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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual 
properties or districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item 
by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by enterinajjiformation requStetea. If an item 
does not apply to the property being documented, eCter "NyA" for "not ^pplVcable." For 
functions, architectural classifications, materiala, aNd^reas of v8Sftni\fics^nce, enter
only categories and subcategories from the instructions^ 
narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form lO-VoOs
processor, or computer, to complete all items.____
1. Neune of Property

.V3H)se a type^tSen
.tries and 

word

historic name Main Street Historic District Boundary Tncrease

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 530 West Avenue

city, town Medina

[N/A] not for publication 

[N/A] vicinity

state New York code 036 county Orleans code 073 zip code 14103

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] request for deteirmination of 
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [X] meets [ ] 
does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be 
considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally. ([ ] See 
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Deputy Commissioner £
Signature of certifyin'

Historic Preservation, OPRHP
official

V)
Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register 
criteria. ([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

N/A
Signature of commenting or other official Date

N/A
State or federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification 
I ifereby, certify that this property is: 
E^] entered in the National Register.

[ ] See continuation sheet.
[ ] determined eligible for the National 

Register.[ ] see continuation sheet. 
[ ] determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
[ ] removed from the National Register.
[ ] other, (explain:)

i



Main Street HD Boundary Inc. 
Name of Property

Orleans County. New York 
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many 
boxes as apply)

[X]private 
[ ]public-local 
[ ]public-state 
[ ]public-Federal

Category of Property 
(check only one box)

[ ]buildings 
[X]district 
[ Isite 
[ ]structures 
[ ]object

Name of related multiple property 
listings (Enter "N/A" if property is 
not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property 
(do not include previously listed 

resources in the count)

Contributing 
1________

Noncontributing
________1__________ buildings

.sites

.structures

.objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Function
(enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(enter categories from instructions)

7. Descrintion
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

Materials
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation 
walls _____

roof
other

Narrative Description

See Continuation Sheet
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Description

The boundary of the Main Street Historic District is being increased to 
include the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad Company (NYC & HRR) 
freight station and the associated railroad tracks. The NYC & HRR Co. 
freight station is a one-story, hipped roof structure. It is constructed of 
wood frame members and has clapboard siding. Because it was built as a 
freight station, there are a limited number of windows, all of which are 
located on the east end where the offices were located. The east facade 
contains three nine-over-nine windows flanked by two entrance doors complete 
with three-light transoms. The east end of the building, which houses the 
main entrance and offices, also has two pairs of nine-over-nine windows, on 
both the south and north facades. With the exception of one, all of the 
windows continue to be operable.

The broad overhanging eaves, similar to those of the train depot across the 
street, are ornamented with wood brackets. The interior is largely a rough 
open space with such features as an intact timbered truss system and two 
operable Burbank Scale Company one-thousand pound scales.

Some minor alterations have been made to the interior to accommodate two 
efficiency apartments above the office areas on the east and west ends and 
the railroad museum in the center of the building. The only alteration to 
the exterior of the building is a large hnadicap access ramp that extend the 
full length of the east facade.

The NYC & HRR Co. freight station is a fine representative example of this 
type of building. With the exception of a few very minor alterations, it is 
fully intact.



Main Street HD Boundary Inc 
Name of Property

Orleans County, New York 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Appliced>le National Register Criteria
(Mark an "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing.)
[X] A Property is associated with events that 

have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history.

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives 
of persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property that embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a signif­
icant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction.

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to 
yield, information important in pre­
history or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

[ ] A owned by a religious institution 
or used for religious purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location.

[ ] C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object 
or structure.

[ ] F a commemorative property.

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or 
achieved significance within 
the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

See Continuation Sheet

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Transportation
Commerce
Architecture

Period of Significance

ca. 1905__________________________
_____ (within greater period of

sianificance)

Significant Dates

ca. 1905___________

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked
above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

9. Manor Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more 
continuation sheets.)
Previous docnxmentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
[ ] preliminary determination of individual 

listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
[ ] previously listed in the National Register 
[ ] previously determined eligible by the 

National Register
[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark 
[ ] recorded by Historic American Building 

Survey #
[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering

[X] State historic preservation 
office

[ ] Other State agency 
[ ] Federal agency 
[ ] Local government 
[ ] University 
[ ] Other

Name of repository:
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Main Street HD Boundary Inc 
Orleans County, New York

Statement of Significance

The Main Street Historic District in Medina was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1995. It excluded this parcel which contains 
the freight station and a portion of railroad tracks. At the time it was 
decided that the freight station was visually disconnected from the train 
depot, which fell within the district boundaries. A reinterpretation of the 
existing documentation has revealed that historically these two structures 
were intended to be visually and somewhat physically disconnected because of 
their differing functions; however, they are indeed physically connected by 
the train tracks which are still extant.

Built circa 1905, this building is 300 feet long and 40 feet wide and 
purported to be the largest, extant wooden freight station in the United 
States. It was built by the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad 
Company and replaced an earlier freight station which outgrew the shipping 
needs of the burgeoning community of Medina. As was discussed in the 
district nomination, the single industry that most contributed to the 
development of the village was the establishment of the H. J. Heinz Company 
Plant in 1899. This plant was constructed west of the historic district 
near the railroad tracks at Genesee and Park Avenues. Because it was 
necessary to ship produce for their cider vinegar and ketchup products, the 
railroad and freight station were extremely significant at this time. The 
building operated as a freight station until 1965 when it was converted into 
a furniture warehouse. In 1991, Martin C. Phelps purchased the property and 
has since transformed it into a railroad museum.

A small Flag Stop Railroad Station building which was built by the New York 
and Ontario Railroad Company in 1892 stands on the east side of the property 
but is considered non-contributing as it is not historically associated with 
the present property. In 1992, it was moved to this location from Sylvan 
Beach, New York, and is used as an exterior museum piece. Contributing 
elements to be added to the Historic District include the freight station 
and that portion of railroad tracks which extends from the present district 
boundary to the western edge of the nominated parcel.



Main Street HD Boundary Inc 
Name of Property

Orleans Countv. New York 
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 1.146 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

111 8 I
Zone 

3 Ill8l
Zone

|2l2l4l7l3l2l
Easting
|2|2|4|5|5|5|
Easting

|4|7|9|0|4|2|3| 111 8 I
Northing
|4|7|9|0|3|5|
Northing

Zone 
4 111 8 I

J 2|2[4|7|3l2|
Easting
.I,2l2|4|5l5|4|

|4|7|9|0|3|7|5|
Northing
|4|7|9l0l4|l|9|

Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary increase includes the property that extends west of the the parcel 
located at the southwestern boimdary (the train depot: 615 West Avenue) of the original 
district nomination. The parcel traverses westward across West Avenue and extends to 
Gwinn Street and includes the freight station and that portion of the track that 
transverses the property.

Boundary Justification

The entire nominated parcel is what remains of the original rail-related parcel 
connecting to the train depot across the street.

11. Form Prepared By:

name/title Elisabeth A. Bakker Johnson. Historic Preservation Specialist_____
organization NYS Office of Parks. Rec. & Historic Preservation date Sep 1997
street & number Peebles Island. PO Box 189 telephone 518-237-8643
city or town Waterford state NYzip code 12188-0189

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

'■*1

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or 
numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items

Property Owner

name Martin C. Phelps
street & number 530 West Avenue 
city or town Village of Medina state NY zip code 14103
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DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
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10/24/97
11/20/97

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY:

11/04/97
12/08/97

REFERENCE NUMBER: 97001457
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