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This fcrm is for use in ncminating or requesting determinations for 1n¢ywmemﬂﬁ-
prcperties or districts. See instructicns in How to Ccmplete the Natlcga%sﬁgiﬂiter of
Historic Places Registraticn Form (Naticnal Reglst=* Bulletin 16a) . Ccmplete each item i'
by marking "x" in the appropriate bcx or by entering informatficn requested. If an item
does not arply to the prcperty being documented, enter "N/A" ¥for "not applicable." For
functions, architectural classificaticns, materials, and areas of significance, enter
ocnly categeries and subcategories from the instructicns. Place additicnal entries and
narrative items on ccontinuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word
processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Callicoon Methodist Church & Parsonage

other names/site number 10504.000033 & 10504.000032

2. Iocation e

street & number Church St. (NYS Rte. 97), s. of Seminary Rd. [N4 not for publication
city, town _Callicoon (Town of Delaware) N4 vicinity

stateNew York code NY county Sullivan zip code _12723

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this [¢] nomination [ ] reguest for
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and mests the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property [X] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. I
recommend that this property be considered significant [ ] nationally [ ]

statewide b(1<j?¢a.ly [ 1,See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

_ghoks

y Camnissioner for ric Preservation 7 Date
Fure of certifying/official

Sthé or Federal agency and bureau

In my cpinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register
criteria. ([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification ag,/
I hepeby, certify that this property is: Signature of keeper Date of Action
[ entered in the National Register.

[ ] See continuation sheet. , 1 /¢/o3
[ ] determined eligible for the National > - " A

Register.[ ] see continuation sheet.
[ ] determined not eligible for the '
National Register.

[ ] removed from the National Register.
[ ] other, (explain:)




Callicoon Methodist Church & Parsonage Sullivan County, New York

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within

(Check as many (check only one box) (do not include previously listed
boxes as apply) resources in the count)
[x]private [(X7building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ Jpublic-local [ ldistrict 3 buildings
[ Jpublic-State [ Isite sites
[ Jpublic-Federal [ Jstructure structures
[ Jobject objects
3 0 Total
Name of related miltiple property Number of contributing resources previocusly
listings (enter "N/A" if property is listed in the National Register

not part of a multiple property listing

Historic & Architectural Resources of the

Upper Delaware Valley, New York & Pennsylvania 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Function Current Functions

(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)
Religion/relegious facility Religion / Religious facility

7. Description

(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)
Mid-19th Century foundation concrete/stone

walls wood /weatherboard

roof asphalt

other

(describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Narrative Description

The Callicoon Methodist Church, built 1871, and Parsonage,
built 1889, form a late nineteenth century vernacular church
ensemble. They overlook Church Street (NYS Rte. 97), flanked by,
and across the street from, residences, most of which were con-
structed 1890-1915. The wooded hillside to the east forms a back-
drop. Although there were few buildings in the area when the
church itself was constructed, the design of surrounding buildings
and spatial relationship remains essentially unchanged from that
revealed in early twentieth century photographs.

The church and parsonage are set back from Church Street, with
a stone sidewalk slightly above street level, and steps leading up
to the terrace on which the buildings are located. There are front
and side lawns to the north and west of both church and parsonage.
A paved driveway runs between the church on the north and the
parsonage on the south, leading to garage/barn at the rear (east).
Immediately behind the church and barn, there is a steep wooded
-hillside.

The church building is a vernacular frame building, with
modest details derived from the Romanesque Revival style. Facing
Church Street, the front of the building is surmounted by a spire,
a square steeple tower forming the central bay of the building.
Exterior steps lead up to an arch, centered within the tower. Over
the recessed double door, a semi-circular stained glass window is .
designed around the words "Methodist Episcopal Church." The body
of the building is gable ended, with the central tower piercing the
front gable. A two-story, cross gabled addition, at the rear,
houses a parish hall, kitchen, lavatories, and Sunday school rooms.
The roof is asbestos shingled. The concrete foundation was added
with excavation of the basement and installation of the central
heating system in 1905. There is an interior brick chimney between
the sanctuary and parish hall sections of the building. '

Three stained glass windows decorate each side of the church,
and two stained glass windows are placed on the front (west) facade
flanking the entrance. The windows, installed in 1914, match in
size, general design, and iridescent coloring. Each of the side
windows includes a central oval picture depicting a religious theme
(e.g., cross and crown, Bible).
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The interior of the church is divided into vestibule/balcony,
sanctuary, and parish hall. The front entrance leads into the
vestibule, a shallow room stretching across the front of the
building. Three doors from the vestibule open into the center and
side aisles of the sanctuary. A door at the southwest corner leads
to the basement; there is also an exterior basement entrance on the
south side of the building. On the west side of the entrance, a
stairway with varnished wood banister leads to the balcony. The
balcony stretches across the front of the building above the vesti-
bule, overlooking the sanctuary, and providing access to the
belfry. The sanctuary provides seating for approximately 300, with
pews divided by a central aisle, and with flanking side aisles. At
the east end of the sanctuary, a raised platform accommodates
enclosed choir and organ stalls on north and south sides, a brass
altar rail across the front, and an central open platform furnished
with altar table and lectern. Walls are plastered. The ceiling
is of pressed metal, painted white, in excellent condition. Two

.electrified chandeliers are suspended over the center aisle. Door
frames, window frames, the paneled front of the balcony, and mold-
ings are unornamented, flat wood, unpainted, and varnished to match
the wooden pews. On the east wall behind the altar platform, two
doors lead to the parish hall. Symmetrically designed varnished
wood arches form a backdrop, with a cross within the central arch.

The parish hall is attached to the rear of the building, form- .
ing. an "L" shape. It can be entered -through doorways from the
sanctuary or through a south side exterior door. The main room is
two stories high, with an elevated stage and back stage area at the
north end. Originally designed to allow for basketball games, its
ceilings are high and its large, double-hung windows are protected
with wire mesh. A kitchen is located at the rear of the building.
Lavatories are located at the south end of the building. Sunday
school and storage rooms are above the kitchen, reached via an
enclosed stairway at the southeast corner.

The parsonage is a cross gabled, wood frame building, sided
with white asbestos shingles. It is two-storied, three bays by two
bays, with a one-bay extension at the rear. Center steps lead up to
a one-story porch, with millwork balustrade and posts stretching
across the front of the building. The centered entrance door is
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surmounted by a transom light. Windows are one-over-one, double
hung, with peaked wooden moldings. There are two brick chimneys.
The foundation is of mortared stone. The rear one-bay addition is
rectangular in configuration, with a north entrance, and no partic-
ular architectural distinction. The interior is largely unaltered.
On the first floor, there is a 1living room, a dining room, a
kitchen, and a pastor’s study (in the rear addition). A central
vestibule and stairway face the front entrance. Bedrooms and bath
are on the second floor.

A two-story, gabled barn, built in 1894, is used as a garage.
It is clapboard sided, with a narrow frieze band below the roof
line. The barn is located at the rear of the terrace portion of
the property, near the southeast corner of the church. The first
floor is used as a garage and storage area. The second floor,
reached by south side interior stairs, is also used for storage.
Although the main door has been changed to accommodate automobiles,
the loft door above it remains unaltered.

Alterations have been carefully documented: church basement
excavated and furnace installed (1905); stained glass windows
installed (1914), parish hall added (1916); barn door altered (ca.
1921); choir stalls and arches behind the altar added (ca. 1938);
parish hall altered to include kitchen and Sunday school rooms
(1941). The building of NYS Route 97, in the late 1930s, lowered
the street level, and necessitated construction of steps leading .
from the street to the church and parsonage.

All buildings are in good condition.
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County and State

8. Statement of Signifi

cance

Applicable Naticnal Register Criteria .

(Mark an in one or more boxes fcr the critaria

qualifying the property for Naticnal Register

listing.)

[ ] A Property is associated with events that
have made a significant contrikuticn to
the broad patterns of cur history.

( ] B Prcperty is associated with the lives
of persons significant in cur past.

[X] C Property that embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, pericd, or
method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or pcssesses high
artistic values, or represents a signif-
icant and distinguishable entity whcse
components lack individual distinction.

{ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to
yield, information important in pre-
history or history. ~

(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

[X] A owned by a religious institution
or used for religious purpcses.

[ ] B removed from its original location.
[ ] C a birthplace or grave.
[ ] Da cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, cbject
or structure.

A[ ] F a commemorative property.

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or
achieved significance within
the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Area of Significance
(Enter categories frcm instructicns.)
Architecture

Pericd of Significance
1871-1916

Significant Dates
1871
1889

1916

Significant Person
(Camplete if Criterion B is marked
above.)

; N A

N A

Archi- ilder
Edgar G. DeForest (Parish Hall)

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibli

(Cite the bocks, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more

continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ ] preliminary determination of individual
listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by the
National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Iandmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American Building
Survey #

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:

[ ] State historic preservation
. office

Other State agency

Federal agency

Iocal government

University

Other

HHH'R'—"
e e ) e )

Name of repository:

National Park Service

Ipper HBélaware
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Significance Narrative

The Callicoon Methodist Church and Parsonage satisfies
Criterion C, Criteria Consideration A, for its significance as an
intact example of vernacular religious architecture in the Upper
Delaware Valley, from the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. The church ensemble consists of a frame church building
constructed in 1871 with Romanesque inspired details, a connected
church hall built in 1916, a parsonage built in 1889, and a
carriage barn built in 1894. The church itself is typical of
vernacular Protestant meeting houses of the post Civil War era in
rural New York, and is distinguished by its simple rectangular
massing, a projecting bell tower at the west facade, and modest
architectural details which conform to the religious fashions of
the period. The church is also noted for its late Victorian period
interior, modified in 1914 with the installation of stained glass
windows, but largely unaltered since. Overall, the church complex
appears much as it did during the growth years of the railroad boom

.in callicoon, and remains as one of the valley’s most distinctive
examples of vernacular church architecture.

The Callicoon Methodist Church is the largest of the commun-
ity’s Protestant congregations, and achieved early prominence in
the area through the success of the Methodist tradition of small
classes and circuit riding preachers. The origin of Callicoon’s
congregation dates back to 1831, when the first Methodist classes
were held at St. Tammany’s Flats, across the river from Callicoon.
Circuit riders served local classes at St. Tammany, and later at
Callicoon. 1In 1860, a church was formally organized at Callicoon,
and a building was erected on the flats near the confluence of the
Callicoon Creek and the Delaware River. In less than a decade, the
congregation, responding to the community’s railroad based expan-
sion, had outgrown its building. The church on the flats was sold
to the Roman Catholics in 1869, and work was begun on a new build-
ing, to be located on the hillside to the north. Until the new
building was completed, the congregations shared quarters, each
holding services in the old church on alternate Sundays; this began
a strong tradition of mutually supportive denominational churches
in the community, which continues today. The village cemetery now
occupies the property where the old church once stood.
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The new Methodist Church was dedicated in 1871. 1In 1889, the
parsonage was built next door. A barn was added five years later.
All three buildings are in use today. Reflecting the growth of the
congregation and accommodation to modern conveniences, a basement
was excavated and a furnace added in 1905, stained glass windows
were installed in 1914, and the barn was converted for use as a
garage ca. 1921. In the 1930s, when NYS Rte. 97 replaced the un-
paved village street, the grade was changed and front steps were
added to provide accessibility to church and parsonage. Reflecting
a greater emphasis on office work and in-office counseling, a
pastor’s study was added to the rear of the parsonage in the 1960s.

For both congregation and community, however, the most dram-
atic change took place in 1916, when the parish hall (then called
"The Community House") was added to the rear of the church. As
documented in its souvenir dedication program:

When the Rev. Robert Elliott Gardinor was appointed to the
Callicoon charge, April 1, 1916, he found, after a careful
survey, that the church building was inadequate for the needs
of the rapidly growing Sunday school, which in now the third
largest in the county . . . Moreover, there was no place in
the village for the young people to assemble . . .

Supporters from all denominations in the community contributed to
the project. One of the selling points was inclusion of "basket
ball facilities," since the local school did not, at that time,
have a gymnasium. By 1941, when the parish hall was renovated, the
school had a gymnasium. Upgraded kitchen facilities and new Sunday
School rooms were identified as the primary needs, and that was the
focus of the alterations. .
The Callicoon Methodist Church has traditionally been the
largest Protestant church in the Callicoon area. The parsonage
provides housing for the minister of a four-point charge, serving
Methodist Churches at Callicoon, Hankins, Fremont Center, and North
Branch. 1Its history has followed the history of the community at
large. The congregation was founded in the earliest days of the
settlement, serving a dispersed, largely agricultural community.
The railroad gave the hamlet its original name, Callicoon Depot,
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and was largely responsible for the growth of the community, and
consequently the growth of the church. The economic base feeding
its nineteenth and early twentieth century membership was dependent
upon railroad supported industries such as boarding houses and
creameries. All of the extant buildings on the church property
were built during the Erie Railroad and Callicoon's heyday: 1850-
1920.

The style and construction of these buildings is character-
istic of church and residential architecture in the study area

during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. The
parsonage and barn are vernacular buildings, with Italianate and
Queen Anne styles. The -church, with its prominent tower and

steeple, finely crafted architectural elements, and well maintained
condition, is one of the largest and most distinctive religious
buildings in the valley. Among the most notable of its architec-
tural elements are the pressed metal ceiling and varnished woodwork
in the sanctuary. The complex continues to evoke the feeling of
turn of the century rural America, as it was found in the Upper
Delaware Valley.
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10. Gecgraphical Data

Acreage of property

UIM References . .
(Place additicnal UIM references on a continuaticn sheet.)
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less than one acre

Zcne Easting Northing Zcne Easting Northing
e [ O (R T O O O A I = 250 I I N I N I B
Zcne Easting Northing Zcne  Easting Nerthing

Verbal Bourdary Descripticon

(Explain the boundaries of the property cn a contmuat cn sheet.)
Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/tltle Mary Curtis, Cultural Resources Specialist

organization _National Park Service cate 4/22/93

street & number _ygtional Park Service telephcne _ 717-729-7842

city or town __ Narrowsburg state NY zip code 12764

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Contimuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or
numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items

(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FFO.)

name Callicoon United Methodist Church
s’t;reet & number Rte. 97
city or town Callicoon state _NY  zip code _12723

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications
to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
deteitmine ellglblllty for listing, to list properties, and to amend e.x:.stmg listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to
average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering
and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regardlng
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washlngton, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reﬁuctlons Project (1024-0018), Washington,
DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of this site follow the property lines of lot #5,
tax map #15, Town of Delaware, Sullivan County, New York.
Boundary Justification

This boundary includes all buildings and features associated with

the Church Street site of the Callicoon Methodist Church. It is
the traditional boundary line for this property.
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Town of Delaware
Tax Map #15

Lot #15: Callicoon Methodist
Church (10504.000032) and
Rectory (10504.000033)

Sullivan Co,, New York
Historic & Architectural Resources of the
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CLASSIFICATION

—__count —__resource type

-—

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION A

FUNCTION

___historic ___current

DESCRIPTION

___architectural classification
___materials
—descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

—_summary paragraph
—_completeness

—clarity

___applicable criteria

—Justification of areas checked
—_relating significance to the resource
___context
—relationship of integrity to significance
— Jjustification of exception
___other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

—__acreage ___verbal boundary description
—UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

—sketch maps USGS maps photographs ___presentation
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to
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