UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR OMB }I’ ".‘W

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES m
REGISTRATION FORM .Jﬂ!:-4iilﬂp

This form is for use in nominating or requesting dejte ati or jindividual
properties or districts. See instructions in How %o te the Natibnal Register of
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register |V BSGISHR e each item
by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by enteri . If an item

does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For
functions, architectural classifications, materials, and areas of significance, enter
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and
narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word
processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Walton Grange #1454/Former Armory

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number _57 Stockton Avenue [ ] not for publication
town Walton [ ] vicinity
state _New York code _NY county Delaware code _025 zip code 13856

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] request for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [X] meets [ ]
does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be
considered significant [ ) nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally. ([ ] See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

/}J A § Aprst '

Deputy mmissioner for Historic Preservation Date

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register
criteria. ([ ) See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hgreby, certify that this property is:
[ydféntered in the National Register.
[ ] See continuation sheet.
[ ] determined eligible for the National
Register.[ ] see continuation sheet.
[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Date of Action

6[22/st

removed from the National Register.
other:

—
— ot




Walton Grange No. 1454 (Meeting Hall), Former New York State Armory
5. Classification

Ownership of Property/Category of Property/Number of Resources within Property

(Check as many (check box) (do not include previously listed
boxes as apply) resources in the count)
[x]private [x)building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ]Jpublic-local [ ldistrict 1 buildings
[ ]public-State [ 1site sites
[ ]Jpublic-Federal [ ]structure structures
[ Jobject objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register: NA

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY DOCUMENTATION FORM: NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Function Current Function
MILITARY: armory SOCIAL: meeting hall/grange

COMMERCIAL: store

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)
Late nineteenth century: foundation stone
Vernacular walls brick
roof modern shingles
other

Narrative Description

See attached continuation sheets.
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Description

The Walton Grange No. 1454 is located on the south side of
Stockton Avenue just west of Bridge Street, which provides access
over the Delaware River (West Branch) to downtown Walton. The
building, constructed in 1886 by the New York National Guard as a
state armory, occupies most of its flat, 95’ x 200’ parcel; a
large parking lot covers the entire width of the property along
the street. Small alleys flank the building on its east and west
elevations. West of, and adjacent to, the property is another

armory, built in 1895 to replace the 1886 facility.1 Across
Stockton Avenue to the north is undeveloped land along the bank of
the river; the remainder of the vicinity, particularly to the
southeast, consists of scattered residential properties, none of
which--with the exception of the 1895 armory--appear to possess
architectural or historical significance.

Built as an armory, the two-part, brick building features a two-
story administration building with an attached, rear drill shed.
The administration building is a rectangular, gable-roofed
structure resting on a low, stone foundation, and features tall,
narrow, paired windows with stone lintels and sills. The east
portion of the asymmetrical front facade is distinguished by a
slightly projecting, gable-roofed pavilion with restrained,
Romanesque Revival-inspired corbelled brickwork. The main door to
the former armory/present Grange hall is sheltered under a large,
round-arched, sally port-like entrance at the base of the
pavilion. The west end of the former administration building now
houses a small grocery store; the three original, paired first-
story windows have been replaced with modern plate-glass
storefront windows sheltered by a modern, pent roof supported by
large knee braces.

1. Pending receipt of permission from the current
owner, this armory will also be nominated to the
National Register.
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Extending behind (south of) the former administration building is
a long, rectangular, gable-roofed drill shed. The east and west
(side) elevations of the former drill shed feature tall, narrow,
paired windows articulated by simple brick buttresses.

The exact original interior configuration of the building is
unknown, but the former administration building presumably
contained at least one large company meeting room and several
offices. The present grocery story occupies what once were the
primary public spaces of the administration building; the Grange
now uses the remainder of the smaller rooms as well as the entire,
virtually intact drill hall. Some original interior features in
the administration building survive intact, such as simple door
and window trim and beaded wainscoting (recently painted).
Typical of late nineteenth century armories, the drill shed
features a hardwood floor, brick interior walls, and massive,
exposed trusses supporting the soaring roof.

There are no outbuildings located on the nominated property.



Walton Grange No. 1454 (Meeting Hall), Former New York State Armory
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Area of Significance
(Mark an "x" in one or more boxes for the (Enter categories from instructions.)
criteria qualifying the property for National

Register listing.)
[X] A Property is associated with events that Military History

have made a significant contribution to Agriculture/Grange activity

the broad patterns of our history.
[ ] B Property is associated with the lives
of persons significant in our past.
[X] C Property that embodies the distinctive Architecture

characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction or represents

the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a signif-
icant and distinguishable entity whose 1886 - 1939

components lack individual distinction.
[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to

yield, information important in pre-

history or history. Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations: NA 1886; 1939

[ ] A owned by a religious institution

or used for religious purposes. Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked
[ ] B removed from its original location. above.)
na

[ ] € a birthplace or grave.

Cultural Affiliation
[ ] D a cemetery.

na
[ ] E a reconstructed building, object
or structure.
[ ] F a commemorative property. Architect/Builder
[ ] 6 less than 50 years of age or unknown

achieved significance within
the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

See attached continuation sheets.

9. Major Bibliographical References

Walton, New York. Walton Historical Society. Research files.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
[ ] preliminary determination of individual [X] State historic preservation
listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested office

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by the
National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American Building
Survey #

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering

Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University

Other:
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Statement of Significance

The Walton Grange is historically significant for its association
with the Grange No. 1454, the local chapter of the "Order of the
Patrons of Husbandry," a national organization formed during the
late nineteenth century to improve agricultural practices in
America. Originally built in 1886 by the New York Army National
Guard as a state armory, the facility is also architecturally
significant as a representative example of the building type;
futhermore, it is historically significant for its association
with the volunteer militia, a pivotal component of the American
military system.

As discussed at length in the National Register Multiple Property
Documentation Form, Army National Guard Armories in New York State
(NR: 1993), scores of armories were built in New York during the
last quarter of the nineteenth century to house local units of the
National Guard. The National Guard, i.e., the country’s loosely
federated collection of state-controlled volunteer militia units,
was, at the time, the backbone of America’s military system; its
primary duty was military readiness in case of international or
domestic crises. Because America was seldom involved in
international events during the late nineteenth century, the main
occupation of the Guard during the period was to maintain domestic
peace, particularly during the turbulent era of labor-capital
conflict.

The National Guard first achieved national acclaim for its role in
suppressing rioters during the Great Railroad Strike of 1877;
shortly thereafter, beginning with the erection of the famous
Seventh Regiment Armory in Manhattan in 1879, scores of medieval
inspired armories were built all across the state (and,
eventually, the country) in response to the fear of class warfare.
During the 1880s and 1890s, many large-scale armories were built
in New York City for full regiments; by the late 1890s, many
smaller, single company sized armories had been built all across
the state.

The armory in Walton, built in 1886, is an early example of a
small, upstate facility, completed a few years before the major
wave of armory construction by State Architect Isaac G. Perry.
The Walton Armory displays the characteristic form and plan of the
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type, i.e., an imposing administration building with an attached
drill shed to the rear, but it predates the full-blown,
castellated design features popularized by Perry during the 1890s.
Instead, it appears to be little more than a restrained,
Romanesque Revival inspired commercial building, regardless of its
telltale drill shed at the rear. (In contrast, the slightly later
armory next door--designed in 1895 by Perry--is a massive,
castellated style fortress, clearly evoking its primary purpose
and use.)

Upon its completion in 1886 for Walton’s Thirty-third Separate
Company, the armory was a comparatively large, progressive and
fashionable facility; only a few other upstate communities could
boast such a fine armory. 0ddly enough, within a few years, plans
were underway for a new facility on the adjacent parcel; by 1895,
Walton was one of approximately thirty communities to receive a
brand new armory by Perry. When the Thirty-third vacated the 1886
building, the old armory was converted for use as a school--first,
as an academy for training teachers and, later, as a grade school.

In 1939 the building was acquired by the Walton Grange No. 1454
and converted for use as a Grange hall. The National Grange had
been established shortly after the Civil War in response to
abusive railroad tariffs and corporate monopolies; it quickly
evolved into a nationwide initiative to improve agricultural
practices in general. Just as quickly, it evolved from a strictly
professional, agrarian society into a family-oriented, community
organization designed to enhance all aspects of farmers’ lives.
Communal suppers and Saturday night dances became as important as
discussions of the latest discoveries in animal husbandry or crop
hybridization: Thus, the old armory was particularly attractive
for such an adaptive use, containing many of the types of
facilities (such as a large kitchen) and spaces (such as large and
small meeting rooms) required by the Grange; the drill hall
perfectly fit the Grange’s need for auditorium space. Still owned
by the Grange and serving a variety of needs in this rural
agrarian region, the building remains an important reminder of the
agricultural heritage of Delaware County.



Walton Grange No. 1454 (Meeting Hall), Former New York State Armory
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property less than one acre

UTM References
A. 18/489211/4667945
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary coincides with legal lot lines of the nominated parcel as identified on the
attached county tax map (273.11-7-4).

Boundary Justification

The boundary is drawn to encompass the approximately 200’ x 95’ lot historically and
currently associated with the nominated building.

11. Form Prepared By:

contact: _Nancy L. Todd, Program Analyst
organization _NYSHPO, Division for Historic Preservation date_ March 1998

street & number Peebles Island, PO Box 189 telephone 518-237-8643
city or town Waterford state NY zip code_12188-0189

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or
numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items

(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications
to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Walton Grange #1454--Former Armory
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: NEW YORK, Delaware

DATE RECEIVED: 5/08/98 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 5/18/98
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/03/98 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 6/22/98
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 98000666

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER : N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N
COMMENT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

RECOM. /CRITERIA M_@id
. ¢
REVIEWERdMﬁ.&L— DISCIPLINEQMM

TELEPHONE DATE I 52
‘Q/ZE\, C

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y<f>see attached SLR Y(:>
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