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This form is for use in nominating or requpsting determinatio fqQr individual
properties or districts. See instructions National Register of
Historic Places Registration Form (Nationa !lgﬁﬁfﬂﬂﬂﬁ 16A). Complete each item

by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering information requested. If an item
does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For
functions, architectural classifications, materials, and areas of significance, enter
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and
narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word
processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name The Jacob Shafer House

other names/site number n/a

2. Location

street & number 388 Kaisertown Road [n/al] not for publication
city, town Montgomery [n/a] vicinity
state _New York code _NY county Orange code _071 zip code 12549

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] request for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [X] meets [ ]
does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be
considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally. ([ ] See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Depu Commissioner for Historic Preservation Date
Signature of certifying official

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register
criteria. ([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I reby, certify that this property is: i Date of Action
Wgeentered in the National Register.
[ 1] See continuation sheet.
[ ] determined eligible for the National
Register.[ ] see continuation sheet.
[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National Register.
other, (explain:)
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The Jacob Shafer House
Name of Property

Orange County, New York
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many
boxes as apply)

[X]private [X]building(s)
[ ]public-local [ Idistrict
[ Jpublic-State [ I1site

[ 1structure
[ Jobject

[ 1public-Federal

Name of related multiple property
listings (enter "N/A" if property is
not part of a multiple property listing)

n/a

Category of Property
(check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(do not include previously listed
resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing

1 3 buildings

1 sites

1 structures
objects

3 3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Function
(enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

MID-19TH CENTURY/Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Materials
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stone

walls Wood
roof Asphalt shingles
other

(describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more

continuation sheets.)
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The Jacob Shafer house occupies a 7.59 acre parcel on the east side of
Kaisertown Road in the agricultural and developing residential south western section
of the town of Montgomery. Kaisertown Road, a country lane which borders the
property, is characterized by open land used for the pasturing of dairy cows,
farmhouses and modern residential dwellings. Several nineteenth century farm
complexes stand along the road. Across the lane from the nominated property is a
large tract currently undergoing development into a golf course and some residential
housing. On the tract appear to be the remnants of an early mill along with an
intact foundation ruin of an eighteenth century farmhouse. The integrity of these
features are currently threatened. Several residences are visible from the Shafer
house. To the southeast is a stone dwelling which incorporates the ruins of the
pioneer residence of Dedrick Shafer and, northwest, across Kaisertown Road, a modern
dwelling.

The farmhouse and outbuildings are sited relatively close to one another with
grassy lawns surrounding the house and stretching outward towards the garage and
sheds. Kaisertwon Road marks the western boundary of the property. The farmhouse
and outbuildings are set on top of a small hill which gradually slopes downward. To
the south of the farmhouse and across the driveway is a non-historic, non-
contributing two car garage which was recently constructed on the site of a swimming
pool. East of the garage is the foundation ruin of a nineteenth century barn
complex which is historic; contributing. Within the barn ruin is a small shed (non-
historic; non-contributing). To the rear of the garage is another shed (non-
historic; non-contributing). On the east side lawn of the farmhouse is a stone-
lined well which is a contributing component of this nomination. The heavy black
outline on the attached county tax map identifies the boundary of the nominated
property. The boundary line coincides with the current legal boundaries of the
property. The Shafer house is not located within an historic district.

Contributing features: 3
Non-contributing buildings: 3

The Jacob Shafer house property consists of a Greek Revival era farmhouse, a
barn ruin, a stone lined well, two sheds and a garage on a 7.59 acre parcel located
on the east side of Kaisertown Road.

The farmhouse, erected in 1842, is a two story three bay frame building with a
one and one-half story wing attached to the east wall of the main block. The entire
structure rests on a raised stone foundation and both sections are surmounted by
gable roofs. The roof on the west block is pierced on the west end by two brick
chimneys and the roof on the smaller east block is pierced on the east ‘end by a tall
brick chimney. The east block also contains a twentieth century shed dormer across
a portion of the front. The house primarily features six-over-six, double hung sash
which, for the most part, possess their original panes of glass. The windows of the
main block are flanked by early louvered shutters. The farmhouse also retains a
majority of its original clapboards which are maintained in a remarkable state of
preservation. Two period porches are attached to the main block; one on the front
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corresponding with the main doorway and the other corresponding with a less formal
doorway on the back side of this block. Both porches have their original decorative
balustrade--the only of its kind in the town of Montgomery.

The front facade of the house, oriented south toward the driveway, displays a
variety of design features associated with the Greek Revival era. The front doorway
is in high Greek Revival style with a double raised panel door flanked by two side
lights which, themselves, are flanked on each side by a set of flat pilasters.

Below each side light is a raised recessed panel and, above the door and side lights
is a large transom which is flanked by a set of short flat pilasters. Raised panels
surround the outside of the doorway opening. The front door, as with many of the
interior doors, retains its original mortise lock. Other examples of Greek Revival
era detailing on the front facade, as well as on the two sides and rear of the main
block, include corner pilasters which support a wide frieze and windows with
shouldered architraves above which are wide lintels. In addition there are also the
front and rear porches of the main block.

The windows on the main portion of the house are symmetrically arranged. On the
front and rear, beside the doorways, are two windows. Directly above, on the second
floor, are three windows that are in line with the two windows and doorway below.
The west side of the main block contains five windows; two of which are on the first
floor, two, directly above, on the second floor and a smaller attic window
positioned directly below the peak of the gable. This window has a decorative sash
currently hidden behind louvered vents. The fenestration on the kitchen wing is not
symmetrical. What was originally a porch across the front was glassed in and made
into a room, however, the four original porch columns remain in situ. The rear of
this block contains a bay window where there was probably originally two six-over-
six windows. The east end of this wing contains its original fenestration; two
second floor gable windows and, below on the first floor, two windows, one of which
is larger than the other. The southern most window on the first floor of this gable
is in line with the northern most of the second floor gable windows. Projecting
outward from the basement of the kitchen wing is a long narrow structure, the back
wall of which is stone and the front is frame. This may have originally served as a
tool shed or workshop.

Interior room configurations and much of the nineteenth century fabric survives.
The main hall along with the adjacent front and back parlors contains high styled
Greek Revival era woodwork. Battered, shouldered architraves stretch from the floor
to just below the ceiling and enclose a raised paneled field below each window. The
parlor mantle is rather unusual compared to those in other houses in this area of
the period. It consists of two flat pilasters which support an entablature and two
shorter pilasters. The entablature bows outward with a square panel in the center.
The back parlor, no doubt, had a mantel identical to this one. It was removed in
the mid twentieth century when the fireplace was bricked off and the flue used for
the furnace in the basement below.
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The central hall features a stairway which contains a turned newel post,
spindles and railing in a pattern common to the era. They are made of mahogany.
Below the stringer of the stairway is an exquisite paneled wall covering the
stairway to the basement which is accessible to the rear of this wall. As mentioned
earlier, there are two entries to the hallway from the exterior; one at the front of
the hall and the other at the back. Interior molding of the front doorway is more
formal than that of the rear doorway. In each of the upper corners of the front
entry are square ornamental blocks. Baseboard molding in the hall along with the
parlors, is very wide and comprised of complex profiles.

Woodwork on the second floor of the house, as would be expected, is less formal
than that on the first. The stairway to the attic, directly above the stairway to
the second floor, is enclosed be a wide beaded board wall.

It is important to note that the house plan for the Jacob Shafer house, three
bay main block with side gables and a side kitchen wing, is a form that persisted
from the late eighteenth century into the nineteenth century in and around
Montgomery. As the Greek Revival era swept through New York State, in most rural
areas the side gable house form was rotated establishing the gable end as the
principle facade. This provided the house with a more classical "Greek Temple"
appearance. To this form side wings with sperate entrances were added creating the
classical "gabled-el" house form. Perhaps another hold over exhibited in the Jacob
Shafer house are the underscaled six-over-six windows. Many of the homes of this
era had larger windows. This house, through its proportions and detailing, displays
the wealth of its owner who, no doubt, could have easily afforded the larger and
more stylish windows when the house was built. Perhaps it was his preference to use
the smaller windows or maybe the preference of the builder.

Across the driveway from the house is a two car garage and, adjacent to it are
two sheds--all of which are non-contributing elements of this nomination. The one
shed is constructed within the foundation ruin of the barn complex. This ruin is a
contributing component. On the side lawn of the kitchen wing is a contributing
stone line well. The shaft has been filled and covered over. It was positioned
close to the basement keeping room.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Area of Significance

(Mark an "x" in one or more boxes for the (Enter categories from instructions.)
criteria qualifying the property for National Architecture

Register listing.)

[ 1] A Property is associated with events that
have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history.

[ 1] B Property is associated with the lives
of persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property that embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a signif- ca.1842
icant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[ 1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to
yield, information important in pre-
history or history. Significant Dates

ca.l1l842

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

[ 1] A owned by a religious institution

or used for religious purposes. Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked
[ ] B removed from its original location. above.)
n/a

[ ] ¢ a birthplace or grave.
Cultural Affiliation
[ ] D a cemetery. n/a

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object
or structure.

[ ] F a commemorative property. Architect/Builder
n/a

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or
achieved significance within
the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more
continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
[ ] preliminary determination of individual [X] State historic preservation
listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested office

previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the

[ Other State agency

[
National Register [

[

[

Federal agency
Local government
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) bt (ol il d

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark University
[ ] recorded by Historic American Building Other
Survey #
[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Name of repository:

Record #
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The Jacob Shafer house (1842) is a unique example of survival in the town of
Montgomery. The farmhouse is architecturally significant as an intact example of a
mid-Greek Revival era residence. It fully illustrates the adaption of the Greek
Revival style into the local vernacular and reflects the evolution of the local
building tradition from the pioneer box-like farmhouses of the first settlement
period, as the original stone Shafer farmhouse on the adjacent tract started out as,
into the more standardized and generalized forms, styles and decorations of the
first half of the nineteenth century. The Jacob Shafer house stands as a testament
to the endurance of this house form which persisted for over half a century in and
around Montgomery. The high quality of the detailing of this building coupled with
it country-like setting and two contributing support structures (barn ruin and well)
enhance the significance of the nominated property.

Jacob Youngblood Shafer was the grandson of Dedrick Shafer who is believed to
have built the stone house on the adjacent parcel in the second half of the
eighteenth century. The ruins of his pioneer structure are incorporated in the
stone walls of the present house on that tract. From Dedrick, the farm passed to
his son, Daniel, who was born ca.l1762. During the course of his life he had married
three times-two of his wives died young. His third wife was Eve and they resided on
the farm where they raised their family. Their son, Jacob Y., one of several
children from this marriage, was born in the old stone house in July of 1808. When
he reached the age of thirty-one, Jacob surely must have known that his father
intended to leave him the old farmhouse as Daniel’s will was written in 1839, four
years before his death. Perhaps the thought of living in an antiquated stone house
was not appealing for a young man especially of his means. Besides, in this period,
many town of Montgomery homes were either being remodeled or entirely replaced with
up-to-date structures. 1In 1842, Jacob had the present building constructed on a
rise of ground within view of his grandfather’s pioneer dwelling. The new house was
among the finest to be built in the Kaisertown district. At this location, Jacob
operated a large farm which, according to the 1862 farm map of the town of
Montgomery, consisted of 98 acres. He died intestate in September or October of
1892 leaving his only surviving child, Mary S. Comfort, his only heir at law.

Mary was the wife of Harvey Daniel Comfort, a well known businessman in
Montgomery. Both he and his brother, Walter, owned the Union Dairy which had an
outlet in Newburgh. They became involved with the manufacturing of ice cream which
was considered an extravagance at the time and, not too distant from the farmhouse,
Harvey set up the first commercial ice cream plant in Orange County. Both Harvey
and his wife resided in the Jacob Shafer house where they raised their family of six
children--two of which died young. 1In 1924 the Comforts sold the house ad property
to Helen Loghry Rector who, in 1936, sold the farmhouse and acreage to Kate Seredy,
an author of national fame at the time. Some of Seredy’s books were written while
living in this house. During her ownership, she sold the ruin of the original
Shafer stone dwelling to May Masse of the Viking Press who had rebuilt and enlarged
the pioneer dwelling and made it into an English or Irish style farmhouse with
interior whitewashed walls and exposed beam ceilings.
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From Seredy, the Jacob Shafer house passed through several hands before being
purchased by Carl and Trudy Larson in 1974. When the Larsons purchased the
property, the parcel had been whittled down to 7.59 acres.

As noted earlier, the Shafer house embodies a variety of high style design
features associated with the Greek Revival era. These include the front and rear
porches, the corners pilasters and wide frieze above on the exterior and the
woodwork of the interior. These design features survive in only a handful of homes
in and around the town of Montgomery. The corner pilasters and wide frieze are

similar to those on the nearby Daniel Waring house (NR Listed 1995). The newel post
with spindles and handrail in the Shafer house resemble the ones at both the Daniel
Waring house and the Jacob Bookstaver house (NR Listed: 1996). Interior window and

door trim of the first floor main block of the Shafer house share some similarities
with the Smith house on Route 17K near the Brick Church. The overall house plan
resembles that of the earlier Mason House located on Union Street in the Village of
Montgomery. The closest overall comparison to the Shafer house would be the Sears
house on River Road. This house, however, does not display as high degree of wealth
of Greek Revival era design as does the Shafer house. It is also not nearly as well
preserved as the Jacob Shafer house.

Although the wing of the residence has undergone limited renovations the
dwelling, nevertheless retains an outstanding degree of architectural integrity.
The Shafer house retains some of the most significant interior finishes of the
period in the community. As such, the Jacob Shafer house is an important example of
its type and is a significant visual and architectural landmark in the community.
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Name of Property County and State
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 7.9 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 ]1]|8| |s|elo|s|4|3| |4]5|9]|6|8|6]8] P I IS N I
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

c O I S I A I I - J500 I S I I I
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Explain the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

1l. Form Prepared By

name/title Robert L. Williams, Montgomery Town Historian
Edited by: John A. Bonafide, NYSOPRHP, Albany, NY

organization _Town of Montgomery, Orange County date_January 1996
street & number 74 Main Street telephone n/a
city or town Walden state NY zip code_12586

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or
numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items

(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Carl & Trudy Larson
street & number 388 Kaisertown Road
city or town Montgomery state _New York zip code 12549

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications
to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to
average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering
and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington,
DC 20503.
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary for the nominated property is shown as the heavy black outline on the
accompanying map entitled "The Jacob Shafer House, Orange County, New York."

Boundary Justification
The boundary for the nomination has been drawn to coincide with the current legal
lot for the property.
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Site Plan

Barn foundation ruin

Kaisertown Road
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The Jacob Shafer House
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The Jacob Shafer House

Farm Map of the Town of Montgomery
Michael Hughes, Philadelphia, PA., 1862.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET
REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME :

Shafer, Jacob, House

MULTIPLE

NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: NEW YORK, Orange

DATE RECEIVED: 7/03/96 DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/01/96 DATE OF 45TH DAY:
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 96000864

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL:

OTHER: N PDIL:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE:

N PERIOD:
N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL:
COMMENT WAIVER: N

__ACCEPT  __ RETURN

__REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM. /CRITERIA

REVIEWER

TELEPHONE DATE

7/16/96
8/17/96

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N

DISCIPUNEMM

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Shafer, Jacob, House Orange, New York 96000864

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form

_X_ Photographs (#4, 6-9, 11)

____USGS Map
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