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Ohio 

Knox 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

4 1973 
1. NAAAE 

C O M M O N : 

Knox County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

{2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

HiKh Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Mount Vernon 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D l S T R I C T : J ^ ^ - ^ h 

John M. Ashbrook 
S T A T E 

C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Ohio Knox 0B3 
\Z- CLASSiFICATION 

CATEGORY 

fChec* One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t JC] B u i l d i n g 

• S i te St ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

a P u b l i c 

n P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

• In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n wo rk 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

I S R e s t r i c t e d 

I 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 .Commerciol 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inmen t 

DO Government 

1 I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i va te Res idence 

[ I R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

i I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

• Other { -Speci fy; 

1 1 Comments 

f4. j y fHER OF P R O P E R T Y ' 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Knox County 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

High Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

_ Mount Vernon 
{s. tOCATiON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Knox County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

High Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Mount Vernon 
iNjATIpN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Fede ra l • State 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 



(7. OESCRtPTlON 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t E Good Q F a i r • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

a Altered • Unaltered 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved 1 3 O r i g i n a l Si te 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T AND O R I G I N A L ( I t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

it! 

^ h e Knox County Courthouse i s a two story brick structure that 
rests on a stone foundation. The building i s of Greek Revival 
style and has a tower./'It was built I855-I856. The building 
measures approximately seventy by forty feet. 

The windows in the entire building are rectangular, and are 
double-hung sash type.yThe walls are pilastered and the south 
eifrance has columns in antis. Fluted columns with Doric capitals 
support the pedimented entrance. The corniced doorway i s 
rectangular, and the two windows flanking the entrance are pedimented. 

The cornice is decorated with tryglyphs and metopes. The roof is 
gabled, and on the south pediment the masonry is ornamented with 
foliated scroll and a small round window. ^ 

'4he tower i s located on the southern part of the roof, and i s 
approximately thirty feet in height. The base is louvered and 
has a fanlight in each direction. The upper part of the tower 
i s also square and has four clock faces. The dome i s metal,^ 

The interior seems cramped, and the offices small. A stairway 
with two flights of stairs i s located on the east side of the 
fi r s t floor. Original floor coverings have been replaced with 
asphalt t i l e , but some of the original mosaic t i l e remains in 
the west doorway. The interior i s not nearly as impressive as 
the exterior of the building. 
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E S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~1 Pre-Columbian | " ' • 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17fh Century 

• 18th Century 

05 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) ( I t A p p l i c a b l e a n d Known) built 1855-1B56 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i no l 1 1 Educa t i on • P o l i t i c a l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 1 1 Eng inee r i ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

• H i s t o r i c 1 1 Indus t r y losophy 

1 1 A g r i c u l t u r e I 1 I nven t i on • Science 

W A r c h i t e c t u r e 1 1 L a n d s c a p e • Sculp ture 

• Art A r c h i t e c t u r e • Socio l / H u m o n -

1 1 Commerce [ 1 L i t e r a t u r e i t a r i o n 
1 1 Commun ica t i ons • M i l i t a r y • Thea te r 

1 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mus i c • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

U 
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The Knox County Courthouse i s the fourth courthouse in the 
county^Knox County was named for General Henry Knox of 
Boston, a general in the Revolutionary War. The county 
was formed from Fairfield County on March 1, 1808. B!y 
1820, when the f i r s t courthouse was constructed, the population 
of the county was 8,300. 

The county did not grow rapidly, but i t did grow steadily. 
The population by 1880 was 27,000. % 185^ the third courthouse 
had been so severely damaged that i t could not be repaired. 
The county commissioners decided to build a new structure, 
and bids were let. Architect Daniel Clark designed the 
building, and contractors John Jennings and David Auld built 
the courthouse. The building was erected at a cost of 
$36,336. 

Construction was started in 1855 and the building was completed 
and occupied in I856. I t i s an excellent example of its type. 
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Goeldner, Paul. Lis t of 19th Century Courthouses in Ohio. Historic Americai 
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J, OeOGRAPHfCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O ' = F R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L i T I T U D F A N D L O M G I ^ I D E C O O R D I N A T E S  

D E F I N I N G T H u , L t ^ i T U R P O I N 1 O F A P r t O P E R T Y  

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

H 40 ° 23 • 39 • 82 " 28 ' 57.3' 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : I a C T o " 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T 

S T A T E : 

f l l . FORM P R E P A R E D " B Y " 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

NATIONAL 
nCQiSTER 

N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Larry Alan Beers 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

March 11, 1973 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1932 Forest Village Lane 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Columbus 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER C^RTIF ICA l lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State flD Local • 

Na 

Ti t l e 

Ohio 
NATIONAL REGtSTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

/9 •:^o-y/<?z^ 

Director, Otlice oi Archeoloiy and HislomIPreservation 
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PROPERTY 

WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIEW 

I 
Photos 

Maps (_ 

CONTROL REVIEW 

13 
HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 
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Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N 

Knox County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS) 

Jin 4 1973 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

Ohio 
C O U N T Y 

Knox ' R n t Vernon 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

High Street 

3. MAP REFERENCE 

USGS 7i ' Series, Mount Vemoiji 
Quadrangle 

1961 

REQUIREMENTS: PRO££a.TY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW, 

MAY 2 4 1973 H 
NATIONAL 
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Incers&ate 71 sod I7t:h Avenue 

ihio historical socieDq/ohiohisKorical ceo Wcolumbus, Ohio 432i [5141 469-4§e: 

; • WAY 2 3 1973 

May 21, 1973 

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear B i l l : 

Transmitted herewith are ninqj (9) completed National Register 
application forms. A l l have been approved by the Ohio Historic 
Site Preservation Advisory Board and owners have been informed 
of our intent to r e g i s t e r . 

,1, 

Of the nine applications, on^, the Hancock H i s t o r i c a l Museum, i s 
a corrected version of an eajj l i e r submittal. I t remains an 
EMERGENCY for the reasons c i f e d i n the o r i g i n a l submittal. 

The other eight applications,,yare emergencies for the following 
reasons: '' 

L i c h l i t e r Mound and Village Site and 
Wolf Greek Mound, both Montgomery County 
private development. 

•- i n jeopardy from 

Wade Memorial Chapel, Rockefeller Building, Rowfant Glub Building, 
and T r i n i t y Cathedral, a l l , Cuyahoga County -- to obtain r e g i s t r a ­
t i o n of representative Cleveland landmarks p r i o r to the f a l l 
national convention of the National Trust i n Cleveland. v'l 

Logan County Courthouse and/KUOX County Courthouse -- to focus 
preservation a t t e n t i o n i n these two r u r a l counties upon these 
prominent buildings and theri^by other county landmarks. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel R. Porter 
Director 

DRP/eg 

Enc. 
' 1,1 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE fMXO 

Date Entered JUW 4 1973 

Name 

z KlMMt OQimtf OovortlioiiM 

. Location 

Mswit • •noa 
KMm Oamtf 

GLmvmlmaA 
CwyalMKia Cooaigp' 

Oayabogm Cooaty 

Dsyton vleialty 
Oooaty 

tkotwMd •leiaity 
MemtgooMry County 

- J 

Also Notified 
Hon. Willloi B. Saxbtt 

am* ltob«rt Taft, J r . 
MKS John M* Ashlnrook 
Bpn* JMBM B« Stanton 
mm* Char las W. Hhalenr Ar* 

Director, Northeast Regicm 

Stata Histerio Praamration Offioar 
Nr. Oaaial R. Portar 
DiXVWtttC 
na (Aio Mlatorleal soelaty 
Columbaa, Ohio 43211 

PhR MMott 6/8/73 


