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1. NEnne of Property
historic name Kate Annette Wetheril.1 F-cd-atia
other names/site number

2. location
street & 
city, town

Harbor Hill Rd.. south side not for cublication
Head of the Harbor I I vicinity

state New York code NY county Suffolk ode 103 zip code 11780

3. Classification
CXmership of property 
[X] private 
[ ]public-local 
[ ]public-state 
[ ]public-Federal

Category 
[ ]building(s) 
[X]district 
[ ]site 
[ ]structure 
[ ]object

Name of related multiple property 
listings;Stony Brook Harbor Estates

Number of resources within property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

3 ________buildings
1 _______ sites
2 _____  structures
0 ________objects
6 0 Total

Nunber of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0

4^ V 'tA 1 Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby certi^ that this [x] nomination [ ] request for determination of 
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set 
forth in 36 CER Part 60. In ny cpinion, this prxperty [x] meets [ ] does not meet the 

Register criteria. [ ] See continuation ^eet.

Datfe /
Preservation

In ny opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. 
[ ] See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other officicil Date

State or federal agency and bureau

5. National Service Certification
I hefety, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register.
[ ] See continuation ^eet.

[ ] determined eligible for the National 
Register.[ ] see continuation sheet. 

[ ] determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

[ ] removed from the National Register.
[ ] other, (ej^lain:)

f//?

signature of keeper Date of Action
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After the nomination was signed, an error was discovered in the 
number of contributing resources reported for this property. The 
correct information is as follows:

Number of contributing resources within property

Contributing
3
1
2
1
7

Noncontributing
0
0
0
0
0

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total



6. Ftmcticn car Use
Historic Function
(enter categories from intructions) 
DtaffiSTIC/sinqle dwelling

Current Functions
(enter categories frcm instructions) 
DCMESnc/sinale dwelling

7. Descripticn
Ardhitectural Clcissification 
(enter categories from instructions)
ColonieJ. Revivcil

Matericils (enter categories from instructions) 

stonefoundation 
walls ____ wood

roof _ 
other

cisbestos

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Kate Annette Wetherill estate is a 26.75-acre parcel situated near the intersection 
of Harbor Hill Road and Stony Brook Road overlooking the southern end of Stony Brook 
Harbor and within the village of Head of the Harbor. Ihe property is ccarposed of a 
large Colonial Revival style residence (1895), a punp house, a rose garden and stone 
piera with an iron ^te flanking the main estate entrance off Harbor Hill Road, all 
dating from the period of significance. A second set of surviving iron entrance gates 
(at Moriches Road) is not included because they are separated from the current property 
by a modem subdivision. There is also a contributing stone arch bridge near the rose 
garden; the bridge appears to have once carried a secondary entrance drive from the rear 
of ■^e prxjperty. Also extant and included (althou^ it has been converted for 
residential lose) is a shingled carriage bam contemporary with the estate house ard 
located on an adjacent partpel to the east. Finally, the nomination also includes a 
t\^story wood-frame superintendent's residence, located on the north side of Harbor 
^11 Road. The superintendent's cottage appears to pre-date the estate house but was 
incorporated into the estate and used during the period of significance. The original 
gardener's cottage, located on an adjacent parcel near the carriage house, is not 
incluided due to major alterations, vhich have substantially oanpromised its integrity. 
Althoui^ the original estate parcel has been subdivided, the estate setting is 
remarkably intact, with only a few lots on the south redeveloped with residences. The 
nominated parcel thus includes most of the original estate grounds and features. The 
large octagonal house retains its ocmmanding hill-top site overlooking the harbor, and 
the steep and wooded terrain preserves the overall appearance of the estate period. 
Eclectic in form but uinquestionably belonging to the architect's stylish Colonial 
Revival country house genre, the Stanford White-designed Wetherill house ranks as one of 
his more unusual designs but certainly one that is well adapted to its site.

The house is reached via a narrow drive entered off Harbor Road. The lane passes 
between stone piers, vhich retain their original iron gates, rising to a broad turn­
around on the south side of the structure that serves as the front elevation. The main 
block of the house is two stories in hei^t with a full attic formed of facade gables 
corresponding to its octagonal form. A large service wing projects to the east beneath 
a gable roof; two and one-half stories in hei^t, the wing takes advantage of a slii^t 
drop in grade and is svpported on a full story of stone. The vpper story of the wing 
^ the main block itself are wood shingled, vhereas the chimneys are of randcm stone 
like the foundation. Window sash are six-over-six; roof cornices are restrained with 
allied denticulation and small modillions; and the porch, which encircles the main 

elevations, is one story in height beneath a pitched roof supported on 
flu^ loiuc columns. The windows preserve louvered shutters. The front (south) facade 
i^lud^ three of the octagonal elevations as well as the projecting east service wing. 
The min bl^ is dominated by geometrical forms; the narrow front-facing center section 
of the famde is flanked by angled wall sections proclaiming the octagonal form, and 
each of pie three cinminates in a large, triangular facade gable set off by a heavy 
comice band of modillion blocks. A porch of one-story height echoes the angles of the

[X] See continuation sheet
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house form and a projecting stoop opposite the front door is roofed 
with a flattened gable above it. Aspects of the fenestration echo 
the geometry of the house block; round-headed attic windows are 
centered within each facade gable and topped with tiny square vents 
set within the angle of each peak, and graceful oval window openings 
filled with semi-circular tracery flank the front door. By 
contrast, the side service wing rises from a lower level on a full 
story of stone, its flat wall punctuated by conventional window 
openings and its straight-pitched roof interrupted only by attic 
windows that break the cornice. Early views of the house indicate 
that the wing was built with a lower roof, apparently in the gambrel 
form.
Originally painted a light color, the wall shingle is now unpainted 
and left to weather, while the wood trim is painted white. Window 
enframements are narrow and restrained. Projecting roof eaves and 
cornices carry applied moldings and denticulated bands or 
modillions, and the lower porch is supported on fluted Ionic columns 
clustered in three's at each angle of the facade. The porch railing 
is straight and undecorated; a widow's walk, which stretches between 
the peaks of the converging attic gables, employs slender newel 
posts topped with finials and railings that curve upward at each 
end.
Principal windows are nine-over-nine and the lower level windows of 
the service wing are twelve-over-twelve. The alternating Palladian- 
type or simply round-headed attic windows of the main block are also 
nine-oyer-nine in configuration, their upper lights conforming to a 
semi-circular shape. The main entrance is through a large two-panel 
door with narrow sidelights carrying delicate leaded tracery, and 
two oval windows are located on the walls at either side. The 
windows retain their louvered shutters.

The west side of the house continues the vocabulary of the south, 
with one of the octagonal elevations fronting on a sloping lawn and 
angled wall sections at either side. This side is strikingly 
simple. Its first story shingled wall is devoid of windows and the 
second and attic stories are defined only by widely spaced pairs of 
nine-over-nine or four-over-four sash. To heighten the effect of 
Its contrasting simplicity, the railing is stopped on undecorated 
newel posts providing a wide, low staircase descending to the lawn 
and a full view of the first floor wall. Elements such as the 
clustered Ionic porch columns, denticulated and modillioned cornices 
and louvered shutters are all nevertheless present and serve to
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lighten the overall effect of a facade that is dominated by blank 
stretches of wall centered on a massive stone chimney.
The north or water front is similar in feeling to the south, its 
three wall elevations dominated by the large, triangular facade 
gables rising above lower stories punctuated by shuttered windows 
and broad porches. The alternating use of a Palladian-type window 
for the center gable flanked by simpler round-headed sash mirrors 
the south side as well; however, the architect increased the number 
of second floor windows from two to four (proceeding from left to 
right) , thus introducing a subtle variation that reflected not so 
much room use but the all-important water view, which belongs to 
this side of the house. On the first floor, the center elevation 
features a door flanked by symmetrically arranged windows, each 
separated by engaged pilasters creating the effect of an elongated 
Classical Revival doorway. Also of interest is the subsumed 
northwest elevation, a feature that is repeated on the southwest 
side as well, and one generally associated with aspects of the 
transitional Shingle and Colonial Revival styles. Projecting to the 
east from the octagonal main house block is the service wing, which, 
as noted above, has been increased in height and modified by the 
infill of its original east porch. The wing is now nearly three 
full stories high, its third or attic level defined by a pair of 
windows flanking a prominent stone chimney centered on the wall. 
Originally gambrel-roofed and visibly lower than the main house, the 
wing now corresponds in height and form to one of the octagonal 
facade gables and employs a flat shingled wall and simple gable roof 
that contrast in their simplicity with the massing and ornament of 
the main block. The rubble stone chimney has been increased in 
height to accommodate the higher roof, although its lower section is 
unaltered. Its corresponding chimney, originally visible against 
the center of the east facade gable of the main block, now rises a 
short distance above the ridge of the service wing roof.

The east facade, always the service end, is unlike that of the main 
block in that it departs from the octagonal form and is simply a 
shingled elevation punctuated by a balanced arrangement of shuttered 
windows. Now nearly three stories in height, its ground floor is of 
rubble stone and its triangular gable end is boldly defined by 
returns, which continue the decorative modillions of the roof 
cornice. Comparison of the existing fabric with original views 
reveals that the earlier design had terminated in a subsumed porch 
beneath a projecting gambrel roof, and the present elevation is 
therefore larger and lacking in the relationship of mass to the main 
block intended by the architect.
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Interior features of significance include a center hall with 
staircase rising within the angled east facade, a large living room, 
which connects to the hall through wide sliding doors, and adjacent 
dining room and library, all retaining a wealth of period detail. 
What is perhaps most interesting is the architect's resolution of 
the octagonal form in plan, which is more pronounced on the second 
and attic stories due to the subsumed triangular sections of the 
first floor, which are not repeated above. The vaguely cruciform 
arrangement of principal rooms within the first floor of the main 
block results from the architect's artful subtraction of these two 
triangular spaces; the rooms, as a consequence, do not reflect the 
overall massing of the structure on the west side. The front 
(south) stair hall is entered via the two-paneled door, which is 
flanked by leaded sidelights and an interior screen of sidelights 
and a wide, center opening that mirrors the exterior wall 
arrangement. The staircase rises to the right (east) within the 
angled southeast elevation. Its boldly carved newel posts and 
turned balusters support a heavily molded railing, illustrating fine 
Colonial Revival craftsmanship. The staircase itself is narrow, but 
descends to widely extended lower treads, which overcompensate for 
the widths of the upper area. Lighting the first landing of the 
staircase and balanced by an identical feature on the opposite side 
of the front door is an oval, leaded window, which serves as a 
reminder of the prevailing geometry of the house.
A large living room is located north of the hall and reached via a 
wide, rectangular opening with sliding doors. The room is dominated 
by an imposing fireplace on the east wall flanked by fluted 
pilasters, which rise to join the denticulated cornice surrounding 
the room. An open beamed ceiling, typical of Colonial Revival 
design, is both decorative and structural in visual effect, and the 
wide archway to the hall is flanked by fluted pilasters identical to 
those of the fireplace. To the west of the living room lies the 
library, a relatively small but decorative room whose fireplace is 
centered against the west facade. The windows on the side walls of 
this room look out onto the porch; the chimney is flanked by built- 
in bookcases and its projecting chimney breast is decorated with 
applied classical ornament in bas relief.
The dining room is located on the east side of the main block within 
reach of the service wing; its woodwork is finished with stain and 
varnish applied to unpainted wood. The focal point in this room is 
the projecting fireplace on the east wall. Its front and sides are 
wood paneled and its mantel shelf is carved and returned against the 
sides of the chimneybreast.
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Of additional interest is the second floor plan, which organizes bed 
chambers, dressing rooms and bathrooms around an octagonal center 
hall. Steps rise against the side of this hall to the roof-top 
widow's walk, and an octagonal skylight filed with leaded glass 
lightens the hall below.

The property itself preserves the sloping lawn, which extends toward 
the harbor, a small octagonal pump house built of local glacial 
stones, iron gates and stone piers at the entrance to the drive, 
remnants of an octagonal rose garden believed to date from the 
original plan and a stone-arched bridge near the rose garden. Two 
other contributing resources are located on adjacent parcels: A 
stable/carriage house is of White's design as well. Polygonal in 
shape, it is sited into the hill that slopes to the east of the 
house, its upper level fronting west and its rear elevation rising 
three full stories. Wood-shingled and simply detailed, its exterior 
elevations appear intact. Across Harbor Road is a two-story frame 
residence that served as a superintendent's residence. This 
building appears to pre-date the Wetherill-White era; however, it 
was incorporated into the estate and actively used during the period 
of significance. A gardener's cottage also survives on a parcel 
adjacent to the carriage house; however, it has been substantially 
altered and no longer retains sufficient integrity to meet the 
National Register criteria; thus, its parcel was excluded from the 
district.



«- Rt-al-pment of Rirmifiranraf*
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to 
other prqperties: [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [x] locally
^plicable National Register Criteria [x] A [ ] B [x] C [ ] D

Criteria Considerations []A []B []C []D []E []F []G

Areeis of significance 
Architecture
Recreation
Social History

Period of Significance 
1895

Cultural Affiliation 
na

Significant Dates 
1895

Significant Person 
na_____________

Architect/Builder
Stanford White fMcKim, Mead and White)

State significance of property, and justi^ criteria, criteria considerations, and areas 
and periods of significance noted above.

The Kate Annette Wetherill estate, designed by Stanford White and built in 1895, is 
architecturally significant as a distinctive and hi^ily xinusual exairple of this master 
architect's country house genre. White designed this house for his sister-in-law, 
and White's own country estate. Box Hill, is located directly to the west of the 
Wetherill property. Both sites were chosen for their prominent hilltop positions 
overlooking Stony Brook Harbor, and it is from Stanford and Bessie Smith White that 
Wetherill acquired the land to build her house. While basically adhering to the 
Colonicd Revival vocabulary then in vogue. White's innovative use of an octagonal form 
w:^ ejperiin^tal in natmie and provided the architect with opportunities for exhibiting 
his creativity and proficiency as a designer. Despite its unusual design, however, the 
Wetherill hou^ is repre^tative of the Stony Brook Harbor estate type in scale, 
exterior detailing and siting, eis well eis its xase of porches, a leu::ge service wing eind 
interior spac^ oriented to entertaining and the lifestyle of its \pper-income 
occipants. Historically, the Wetherill estate represents the ti^tly knit social set of 
the locally prominent Smith family and their friencSs and associates, vho dominated the 
social scene on Stony Brook Hcu±or at the turn of the century and transformed its 
shoreline into a ring of notable estates during the period of significance. Kate 
Annette Wetherill descended from Richard Smith, the Patentee and founder of Smithtown, 
vho establi^ed large farms for himself and his heirs on the harbor in the seventeenth- 
century settlement period. In the late nineteenth century, together with her sisters 
and more distant Smith cousins, Kate Smith Wetherill reasserted the family's claim to 
the region, an activity that was greatly aided by the family's inheritance of the 
legendary Alexander T. Stewart fortune in 1890. Although widowed by 1886, Wetherill 
followed toe lead of her nwly affluent sisters and their circle of ipper-income friends 
by acquiring a prominent site on Stony Brook Harbor and establishing an inposing country 
house during toe heyday of estate development.
Kate Annette Smith was Judge J. Lawrence Smith's third dau^ter. Bom in 1852, she 
married the Rev. Joseph Bloomfield Wetherill in 1879. Three children were bom to toe 
couple prior to his decease in 1886: toe eldest, Cornelia Stewart, died in 1890 at age 

^ the youngest, Alexander Stewart, died in 1914, at toe age of twenty-nine. 
Isabella Macomb Wetherill, bom in 1883, inherited the house that her mother 
ccmmssioned after her own marriage in 1906 and toe decease of her mother in 1908. 
I^dition holds that toe unusual octagoneil form of the idiosyncratic house derived frxan 
toe relationship between Wetherill and her brother-in-law.

[X] See continuation sheet
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Local and family tradition holds that Stanford White and 
his sister-in-law, Kate Smith Wetherill, had a jocular and 
somewhat teasing — through very above board — relationship. 
When he was asked to design a summer house for her on property 
bought from the White's [sic], Stanford White said "I am 
going to design her the ugliest house you ever saw!" Whether 
this is apocryphal is unknown, but the house does have an 
ungainly appearance. It also certainly relates back to 
White's own Box Hill and its expansion with the string of 
gables. Perhaps White's remembering Kate Wetherill's joking 
about his series of gables decided him to show another way in 
which gables be used. In addition to relating back to White's 
own house, the Wetherill design is an amalgamation of the 
earlier more free resort style, with a new interest in 
formality. Covered with shingles, the basic form of the 
house is an octagon articulated on six faces by gables. A 
one story piazza surrounds the house at ground floor level.
On the interior, an octagonal central hall with balconies and 
a skylight is the major feature. Attached to the central 
mass is a service wing, originally one story in height, 
that was later raised. The interior, while having a 
spatial drama all its own, is ultimately confining and 
disorienting. Only at the ground floor, where the major 
sitting room doors open wide onto the hall, is there a 
sense of orientation (Wilson).

Highly eclectic in its combination of Colonial Revival vocabulary 
with an octagonal form, the Wetherill house is an exceptional 
document and a highly personal design indicative of the historical 
threads connecting the harbor area. Stanford White had married 
Wetherill's younger sister Bessie in 1884 and set to work on their 
nineteenth-century farmhouse, which the architect transformed into a 
lavish country place during the next two decades. The old Carman 
farm, on which the Whites located their estate, commanded panoramic 
views of Stony Brook Harbor; in fact, it was large enough for a 
portion to be separated off to the east and sold to Kate Wetherill, 
whose house was erected in 1895. Like the others around Stony Brook 
Harbor, the Wetherill estate was designed as a summer residence 
characteristic of its genre in the period of significance.

Stanford White, the renowned estate-era architect and locally 
significant figure (1853-1906), played a major part in the 
architectural and social scene of the harbor. White was a partner 
in the firm of McKim, Mead and White, and it was through McKim's
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chance connection with college friend Prescott Hall Butler that 
White was introduced to the local Smith clan and ultimately married 
the youngest of Judge J. Lawrence Smith's daughters in 1884. White 
was born in New York City, trained in the office of Gambrill and 
Richardson, and met Charles F. McKim on a European visit in 1878. 
Joining McKim and William Mead in partnership in 1880, White and his 
firm soon rose to prominence with such commissions as the Judson 
Memorial Church (1885), Washington Memorial Arch (1889), New York 
University Library (1900) and the widely acclaimed Madison Square 
Garden (1889), in which the architect maintained an apartment for 
entertaining his friends and guests. While achieving fame for their 
urban and civic projects, however, the firm undertook numerous 
estate and country house commissions as well, many of which were 
located on Long Island. In fact, it has been noted that:

...most of their work and their early reputation came 
from the design of wooden country houses for the 
resorts along the New Jersey Shore, in Newport and on 
Long Island. Their selection as architects for the 
Newport Casino (1879-1881)... indicates their early 
prominence. This design and simultaneous, if not 
earlier work, they — or at least McKim — did on Long 
Island has been popularly labeled by Vincent Scully, Jr. 
as "Shingle Style" in recognition of the wooden shingles 
that cover much of their exterior surfaces. At the time, 
though, in the late 1870s such buildings would not have 
been identified as the "Shingle Style" and instead known 
as either "Queen Anne" or "modernized colonial." They 
were attempts by McKim and his partners to create 
evocative images based upon the American past (Wilson).

The Wetherill estate house is a significant example of White's 
moderately scaled, wood-shingled "modernized colonial" idiom; unlike 
anything built before or since, it draws freely on traditional 
materials, details and forms (even the octagon itself had a long 
history in architectural practice, although it seems highly unlikely 
that White was influenced in its choice by the brief popularity of 
economical octagons promoted during the 1850s by Orson Squire Fowler 
and his contemporaries). Significant of White's regard for 
traditional American design and construction, his other Stony Brook 
Harbor projects were both alterations and expansions of pre-existing 
structures, one of which is the ancestral Smith family farmhouse 
known as Sherrewogue, remodeled for his brother- and sister-in-law, 
Devereux and Ella Smith Emmet.
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Like its°contfm^^^f>n "‘cf® ”^°destly scaled country house idiom, 
^ijce Its contemporaries on Stony Brook Harbor, the Weth^ri 11

^ most significant secondary support structure a 
stable/carriage house, is also of White's design. It survives and

^°^i*^^tion. Other extant estate features are 
Sardln^^a house, the remains of an octagonal rose

bridge and the entrance piers with aate all idently of White's design and related to his design for the housecottage is also included. This^is a large two-
The ^he opposite side of Harbor Road.The residence appears to pre-date the Wetherill era; however it wasL"gni?f°anlef'' the%%"ilod "ol
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[X] See continuation sheet

Verbcil Boundary Description

Ihe nomination boundary is indicated by a heavy line on the enclosed map with scale.

[ ] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The ncmination boundeury was drawn to include as much of the original estate as retained 
integril^. The original 35-acre parcel has been scxnevAiat reduced through residential 
subdivision, with the ncanination boundary encompassing about 27 acres. The nominated 
property is hi^y intact to the estate period, including estate house, dependencies and 
grounds.

[ ] See continuation ^eet
11. Form Prepared By
name/title OCMTACT; Kathleen LaFrank - see continuation sheet_______
organization Division for Historic Preservation date July 1992 
street & number ESP, Building #1 
city or town _ Albany

telejiione 
state NY

518-474-0479
zip code 12238-0001
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