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1 ■ Name of Property_________________

historic name Poughkeepsie Savings Bank

Other names/site number Bank of the Hudson

2. Location

street & number 21 Market Street

city or town Poughkeepsie_____

□ not for publication 

__ □ vicinity

state New York code NY county Dutchess code zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination
□ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
@ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant
□ nationally □ statewide S iocally. (□ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

/ __
Dept. Commissioner ^5

Si^slfure of certifying official/Title Date
nUj York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nati^al Park Service Certification
I herebycertify that the property is:

M entered in the National Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ determined eligible for the
National Register

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined not eligibie for the

National Register.
□ removed from the National

Register.
□ other, (explain;)

Date of Actionnature of the Keeper



Poughkeepsie Savings Bank Dutchess County, NY
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property^^
(Check as many boxes as apply)

C^f^ory of Property
(Check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

0 private
□ public-local,-
□ public-state
□ public-Federal

S building(s)
□ district
□ site
□ structure

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings

sites
□ object

structures

objects
1 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

Poughkeepsie Multiple Resource Area 0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution

7. Description
Architecturai Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19TH & 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:
Classical Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation granite______

walls _ marble

roof. other: built-up

other.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Description

The Poughkeepsie Savings Bank, a Neoclassical building built in 1911-12, is 
located on the east side of Market Street in the center of the city's 
commercial area. It stands among other commercial buildings of similar 
size, materials, and dates of construction. There does not appear to be a 
potential historic district on the block; however, there are several 
buildings within a block of the bank that are individually listed on the 
State and National Registers of Historic Places including the Collingwood 
Opera House and Office Building at 31-37 Market Street, Dutchess County 
Court House at 10 Market Street, Farmer's and Manufacturer's Bank at 43 
Market Street, New York State Armory at 61-65 Market Street, Young Mens 
Christian Association (Old) at 58 Market Street, Poughkeepsie (Old) City 
Hall at 228 Main Street, and the Poughkeepsie Trust Company at 236 Main 
Street. Directly adjacent to the bank on the north is a four-story early- 
twentieth century commercial building and directly adjacent to the south is 
a seven-story early-twentieth century commercial building. The latter 
building is now part of and connected to the bank at the lobby level, but it 
is not included in the nomination as it was not historically associated with 
the bank. This nomination includes one contributing building.

The bank is slightly trapezoidal in plan, reflecting the constraints of the 
developed, urban site. The monumental Market Street facade is symmetrically 
composed, distyle in-antis, with fluted columns of the Roman Ionic order 
flanked by smooth Roman Doric pilasters. A full pediment with deep 
entablature bearing the name "POUGHKEEPSIE SAVINGS BANK" is carried by the 
columns and pilasters. Dentils and prominent modillions enliven the 
triangular pediment; foliate carving in the tympanum bears a round shield 
with the initials "PSB." A shallow attic story rises behind the pediment to 
complete the narrow, rectangular facade. The classically inspired facade is 
of white, Pennsylvania marble on a base of pale grey granite.

The entry plane is deeply set between the massive columns. Central double 
doors of bronze-finished aluminum — originally of wood — are set beneath a 
heavy, marble entablature, framed by marble piers to form a tripartite 
composition. A shallow cornice carried on carved brackets marks the entry 
bay. Above the entry level, a large window with bronze mullions fills the 
remainder of the recess and continues the tripartite composition below.

Entrance to the banking room is through the original ornate glass and cast 
bronze vestibule fashioned with fluted Ionic columns bearing a cornice with 
dentils and a freely interpreted crest of foliate forms and anthemia.

The approximately 40 x 60 x 40 foot high banking room is the focus of the 
building's composition. Reflecting the classical vocabulary of the 
exterior, the banking room walls rise from a wainscot of red numidian marble 
and are articulated by fluted Ionic pilasters bearing a deep entablature 
continuous around the room. Between the pilasters, the walls are divided 
into upper and lower panels by a belt course bearing a greek fret motif.
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Steel framing for the flat roof is reflected in plastezrwork entablatures 
spanning the outermost pilasters, leaving a large recessed panel above the 
center of the banking room. Once containing a large skylight, the recessed 
central panel has been covered, and interior illumination now relies on 
modern chandeliers and the expanse of glazing on the west. The original 
banking room floor of white marble is retained beneath the present 
carpeting.

The counter line, originally projecting from east wall in a U-shape to 
provide teller service on three sides, was reconfigured in 1931 to enclose 
the northeast portion of the room. The original teller counters of cast 
bronze with classical detailing were retained in the remodelling.

The east wall, above the teller counters, is dominated by a 19 foot by 17 
1\2 foot stained glass window mirroring the glazing on the west facade. The 
large stained-glass window was conceived to commemorate the 400th 
anniversary of Henry Hudson's exploration of the Hudson River and the 100th 
anniversary of Robert Fulton's pioneering steamship. The design, created by 
the D'Ascenzo Studio of New York City, is composed of both streaky cathedral 
and opalescent glass, up to three layers thick and with applied paint, 
especially in areas depicting landscape. Hudson's ship, the "Half Moon," is 
particularly detailed in glass work and lead filigree. After construction 
of an addition on the west c. 1957 which blocked the stained glass window, 
artificial back-lighting was installed.

In addition to alterations noted above, the remodelling of the banking room 
interior in 1931 by Mowbry, Uffinger and Bookwalter — successors to the 
original designers — included partial opening of the south wall in 1948 for 
expansion of banking functions into the ground story of the adjacent, seven- 
story building to the south. This area is currently used as offices for the 
bank's mortgage department and other officers. A modern, two-story passage 
of concrete block construction on the east provides access to ancillary 
storage and office areas further east that were an addition to the bank c. 
1957. This addition does not contribute to the significance of the bank.



Poughkeepsie Savings Bank 
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8. Statement of Significance
Appiicabie Nationai Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

H C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1911- 31

Significant Dates 
1911-12

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cuiturai Affiiiation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Mowbray & Uffinger

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:
[1 State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University 
[1 Other

Name of repository:

Bank of the Hudson
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre 

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 li 8| |5|8|9|0|4|8| |4|6| 1| 7| 1| 9| 7 J__L _L J__ I
Zone Easting

_L I 1

Northing

J__L

Zone Easting
_L

Northing

J__L I_L
□ See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title contact: Jim Warren or Peter Shaver (see also continuation sheet)
New York State Historic Preservation Office 
NYS Office of Parks, Rfec. & Hist. Pres. Hate August 18, 1998 

P.O. Box 189
street & number Peebles Island

city or town Waterford

____  telephone 518-237-8643______

state ^________ zip code

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name______________________________

street & number. 

city or town___

telephone.

state zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Statement of Significance

The Poughkeepsie Savings Bank, now the Bank of the Hudson, is 
architecturally significant as an impressive example of Neoclassical 
commercial architecture in the city of Poughkeepsie. Designed by the New 
York City firm of Mowbray & Uffinger and built in 1911-12, the bank exhibits 
the characteristic features of its style and type, including a stone facade 
dominated by colossal Ionic columns, a triangular pediment, modillioned 
cornice, and a monumental public banking hall on the interior. The period 
of significance for the nomination, 1911 to 1931, includes the date of 
contruction of the bank to the remodeling of the banking room in 1931.

The Poughkeepsie Savings Bank was identified in a 1977 inventory of historic 
resources of the city of Poughkeepsie and, along with nine historic 
districts and 50 other individual properties (Poughkeepsie Multiple Resource 
Area), was approved for nomination to the State and National Registers of 
Historic Places by the Committee on the Registers in 1982. The bank was 
subsequently withdrawn from nomination due to owner objection. The bank is 
not specifically mentioned in the cover form for the multiple resource area, 
but the cover form provides the contextual information for the bank and 
other related early-20th century commercial buildings in the city of 
Poughkeepsie.

The present Poughkeepsie Savings Bank building is the third bank of the same 
name on the same site at 21 Market Street. It was the first savings bank 
established in Dutchess County, incorporated in 1831 by William Davies (who 
also founded the Church of the Holy Comforter in Poughkeepsie - National 
Register listed). After 20 years on Main Street, the bank purchased the 21 
Market Street site and built the first bank there in 1853. In 1870, the 
adjacent lot at 23 Market Street was purchased, and in 1872 the bank was 
enlarged and remodeled with a cast-iron front. The bank flourished, and in 
1911 the firm of Mowbray & Uffinger was hired to design a new building.

The partnership of Mowbray & Uffinger was formed in 1895 when Louis M. 
Mowbray joined with Justin M. Uffinger to open an architectural offipe on 
West 23rd Street in New York City. Mowbray had attended the U.S. Naval 
Academy and the City College of New York, later joining the prominent 
architectural firm of McKim, Mead and White in 1888. Less is known of 
Uffinger's early experience, but it is reported that he had been employed by 
the office of Richard M. Hunt prior to partnership with Mowbray.

The partners were soon established as specialists in the design of banks and 
office buildings. Notable commissions in addition to the Poughkeepsie 
Savings Bank (1911) include; the People's Bank, Brooklyn (1899); People's 
Trust Company, Brooklyn (1903); Dime Savings Bank of New York in Brooklyn 
(1907), Hibernia Bank, Savannah, Georgia (1916); Chatham and Phoenix 
National Bank, Manhattan (1918); Crozer Building, Chester, Pennsylvania 
(1918); and the First National Bank of Rochester, Rochester, New York (1924, 
National Register listed).
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The construction history of the Poughkeepsie Savings Bank is well 
documented. The bank was constructed in only six months, during the second 
half of 1911, and it opened on January 2, 1912. The cost of the new bank 
was $85,000. In actuality, the side walls of the previous bank were 
retained and incorporated into the new building. The contractors and 
suppliers for all of the various components are as follows:

Torrington Building Company, Poughkeepsie: Construction Contractor
D'Ascenzo Studios, Philadelphia PA: Stained Glass
Artificial Marble Co., New York City: Plaster work
Peter Adriance & Son, Pooghkeepsie: Plumbing
P.C. Dougherty, Poughkeepsie: Heating
Diebold Safe & Lock Co., Canton Ohio: Vaults
Lautz Co., Buffalo: Marble trim and floor
Polachek Bronze & Iron Co., Brooklyn: Bronze work
William Keck and Co., New York City: Cabinetwork
Art Metal Construction Co., Jamestown, NY: Metal desks and fixtures 
Wellhead & DuBois, Poughkeepsie: Decorating 
Cassidy and Son Mfr. Co., NYC and the Ackley China Company, 

Poughkeepsie: Electric lighting fixtures

The Poughkeepsie Savings Bank if a fine example of Mowbray & Uffinger's 
work, although somewhat simpler than some of their other Neoclassical bank 
buildings. It is also one of the few Neoclassical buildings in Poughkeepsie 
- the only commercial building in that style. Like many other banks in 
urban areas in New York State, the bank is on a relatively narrow lot, so 
the main elevation is the only elevation visible from the street. To 
achieve a more imposing effect, the Poughkeepsie Savings Bank and others 
of the early-20th century were designed as monumental one-story temples with 
bold classical details, smooth wall surfaces in marble or granite, and large 
windows framed in bronze to let light into a single huge banking hall.

The banking hall also typifies those in larger urban areas of the early-20th 
century with its grand scale and elaborate classical ornamentation in 
plaster, marble, and bronze. Of particular interest is the huge stained 
glass window installed on the east wall of the banking hall a few months 
after the bank opened. Designed by D'Ascenzo Studios of Philadelphia, 
depicting Henry Hudson's Half Moon sailing on the Hudson River in 1609. 
D'Ascenzo Studios designed and created stained glass, mosaics, and murals 
from 1896 to 1954. Founded by an Italian, Nichola D'Ascenzo, the studio was 
known for combining the style of 12th and 13th-century stained glass along 
with the contemporary ideas of John LaFarge and Otto Heinigke. Their work 
is found in St. Thomas' Episcopal Church and the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine in New York City, the National Cathedral in Washington, and the great 
west window in the chapel at Princeton University.

In 1931, the firm of Uffinger, Foster & Bookwalter (the successor firm of 
Mowbray & Uffinger) was hired to modernize the floor plan, but other than 
the teller counter, most original features were retained. In the 1950's (c.
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1957) the skylight was covered over and an addition was made at the rear of 
the building, obscuring natural light from the stained glass mural. The 
chandeliers were replaced in the 1970's. In 1997, through an amendment to 
its charter, the bank changed its neune to the Bank of the Hudson. Today, 
although the bank is considered a branch office, the building still receives 
special affection from customers, employees, bank directors, and the public.
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Major Bibliographical References

Bradlev-Lerav Directory of the City of Poughkeepsie, 1912-1913. 
Poughkeepsie, NY: John Bradley, 1912.

Haight, A.V. Poughkeepsie Directory. 1912-1913. Poughkeepsie, NY: The
A.V. Haight Co., 1912.

Opdycke, Jean B. City of Poughkeepsie Walking and Driving Guide. 
Poughkeepsie, NY: City of Poughkeepsie, 1977.

Platt, Edmond. The Eagle's History of Poughkeepsie. Poughkeepsie, NY: 
Platt & Platt, 1905.

The Sanborn Map Company. Poughkeepsie, NY 1913, 1937.

Newspapers and Periodicals

The Evening Enterprise,(Poughkeepsie. NY), December 1911 - February, 1912.

The Poughkeepsie Daily Eagle. March 1, 1911 - January 15, 1912 and June 
1912.

The Poughkeepsie Evening Star. March - September 1911.

The Poughkeepsie Journal, May 3, 1976; April 16, 1981; August 10, 1984.

Dutchess County Yearbooks. Poughkeepsie, NY: Dutchess County Historical
Society, 1937, 1940 & 1987.

Archives of the Bank of the Hudson

- Series of commemorative publications for the Poughkeepsie Savings Bank,
particularly the years 1931, 1956 and 1987.

- The Thrift Messenger, the Poughkeepsie Savings Banks newsletter from 1922
through 1937, especially May 1930.

- File of original photographs.

- File on D'Ascenzo Studios and stained glass windows, including "Report on
D'Ascenzo Stained Glass Window," Cummings Stained Glass Studios, north 
Adams, Mass.

- Miscellaneous: early bank books, artifacts and souvenirs, printing
plates.
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- Suzanne A. Gillespie, Corporate Secretary, Bank of the Hudson. With bank
for 21 years, unofficial bank historian.

- William Bogle, Sr., past Vice President, Poughkeepsie Savings Bank. With
the bank from 1949-1982 and in charge of maintenance at the bank.

- Charles Grubb, past President, Poughkeepsie Savings Bank. Withg the banl
1967-1974.

- Alton and Dorothy Gemmel, former long-time Poughkeepsie Savings Bank
employees. He as auditor and she as head of the Poughkeepsie School 
Program and other activities.

- Peter Heady, currently in investment accounting with Bank of the Hudson,
with the Poughkeepsie Savings Bank 1966 to present.

- Kathleen Digilio, past Manager, Poughkeepsie Savings Bank.

- Joseph Licato, current member of the Facilities Department, Bank of the
Hudson.

- Stephanie Mauri, Cultural resources Survey Consultant. Past President,
Dutchess County Landmarks Association, Hyde Park.

- John O'Donnell and Jason Pollack, O'Donnell Metal Maintenance, Leeds, NY.

- John Clark, Senior Planner, Dutchess County Planning Department.
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Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary for the Poughkeepsie Savings Bank is shown as a heavy black 
line on the accompanying tax map.

Boundary Justification
The boundary incorporates only the northern part of the lot on which the 
bank is now located, including the original bank building and the c. 1957 
rear addition. See significance statement.
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Form Prepared By

Draft nomination prepared by:

Jeanne B. Opdycke 
3 Barclay Street 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Edited by James Warren and Peter Shaver, SHPO
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