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3. State/Federal Agency Certification
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properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
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. Function or Use
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(enter categories from instructions)
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DOMESTIC; single dwelling
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MID-19th CENTURY; Greek Revival
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Narrative
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foundation
walls
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other
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DESCRIPTION

The Daniel Supplee Cobblestone House is located on the west side of
Dundee-Himrod Road just north of the village of Dundee in the rural
town of Starkey in southeastern Yates County. The former farmhouse
and non- contrlbutlng garage are located on a l1l.5-acre parcel
surrounded in all directions by cultivated land. A severely
deterlorated barn, once a part of the extensive Supplee farmstead,

is located across the street; due to lack of phy51cal integrity, in
addition to being under separate ownership, the barn is not included
in the present nomination. The topography of the area is relatively
hilly. Lawns dotted with mature deciduous trees surround the house.
A long, curving macadam driveway runs along the south side of the
house, providing access to the garage slightly behind and south of
the main house. Because virtually all of the historic farm
dependencies have been lost and most of the once-extensive farm is
no longer directly associated with the farmhouse, only the 1.5 acres
presently associated with the cobblestone building are included in
the nomination. (It is beyond the scope of the present nomination
to evaluate the former farm for its possible significance under
criterion A in the area of agriculture.)

The house, built during the 1830s and remodeled sometime before
1876, began as a vernacular, L-shaped late Federal/early Greek
Rev1va1 farmhouse constructed of variously colored and 1rregularly
shaped field cobbles laid four stones per quoin. Built into a steep
hillside, the house is two stories tall on the north side and two
and one-half stories tall (i.e., with a fully exposed basement) on
the south side. The cobblestone superstructure rests on a parged
fieldstone foundation. 1Its early nineteenth century origin is
reflected in the two-story, three-bay, side-hall form with one-story
side wing, trabeated front entrance with half 51de11ghts and a
transom light, louvered, semi-elliptical fanlight in the front gable
end, six-over-six, double -hung sash windows, and simply tooled
llmestone lintels and sills. Its late nineteenth century
"modernization" is reflected in the broad overhanglng eaves of the
gable roof, the elaborate brackets along the wide frieze, the
Victorian porch at the front entrance and the wrap-around verandah
across the front and side elevations of the side and rear wings.
The porch and verandah retain their original decorative woodwork,

including ornate columns, segmentally arched friezes with scallop
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trim and denticular cornices. (The balustrade of the verandah is a
non-contributing twentieth century addition.) The original
decorative brick chimneys from the Victorian era have been replaced
by simple brick chimneys during the twentieth century.

The rear wing, probably added during the Victorian era remodeling,
is a one-story, gable-roofed frame ell extending from the southeast
corner of the side wing. The ell rests on a raised stone foundation
and is sheathed with clapboard siding. Like the early nineteenth
century cobblestone sections of the house, the rear wing has broadly
projecting, bracketed eaves.

The primary spaces on the interior of the cobblestone main block
recall the farmhouse's early nineteenth century origin, with a
variety of simple, Greek Revival features such as molded trim around
door and window openings (some with bold corner blocks) and the
original staircase with narrow, square balusters, a simple rail and
a turned newel post. Wall-to-wall carpeting covers the original
wide plank floor boards. The rear wing has been modernized over the
years and no longer retains any historic fabric.

The farm dependencies once associated with the extensive Supplee
holdings no longer survive, with the exception of a severely
deteriorated barn across the street and under separate ownership.
The only other feature included in the nomination is a large, non-
contributing four-bay garage dating from the twentieth century. The
rectangular building is constructed of concrete blocks and is
surmounted by a gable roof sheathed with modern asphalt shingles.
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Daniel Supplee Cobblestone Farmhouse, built durlng the 1830s and
remodeled sometime before 1876, is architecturally significant as a
largely intact example of the cobblestone method of construction in
New York State, and as a representative example of mid-nineteenth
century vernacular Federal/Greek Revival style rural domestic
architecture in the Finger Lakes Region. The former farmhouse
embodies the dlstlnctlve characteristics of the cobblestone method
of construction in the use of medium-sized field cobbles (2 1/2" -
3*) laid in horlzontal rows and bonded with limestone mortar, the
use of limestone quoins to decorate and stabilize the corners of the
building and the use of limestone lintels to ornament and relnforce
the door and window openings. Believed to have been built in the
1830s, the Supplee house can be categorized as either a late Early
Period building (ca. 1825 - ca. 1835) or an early Middle Period
bu11d1ng (ca. 1835 - ca. 1845) because of its 1rregularly shaped,
variously colored stones laid four cobbles per 12" quoin on the
front facade and three cobbles per quoin on the side elevations.
The relatively crude masonry treatment (e.g., the comparatively
1arge, rough stones, the 51mp1e horizontal mortar treatment and the
unarticulated vertical mortar joints) suggests that the house is a
fairly early manifestation of the cobblestone building technique in
Yates County.

The Supplee house is one of nine extant cobblestone bulldlngs in
Yates County, eight of which survive intact and are included in the
present Multiple Property Submission. The other seven are the Bates
Farmhouse (ca. 1836), the Barden Farmhouse (ca. 1843), the William
Nichols Farmhouse (ca. 1844), the Jephtha Earl Farmhouse (ca.
1850s/1860s), the Angus Farmhouse (ca. 1831-34), the Young-Leach
Farmhouse (ca. 1836) and the Dr. Henry Spence Farmhouse (ca. 1848).
(The ninth extant cobblestone building, the Olney-Royal Farmhouse
[ca. 1835], is in the process of being remodeled; the present
alterations have severely compromlsed the physical integrity of the
former vernacular, Early Period farmhouse.)

Both the Robert Roudabush Inventory and Carl Schmidt's Cobblestone
Masonry (1966) identified eleven extant cobblestone buildings in
Yates County, two of which no longer survive: the Noble-Preston
House (Schmidt, page 207) on the east shore of Canandalgua Lake in
Benton and Dlstrlct #5 Schoolhouse (Schmidt, page 208) in Potter.
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The eight surviving, intact farmhouses can be categorized into
groups according to the levels of sophistication displayed in their
cobblestone masonry; these groups generally parallel the Early,
Middle and Late Periods as outlined by renowned cobblestone scholar
Carl F. Schmidt in his Cobblestone Architecture (1944) and
Cobblestone Masonry (1966). As Schmidt notes, these periods tend to
be fluid and overlapping; an "unsophisticated" later building can
look just like an earlier building and a "sophisticated" earlier
building can easily be mistaken for a later building. Other
features of the building and the history of the area are often
better indicators of the exact period of the building. Nonetheless,
for purposes of comparison, the buildings can be grouped as follows.
Early, relatively roughly executed, vernacular cobblestone dwellings
include the Bates, Barden and Supplee houses; they feature
irregularly shaped, sized and colored stones laid three or four
cobbles per quoin. The Angus and Young-Leach houses also feature
relatively irregular field cobbles, but they are particularly
distinguished in their herringbone masonry pattern. Built during
the 1830s, neither the Angus nor the Young-Leach house features the
highly sophisticated, finely crafted herringbone articulation
characteristic of later cobblestones. Nonetheless, they are notable
for their early embodiment of the technique in the statewide
context; furthermore, they are the only examples of the technique in
the local context. (There is only one other example of the
herringbone technique in Yates County: It is the small cobblestone
smokehouse associated with the William Nichols Farmhouse.) The
Nichols and the Earl houses represent more highly sophisticated
masonry techniques associated with the later Middle and Late
Periods: both feature small, nearly perfectly matched reddish, oval,
lake-washed cobbles set at an angle and laid six cobbles per quoin.
Joint work in the mortar is meticulously articulated. The anomalous
Spence house features relatively small, even stones, but they are
laid without the careful attention displayed in the Nichols and Earl
houses and are set within an excess of unarticulated mortar, giving
the otherwise large and grand house a rather vernacular character
overall.

The Supplee House is also architecturally significant as a
representative example of nineteenth century rural domestic
architecture in Yates County. It began as a typical late
Federal/early Greek Revival style vernacular dwelling, as reflected
in the standard two-story, three-bay, side-hall main block with one-
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story side ell, the medium pitched gable roof, the six-over-six,
double-hung windows with simple wooden trim and massive stone
lintels, the Federal inspired louvered lunette in the front gable
end, the Federal style entrance details (e.g., fluted pilasters,
narrow transom and half-sidelights) and interior woodwork
(especially in the front hall). At some point during the Civil War
era, broadly projecting bracketed eaves were added. A wrap-around
verandah was added to the front and side elevations of the side ell
and a hip-roofed entrance portico was added to the front facade of
the main block. The details of the verandah and front portico are
virtually identical, clearly suggesting the same date of
construction. However, the illustration in the 1876 Combination
Atlas and Map of Yates County depicts the side verandah but not the
front porch. Artistic license may have been taken in the 1876
illustration, but additional research must be conducted to clarify
the exact dates of the verandah and front porch. For the purposes
of the present nomination, however, both elements are significant
reminders of late nineteenth century, Picturesque building fashions
in the region.

The massive barn depicted in the 1879 illustration has lost too much
physical integrity to be included in the present nomination. (The
barn, located northeast of the former farmhouse across Dundee-Himrod
Road, is currently under separate ownership.) It is not clear how
many other dependencies were ever associated with the Supplee farm.
Currently, there are no other extant historic support structures
associated with the house; the only other element on the nominated
property is a large, non-contributing garage.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the property coincide with the legal lot lines presently associated
with the nominated resources as identified on the attached county tax map.

Boundary Justification
See item 7, Description
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March 3, 1992

Orin Lehman, Commissioner

State Historic Preservation Officer

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
The Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza
Agency Building 1

Albany NY 12238-0001

Dear Mr. Lehman:

The Yates County Planning Board recommends State and National
Registration of the historic sites listed on the enclosed sheet.
The Planning Board finds that the distinctive construction method
of these cobblestone farmhouses makes them unique in both New
York and the nation.

Not only are these cobblestone structures important to the state
and the nation, but they are an important component of Yates
Counties unique rural character. It is the Planning Boards
policy to give historical sites special consideration in the
planning process.

Listing on the State and National Historic Registries will give
these cobblestone structures the recognition they very much
deserve.

Sincerely,

i Dl

Amy/ R. Dlug
Planner, on behalf of the Yates County Planning Board

enc.
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