
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

Ohio 

Tuscarawas 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

(1 . NAME 
y2LL4(,dH,C(l.^h \ III lol'/O 

Gnadenhutten Massacre Site (State Memori^* 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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^ Site • Structure 

• Object 
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Public 
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The Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Society 
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1982 Velma Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Columbus Ohio 039 

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N m E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Ohio Hi s to r i c Survey. Phase I : "Ohio Hi s to r i c Landmarks" 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y ' F e b r u a r y . 1 9 6 7 • Federal ^ Stote • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

The Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Society 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1982 Velma Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Co Imbus Ohio 039 
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• E x c e l l e n t P Good • F o i r • De te r i o ra ted ^ Ru ins n U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One)  

• Moved ^ Originol Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Nothing remains of the Moravian Mission of Gnadenhutten, founded in 
October, 1772. The massacre sit e , which coincided with the mission 
sit e , now is marked by a simple obelisk. The site also contains the 
graves of the martyred Indians. 

The monument and site was a g i f t from the Gnadenhutten Cemetfiy Associa­
tion to the State of Ohio in 1931. The site is administered as a 
State Memorial by The Ohio Historical Society. A museum on the grounds 
is operated by the Gnadenhutten Historical Society. 
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I I T ronspor to t i 
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U 9 

UI 

IU 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Delaware Indians, a f t e r moving to eastem Ohio'about 1750, took 
readi ly to C h r i s t i a n i t y . As early as mid-century there were Moravian 
Missions i n Pennsylvania converting Delawares. In_J772j_David 
Zeisbfixger, who founded a successful Moravian Mission, Schoenbrimn, 
also helped to found a mission 12 miles down the Tuscarawas River 
at Gnadenhutten. Zeisberger won many converts, including Chiefs 
White Eyes and Ki l lbuck . 

During the Revolutionary War, the Moravians and t h e i r Indian converts 
were neutra l and would not help e i ther side. However, the American 
frontiersmen began to believe riimors that the Moravian Indians were 
helping the B r i t i s h as were other Indians i n Ohio. A f t e r a series 
of Shawnee Indian raids i n Pennsylvania, 150 mounted m i l i t i a from 
Washington County (Pa.) under Col. David Williamson, set out f o r the 
Tuscarawas towns. In Gnadenhutten they found the dress of a woman 
who had been k i l l e d i n one of the Indian ra ids . The Shawnees had 
sold the dress to the Chris t ian Indians and then moved on. 

The mi l i t iamen, bl inded by t h e i r hatred of Indians, held a council 
at which there was an overwhelming vote to put a l l the Indians at 
Gnadenhutten to death. The mil i t iamen pretended to act i n f r i e n d l y 
manner toward the Indians long enough to disarm then. Next they 
brought charges against the Moravians, accusing them of f i g h t i n g 
the Americans, assis t ing B r i t i s h Indians and plundering American 
settlements. Two cabins were selected f o r the scenes of the massacre, 
one f o r the men, the other f o r women and chi ldren . While the 
Christians sang and prayed, t h e i r members were taken two by two 
to be k i l l e d and scalped. Ninety-s ix scalps were retumed to 
Pennsylvania, although the mission records show that ninety were 
k i l l e d . Two young boys escaped and re joined the Chris t ian Indians 
on the Sandusky River and wamed t h e i r people to f l e e . By the time 
another m i l i t i a was sent to destroy the remaining Tuscarawas towns, 
and then the Sandusky settlement, most of the Moravians were gone. 

In the f a l l of 1782, England signed a prel iminary t rea ty ending 
h o s t i l i t i e s . The Treaty of 1783 secured the Northwest Te r r i t o ry 
f o r the new American na t ion . The American states also ceded t h e i r 
westem claims to the federal government. Meanwhile, the Moravian 
missionaries wished to re-establ ish t h e i r Tuscarawas towns, but 
the l a t e r e f f o r t s were not so successful as the i n i t i a l ones. 
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Properties added to the National Register of Hist o r i c Places 

OHIO 

Adena 
Big Bottom 
Buckeye Furnace 
Buffington Island 
Campbell Mound 
Putnam Housa 
Ohio Co. Land Office 
F l i n t Ridge 
Fort Amanda Site 
Fort H i l l 
For t Jeffersson Si te 
E'ort Laurens Site 
Fort Recovery Site ' 
Fort St. C l a i r Site 
Friends {([juaker) Meeting House 
Glondower 
Gnadenhutten Massacre Site 
Haiijay House 
Wil l iam H. Harrison Tomb 
I i i d i a n M i l l 
Loo Petroglyph ' ;:. ; 'vi, ' 
McCook House . t': , ' 
VJilliam McKinley Tomb 
Miamisburg Mound 
Our House 
Rankin House 
Echoejibrunn S i te 
Saip Mound • '̂ 
W. P. Snyder, J r . Ste«mi}x)at 
Stowe liousQ 
Tarlton Cross Mound 

Ross County, Ohio 
Morgan County, Ohio 
Jackson County, Ohio 
Meigs County, Ohio 
Franklin County, Ohio 
VJashington County, Ohio 
Washington County, Ohio 
Licking County, Ohio 
Auglaize County, Ohio 
Highland County, Ohio 
Dairke County, Ohio 
Tuscarav;aE County, Ohio 
Mercer Co'onty, Ohio 
Preble County, Ohio 
Jefferson County, Oliio 
V?arren County, Ohio 
Tuscarawaf! County, Ohio 
Frcinklin County, Ohio 
Hamilton County, Ohio 
Wyandot County, Ohio 
Jackson County, Ohio 
Ceirroll County, Ohio 
Stark County, Ohio 
Montgomery Cotmty, Ohio 
Gall i a County, Ohio 
Brown County, Ohio 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio 
Ross County, Ohio 
Washington County, Ohio 
Hamilton County, Ohio 
F a i r f i e l d County, Ohio 
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Properties added to the National Register of H i s t o r i c a l Places 

OHIO 

Fort Laurens Site •• 
Friends (Quaker) Meeting House 
Gnadenhutten Massacre Site 
McCook House : 
Schoenbrunn Site ' 

Tuscarawas County, Ohio 
Jefferson County, Ohio 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio 
C a r r o l l County, Ohio 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio 
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Daniel R. Porter 
Director 
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i,.,-^hkin House ... 
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