INSTRUCTIONS

S5 EE

Form 10-300
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE:

Ohio

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

COUNTY:

Tuscarawas

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE

ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE
£

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

C OMMON:

Gnadenhutten Massacre Site

AND/OR HISTORIC:

(State Memorlé%tnm\ﬂf“

LUV

Road

County N
CITY OR TOWN: /6L : -
South of Gnadenhutten Q J;’
STATE CODE |COUNTY: R
Ohio 039 Tuscarawas 157

CATEGORY
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP

STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

[C] District

q Site

[C] Building x Public
[ Structure [ Private
[C] Object [J Both

Public Acquisition:
[ In Process
[C] Being Considered

m Occupied

[CJ Unoccupied

(O] Preservation work

in progress

[} Unrestricted
[ Neo

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[] Agricultural
[ Commercial
[[] Educational
[} Entertainment

[C] Government

m Park

[C] Transportation
[C] Other (Specify)

[[] Comments

[ Industrial [[] Private Residence
[ Military [C] Religious
[J Museum [C] Scientific

OWNER’S N AME: g:
>
State of QOhio =
STREET AND NUMBER: 4
o
5
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE }S
Columbus.
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: -] 0
o 9
The Ohio Historical Society & <
STREET AND NUMBER: g 3
}* .
1982 Velma Avenue ©
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE §
a 0
Columbus Ohio 039
TITLE OF SURVEY: §' g
Qhio Historic Survey, Phase I: '"Ohio Historic Landmarks" ' § i
DATE OF SURVEY: Fehruary, 1967 [[] Federal M State [] County [ Local :g > %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECdRDS: N~ g z
'
. . . . o »n
The Ohio Historical Society N mic
STREET AND NUMBER: m
o
1982 Velma Avenue z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE < :
Columbus Ohio 039 hy?
R
\B m




[] Excellent [[J Goeod [ Fair [[] Deteriorated w Ruins [[J Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
N Altered [} Unaltered [C] Moved m Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Nothing remains of the Moravian Mission of Gnadenhutten, founded in

October, 1772. The massacre site, which coincided with the mission

site, now is marked by a simple obellsk The site also contains the
~ graves of the martyred Indians.

The monument and site was a gift from the Gnadenhutten Cemetf&y Associa-
tion to the State of Ohio in 1931. The site is administered as a

State Memorial by The Ohio Historical Society. A museum on the grounds
is operated by the Gnadenhutten Historical Society.
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The Delaware Indians, after moving to eastern Oth about 1750 took
readily to Christianity. As early as mid-century there were Moravian
Missions in Pennsylvania converting Delawares. In_1772, David
Zelsberger, who founded a successful Moravian Mission, Schoenbrunn,
also helped to found a mission 12 miles down the Tuscarawas River

at Gnadenhutten. Zeisberger won many converts, including Chiefs
White Eyes and Killbuck.

During the Revolutionary War, the Moravians and their Indian converts
were neutral and would not help either side. However, the American
frontlgrsmen began to believe rumors that the Moravian Indians were
helping the British as were other Indians in Ohio. After a series
of Shawnee Indian raids in Pennsylvania, 150 mounted militia from

. Washington County (Pa.) under Col. David Williamson, set out for the
Tuscarawas towns. In Gnadenhutten they found the dress of a woman
who had been killed in one of the Indian raids. The Shawnees had

sold the dress to the Christian Indians and then moved on.

The militiamen, blinded by their hatred of Indians, held a council
at which there was an overwhelming vote to put all the Indians at
Gnadenhutten to death. The militiamen pretended to act in friendly
manner toward the Indians long enough to disarm then. Next they
brought charges against the Moravians, accusing them of fighting
the Americans, assisting British Indians and plundering American
settlements. Two cab1ns were selected for the scenes of the massacre,
one for the men, the other for women and children. While the
Christians sang and prayed, their members were taken two by two

to be killed and scalped. Ninety-six scalps were returned to
Pennsylvania, although the mission records show that ninety were
killed. Two young boys escaped and rejoined the Christian Indians
on the Sandusky River and warned their people to flee. By the time
another militia was sent to destroy the remaining Tuscarawas towns,
and then the Sandusky settlement, most of the Moravians were gone.

In the fall of 1782, England signed a preliminary treaty ending
hostilities. The Treaty of 1783 secured the Northwest Territory
for the new American nation. The American states also ceded their
western claims to the federal government. Meanwhile, the Moravian
missionaries wished to re-establish their Tuscarawas towns, but

‘ the later efforts were not so successful as the initial ones.




"Massacre at Gnadenhutten:
Published by the Gnadenhutten Historical Society, 1963.

Martin, Harry Edwin.
Columbus, Ohio, vol.

"The Tragedy of Gnadenhutten.'" In Chio Magazine,

4, 1908. pp. 306-310.

Rodabaugh, James H. and Mary Jane. Schoenbrunn and the Moravian Missions

Blackest Page in History of Northwest Territory.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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HIG-ER WO A
Hon,. ftarhen M. Toung
Unitad Ztates Sanakiea

Desr Spaabor Youngd

Wz are pleased To infoxm you that the idatorio properilias liested on the

gunclosurs bave beon oominsiad by the Reate taatenn Officer appelinbed Wy
vhe Governor for the inplesemtation of the Hatlional Historcle Progeresiion

grogras in Ohlo and have boen anterad inte the latisnal Heslistor of

uistoric Placew. Sesator Williaem 8. Saxbe and the approrgiate
nepregentatives have alss been provided with £his informstion. By

capy of this letbter, the State Lisison Officer, M. fanjel R. Portey.

Dirastoy, The Ohis Hlstorisal feokety, Ohle Historical Centar,

Coluzbaz, (hie 4341k, has lih@%imﬂ hesn nobifisdé. & leafiet

esvizining the Hatiosal Register is enclosed.

Sinonrsly yours,
GEORGE B. HARTZOG, JR.

Firector

Enclogaresy

nov 101976

SRS St i

o

trntered in the Nationsl Reglster

cc: Mr. Daniel R, Porter, Director, The Ohlo Nistorical Seciety,
Ohio Historical Centsy, Columbus, Ohio 43211

Duplicate letter sent to: Hon. William B. Saxbe

United Stateg Senate
Washington, b. C.
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Director, Northeast Region

Mr. Melvin
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Hon. Yayoe L. Hays

House of Ruepresenkatives

Washington, D. C.

Doay Mr. days:

¥a are pleased %o inform vou that the historie rroperties listed on
the enclosire bave baen nominsted by the State Lisicon 02€iser
sypointad by tha Gowerpey for the fmplensntation of the National
distoric Presexvation Prograa in Ohio and have been entered

into the Zational Reglster of Historic Plsces. Senators Staphen 4.
Young and Williaw B. Saxbe heve aleo been provided with this infow-
mntion. By oouy of this leteer, the Btals Lisisen Offiser,

#r, Danisl R. Forter, Director, “he Chieo Historical Society, Ghieo
Eintorical Center, Columbus, Uhic 43211, has iikewliss heen notified.
A leaflet emplaining the National Register iz emclozed.

Sinceraly yours,

GEORGE B. TARTZOG, 300
Pirector

¥aclogures

NOY 10 197¢
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Engared in the Hational Register

cc: Mr. Daniel R, Porter, Diresctor, The Ohio Historical Society, Ohio
Historical Center, Columbus, Ohio 43211
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Fort Laurens Site ; ' Tuscarawas County, Ohio
Friends (Quaker) Meeting House Jefferson County, Ohio
Gnadenhut Massacre Site Tuscarawas County, Ohio
McCook House A - Carroll County, Ohio

Schoenbrunn Site - e Tuscarawas County, Ohio
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" pr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper
i aampittyed- Re A SR
 office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
801 - 19th Street, N.W. T —
-~ TNashington, D.C. 20006

Pear Dr. Billy

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to transmit to you herewith completed
-flational -Register.of Historic Places forms and attachments for 31 state/Ohio
Historical Society-owned prehistoric and historic landmarks, which State
Memorials were provisionally added to the National Register November 10, 1970.

Sincerely,

s e T 2 I N Tl s
Daniel R. Porter i - :
Director

DRP/eg
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