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C O M M O N ; 

Hancock County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O Rl C : 

LOCATJON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

Courthouse Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Findlay 

Ohio 
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039̂  

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : l ^ t j l 

Tennyson Quyer 
C O U N T Y : 
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CATEGORY 
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OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 
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• D i s t r i c t K B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b i e c t 
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3 0 Occup ied 

1 ! Unoccup ied 

1 1 P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 
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^ R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

rZl E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inmen t 

[X] Government 

I I I n d u s t r i a l 

• Mil i tary 

[ I Museum 

• Park 

( I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I 1 R e l i g i o u s 

1 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

r n Comments 
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UJ 

UI 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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Hancock County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

Courthouse Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Findlay 
6. Re^jREStNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 
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[7. ^DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t S Good ( • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

E A l t e r e d • Uno l t e red 

fChecfc OneJ 

n Moved QC] Or i g i na l Si te 

D E S C R I S E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The rock-faced stone Hancock County Courthouse was designed 
by the architectural firm of jfeajjL-and Kramer. The two story 
building was constructed from l585-188§, Tlie building rests on 
a stone foundation, and measures approximately one hundred feet 
square.A square tower i s located in the center of the roof. 
The building i s s t i l l in service and i t i s in good condition. 

The f i r s t floor windows are rectangtilar, double-hung sash 
type. TWo pedimented bays flank the projected center bay of 
the east side where the entrance i s located. The entrance i s 
round-arched, and covered by a portico. Stylized granite pilasters 

.* with Ionic capitals support the portico. There i s a small stone 
balustrade on the roof of the portico. 

The second floor windows are round arched. T̂ e pediments 
on the north and south bays project from the peak of the roof, 
and their centers are ornately incised.^Above the center bay, 
i s a sculpture group apparently denoting the human family. 
The roof i s of slate and is gabled and hipped. The square tower 
rises about thirty feet above the peak of the roof. The shaft 
i s pilastered and has louvered bays around i t . The dome has 
a slate roof, and clock faces point in each direction. On 
the lantern i s a statue. V 

The interior i s well-finished. Cherry wainscoting i s employed 
throughout. A cast iron staircase i s located on the west side 
of the bxdlding. Most of the interior fixtures are original. 
This building abounds in stained glass. Each office doorway 
contains several ornate panels of stained glass, and there are 
many large, scattered windows of stained glass throughout the 
building.The interior i s in excellent condition. 
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PERIOD Cchecfc One or Afore as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I CD 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

2 5 I 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

S P E C I F I C D A T E t S ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d Known) b u l l t 1 8 8 5 - 1 8 8 8 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l • E ducat i on • P o l i t i c a l 

[ 1 Preh i s to r i c • Eng inee r i ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i -
• H i s t o r i c • I ndus t r y losophy 

1 1 A g r i cu I ture • I nven t i on n Science 

PC| A r c h i t e c t u r e • L a n d s c a p e • Scu lp tu re 

• A r t A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c r a l / H u m a n -
1 1 Commerce • L i te ra tu re i t a r i an 
1 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • M i l i t a r y • T heater 

1 1 C o n s e r v o t i o n • Musi c • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specily) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Hancock County was formed on April 1, 1820, and was 
named for John Hancock, famous founding father of the United 
States. The county embraces approximately 5̂ 0 square miles. 
The town of Findlay was laid out in 1821, and soon became 
the county seat. 

The f i r s t courthouse was built circa 18A-0, but was a 
small stucture. I t became apparent after 1875 that a new 
bxiilding was needed. The county commissioners appointed 
the architectural firm of Weary and Kramer to design a 
new building. The old building was razed and Findlay 
contractor W, H. Campfield started the construction of 
the present structure in 1885. The building took three 
years to build, and cost $289,3^.00. The building was 
occupied in 1888, and i t has remained the county courthouse 
ever since. 

The building i s s t i l l in good condition, and i t appears 
that i t will meet the needs of the co\inty for maî y years 
to come. 
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