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properties or districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item 
by mar]dng "x" in the appropriate box or by entering information requested. If an item 
does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For 
functions, architectural classifications, materials, and areas of significance, enter 
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narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word 
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1- Name of Property
historic name FELfl’ OCXtRTRTirMF; GEMERAL STORE

Other names/site nuniber

2. location

street & number 6452 Victor^fanchester Rd fRoute 96^ [ ] not for publication
town Victor [ ] vicinity

state New York code county Ontario 14564
1 Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomiination [ ] request for 
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
prcperties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural 
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinicxi, the 
prcperty [X] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] 
statewide [X] legally.] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

for
of certifying

Preservation
ficial

State or Federal agency and bureau
In iry opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register 
criteria. ([ ] See continuation ^eet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or federal agency and bureau
4. Naticnal Ps^ric Service Oertification tataroo. lu
I h&:^by, certify that this prcperty is: [^J'^tered in the National Register.

[ ] See continuation sheet.
[ ] determined eligible for the National 

Register.[ ] see continuation sheet. 
[ ] determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

[ ] removed from the National Register.
[ ] other, (ejplain;)

of kee ' UetS^bf Action



Ncime of Property: Felt nSHhi *>gtone General Store 
5. dassificgtion

and State; Oo. NY

Ownecship of Property 
(Check as mary 
boxes as c^ly)

[X] private 
[ ]public-local 
[ ]public-state 
[ ]public-Federal

category of Property 
(check only one box)

Ntmter of Pesouroes within Property 
(do not inclijde previously listed 

resources in the count)

[X]building(s) 
[ ]district 
[ ]site 
[ jstructure 
[ ](±)ject

Contributing 
______1

Noncontributing
1

Name of related mil tipi e property 
listings (enter "N/A" if prc^^erty is 
not part of a multiple property listing)

o»>i*>*>tcne Arrhit-pirture of New York State

.buildings 
sites 
structures 
(Ejects

11Total 
Mmber of cxxitributing resouroes previously 
listed in the Ifeticnal Ragister

6. Function or Use
Historic Flmction
(enter categories from instructions)

current Functions
(enter categories from instructions)

OOMMEIE?CE; store store

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

MID-19TH CENTORY; GFiKFK NFVIVAL

IfafHgfnal IS
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation CcApblestone; fieldstone 
walls cPRRTFsrraJE

roof _ 
other

shingles

Ifeuxative Description
(describe the historic and current ocndition of the property on one or more 
continuation sheets.)



0MB No. 1024-0018, NPS Form
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Felt Cobblestone Store 
Victor, Ontario County
Section 7 page 1

DESCRIPTION
The Felt Cobblestone General Store (late 1830s) is located on the 
north side of State Route 96 in the hamlet of East Victor in the 
town of Victor in northwestern Ontario County. (Other than the New 
York State Thruway, Route 96 is the only primary east-west 
thoroughfare through northern Ontario County.) Once a quiet rural 
farming community, Victor is now a heavily developed suburban 
bedroom community serving the city of Rochester in nearby Monroe 
County. During most of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. East Victor was a crossroads hamlet centered around the 
intersection of McMahon and East Victor Roads with Route 96 at Mud 
Creek. Although a few scattered older buildings survive in the 
hamlet, most of the community itself has been engulfed by a variety 
of modern commercial, residential and professional development.
The store is located at the heart of the historic core of the hamlet 
and is situated on a 72' x 96' lot on the northwest corner of the 
intersection of McMahon Road and Route 96. The boundary is drawn to 
coincide with historic and current legal lot lines of the property. 
The building sits close to both roads. Small paved and gravel 
parking lots are located west of the store. A large, late 
nineteenth/early twentieth century barn is located on the same 
parcel behind (north of) the store. Because no direct historical 
association between the barn and store is known, the barn is a non­
contributing component of the nomination.
The store is a two-story, three-bay, gable-roofed building with its 
gable end oriented southward toward Route 96. Built into a hill, 
the building is exposed one full story on the northwest corner. The 
walls are built of irregularly shaped, multi-colored, 2 1/2" - 3 
1/2" field cobbles laid four stones per quoin on the front and side 
elevations, and three cobbles per quoin on the rear elevation. 
Horizontal and vertical mortar joints feature the typical "V"-shaped 
tooling. Limestone quoins (of the standard 12" x 6" x 18" 
dimension) articulate the corners of the building. The gable roof 
is clad with modern asphalt shingles and features a simple wooden 
cornice with prominent returns. The basement/foundation on the 
east, west and south elevations is of cut stone; the basement level 
on the north elevation is of large, rough field cobbles.

The three-bay, center-entrance front facade features a finely 
crafted, cut limestone storefront with wide piers resting on a 
watertable and supporting a wide entablature. Storefront windows 
contain two-over-two, double-hung sash and are ornamented with 
molded wood reveals and panels. (The wrought-iron window
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balustrades are recent additions.) The center entrance features a 
deeply recessed, paneled double-door within modern aluminum storm 
doors. Second-story windows contain twelve-over-twelve, double-hung 
sash and have limestone lintels and sills. (Modern aluminum storm 
windows have been added.) A semi-elliptical wood louver with 
limestone trim is located in the apex of the front gable end. A 
raised concrete platform spans the front facade; this early 
twentieth century addition replaced an older wooden platform.
Fenestration on the north (rear) facade is symmetrical and features 
two full-sized windows at the basement, first, and second stories 
and two small windows at the attic story. East and west (side) 
elevations are mostly blind. There is one irregularly placed 
second-story window on the east elevation and an irregularly placed 
second-story window and a door on the west elevation. A modern 
frame vestibule on the west elevation provides access to the rear of 
the first story.
The interior survives substantially intact. Still serving as 
commercial space, the first floor contains a single, large front 
public room for the display of goods and a small rear room used for 
storage and office space related to the operation of the store. The 
second story, which originally contained additional commercial 
space, has been converted into an apartment.
The late nineteenth/early twentieth century barn is a large, two- 
story, frame building with a fully exposed rear (west) fieldstone 
basement. The building is sheathed with vertical board siding and 
features irregular fenestration. Most windows contain eight-over­
eight, double-hung sash. For the purpose of the present nomination, 
the barn does not contribute to the significance of the property 
according to the areas of significance or the period of significance 
defined for the cobblestone store. However, if and when a 
comprehensive survey of the East Victor is completed, the barn may 
be found eligible in the local context.



Name of Property; Felt Cobblestone General Store 
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qi^li^ing the prc^jerty for National Register 
listing.)
[ ] A Property is associated with events that 

have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history.

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives 
of persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property that embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses hi^ 
artistic values, or represents a signif­
icant and distin^ishable entity v^ose 
ccarponents lack individual distinction.

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to 
yield, information important in pre­
history or history.

Criteria Gonsideraticns
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that ajply.)
[ ] A owned by a religious institution 

or used for religious purposes.
[ ] B removed from its original location.
[ ] C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.
[ ] E a reconstructed building, object 

or structure.
[ ] F a ccsnmemorative property.

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or 
achieved significance within 
the past 50 years.

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Period of Significance

ca. late 1830s

significant r>at-#ag

ca. late 1830s

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked
above.)

cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
9. Major Biblioorarbiral References
Bibliogrcphy
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more 
continuation ^eets.)
Previcxis documentation on file (NFS): Primary location of atViitiiTOi data:

] preluninary determination of individual 
listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 

[ ] previously listed in the National Register 
[ ] previously determined eligible by the 

National Register
[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark 
[ ] recorded by Historic American Building 

Survey #_

[

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record #

State historic preservation 
office 

[ ] Other State agency 
[ ] Federal agency 
[ ] Local government 
[ ] University 
[ ] Other
Name of repository:
Division for Historic Preservation
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SIGNIFICANCE
The Felt Cobblestone General Store (ca. late 1830s) is 
architecturally significant as a largely intact example of the 
cobblestone method of construction in New York State and as a rare 
surviving example of commercial architecture in East Victor. The 
store embodies the distinctive characteristics of the cobblestone 
method of construction in the use of field cobbles laid in 
horizontal rows and bonded with limestone mortar, the use of 
limestone quoins to decorate and stabilize the corners of the 
building and the use of limestone lintels to ornament and reinforce 
the door and window openings. Typical of vernacular cobblestone 
buildings executed during the Middle Period (ca. 1835 - ca. 1845) of 
this particular method of construction, the store features medium­
sized (2 1/2” - 3 1/2”), irregularly shaped, variously colored field 
cobbles laid four cobbles per 12” quoin on the front facade and side 
elevations and three cobbles per quoin on the rear elevation. Both 
the horizontal and vertical joints are carefully articulated with 
”V”-shaped tooling as is typical of Middle Period cobblestone 
construction techniques.

The Felt Cobblestone Store is one of approximately 101 extant 
cobblestone buildings in Ontario County, approximately 16 of which 
are located in Victor (town and village). In terms of its 
cobblestone masonry, the Felt Store is a relatively common, 
vernacular example of this method of construction in Ontario County 
in its use of variously colored, medium-sized field cobbles laid 
four cobbles per quoin on the front facade. However, in other 
respects, particularly in its finely crafted limestone storefront, 
the building is a highly sophisticated example of early nineteenth 
century cobblestone architecture.

In a statewide context, the Felt store is one of approximately 20 
cobblestone commercial buildings in New York. Of these 20, 
approximately six served as stores, six were taverns, four were 
blacksmith shops, two were carriage shops, one was a warehouse and 
one was an offices. Other than its use of cobblestone as a building 
material, the Felt store (as well as all the other cobblestone 
commercial buildings) is like any other early to mid-nineteenth 
century general store in its siting at the center of the village (or 
any other relatively densely settled community), its large, open 
first-story space for commercial transaction, and its secondary 
upstairs space for auxiliary commercial, storage or residential use. 
Cobblestone commercial buildings were built in the smaller villages 
and hamlets where the construction materials were abundant and 
relatively inexpensive. They were never built in the larger urban
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areas. Compared to the other six cobblestone stores in New York, 
the Felt Store is among the best, most intact examples of the type, 
partly because of its overall integrity and partly because of its 
finely crafted limestone storefront.

In the local context, the Felt store is also significant as a rare 
surviving example of early nineteenth century architecture in East 
Victor. It is one of the few intact historic buildings in this 
crossroads hamlet, which began as a small milling community along 
Mud Creek. By 1874 the small, yet prosperous, hamlet boasted a saw 
mill, a grist mill, the Felt general store, another store, a school 
and more than a dozen dwellings (Atlas of Ontario Countv. p. 79) . 
Title research suggests that the store was built between 1836, when 
Jabez Felt bought the property, and 1841, when the property and 
several other buildings were sold to settle the debts of Charles S. 
Felt upon his death. Between 1841 and 1907 there were nine deed 
transfers, but from 1907 to 1973 the store remained the property of 
the Goldfarb/Braiman family.

Although a comprehensive survey of the hamlet has not been 
conducted, it appears that the Felt Store is one of the oldest 
extant buildings in the community, and is certainly one of the most 
intact of the historic building stock. In terms of its form, 
massing and decorative detailing, the building is also significant 
as a rare surviving example of late Federal/early Greek Revival 
style architecture. It embodies the distinctive regional features 
of the period and style in its two-story, rectangular, gable-roofed 
form with gable end toward the street, its simple wood cornice with 
prominent returns, its three-bay, center-entrance facade, its 
storefront with Doric-inspired piers supporting a wide, 
unembellished entablature, and its Adamesque, louvered fan in the 
front gable end.
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CANANDAIGUA, NY 14424 
(716) 396-4034 aHE

ill
Ms. Nancy Todd
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau 
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza 
Albany, NY 12238

Dear Ms. Todd: ■

I am in receipt of your notices of the nomination of the 
following properties to the State and National Registers 
of Historic Places:

Felt Cobblestone General Store 
6452 Route 96 
Victor, NY

i: Vi

Harmon Cobblestone Farmhouse 
983 Smith Rd 
Phelps, NY ;■ a :■

First Baptist Church of Phelps I,
26 Church St

k
■■ T

m

Phelps, NY
- - ■ -e- .

Cobblestone Railroad Pumphouse 
County Road #42 
Victor, NY

Dist. #7 Cobblestone Schoolhouse 
236 High Street Ext.
Victor, NY

I would add the endorsement of this office to the 
nominations and hope that they would be listed.

As a point of interest, could you tell me who submitted 
the nomination papers? I am trying to maintain as complete a 
file as possible on the Register. As part _Qf^that file I 
would like to provide future researchers with a local source 
of information on t)ie application proces.s including the 
person or group which submitted the nomination. Any 
information would be appreciated.

•
■i

r i
Sinc^ely,

^■S

Preston E. Pierce 
County Historian

■ ' -H

. . . •
•<
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Ma. Nancy Todd
Hti>tofu.c PKt6eAvation Tldid Sqaoa,cc& Buazou
New Vo^k State O^^ice o^ PoAki, RecAeatton and Ht&tofUc PAeseAvatCon 
GoveAnoA Nelson A. Roake^etteA EmptAe State Plaza 
Albany, New ^oAk 12238 mm
VeoA Ma. Todd,

The Town oi VtctoA pleaded that the State Review BooAd o^ the 
National and State Register o^ Hl&toAlc Places has nominated 
The Cobblestone RallAoad Pumphouse, the Vl&tAlct 7 Cobblestone 
Schoolhouse, and the Pelt Cobblestone GeneAol StoAe to be poAt 
0({ the iedenal and state goveAnmentd' official lists o^ hlstoAcc 
pAopeAtles woAthy o^ pAeseAvatlon.

The Cobblestone RallAoad Pumphouse, County Road 42, VlctoA, 
OntoAlo County, New VoAk, Is unique In that It Is AepoAtedly 
the oldest standing AallAoad building In New VoAk State and 
second oldest In the United States.

Two cobblestone pAivles at the VlstAlct 7 Cobblestone Schoolhouse, 
236 High StAeet Extension, VlctoA, OntoAlo County, New VoAk, make 
this schoolhouse o^ hlstoAccal significance.

The distinct aAchltectuAal featuAes of the cuts tone and entablatuAes 
of the Pelt Cobblestone GeneAol StoAe, 6452 Route 96, VlctoA,
OntoAlo County, New VoAk, make this stAuctuAe woAthy of Aecognltlon.

Cobblestone stAuctuAes oAe unique and Indlglnous to westeAn New 
VoAk State. AppAoxlmately 800 cobblestones have been Identified 
In the United States. Of those 800, about 100 oAe In OntoAlo 
Couyty, and fifteen of those oAe In the Town of VlctoA. The 
nominations AcpAesent the chaAacteAlstlcs of cobblestone 
constAuctlon and oAe a good AepAesentatlve sampling. These and 
any of the cobblestones nominated should be accepted because of 
thelA uniqueness and Inability to be Aepllcated. The nominations 
have been maintained to pAeseAve the IntegAity of cobblestone 
masonAy and aAchltectuAal style. They should, theAefoAe, be 
Aecognlzed and be poAt of the National and State Regis teas of 
HlstoAlc Places.

VouAs tAuly, i

Babette HubeA 
VlctoA Town His to Alan

xc: Ua. Kenneth R. blllson, SupeAvlsoA 
Hs. Jane Luce, VlAectoA of Development


