tJ^^ 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

(see continuation sheet) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Chillicothe 

Ohio 039 Ross 

ffi 3. MAP REFEREWCe 

U.S.G.S. Chillicothe East Quadrangle 7.5 Minute 
1:24000 
1963 r e v i s e d 1970 nov­
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3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 







Form No. 10-301 
RBV. 7-72 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Ohio 
C O U N T Y 

Ross 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

NOV 2 8 197! 

COMMON: Chillicothe's Old Residential D i s t r i c t 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

1-

u 
=3 

CC 

z 

Ul 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

see continuation sheet 
CC Y OR TOWN: 

. Chillicothe 

Ohio 039 
COUNTY: 

Ross I''-' 

3 MAP REFERENCe 

City Engineers, Chillicothe Ohio 45601 
1" = 400' 

DATE: 1961, updated each year 
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL SURPLUS PROPERTY TRANSFER 

Name of property (as l i s t e d i n National Register): 

Chillicothe's Old Residential District: Old Post Office 

Name of property (as l i s t e d i n transfer a p p l i c a t i o n ) : 

Old Post Office 
City/Town: Chillicothe 

State: Ohio 

County: Ross 

Current owner: 

Name of applicant: City of Chillicothe 

Date of application: 2/28/75 

Comments: 

GSA control number; 

G-OH-645A 

On site consultation scheduled for 7/29/75 

Qup^ 'cuybur^ ^ 

Master f i l e maintained i n Interagency H i s t o r i c Architectural Services 


