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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual
properties or districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item
by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering information requested. If an item
does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For
functions, architectural classifications, materials, and areas of significance, enter
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and
narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word
processor, or computer, to complete all items. AL

1. Name of Property
historic name Gideon Pelton Farm
other names/site number n/a oo
BT 61886
2. Location
street & number _ 250 Rockefellow Lane INTERAGENRY/8} SR CESO B Pitation
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
city, town Montgomery for/al—vicinity
state _New York code _NY county Orange code _071 zip code 12549

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] request for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [X] meets [ ]
does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be
considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally. ([ ] See

continuation sheet for additional comments.)
r

Depu@é Commissioner for Historic Preservation Date
Signature of certifying official

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register
criteria. ([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I hefeby, certify that this property is: ;isjsygnature of ke ol T

[ entered in the National Register. f?é ;Kzzfﬁ;;gf‘"
[ 1 See continuation sheet. //[ 4’7VZ4LZ

[ ] determined eligible for the National
Register.[ ] see continuation sheet.

[ 1 determined not eligible for the
National Register.

‘fﬁate of Action

//,/s/és

removed from the National Register.
other, (explain:)

- e
et fd




Gideon Pelton Farm Orange County, New York
Name of Property County and State
5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many (check only one box) (do not include previously listed
boxes as apply) resources in the count)
[X]private [X]building (s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ Jpublic-local [ }Jdistrict 3 1 buildings
[ lpublic-State [ 1site 3 sites
[ 1public-Federal [ ]1structure structures

[ Jobject objects

6 1 Total

Name of related multiple property Number of contributing resources previously
listings (enter "N/A" if property is listed in the National Register

not part of a multiple property listing)

n/a n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Function Current Functions

(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling DOMESTIC/single dwelling

AGRICULTURAL OUTBUILDING/barn, smoke- AGRICULTURAL OUTBUILDING/ barn, smoke-
house house

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stone
OTHER/ Palatine Settlement walls Wood/stone

MID-19TH CENTURY/ Greek Revival

roof Asphalt shingles
other

Narrative Description
(describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)
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The Gideon Pelton Farm occupies a 96.40 acre parcel on the west side of Beaver
Dam Road in the developing southern section of the Town of Montgomery. Rockefellow
Lane, which runs through the farm, is a dead end farm lane which is characterized by
open land used for the pasturing of dairy cows. Along Beaver Dam Road stand
scattered twentieth century residential properties and two farm complexes which
retain nineteenth century structures. To the south and east are lands scheduled
for, and some which has already undergone transformation from farmland to industrial
complexes. With the exception of the farm-related outbuildings on the nominated
property, the only buildings in the immediate vicinity within site of the Pelton
farmhouse is the nineteenth century Rockefellow farm located to the south of the
nominated property. Additionally, several residences to the southeast, on Beaver
Dam Road, are visible from the farmhouse.

The farmhouse and outbuildings are sited close to the farm lane (Rockefellow
Lane) with open fields divided by hedge rows stretching in all four directions.
Beaver Dam Road marks a portion of the eastern edge of the farmstead. Gently
rolling grassy lawns surround the farmhouse. The land gradually slopes from the
house, barn and garage complex to the southeast to meet the railroad tracks of
Conrail and from thence is flat to Beaver Dam Road, a short distance beyond, To the
southwest of the farmhouse and across the farm lane stands a contributing barn.
Additional farm related structures include a garage (modern; non-contributing) which
is located between the contributing barn and farmhouse. To the rear of the
farmhouse is located a stone smokehouse which is a contributing element. Near the
site of the present barn are barely visible the foundation ruins of the old barn
which date from the first half of the nineteenth century. Additionally, south of
the farmhouse are the remains of two foundations (historic; contributing) which are
believed to have been tenant houses. The northeast wall of the foundation nearest
the farmhouse appears to be adjacent to an abandoned road bed. This section of road
bed is believed to be the eastern terminus of the Palatine Road established in the
early eighteenth century. (The barn, dating from the late 1920’s, along with the
smokehouse, which dates from the late nineteenth century, along with the two
foundation ruins and the abandoned eighteenth century road bed, are contributing
components of the nomination.) The heavy black outline on the attached county tax
map identifies the boundary of the nominated property. The boundary line coincides
with the current legal boundaries of the farmstead. This property is not located
within an historic district.

Contributing buildings: 3
Contributing sites: 3
Non-contributing buildings: 1

The Gideon Pelton Farm consists of a Colonial/Greek Revival era farmhouse, a
barn, a smokehouse, two foundation ruins and an abandoned road bed on an 96.40 acre
parcel of land located west of Beaver Dam Road.

The farmhouse, erected ca. 1770 and expanded ca. 1830, is a one and a half
story, two-bay stone building with a two and a half story rectangular shaped wing
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attached to the southwest section of the original house. This ca. 1830 wing, a
three-bay, side-hall frame building, was built into a portion of the original stone
structure as shown on the attached floor plans. It rests on a slightly raised stone
foundation and is surmounted by a gable roof that is pierced on the southwest side
by a brick chimney. The stone block of the house has a gable roof that is pierced
on the northeastern side by a brick chimney. Attached to the northeast wall of the
stone block is a two-bay, one story kitchen wing surmounted by a gable roof. The
farmhouse features twelve-over-twelve, twelve-over-eight, nine-over-six and two-
over-two, double-hung sash windows with simple wood trim. There is a wide frieze on
the front of the 1830s wing with an elaborate cornice structure. With the exception
of the front and rear stone walls of the eighteenth century addition, the structure
is sided with clapboards. An interesting feature regarding the clapboard siding can
be observed on the northeast side wall of the stone block above the kitchen addition
where the siding parallels the roof line. There is one decorative, late nineteenth
century porch with Victorian era detailing which extends along the front of the
1830s addition. The four porch columns were removed about fifty years ago and
replaced with the present wooden columns which rest on raised fieldstone piers.

The front facade of the farmhouse, oriented eastward towards Rockefellow Lane,
displays a variety of design features associated with the Greek Revival and
Victorian eras. The front doorway is of high Greek Revival style with side lights,
transom and a recessed raised panel door (currently behind a twentieth century storm
door.) Raised panels surround the outside of the doorway opening. A decorative
rectangular block is incorporated into the molding above the transom. Flat panels
surround the interior of the doorway specifically around the transom and side
lights. The front door, as with many of the interior doors, retains its original
box lock. Another example of Greek Revival detailing on the exterior of the house
is the decorative cornice. This decoration consists of ornamental dentals applied
to the soffet. A rather unusual feature on the Greek Revival portion of the house
are the twelve-over-twelve and twelve-over-eight window sashes which are more
prevalent in earlier homes. Many of the Greek Revival era homes in and around
Montgomery have six-over-six sash. The porch, believed to date from the 1870s or
80s, is embellished with decorative brackets which were retained after the columns
were updated in this century.

Interior room configurations and nearly all nineteenth century fabric survives.
The first floor main hall and parlor of the 1830s wing has a molded plaster cornice
which is in a fine state of preservation. Parlor molding is oh high Greek Revival
style with decorative corner blocks on the door and window openings identical to
those on the front entranceway. The architraves stretch from the floor to near the
ceiling, and enclosed a raised panelled field below each window. The parlor mantel
is rather standard for a house of this period in this area--two turned columns
support a wide freize board crowned with a molding and topped with a mantel shelf.
An identical period mantel is located in the living room of the original stone
portion of the house. The main stairway features an exquisite mahogany handrail
with turned newel posts and slender turned balusters. Brackets are located on the
exposed outer stringer at each step of this stairway. Below the stringer with
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brackets is a paneled wall covering the stairway to the basement which is accessible
by a doorway at the end of this wall.

There appears to be no eighteenth century woodwork remaining on the first or
second floor of the original stone block. It does appear that the second floor of
this section was remodeled in the Federal era as the woodwork appears to date to
that time. Originally, this was an opened unfinished attic space. Upon removing
several of the floorboards in this section, it is revealed that the beams beneath
are finished--hand planed and smoothed with an adz. The beaded edge on several of
the beams are barely visible. Although covered over with plaster on the first floor
ceiling, these are the most evident and important link to the eighteenth century.

The barn, a two and a half story gambrel-roofed rectangular frame building with
three attached silos and a milkhouse is located southwest of the house and is
contributing component of the nominated property. Built around 1928, this barn
replaced the original barn which was destroyed by fire. Sided with novelty siding,
the building is made up of light members. The site of the original barn is east of
the present structure. The stone smokehouse, which stands to the rear of the
farmhouse, is also a contributing component of the nomination. Built in the fourth
quarter of the nineteenth century, the structure retains its original board and
batten door. A short distance east of the house are the two foundation ruins
believed to be for tenant houses and the abandoned Palatine road bed, all of which
are contributing elements of this nomination. Although the age of the foundation
ruins are uncertain, the road bed is clearly of eighteenth century origin.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Area of Significance

(Mark an "x" in one or more boxes for the (Enter categories from instructions.)
criteria qualifying the property for National Architecture

Register listing.)

[ 1 A Property is associated with events that
have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history.

[ 1] B Property is associated with the lives
of persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property that embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a signif- ca.1770 - 1928
icant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[ 1] D Property has yielded, or is likely to
yield, information important in pre-
history or history. Significant Dates

ea:=1770, ca.IB830

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

[ 1] A owned by a religious institution

or used for religious purposes. Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked
[ 1 B removed from its original location. above.)
n/a

[ ] ¢ a birthplace or grave.
Cultural Affiliation

[ ] Da cemetery. n/a

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object
or structure.

[ ] F a commemorative property. Architect/Builder
n/a

[ ] @ less than 50 years of age or
achieved significance within
the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more
continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
[ 1] preliminary determination of individual [X] State historic preservation
listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested office

Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government

[ 1 previously listed in the National Register
[ 1 previously determined eligible by the
National Register

L B e B e T R )
et et b b d

[ 1 designated a National Historic Landmark University
[ 1 recorded by Historic American Building Other
Survey #
[ 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering Name of repository:

Record #
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The Gideon Pelton Farmstead (ca. 1770 - ca. 1928) is a unique collection
of farm architecture in the Town of Montgomery. The farmhouse (ca. 1770 -
ca. 1830) is architecturally significant as a distinctive intact example of
Greek Revival style rural residential architecture in Montgomery. The
farmhouse fully illustrates the adaption of the Greek Revival style into the
local vernacular and clearly reflects the evolution of the local building
tradition from the pioneer box-like stone (and frame) ethnic farmhouses of
the eighteenth century, as the Pelton Farmhouse itself started out as, into
the more standardized and generalized forms, styles and decoration of the
first half of the nineteenth century. The extensive farm setting coupled
with two contributing farm-related support structures, two foundations and
an abandoned historic road bed enhance the significance of the nominated
property. Dating from the closing years of the nineteenth century to the
early years of the twentieth century, the barn and smokehouse well
illustrate the progression of the working farmstead over time and reflect
the Town’s development as a prosperous rural agrarian community. They also
provide a significant resource for the future study of rural life in the
mid-Hudson Valley and Wallkill Valley regions.

Nothing appears to be known about the builder and/or the first occupants
of the building. In the third quarter of the eighteenth century the farm,
comprised of 260 acres, was purchased by Gideon Pelton, a Revolutionary War
soldier who fought in the Battle of Fort Montgomery near West Point. One of
the early settlers of the Town of Montgomery, Pelton and his wife, Margaret
Crawford, lived in the original stone portion of the house where they raised
their family. Their son, Gideon, later took title to the farm and is
credited with the construction of the beautifully proportioned Greek Revival
addition of the house about 1830. Based on a visual analysis of the
original portion of the farmhouse, it appears to date from approximately
1770.

Both Gideons were prominent members of the community. The elder Gideon
(1747-1824) was a member of the first Board of Trustees of the Montgomery
Academy, one of the first chartered academies in the State. The younger
Gideon was an elder of the Goodwill Church for fourteen years. Like his
father, he also served his country in the military and was wounded at the
Battle of Gettysburg. He died in 1873 at the age of 80 leaving the farm to
his three daughters, Elizabeth Smith, Mary Collins and Sarah Wool. It
remained in their possession until sold at auction on Nov. 1, 1879 to Thomas
Langan for $5300. At this time the farm had been whittled down to 100
acres.

In 1901 the property was transferred from Thomas Langan to his wife,
Mary. Ten years later Mary gave the farm to Jacob Miller in whose family it
has remained ever since.
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The farmhouse embodies a variety of distinctive features associated
primarily with the Greek Revival styles. These include the high style front
doorway, the cornice, the two mantelpieces and the mahogany newel posts with
balusters and handrails. Woodwork on the first floor -of the 1830s wing is
also high style Greek Revival while the woodwork on the second floor of this
wing as well as on the first floor of the stone block is rather plain.
Woodwork on the second floor of the stone block is Federal and revealed
under the flooring in this section are the large floor joists which were
initially exposed.

The above mentioned design features survive in only a handfull of homes
in the Town of Montgomery. Comparable homes in the Town which display the
Greek Revival features of the Pelton Farmhouse include the Charles Borland
Jr. House in the village of Montgomery and the Tweddle Homestead located
only a short distance from the Pelton farmhouse. The Greek Revival doorway
on the Mead-Tooker House in the village of Montgomery is nearly identical to
that at the nominated property. Molding and hardware on the second floor of
the stone block matched that of the nearby Miller-Denniston Homestead which
was recently demolished. The floor joists with beaded edge are identical to
those exposed in the Jacob Bookstaver Homestead which was built in 1779 and,
like the Pelton farmhouse, remodeled and added to in the Greek Revival era.

The 1830s remodeling and additions to the original stone farmhouse at
the Pelton farm clearly illustrates the tradition of improving and
aggrandizing older and more subdued buildings with those features and
designs in vogue at the time. Although the carpenters and masons who built
and remodeled this fine structure are unknown, their craftsmanship remains
as a lasting tribute to the grace and beauty of the early nineteenth
century.

Northeast of the house and adjacent to the foundation ruins are the
remains of the abandoned German Palatine roadway which is included as a
contributing element in this nomination. It was constructed by the German
Palatine settlers who settled this portion of the Town of Montgomery in the
first half of the eighteenth century. The road extended from the east bank
of the Wallkill River to the nominated property. The only remaining portion
of the this roadway currently in use is Dunn Lane located northwest of this
site and near the site of the German Palatine church and graveyard. The
stone block of the Pelton Farmstead was constructed when this road was in
use and was probably the only access to the property.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 96.4 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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Verbal Boundary Description
(Explain the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

1l. Form Prepared By

name/title Robert L. Williams, Montgomery Town Historian
Edited by: John A. Bonafide, NYSOPRHP, Albany, NY

organization _Town of Montgomery, Orange County date_Jduly, 1995
street & number 74 Main Street telephone n/a
city or town Walden state NY zip code_12586

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or
numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items

(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Mr. and Mrg. David Miller
street & number 250 Rockefellow Lane
city or town Montgomery state _New York zip code 12549

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications
to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to
average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering
and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington,
bC 20503.
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary for the nominated property is shown as the heavy black outline on the
accompanying map entitled "Gideon Pelton Farm, Orange County, New York."

Boundary Justification
The boundary for the nomination has been drawn to coincide with the current legal

lot for the property.

UTM References continued

5. 18/563091/4594694
6. 18/563140/4594754
7. 18/563027/4594823
8. 18/563234/4595094
9. 18/563356/4595014

10. 18/563562/4595292
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Research and Documentation Prepared by:

R. L. Williams
Montgomery Town Historian
74 Main Street

Walden, New York
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GIDEON PELTON FARM

Montgomery, Orange County, New York
(First Floor Plan)
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GIDEON PELTON FARM

Montgomery, Orange County, New York
(Second Floor Plan)
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Prepared and published in 1973 by the New York State Department
of Transportation, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration.

Map base from 1957 U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle.

Map revisions made using 1970 aerial photography, construction
plans, official records and other sources.
include:
boundaries;

Revisions may not comply with National Map Accuracy Standards.

Correspondence concerning this and other maps of the Department
of Transportation should be directed to: Map Information Unit,
New York State Department of Transportation, State Campus,
Albany, New York 12226.
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Features revised
highways and other transportation facilities; civil
and buildings.
Grey tint indicates intensely developed areas in which only
landmark buildings are shown.

hydrography;
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Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum.

1000-meter ticks based on the New York Transverse Mercator grid.
Between 72° and 78° West Longitude, this grid is identical to Zone 18 of the Universal Transverse
Mercator grid. Areas east of 72° and west of 78° are direct mathematical extensions of Zone 18.

10,000-foot ticks based on the New York Plane Coordinate grid,
East Zone.

SPECIAL TOPOGRAPHIC EDITION

Contours, at 20-foot intervals, shown unrevised from 1957
U.S. Geological Survey map. Datum is mean sea level.
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Divided highways and streets:
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Narrow mall or barrier...

Undivided highways and streets:
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