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I 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Columbus A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the. PfiTfnrmiTig Avtg 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

41 East State Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Columbus Ohio 039 
5. UOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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Franklin County Courthouse 
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38Q South High Street 
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Columbus  
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T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : I I Fede ra l • State [ I Coun ty • L o c o ! 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
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^ E x c e l l e n t • Good Q F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 
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n Moved B Or i g i no l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( 1 1 k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Built of brick with stone-faced facade in 1928, the Ohio Theatre is one of 
the most magnificent structures of i t s type extant in the United States. 
A massive building, the theater is about two hundred feet square, and 
stands nearly eight stories t a l l . Though the exterior is rather severe, 
the interior is extremely ornate.V 

The north side of the theater shows the only embellishments on the 
exterior. The entrance is recessed in the center three bays of the five 
bay facade. This section is columned above the f i r s t floor (storefront 
and marquee) level, while the end bays are pilastered. Above the second 
stage are windows across the facade with pilasters between. 

m 
m 

70 

n 

A long row of brass doors are provided for ingress and egress at the 
front of the theater. Upon entering the foyer, one is overwhelmed by 
the intricate gesso wall decorations. The lobby reaches nearly three 
stories to the ceiling, and is graced by a huge, crystal chandelierN 
Wide stairways lead to the upper levels on the east and west sides. Below 
the lobby and on the f i r s t level upstairs are lounges for men and women. 
At one time, the walls and ceilings of these areas were decorated with 
intricate, hand-painted designs. Fortunately, much of this decoration 
remains and the present owner is actively restoring the remainder to i t s 
original appearance. Again, in the main part of the theater, the walls 
and ceilings around the seating area are embellished with elaborate g i l t 
and gesso decorations. *A significant feature of the theater is the 
"Mighty Morton" theatre pipe organ, which is one of the finest in the 
nation. The original swagged brocade curtains remain at the doorways 
and the main stage curtain is also originaK 

The following account, quoted from The Country Music Star News, December, 
1972, clearly describes the theater on opening night: 

"As forty handsome ushers, resplendent in brand new uniforms, directed the 
audience to the plushiest seats the American Seat Company had ever mg 
feet sank into luxurious carpeting. 

"The bronze drinking fountain, stained glass chandeliers, lavisli^gelvd^^^f/!/£"[/ 
draperies and a specially built player grand piano caused further/rif^^g <q^^ \3>\ 
of excitement as many hurried up the sweeping stairways to leanl^^yer the ' 
bronze railings of the mezzanine to catch the splendor below, ii T^lONii 

"Elaborate gold leaf-covered carvings soared above the proscenium,5^M4 a ..<̂ ĉ  
richly brocaded curtain hid the stage. Marvelous ly draped boxes \i&£eOf} 
on the east and west walls; high overhead a blazing chandelier with cluS 
of electric candelabra and tiny flying horses was noted before the lights 
dimmed. The rich sound of the orchestra was heard. As they rose 
majestically into view from the orchestra p i t , this novelty brought forth 
thunderous applause. The orchestra sank from sight, and velvet curtains 
parted to show a Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer newsreel. Then George Lyons, master 
of ceremonies for the day, appeared in front of the curtain and presented 
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a display of the magic the theater offered. He explained the orchestra 
l i f t (a screw jack)Vthe organ elevator, and ran the gamut of lighting 
effects. 

"Henry B. Murtaugh was on the bench of the Robert Morton theatre organ 
as i t arose from the p i t . His performance was followed by a stage show., 
a vaudeville type revue. After the dancing g i r l s , the f i r s t movie ever 
shown at the Ohio came on. A silent movie, starring Greta Garbo as "The 
Divine Woman'." 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Ohio Theatre was designed by Scottish-bom architect, Thomas White 
liamb.,̂ ho was the designer of several other theaters in the United 
States. I t is estimated that i t would cost nearly $16 million to 
duplicate this structure today. I t is quite possible that such an 
undertaking would be impossible because of the lack of skilled 
artisans who created the theater's interior embellishments. 

Blessed with a gorgeous interior and perfect acoustics, the Ohio 
Theatre did not always have as bright a future as i t does today. 
In 1969 the Loew's theater chain sold the Ohio Theatre to a holding 
company threatening to raze the theater and sell the land to the state 
of Ohio for the site for a new state office building. A public 
drive for donations was begun. Fortunately, the fund drive was success­
f u l , and the theater was purchased for $1.8 million by the Columbus 
Association for the Performing Arts. The state office building was 
erected elsewhere. 

The Association has been the most beneficial owner of the building, 
working meticulously to restore the Ohio to i t s original condition. 
Even now, the work that has been completed makes the Ohio Theatre 
one of the finest early twentieth century theaters in existence. 
The Robert Morton theatre pipe organ, called the "Mighty Morton", 
the central location, the lavish interior spaces and near-perfect 
acoustics, make this theater a building of immense significance and 
a source of pride for the citizens of Columbus. 
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39 East State Street 
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Bomr Mansion 
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Apostollo Bethleheoi Tcviple Charch 

^ Ohio Theatre 

Malabar Fars 

ttortb (Oorhan A.) lious<» 

Sacred Heart Academy 

Also Notified 

Hon. William B. Saxl̂ e 
Bon. Kobert Taft, J r . 
Hon. John F . seiberli.ng, J r . 
Ron. Jolui M. ABhbrook 
Bon. Thonas L . Ashley 
lion. DoiUild D. Clancy 
Uon. louis B. Gtoktta 

Location 

Akron 
Sanmit C<»mty 

Massllloa 
Stark County 

Mautaee 
Locas County 

Cincinnati 
Baniltott County 

Cleveland 
Cuyahoga O^mty 

ColuaJms 
Franklin County 

Xiucae vicinity 
Richland County 

Cincinnati 
Hamilton County 

Cincinnati 
EoEsilton County 

State Kietorio Preservation Officer 
Mr. Daniel R. Porter, Director 
Wie Ohio Kictoriccl Society 
Coluinuue, Ohio 43211 



DEC 13 W3 '^'^ 

c 

H3A-P1 

Mr. Leo B. Pride 
International Theatre Directory 
5014 Melrose Avenee 
Los Angeles 38, California 

Dear Mr. Pride: 

Than^ you for your recent letter concerning the nomination of the 
Ohio Theatre to the liatlonal Register of Historic Places. 

We are pleased to advise you that the Ohio Theatre was nominated 
by the Ohio State Historic Preservation Officer and entered In the 
Batlooal Register oe A|>rll 11» 1973. We are enclosing a brochure 
which describes the National Register progren and a copy of the 
nonination fom for the property, which laay be of assistance to 
you In preparing ytmr article. 

Vm appreciate your Interest In historic preservation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles A. Herrlngton 
Chief, Branch of Registration 
liatlonal Ibeglster 

iBClosures 

cc: 
Mr. Daniel R. Porter, Director, The Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 

Ohio 43211 w/cy Inc 
Director, Northeast Region w/cy inc 
DI 

I P5,̂ =-w/cy inc 
'^hull-.lmw 12-7-73 
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