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__ □ vicinity

state New York code NY county Dutchess code 0^7 zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination 
□ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Piaces and meets the procedurai and professionai requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
B meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
S nationally □ statewide □ locally. (□ See continuation sheet for additionai comments.)

(A?. Deputy Commissioner cZ (
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In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)
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4. National Park Service Certification
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□ See continuation sheet.
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□ See continuation sheet, 
n determined not eiigibie for the

Nationai Register, 
n removed from the National 

Register.
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property V:<^-Cirtegory of
(Check as many boxes as apply)

S private
□ public-local
□ public-state
□ public-Federal

(Check only one box) ^
H building 

—Q~district
□ site
□ structure
□ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a muitipie property iisting.) 

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
2

Noncontributing

. buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

. objects 

. Total

Number of contributing resources previousiy listed 
in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Vacant/Not in use

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC/Federal

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _______

walls__ clapboards, shingles

roof. asphalt shingles
other.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

The Lewis Mumford House, an early-19th century farmhouse, is located among the small hamlet 
grouping of houses known as Leedsville in the Town of Amenia, Dutchess County, New York, less that 
a mile west of the Connecticut state line. The property consists of approximately 14 acres with the 
house sitting close to County Route 2 (Leedsville Road) on the east and Webutuck Creek wrapping 
around the parcel to the west. Directly across the street to the east is another early 19th century 
farmhouse. A short gravel driveway leads into a small turnaround on the north side of the house near 
the former carriage house and simple stone paths lead around the house. Mature trees, ornamental 
shrubs and perennial plants surround the house and are there are several curvilinear beds in the lawn on 
the south and west sides of the house. Intersecting paths in the back yard lead through openings in the 
trees into a large open field on the west side of the property. This nomination consists of two 
contributing buildings (house and carriage house) and one contributing site (landscape).

The Mumford House property retains its rural setting and a high degree of historic integrity, although a 
few modern houses have been built nearby along Leedsville Road. The simple frame farmhouse and the 
similar but more architecturally detailed house directly across the road, "each behind its traditional pair
of bridal maples" flanking the front walkways, were built around 1837 according to Mumford. The
house retains much of its 19th-century exterior appearance. (Please note - it is the opinion of the State 
Historic Preservation Office that the house dates to at least a decade earlier than Lewis Mumford states 
in his autobiography.) The house was remodeled by the Mumfords after they purchased it in 1929 and 
was renovated in 1998-99, but it retains a high degree of integrity on the exterior and a moderate degree 
of integrity on the interior to the period of significance, 1929-1990.

The eastern section of the house facing the road is a two-story, side gable structure with asphalt shingles 
on the roof The front has three bays of 12-over-12 double-hung sash windows on the first story and 12- 
over-8 sash windows on the second story. The siding, painted wood shingles on the first level and 
clapboard on the second story and rear sections of the house, appear to have been added over the 
original siding. The half-round window openings in the gable ends have been covered by boards. 
Exterior wood shutters were added in the 1998-99 renovation.

A single bay porch with an arched pediment supported by two slender round columns covers the front 
entrance door. The door surrounds feature Federal style projected crown moldings, pilasters, and 
fielded side panels. The side benches and column bases are later additions, likely by the Mumfords. A 
brick chimney was added to the north side of the front section in 1936 when the house was upgraded for 
central heating and electricity. The chimney for the living room fireplace on the south side was later 
removed by the Mumfords.

The rear wing of the house, set perpendicular to the front section, steps down from a full two stories to a 
one-and-one-half story section and a one story sun-room to the rear. The two-story section was raised 
from the original one-and-one-half stories in 1941, although the kitchen chimney remains intact to the 
rear. The windows in the upper bedrooms were replaced at that time, but the first story 6-over-6, 9-over- 
6, and 12-over-8 windows still survive. The siding is clapboards and there are side entrance doors on

‘ Lewis Mumford, Sketches From Life: The Autobioeraphv of Lewis Mumford. (New York: Dial, 1982) p. 484.
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both the north and south sides of this central section.

The original one-and-one-half story section of the wing with multipane windows remains for the first 
floor dining room and second floor rear bedroom. A shed-roofed, single story sun-room is attached to 
the rear with recent double French doors that replace 1941-era windows installed for the Mumfords.
This small wing was likely a 19*-century addition.

On the interior, the house is framed with large interlocking beams that have been exposed in the living 
room ceiling (likely by the Mumfords) and are evident in the cellar under the front section of the house. 
The cellar has a dirt floor and stone foundation walls. The first floor has a front living room and small 
entry hall, a study, a kitchen with pantry, a dining room, a bathroom and the sun-room to the rear. The 
bathroom was added in the early 1970s to allow the Mumfords to avoid climbing stairs. The second 
floor has a large bedroom, a hallway, and a bath in front and thiee bedrooms and a half-bath to the rear. 
There are two stairways to the second floor; the one in front, once enclosed, has been recently opened up 
to provided more light to the upstairs. In the front bedroom, a closet was added by the Mumfords, 
probably in 1936, and it obscures a window on the south side that on the outside is covered with closed 
shutters. The back staircase, between the kitchen and dining room, is narrow and steep. Flooring in 
most of the house is wide pine boards, some of which were covered up by the Mumfords with other 
materials over the years. They have recently been stripped and varnished.

The interior window frames and paneled doors are simple, but mostly intact from the original 
construction and from 19th-century remodelings. Interior features of note include a large brick fireplace 
with bake oven and mantel in the west wall of the kitchen. The kitchen was remodeled in 1998-99, 
although the adjoining pantry is intact. The dining room just to the rear of the kitchen also has a large 
brick fireplace that has recently been renovated. Between these two rooms is a narrow rear stairway that 
splits at the landing with a door into both the kitchen and dining room. The living room and front hall 
were once lined with attached bookshelves, covering most wall surfaces as well as the original fireplace 
on the living room’s south side. In the 1998-99 renovation, most of these were removed and the 
fireplace was restored. The small study off the living room, where Lewis Mumford did most of his 
writing, is a plain room with built-in bookshelves on the south wall and two rows of hooks above the 
desk that held notes for future reference.

The only contributing outbuilding on the property is a single-story carriage house with a short addition 
on the north side to accommodate the length of an automobile. The carriage house/garage is wood 
pegged, post and beam construction with a low loft and asphalt shingled roof, clapboard siding, and 
three small 8-pane and 6-pane windows on the south side. The site features a gravel driveway leading to 
the garage and stone pathways to the house.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 13.58 acres 

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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□ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
contact;

name/title Peter D. Shaver j(see continuation sheet)

organization Office of Parks, Rec. & Historic Pres. 
P.O. Box 189

Street & number Peebles Island 

city or town.

date Sept. 20, 1998

Waterford state

telephone

NY

518-237-8643, ext. 3264

zip code 12188

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name_____________________________

street & number. 

city or town___

telephone.

state. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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1
Statement of Significance

The Lewis Mumford House is historically significant for its association with the life of the nationally 
prominent author and humanist Lewis Mumford, who lived in this house in rural Dutchess County for 
most of his productive life. Although a child of New York City, Mr. Mumford lived in this 19th-century 
farmhouse which he and his wife bought in 1929 and was his permanent residence from 1936 until his 
death in 1990.

The Mumfords bought the house in 1929, first as a summer retreat, then a permanent home in 1936, 
living in Leedsville for most of their remaining years. Lewis Mumford describes the house and property 
in his 1982 autobiography. Sketches From Life:

So we readily agreed to the princely sum of twenty-five hundred dollars for the house and its acre 
of land.. .The transformation of the ramshackle house and our first weedy acre into a densely 
cultivated tract constitutes a vital part of the story of our marriage... Without any set intention on 
our part our acres eventually became, at the climax of our cultivation, a small cross-section of the 
potential rural environment, with a woodlot, a swath of cleared meadow, a vegetable garden, two 
asparagus beds, a raspberry patch, a row of currant bushes, strawberries, and assorted flower 
beds, encircled by a miniature woodland walk - a Philosophenweg, as our German friends called 
it - that leads to what was once an open view across the valley to the exposed flanks of Oblong
Mountain, some twelve hundred feet high. ^

Mr. Mumford was perhaps best known as a writer on cities and architecture. His books The Culture of 
Cities (1938) and The City in History (1961) are considered landmark works on urban civilization. 
However, over his sixty plus year career as a writer Mr. Mumford wrote on a diverse array of subjects, 
making important contributions to the field of American cultural criticism. Although a generalist by 
intention and interest, Mr. Mumford was a pioneer scholar in several specialty fields; American 
architecture after 1835, American art and literature, the history of Western technology, contemporary 
urban and regional development, and the origins and historical development of cities. Mr. Mumford 
once remarked, "if I have any field of specialization at all, it is the all-inclusive one of the social 
philosopher." In total, he authored some twenty-nine books and over a thousand essays and reviews. 
(A list of his books is attached in the bibliography). With occasional interruptions, he also wrote the 
"Skyline" column on architecture for The New Yorker magazine from 1931 to 1963.

In recognition of his life's work, he received the Presidential Medal of Freedom (1964) and the National 
Medal of Arts (1986), and was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II (1975). He also received almost every 
literary award this country can bestow on a writer of nonfiction, including the National Book Award for 
The City in History (1961), the National Medal for Literature (1972)^ and the Smithsonian Institution's 
rarely awarded Hodgkins Gold Medal for his pioneering work in bringing together the arts and

^Lewis Mumford, Sketches From Life: The Autobiography of Lewis Mumford. (New York; Dial, 1982) 
pp. 490-91.
^New York Times. "Lewis Mumford, a Visionary Social Critic Dies at 94" Jan. 28, 1990, p.30
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technology (1971).

Lewis Mumford was bom in Flushing, Queens, on October 19, 1895 and spent most of his formative 
years exploring New York’s streets, buildings and neighborhoods. After briefly contemplating careers as 
an engineer or novelist, he discovered the writings of Patrick Geddes, the Scottish botanist, sociologist 
and town planner. Geddes’ work rekindled Mumford’s interest in the urban environment. "In a 
succession of books and essays on architecture and the city, beginning with his sharply observant classic. 
Sticks and Stones (1924), the first general history of American architecture, he pointed out a new way of 
looking at the built environment, brilliantly establishing the connection between architecture and 
civilization."^ His pioneering work "helped to establish the city as a subject of scholarly concern, and 
drew attention to the formative role of the city in the development of Western culture. In 1923 
Mumford co-founded the Regional Plan Association of America (RPPA) and quickly became the most 
prominent spokesman for this distinguished group of architects, planners, economists and visionary 
social critics. The RPAA organized the experimental housing projects at Sunnyside Gardens, Queens 
(1923) and Radbum, New Jersey (1928), worked to establish the Appalachian Trail and helped to inspire 
several New Deal programs, including the Tennessee Valley Authority.

Mumford was largely self-educated in the streets and libraries of New York, although he did take 
courses at the College of the City of New York and Columbia University. He later held an honorary 
LI.D from the University of Edinburgh and an Honorary Doctorate in architecture from the University of 
Rome. He had been at various times a professor of city planning at the University of Pennsylvania, a 
professor of humanities at Stanford University, and a visiting professor at MIT and the University of 
California at Berkeley.

Lewis Mumford and his wife, Sophia, married in 1921, living first in Greenwich Village, Manhattan, 
and then later in Sunnyside Gardens, Queens, a garden community inspired by the English garden cities 
of the early 20th century. In 1926, Sophia and Lewis spent their first summer in Amenia as the guests of 
Joel Spingam, the noted literary scholar and philanthropist. Over the next ten years, the Mumfords 
returned to Amenia each summer, buying the house in Leedsville in 1929 and finally moving full-time 
into the house in 1936. At that time, he and Sophia had no intention of leaving the city for good, 
assuring friends they would return in a few years. However, Lewis found the quiet of country living 
conducive to writing and he never left. Over time, he and Sophia gradually transformed the rundown 
house into a comfortable home, adding a central heating system and enlarging the upstairs to provide 
bedrooms for their two children. They devoted particular attention to the landscape, planting shrubs and 
trees obtained from family, friends and neighbors and designing elaborate gardens, complete with 
woodland paths and berry patches. At some point, they acquired more acreage until their property 
reached its present size of approximately 14 acres.

^The Lewis Mumford Reader. Donald L. Miller, Editor, "Introduction," (New York: Pantheon Books, 
1986) p. 8.

4lbid.,p. 7-8.
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Although not architecturally elaborate, Mumford took pride in the simplicity of his home in rural 
Leedsville, writing in his autobiography:

... we gradually fell in love with our shabby house as a young man might fall in love with a 
homely girl whose voice and smile were irresistible. As with faces -- Abe Lincoln bears witness 
- character is more ingratiating and enduring than mere good looks. No rise in our income has 
ever tempted us to look elsewhere for another house, still less to build a more commodious or 
fashionable one. In no sense was this the house of our dreams. But over our lifetime it has 
slowly turned into something better, the house of our realities. In all its year-by-year changes, 
under the batterings of age and the bludgeonings of chance, this dear house has enfolded and 
remodeled our family character - exposing our limitations as well as our virtues.^

During the next half-century Lewis Mumford wrote over twenty books from his small, monk-like study 
in the house in Amenia, including some of his most famous works - The Culture of Cities (1938), Art 
and Technics (1952) and The City in History (1961). Over the course of their lives, Lewis and Sophia 
traveled extensively, living elsewhere for as a long as a year at a time. However, they always returned to 
this "Great Good Place," as they called their old farmhouse and its surrounding acres. "In the vei^ act of 
living in this house and making it over it became like a person to them; and like a good friend, they grew 
more fond of it with closer and deeper acquaintance. Eveiy patch garden and lawn, every vista and

m6
view, carried the imprint of some of the best hours of their lives.

In his later years, after he could no longer write, the home became Mumford’s sanctuary. Ultimately, 
both he and Sophia died at home in bed, Lewis in 1990, Sophia, seven years later in 1997. The New 
York Times obituary cited Ada Louise Huxtable, the long-time Times architectural critic, who called 
Mr. Mumford "a scholar of cosmic cultural reach and conspicuous public conscience, a distinguished 
critic of life, arts and letters, an unequaled observer of cities and civilizations...the values Mr. Mumford 
espoused, the foundation of his reputation as one of the most original minds and influential writers of 
our times, simply no longer exist.

5 Lewis Mumford, Sketches From Life: The Autobiography of Lewis Mumford. (New York: Dial, 
1982) p. 485.
^Miller, Donald, Lewis Mumford: A Life. (Weidenfeld & Nicolson: New York 1989) p. 377.
^New York Times. "Lewis Mumford, a Visionary Social Critic Dies at 94," January 28, 1990, p. 30
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Location of Additional Data

Mumford Archives:

Nancy Shawcross, Curator of Special Collections 
Van Pelt Library 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6206

Mumford Personal Library and Artwork:

Richard M. Cochran, Dean of the Library 
Murray and Leonie Guggenheim Memorial Library 
Monmouth University 
West Long Branch, NJ 07764-1898
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Geographical Data

Boundary Description and Justification:

The Mumford House sits on a small 1.88 acre site on Leedsville Road (County Route 2) in the northeast 
comer of Amenia, less than one mile west of the Connecticut state line. The house parcel has an 
irregular shape with approximately 440 feet of frontage along Leedsville Road and approximately 275 
feet at its greatest depth. The parcel is enclosed by trees, so except for partial views of the house across 
the road and to the west toward the open field, there is little sense of the neighboring properties.

Surrounding the rear of the house parcel is a larger irregularly shaped property extending west to a large 
bend in the Webutuck Creek. This second 11.7 acre parcel has a 175-foot frontage on Leedsville Road 
and a depth of approximately 1350 feet. The property contains a large open plowed field with a dense 
line of trees along the southern border and a wooded buffer along the floodplain of the creek.

Both parcels belonged to the Mumfords and were treasured for their rural qualities. The house lot 
contained their "prosaic beloved dwelling"' and was carefully cultivated as a garden and woodlot. The 
field parcel gave them and their two children unobstmcted access to the creek, as well as an open view 
of the surrounding farmland and mountains in the distance. Indeed, they chose to buy this house rather 
than the slightly fancier house across the road because it seemed better constructed and "its view of the 
hills above and down to the river in back was infinitely superior."^

' Lewis Mumford, Sketches From Life: The Autobiography of Lewis Mumford. (New York: Dial, 1982) 
p. 486.

^ Ibid., p. 484.
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Lewis Mumford at work in his study 

Source: Jeanne M. Davern (ed) Lewis Mumford,
Architecture as a Home for Man,
New York: Architectural Recbrd Books, 1975
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Mumford. Lewis. House
Property Name

QljtcKfiSS
County m.State

N/A
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached 
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination documentation.

JSignatoriljf thi^e^e^
fohd

Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

8. Statement of Sianificanca: Criteria Considarationlsl

Criteria exception g. is applicable and justified for the property's exceptional historic associations with 
internationally prominent author and social theorist Lewis Mumford from 1929 until his death in 1990.

This information was confirmed with Peter Shaver. NYSHPO, by telephone.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without attachment)
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Evaluation Comments:
Lewis Mumford House
Amenia, Dutchess County, NewYork

The rural residence and work place of internationally prominent author and social theorist Lewis 
Mumford (1895-1990), this house is exceptionally nationally significant under Criterion B and 
Criterion exception g as Mumford’s permanent home where he wrote the majority of his most 
influential and widely acclaimed works fi'om 1936 until his death in 1990. Purchased by Mumford 
and his wife Sophia in 1929, first as a summer retreat and then as their permanent residence by 
1936, Mumford fondly recalls the house and property in his 1982 autobiography Sketches From 
Life. Of his 29 books and over a thousand essays and reviews, 22 books were written in this 
house including his most renown masterpieces—Ci/Z/Mre of Cities (1938) and The City in History 
(1961). Mumford’s outstanding work was highly acclaimed and widely recognized by several 
honors that he received, most notably the National Book Award (1961), the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom (1964), the Smithsonian’s Hodgkins Gold Medal (1971), the National Medal for 
Literature (1972), knighthood (1975), and the National Medal of Arts (1986).

BethL. Savage
Architectural Historian
National Register of Historic Places


