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1. Name

'orHCRSuseoiay 
ecelved AUG 12 TO 

late entered

historic Green-Wood Cemetery Entered la the

and/or common Greenwood Cemetery
National Begister

2. Location
street & number Fifth Avenue and 25th St3?eet-

city, town “erooklyn // c w r . vicinity of

. not for publication

■eongroooionol diotriot

state New York code 036 county Kings code 047

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
building(s) __X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence

__X site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial y transportation
N/A no military other: cemetery

4. Owner of Property
name Greenwood Cemetery Corporation

street & number Fifth Avenue and 25th Street

city, town Brooklyn . vicinity of state New York 11232

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Brooklyn Municipal Building

street & number 210 Joralemon Street

city, town Brooklyn state York 11201

6. Representation in Existing Surveys_______
title n.y.C- Tjindmarks Preservation Comm. has this property been determined elegible?

(LP-1049), (LP-1233) 
date April 19, 1966; May 19, 1981 . federal . state

depository for survey records N.Y.C. Landmarks Preservation Comm. , 20 Vesey St.

county X local

city, town New York state 10007



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent

X good 
fair

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed

Check one 
--X unaltered 
___ altered

Check one
^ original site 

___ moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Greenwood Cemetery is a 478-acre landscaped site located in the heart of Brooklyn.
Planned in the 1830s as a rural retreat, the cemetery consists of a great variety 
of landscape features arranged in a picturesque manner. In addition to the splendid 
planned landscaping, the cemetery contains some of the finest mortuary sculpture and 
architecture in America, with monuments designed by major figures of the period.
The most notable structure at Greenwood is the extraordinary Gothic Rivival gate de
signed by Richard Upjohn & Son and built between 1861 and 1865.

The original 178 acres of Greenwood were laid out and designed by landscape 
architect David Bates Douglass (1790-1849) in keeping with the picturesque land
scape theory that called for variety in the use of natural features. Great contrast is 
found in the landscape forms used within the limited space of the cemetery. These 
include forests, open green lawns, lakes, hills, valleys, dells, etc. A 19th-century 
guide to Greenwood described the variety of landscape effects seen by the visitor:

Now you pass over verdant and sunny lawns— now
through park-like groves— and now by the side of a tangled
unpruned forest. At one moment yoy are in the dell, with ''
the still water, its overhanging shade, and its calm repose.
At the next, you look out from the hill top....l

Accentuating the picturesque effects of the landscaping are the names given 
to these areas. These names add to the naturalistic feel of the cemetery and are not 
reminiscent of death and mourning. Typical names for landscaped elements are 
Vista Hill, Halcyon Lake, Camellia Path, Sylvan Cliff, And Oaken Bluff. Most of 
Douglass's layout is intact and much of the original planting has reached its 
maturity and gives added grandeur to the cemetery. The original circulation system 
with its curving roads still exists, although the main roads have been paved. Many 
of the ornate cast-iron signs denoting the street and path names also remain in 
place, as does the large cast-iron fence that surroxands the entire cemetery. The 
original land purchase was supplemented soon after the initial purchase and about 
300 acres were added between c. 1840 and the turn of the century. The largest additions 
were-to the south of the original plot, but smaller areas were added in other directions 
as well. As new plots were purchased they were laid out and landscaped in a manner 
compatible with the original. The area to the north, near Fort Hamilton Avenue, which 
was the last major area to be landscaped, is flatter and less varied in its features.

(See continuation sheet)
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The tombs, monuments, and mausoleums of Greenwood were designed in many forms and styles, 
Classical, Egyptian, Gothic, and Romanesque mausoleums are freely juxtaposed and these 
varied structures relate, to their sites in much the same way that garden pavilions and 
follies related to 18th-century English picturesque gardens. Some of the mausoleums can 
be attributed to prominent architects including Richard Upjohn, James Renwick, Minard 
Lafever, Griffith Thomas, William Potter, and Warren & Wetmore. The last firm designed the 
large mortuary chapel near the main entrance gates in 1911. Besides the mausoleums, the 
cemetery has many tombs adorned with sculpture, some designed by notable contemporary 
artists such as Henry Kirke Brown, who designed the DeWitt Clinton tomb.

The Important tombs and monuments at Greenwood divide into four categories:

1. General monuments that commemorate a specific event or profession.

2. Monuments of architectural importance. Many monuments and mausoleums were 
probably designed by architects, but few have been identified.

3. Monuments marking the graves of people of importance. These vary from extremely 
simple stones like that marking the grave of Samuel Morse, to much grander 
tombs like that for the Steinway's.

4. Monuments of sculptural interest.

Firemen's Monument—a tall pier topped by a sculpture of a fireman.
Soldier's Monument—located atop Battle Hill with a spectacular view of the harbor.

This is a column with four bronze figures at the base.
Pierrepont Monument—Gothic Revival brownstone monument designed by Richard Upjohn. 
Potter Monument—High Victorian pier designed by William or Edward Potter for: 

their family.
DeWitt Clinton Monument—stone base with famous statue of Clinton done by Henry 

Kirke Brown.
Charlotte Canda Monument—Gothic memorial supposedly designed by Charlotte for an 

aunt or grandmother who died just before her tragic death 
■ ■ at age 17. The poor child's tomb was a major pilgrimage

spot for the Victorians.
Steinway Mausoleum—very grand Classical structure.
Samuel F.B. Morse—extremely simple slab.
Horace Greelt Tomb—sculpted bust.
Abiel Low Tomb—monument to important and very wealthy Brooklyn businessman and 

philanthropist.
Matthews Monument—Fine Gothic Revival tomb with Matthews laid out like a medieval 

king.
Boss Tweed Tomb.
Lola Montez Tomb—very simple.
Henry Ward Beecher Monument—simple stone slab.
Currier and Ives—buried separately with simple stone slabs.
William Niblo Mausoleum—Grand Gothic mausoleum for owner of Niblo's Garden Tomb 

guarded by lions.Lispenard Mausoleum—Norman structure designed in 1889 by Renwick, Aspinwall & Russell.
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When the cemetery was laid out, architect Richard Upjohn was commissioned to design 
related buildings such as gates, cottages, and shelters. Most of these were wooden buildings 
designed in a number of picturesque styles including the Gothic Revival, Italian Villa, 
and Swiss Chalet modes. All of these wooden buildings, with the exception of an octagonal 
ladies' rain shelter, are gone, but the finest architectural ornament of Greenwood, the 1861 
main gates and office, are extant. Richard Upjohn's son, R.M. Upjohn, is credited with 
the design of this extraordinary Gothic Revival monument which reflects the transition 
between the earlier Gothic Revival and the more angular and eccentric Victorian Gothic of 
the 1860s and 1870s.

The gates represent an ingenious linking together and piling up of architectural 
elements to create an impressive entrance to the cemetery. Here are combined two principal 
gates flanking a central Gothic clock tower. On either side of this central feature, and 
connected directly to it, are the cemetery offices on one side and a chapel and reception 
room for visitors on the other. The low slate roofs of the flanking buildings provide 
a picturesque profile leading up to the towering central motif, the gates.

Immediately above the gate portals, in the deeply recessed tympanum of the pointed 
arches, are handsome bas reliefs. Open-work gables surmount the arches, while the central 
clock and bell tower rises 106 feet to a pinnacle. The tower is flanked by shorter, 
pinnacled towers that are connected to the central form by flying buttresses. These gates 
retain all of their original splendor and are a fitting entrance to the cemetery, one of 
the greatest picturesque landscapes in America.

Nehemlah Cleaveland, Green-Wood Illustrated (New York: R. Martin, 1847), p. III-IV.
2The dates at which various parcels were acquired by the cemetery cannot be determined 

at present.
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Greenwood Cenetery--Map 
Fifth Avenue and 2Sth Street 
Kings County, New York
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ applicable criteria
CH justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource 
O context
□ relationship of integrity to significance 
n justification of exception
□ other

- -<

I-
■ .. .-U

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet





































































17 BATTERY PLACE 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 10004
(21S> 344-0S30

August 19, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Services 
1100 L Street, N.W.
Room 6209
Washington, D.C. 20240

Green-Wood Cemetery and Gates 
Fifth Avenue & 25th Street 
Brooklyn, Kings County

Dear Ms. Shull;

Mr. Fairchild, President of The Green-Wood Cemetery, 
is on vacation and not available to again sign the letter 
of objection to the nomination of Green-Wood Cemetery and 
Gates to the National and State Registers of Historic Places, 
Miss McClellan was advised of these circumstances by 
telephone today.

The letter of objection is being signed by myself 
in my official capacity as Executive Vice President and 
Comptroller of The Green-Wood Cemetery.

Sincerely,

JFS/jc

cc: Historic Preservation Field 
Services Bureau

New York State Office of Parks 
Recreation and Historic Preservation

John F. Summer 
Executive Vice President 
and Comptroller

m 22 K""





Mr,. Orin Lehman
State Historic Preservation Center -2- August 19, 1983

Re: Green-Wood Cemetery
Fifth Avenue & 25th Street 
Brooklyn, Kings County

State of New York )
( ss. :

County of New York )

On this 19th day of August, 1983 before me 
personally cam.e John F. Summer, to me known and known to 
me to be the individual herein described and v;ho executed 
the within letter, and he acknowledged that he executed the 
same for the purposes therein mentioned.

Notary Public

^ JANE C'JCCURULLO " 
Rotary I-i biic, state of New York' 

k No. 24-6693435
Qualified in Kings County 

Commission Expires March 30. 1974
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Bernadette Castro 
Commissioner

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau
Peebles island, PO Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189 518-237-8643

January 27, 1997

RECEIVED 2280

FEB 4 1997

' “park SErScE

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register
NR-NPS
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Re: Greenwood Cemetery,
Brooklyn, Kings County, New York

Dear Ms. Shull:

I am very pleased to send the enclosed notarized letter from the Green-Wood 
Cemetery corporation removing its objection to listing the cemetery in the 
National Register of Historic Places. The cemetery was listed in the New 
York State Register of Historic Places in 1983 and the nomination was 
forwarded to your office at that time with a notarized objection from the 
Green-Wood Cemetery corporation. Happily, the present board of trustees has 
changed its mind.

Please note that the nomination form indicates national significance.
If you have any questions, please call me at 518-237-8643, ext. 264.

Sincerely,

Peter D. Shaver 
Historic Preservation 
Program Analyst

enc
cc: S. Brazil, Green-Wood Cemetery

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Agency 
printed on recycled paper



500 - 25th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11232-1690 
Tel. (718) 788-7850 
Fox (718) 788-7782

historic PREStKVAlION 
HR n SERVICES BUREAU

January 9, 1997

Ms. Ruth L. Pierpont 
Director, Field Services Bureau
In YS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preser/adon 
P.O. Box 189 
Waterford, NY 12188

Dear Ms. Pierpont;

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of The Green-Wood Cemetery held December 2, 
1996, the Board unanimously approved removing its objection to the listing of The Green-Wood 
Cemetery on the National Register of Historic Places.

We thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Moylan 
President

STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF KINGS

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Richard J. 
Moylan, known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument as 
President of The Green-Wood Cemetery, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same for 
the purposes and consideration therein expressed in the capacity therein stated and as the act and 
deed of the corporation.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of office this the 9th day of January, 1997.

Notary Public
JANE CUCCURULLO 

Notary Public, State of New York 
No. 24-6696435 

Qualified in Kings County 
Commission Expires Jan. 31,199dy
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