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historic name Abraham Dickerson Farmhouse
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2. Location NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

street & number 171 West Searswille Road [n/a] not for publication

city, town Montqome irv [n/a] vicinity

state New York code NY county Orange code 071 zip code 12549

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] request for determination of 
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [X] meets [ 
does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be 
considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally. ([ ] See 
continuation sh^et for additional comments.)
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4. National Park Service Certification iL.I h^eby, certify that this property is: 
[Vf entered in the National Register.

[ ] See continuation sheet.
] determined eligible for the National 

Register.[ ] see continuation sheet. 
] determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
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Abraham Dickerson Farmhouse 
Name of Property_____________

Orange County, New York 
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many 
boxes as apply)

[X]private 
[ ] piiblic-local 
[ ] piiblic-State 
[ ]public-Federal

Category of Property 
(check only one box)

[X]building(s) 
[ ]district 
[ ]site 
[ ]structure 
[ ]object

Number of Resources within Property 
(do not include previously listed 

resources in the count)

Name of related multiple property 
listings (enter "N/A" if property is 
not part of a multiple property listing)

Contributing 
2 ____

Noncontributing

___________________
buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Function
(enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC/single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC/Federal___________
MID-19TH CENTURY/ Greek Revival

Materials
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone_______________________
walls Wood

roof
other

Asphalt shingles

Narrative Description
(describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more 
continuation sheets.)
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The Abraham Dickerson Farmhouse, once part of the large tract of farmland, now 
occupies a 2.55 acre site on the west side of West Searsville Road in the northwest 
portion of the town of Montgomery. The farmhouse is surrounded by a combination of 
woodland and open fields--all of it now abandoned farmland. Residential developments 
are rapidly encroaching.

The farmhouse faces south with its east side facing West Searsville Road. It is 
built into a hillside making its west side one and one-half stories high and its 
east side two and one-half stories high. Eighteenth and nineteenth century 
landscaping surrounding the dwelling includes dry stone walls, some of them touching 
the foundation of the house. A set of rustic stone carriage or wagon steps is 
located along the edge of the circular driveway. Outbuildings include a nineteenth 
century woodshed/privy (historic; contributing), once part of a larger building 
which included a summer kitchen. A modern two-car garage (non-contributing) stands 
south of the house. Foundation ruins of four of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
century farm buildings remain. These include a stone smokehouse ruin to the rear of 
the house and a corncrib, cider mill and "L" shaped barn ruins to the rear of the 
modern garage. (All ruins on this property are contributing components of the 
nomination). A spring in a wooded area northwest of the house once comprised the 
dwelling's only water supply. It borders a stream which drains into a farm pond, 
now overgrown. Wooden pipes reportedly once fed the spring water into the house 
providing it with running water. North of the farmhouse and within site of it is 
the Adam Dickerson house of late eighteenth-early nineteenth-early nineteenth 
century vintage. It was built by the son of the builder of the house on the 
nominated property.

The heavy black outline on the attached county tax map identifies the boundary 
of the nominated property. The boundary line coincides with the current legal 
boundaries of the property. Dickerson Hills farm is not located within an historic 
district.

Contributing buildings: 2 
Contributing sites: 4 
Contributing Objects: 1 
Non-contributing buildings:

The Abraham Dickerson Farmhouse consists of a Federal era farmhouse, a 
woodshed/privy and four foundation ruins on a 2.55 acre parcel of land located along 
West Searsville Road.

The farmhouse, erected in the 1790s, is a rectangular shaped one and one-half 
story three bay frame structure built into a bank with a two and a half story two 
bay wing attached to the east side wall of the original block. Attached to the rear 
of the original house is a one story with attic addition believed to have been built 
shortly after completion of the original block. Adjacent to this wing and attached 
to the remainder of the rear wall of the structure is a shed-like addition 
constructed in the mid-nineteenth century. The original block rests on a raised
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stone foundation while the adjacent addition rests on a slightly raised stone 
foundation. The two main adjacent blocks are surmounted by a gable roof as is the 
small rear block. The main roof is pierced in its center by a large brick chimney 
and the north end of the small rear block is also pierced by a brick chimney but 
much smaller is size. The farmhouse features nine-over-six, six-over-six and four- 
over-four, double-hung sash windows with simple wood trim.

The front facade of the house, oriented southward, displays design features 
associated with the Federal era, the most noticeable of these being the main 
doorway. This entranceway is comprised of two fluted pilasters and a two part Dutch 
door with shallow recessed panels (currently behind an early raised paneled door 
used as a storm door). Above the Dutch door is a four pane transom. Interior room 
configurations and nearly all eighteenth and nineteenth century fabric survives. 
Window and door trim in the original block is rather simple-a flat board with beaded 
edge framed on its outer perimeter with period molding while the window and door 
trim in the ca. 1830 and ca. 1850 additions are made up of step-down molding while 
the window and door trim in the ca. 1830 and ca. 1850 additions are made up of step- 
down molding with a Greek Revival trim.

The original 26 foot by 18 foot house has a side hall with an adjacent parlor.
To the left of the front entranceway is the stairway enclosed with beaded boards. 
This leads from the first floor hall to the top floor where a once unfinished, 
whitewashed attic space led to a bedroom containing a diminutive fireplace.
Adjacent to the first floor hall is the parlor which contains a fireplace framed by 
a Federal style mantel piece. Below the parlor is the keeping room or original 
kitchen equipped with a large cooking hearth. A brick bake oven was later built 
into one side of this fireplace. Since the house was built into ba bank, the east 
foundation wall was initially exposed at ground level. Some of the woodwork in the 
original section of the house still bears its first coat of paint. A section of 
original exterior siding enclosed in the attic of the early rear addition reveals 
the dwellings's first coat of mustard yellow paint.

When the house was newly built a rear ell containing one room was added 
reportedly to house the family's three female slaves. This room was later refinished 
to become what was called the "dancing parlor." The second addition made to the 
house took place about 1830. This section extended out from the east wall of the 
original block and virtually doubled its length adding a ground floor room 
containing an open staircase and fireplace with bakeoven. The room above was 
originally intended to serve as a dining room and contains a simple Greek Revival 
style mantel framing a stove chimney. Above this room was added a large bedroom 
which also contains a simple Greek Revival style mantel. A final enlargement about 
1850 added a "saltbox" lean-to to the rear of the two main blocks. It contained a 
lower floor laundry room (now a bedroom), pantry (now a bathroom) and housekeeper's 
bedroom (now a kitchen). Two bedrooms with a connecting dressing room on the main 
floor were part of this addition (these are now used as a bedroom, bathroom and 
kitchen). When these enlargements were made to the house there was no attempt to 
update or remodel older parts. The house today, therefore, contains virtually all
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of its original ca. 1790's, ca. 1830's and ca. 1850's architectural details intact. 
Nearly all of the window sashes are original. The house survived until the late 
1970's without modern plumbing, central heat, electricity or telephone.

The woodshed/privy, a one story gable roofed rectangular frame building which 
initially was larger, is located to the rear of the house and is a contributing 
component of the nominated property. Sided with clapboard siding, the building is 
made up of hand-hewn beams with interlocking joints. A short distance north of the 
woodshed/privy is the ruin of the stone smokehouse possibly of late eighteenth 
century origin. Southwest of the farmhouse are the ruins of the corncrib, cider 
mill and barn complex of eighteenth and nineteenth century origin. All ruins are 
contributing elements of this nomination.

1



Abraham Dickerson Farmhouse Orange County, New York
Name of Property County and State
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark an "x" in one or more boxes for the 
criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.)
[ ] A Property is associated with events that 

have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history.

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives 
of persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property that embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a signif­
icant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction.

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to 
yield, information important in pre­
history or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

[ ] A owned by a religious institution 
or used for religious purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location. 

[ ] C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object 
or structure.

[ ] F a commemorative property.

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or 
achieved significance within 
the past 50 years.

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
Architecture

Period of Significance
ca.l790 - ca.l850

Significant Dates
ca.l790. ca.l830. ca.l850

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked 
above.)

n/a __________________

Cultural Affiliation
n/a

Architect/Builder
n/a

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
9. Major Bibliographical References___________________________________________________
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more 
continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
[ ]

[ ]

preliminary determination of individual 
listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the 
National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Building 
Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record #

State historic preservation 
office
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other

Name of repository:

.....a
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The Abraham Dickerson Farmhouse (ca. 1790 - ca. 1850) is a unique example of 
survival in the town of Montgomery. It is architecturally significant as an intact 
example of Federal and Greek Revival style residential architecture. The farmhouse 
fully illustrates the adaption of the Federal and Greek Revival styles into the 
local vernacular and clearly reflects the evolution of the local building tradition 
from the pioneer box-like dwelling, as this building evolved from, into the more 
standardized styles of the first half of the nineteenth century. The rural setting 
coupled with one contributing farm-related support structure and the foundation 
ruins of the remaining farm complex enhance the significance of the nominated 
property. Dating from the late eighteenth century to the nineteenth century, the 
remains of this once prosperous farm complex help to illustrate the town's 
development as a rural agrarian community.

The Dickerson farmhouse is located on part of what was once Schuyler and 
Company's Ten Thousand Acre Patent issued in 1719. The area was settled primarily 
by German Palatine farmers. Abraham Dickerson, of English ancestry, was born in 
Southold, Long Island in 1741. He came to Orange-Ulster County in 1762. He married 
Anna Mould, of German Palatine descent and settled on the Schuyler patent about 
1767. Dickerson, listed in early records as a carpenter, built a sawmill on a 
branch of the Dwaarkill. The area was called Dickerson's Mill. The first Dickerson 
dwelling was located on a hillside west of the sawmill. This house later burned but 
was rebuilt about 1920. Abraham Dickerson reportedly donated land for the building 
of Graham's Church, which no longer stands, and cemetery. He also provided the site 
for the one-room Dickerson School, a small one room schoolhouse which still stands. 
Decreasing water power closed the sawmill at the end of the eighteenth century. 
Abraham and Anna's only son, Adam, constructed a dwelling in 1799 which still stands 
near the mill site reportedly using timbers from the mill.

A 1798 town of Montgomery map shows Abraham and Anna's original dwelling as 
belonging to William Sopher, their daughter, Eleanor's husband. Presumably Abraham 
and Anna were then living in their "old age" home--the original block of the 
farmhouse. Since he was a carpenter, Abraham may have built the house himself. 
Abraham Dickerson died in 1814. His will mentions among other details: "two
cubberts the German chist including their contents of linnen." Anna Dickerson died 
in 1827. Their son, Adam, sold the farmhouse and 108 acres of land in 1829 to 
Bergoon Van Alst. The farm is still sometimes today referred to as the Van Alst 
homestead. Bergoon and Jane Van Alst enlarged the house, doubling its length about 
1830. Bergoon Van Alst died in 1842. Ten years later his son, Charles, became sole 
owner of the farm. It was probably Charles who enlarged the house to its present 
size about 1850. Charles' children became the third generation of his family to 
occupy the homestead. The old "dancing parlor" in the back wing of the house was 
long a social center of the neighborhood with regular Saturday night dances.
Charles Van Alst served as Montgomery Town Supervisor in 1877-78.

Nettie Morrow acquired the farm in 1895. She sold it to John and Barbara 
Altwater in 1897. The house saw brief service then as a summer boarding house 
common with numerous other area farmhouses. Nettie Morrow reacquired the property
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in 1903. She also owned the adjoining former Adam Dickerson farm. Both farms were 
joined together once again and rented to John McKinney and his son, James. Adam's 
house was used as the McKinney residence. The McKinneys took ownership of the farms 
from Nettie morrow Weir in 1923. Tenants who occupied the dwelling in the early 
years of the twentieth century were requested to make the dancing parlor available 
for the weekly neighborhood dances.

The house was sometimes occupied by farm workers and sometimes rented. It often 
stood vacant. The barns and out buildings decayed and collapsed and the house 
deteriorated. It eventually remained closed and unoccupied for twenty years, until 
the breakup of the McKinney farm in the late 1960's - early 1970's. The Abraham 
Dickerson Farmhouse was restored by its present owner, Robert ca. Eurich, in the 
late 1970s. It has been occupied by him ever since.

As built in ca.l790, the design and layout of the original block of the 
Dickerson farmhouse characteristic of period architecture in this region. This 
three bay, side hall plan property type, with its massive end wall chimney was found 
occasionally in country homes of the area but more commonly seen along the streets 
of the nearby village of Montgomery. Examples of the house type survive in the 
village, but none of them in imaltered form. Both the Sears House and the Mason- 
Senior House on Union Street were initially of the same size, style and layout as 
the Abraham Dickerson Farmhouse. Both buildings, although greatly altered in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century respectively, retain their original 
Federal era entranceway similar to that on the nominated property.

The dwelling derives additional architectural significance from its high degree 
of architectural integrity. The survival of both eighteenth and nineteenth century 
entrances, the original roof line with minimal overhanging eaves, massive central 
chimney with intact fireplaces and bake oven, period moldings, doors and hardware, 
original fenestration pattern, window sash and an intact rural/agrarian setting 
combine to make the Dickerson farmhouse one of the community's most significant 
archiotectural resources. The survival of each discrete component of the dwelling 
provides a chronical of period tastes and building practices in this region over 
nearly a century. As such, the farmhouse is an important local and regional 
landmark and serves as a reminder of the evolution and development of the town of 
Montgomery.
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary for the nominated property is shown as the heavy black outline on the 
accompanying map entitled "Abraham Dickerson Farmhouse, Orauige County, New York."

Boundary Justification
The botindary for the nomination has been drawn to coincide with the current legal 
lot for the property. 1

1
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Abraham Dickerson Farmhouse Oranqe County, New York
Name of Property County and State
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 2.55 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM

1 Ill8l |5l6l2l2l7l3l

references on a continuation sheet.)

|4|6|0|2|3|8|5| 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Zone Easting

3 111 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Northing

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Zone

4 1 1
Easting Northing

.....................................
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Explain the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boimdary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared Bv________________________________________________________

name/title Robert L. Williams. Montgomery Town Historian
Edited by: John A. Bonafide. NYSOPRHP. Albany, NY

organization Town of Montgomery, Orange County___________
street & number 74 Main Street telephone _ 
city or town Walden state NY

date July. 1995 
n/a

_zip code 12586

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A uses map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or 
numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name ____________
street & number 
city or town ___

Mr. Robert C. Eurich
171 West Searsville Road
Montgomery state New York zip code 12549

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement; This information is being collected for applications 
to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or 
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. 
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National 
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to
average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering 
and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services 
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the 
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington,
DC 20503.
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(Basement/Ground Floor Plan)
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(First Floor Plan)
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(Second Floor Plan)
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