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U . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
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Be l lv i l l e Municipal Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Bel lv i l l e 
i lOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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D E S C R I P T I O N 

(Check One) 

C O N D I T I O N 
E E x c e l l e n t • Good • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted 1 1 Ru ins n U nexposed 

C O N D I T I O N 
( C h e c k One) 

^ A l t e r e d Q U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved JC] O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Bellville Bandstand i s an octagonal structure measuring 
approximately twelve feet in diameter. I t is about twenty feet 
in height at the peak of i t s roof. The bandstand i s constructed 
of wood, and was built in July and August, 1879. 

Originally painted in some unknown constrasting colors, the 
bandstand now sports glossy white on the frame, and green on 
the roof. The original wood base has been replaced within the 
last twenty years because of deterioration. A new concrete 
block foundation, and slab floor were placed beneath the frame­
work of the bandstand. The entrance i s located on the east 
side of the bandstand, and i s reached with four concrete steps. , 

Detailing on the structure i s excellent. This High Victorian 
Gothic bandstand was designed by a carpenter-gardener turned 
architect, which no doubt accounts for the gazebo-like appearance 
of the bandstand. An eighteen inch high railing i s constructed 
on the base. Eight square wooden posts provide support for 
the roof. The eight openings are arched, and gingerbread lattice 
work i s employed in the space above the arch. In the center of 
each of the eight sides, the roof line i s arched, forming decorative 
round-headed pediments. Scroll brackets with pendants support 
the eaves. The roof i s metal, eight sided, and is generally 
conical in shape. 

In the center of the roof i s an octagonal cupola. The cupola 
i s paneled, and extends approximately three feet above the peak 
of the roof. The roof of the cupola i s flat, and eight brackets 
extend to a pointed finial supporting an eagle. _ 

The bandstand i s in excellent condition, and is considered to 
be the architectural focal point of Bellville by the town's 
inhabitants. The town i s constantly concerned with the proper 
preservation of the structure, and i t i s used in many public 
functions. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Centu ry 

• I S t h Centu ry • 17th Century 
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1 ^ 19th Century 

• 20 th Century 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

0 5 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r ing 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

I 1 S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

I I Thea te r 

1 1 T ronspo r t o t i on 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

The impetus for the construction of the Bellville Bandstand 
came from the citizens and town council of Bellville late 
in the 1870s. I t i s unknown how the architect was paid 
or how he was contracted, but a man name William Lash did 
design the structure. 

William Lash worked for the Harris James Family in Cleveland. 
Lash was originally from Bellville, as at least one Lash 
appears in a Bellville City directory from this period. 
The James were florists in Cleveland, and had a large Second 
Empire mansion of Euclid Avenue. Lash was the gardener 
for the James, and was also a carpenter. His mixed backround 
likely accounted for the appearance of the bandstand. 

I t i s likely that Lash participated in the construction 
of the bandstand which took place during July and August 
of 1879* The dedication ceremonies took place September 
10, 1879. 

Since i t was dedicated, the bandstand has been in constant 
use. Even today, during the summer, an ice cream social 
i s held at the bandstand every Saturday night. The Bellville 
Bandstand i s thought by most people to be the finest extant 
bandstand in the state of Ohio. 
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Mansfield Ohio 039 
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• ' R E P R J S | N T A T I O N |N E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 
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Ohio Historic Survey. Phase One "Ohio Historic Landmark.s" 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1967 • Federal [jg State • County • Locol 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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\ 7 . b E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

fyl Excellent • Good Q Fair • Deteriorated O Ruins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• C Altered • Unaltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved 53 O' '9 ' "o ' S'«» 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Bel l v i l l e Bandstand is an octagonal structure measuring approximately 
twelve feet in diameter. I t is about twenty feet in height at the peak 
of i t s roof. The bandstand is constructed of wood, and was b u i l t in 
July and August, 1879. 

Originally painted in some unknown constrasting colors, the bandstand now 
sports glossy white on the frame, and green on the roof. The original 
wood base has been replaced within the last twenty years because of 
deterioration. A new concrete block foundation and slab floor were placed 
beneath the framework of the bandstand. The entrance is located on the 
east side of the bandstand, and is reached by four concrete steps. 

Detailing on the structure is excellent. This High Victorian Gothic and 
Italianate style bandstand was designed by a carpenter-gardener tumed 
architect, which no doubt accounts for the gazebo-like appearance of the 
structure. An eighteen inch high r a i l i n g is constructed on the base. 
Eight octagonal wooden posts provide support for the roof. The eight 
openings are arched, and gingerbread la t t i c e work is enrployed in the 
space above the arch. In the center of each of the eight sides the roof 
line is arched, forming decorative round-headed pediments. Scroll brackets 
with pendants support the eaves. The roof is metal, eight sided, and is 
generally conical in shape. 

In the center of the roof is an octagonal cupola. The cupola is paneled 
and extends approximately three feet above the peak of the roof. The roof 
of the cupola is f l a t , and eight brackets extend to a pointed f i n i a l 
supporting an eagle. 

The bandstand is in excellent condition, and is considered to be the 
architectural focal point of Bel l v i l l e by the town's inhabitants. The 
town is constantly concerned with the proper preservation of the structure, 
and i t is used in many public functions. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The impetus for the construction of the Be l l v i l l e Bandstand came from 
the citizens and town council of Be l l v i l l e late in the 1870's. I t 
is unknown how the architect was paid or how he was contracted, but a 
man named William Lash did design the structure. 

William Lash worked for the Harris Jaynes Family in Cleveland. Lash 
was originally from B e l l v i l l e , as at least one Lash appears in a 
Bell v i l l e city directory from this period. The Jaynes were f l o r i s t s 
in Cleveland, reputedly the "largest purveyors of cut flowers in the 
west." The family had a large Second Empire style mansion on Euclid 
Avenue. Lash was the gardener-foreman for the Jaynes and he was also 
a carpenter. His mixed background likely accounted for the appearance 
of the bandstand. 

I t is likely that Lash participated in the construction of the band­
stand, which took place during July and August of 1879. The dedication 
ceremonies took place September 10, 1879. 

Since i t was dedicated, the bandstand has been in constant use. Even 
today, during the summer, an ice cream social is held at the bandstand 
every Saturday night. The Be l l v i l l e Bandstand is thought by most people 
to be the finest extant bandstand in the state of Ohio. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered '-'W 2 6 1973 

N2une Location 

Cleveland Truet Coâ any 

I B e l l v i l l e Bandstand 

Cleveland 
Cuyahoga County 

B e l l v i l l e 
Richland County 

Also Notified 

Hon, William B. Saxbe 
Eon. Pjobert Taft, Jr. 

Director, Northeast Region 
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*5r. Daniel R. Porter 
Director 
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