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DESCRIPTION
The Jephthah Earl Cobblestone Farmhouse (ca. 1850s/60s), an elegant, 
gentleman's farmhouse, is located on the west side of Old State Road 
in the rural town of Benton in northeast Yates County. Old State 
Road was once the primary north-south thoroughfare in this section 
of Yates County, meandering along the west shore of Seneca Lake 
roughly one-half mile inland. Most of Old State Road was 
straightened and widened during the early twentieth century to 
become State Route 14. In some sections, however, particularly 
where Old State Road was especially crooked, a newer, straighter 
path was surveyed for Route 14 and the "abandoned" segments of the 
old road became secondary, underutilized roads. Such is the case 
with that section of Old State Road on which the Earl House is sited 
- while the house was originally one of the most prominent landmarks 
along the heavily travelled thoroughfare, it has now been relegated 
to a nearly obscure placement on a narrow side road nearly one- 
quarter mile west of the new Route 14 and is easily missed by 
passersby.
Once many hundreds of acres in extent, the Earl estate has been 
greatly reduced during the twentieth century by subdivision. The 
extensive barn complex to the north of the house has been lost, as 
has Earl's bustling landing on Seneca Lake several thousand feet to 
the east (see illustrations 1 and 2 from the 1876 Combination Atlas 
Map of Yates County) . All that survives of Earl's once extensive 
holdings is the main house on a 3.1-acre corner lot at the 
intersection of Earl's Hill Road with Old State Road. (The boundary 
of the nominated property has been drawn to coincide with the legal 
lot lines of the 3.1 acre parcel currently associated with the 
former farmhouse.) The topography of the nominated property is 
hilly as the land climbs westward away from the low, flat shore of 
Seneca Lake. The front and side yards feature well-landscaped lawns 
and carefully planned twentieth century plantings, recalling the 
historic character of the property as a finely manicured gentleman's 
estate as opposed to a modest vernacular farmstead. Immediately 
behind the house, the land ascends sharply to the west. Further 
west and south are cultivated fields. There are no other buildings 
in the immediate vicinity, although there are several modern and 
altered older residences scattered along Old State Road to the north 
and some old farmhouses along Earl's Hill Road to the west.



r

OMB No. 1024-0018, NFS Form
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Jephtha Earl Cobblestone Farmhouse 
Benton, Yates County
Section 7 page 2

The house, built ca. 1850/60, is one of the most elaborate, finely 
crafted cobblestones in Yates County. It is constructed of tiny, 
reddish, oval-shaped cobbles laid six stones per quoin on the front 
(east) facade of the main block, five cobbles per quoin on the front 
facades of the side wings, and five cobbles per quoin on the side 
elevations of the main block and side wings. The rear elevation of 
all sections feature less evenly colored and variously shaped stones 
laid four cobbles per quoin. Tooled limestone quoins articulate the 
corners of the main block and side wings.
In form, massing and style, the house is a complex, asymmetrical 
arrangement of components designed in the Italianate idiom. The 
main block is a two-story, L-shaped mass with a cross-gable roof. A 
one and one-half story, two-bay wing extends to the north and 
several one and one and one-half story wings extend to the rear. 
The entire building is encircled by a wide wooden entablature 
ornamented with bold, simple brackets. All gable ends are 
pedimented and are ornamented with slightly recessed triangular 
panels which echo the pediments. The two-bay wide, upright section 
of the main block features paired, floor-length windows on both the 
first and second stories; each pair is surmounted by a massive stone 
lintel. The illustration in the 1876 Yates County atlas shows a 
second-story balcony as well as a simple balustrade across the first 
story; neither of these elements survive. The two-story, one-bay 
south ell of the main block contains the main entrance to the house. 
This entrance is composed of a single wooden doorway sheltered by an 
entrance porch. The porch features an Egyptian inspired column with 
lotus capital supporting a full entablature embellished with 
brackets.
The one and one-half story, two-bay south wing is spanned by a porch 
which also features Egyptian-inspired columns and a bracketed 
cornice. A secondary entrance and a six-over-six, double-hung 
window are located on the east (front) facade of the wing, and a 
projecting bay with a bracketed cornice is located on the south side 
of the wing.

The one-story, one-bay wide north wing features a six-over-six, 
double-hung window on the front elevation and a window and door on 
the north side. (This door originally would have provided access to 
the farmyard.) A long, narrow rear kitchen wing, oriented on a 
north-south axis, is attached to the west elevation of the main
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block and south wing via a shallow, two-story hyphen. A small frame 
entrance vestibule is attached to the rear of the kitchen wing. 
(Because the present-day driveway approaches the building from the 
rear, this rear door now serves as the primary entrance to the 
house.)
The interior features survive with a high degree of integrity of 
design, materials and craftsmanship. Room configurations are 
intact, as are most original moldings, irregular pine plank floors 
and plaster walls and ceilings. Doors and windows are surrounded by 
shouldered and battered architraves, recalling the Greek Revival 
era. The original, gracefully curved staircase with turned 
balusters and a mahogany rail and newel post also survives intact.
Virtually all historic outbuildings once associated with the 
extensive Earl estate have been lost. Presently there is a modern, 
non-contributing frame garage located on the property. The two- 
stall, gable-roofed garage is situated behind the house at the end 
of the driveway. Just beyond the lot line presently associated with 
the nominated house is an old frame barn which may once have been a 
part of the farm complex. However, it is visually and physically 
separated from the house by thick foliage. Furthermore, the exposed 
north end of the barn is presently oriented toward and used by the 
adjacent neighbors. Therefore, it can no longer be considered a 
contributing dependency of the cobblestone house.
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SIGNIFICANCE
The Jephtha Earl Cobblestone Farmhouse (ca. 1850s/60s) is 
architecturally significant as a highly intact example of the 
cobblestone method of construction in New York State and as a 
distinguished example of Victorian era rural domestic architecture 
in the Finger Lakes Region. The former gentleman's farmhouse 
embodies the distinctive characteristics of the cobblestone method 
of construction in the use of small, reddish, lake-washed cobbles 
laid in horizontal rows and bonded with limestone mortar, the use of 
limestone quoins to decorate and stabilize the corners of the 
building and the use of limestone lintels to ornament and reinforce 
the door and window openings. Typical of the Late Period (ca. 1845 
- ca. 1860) of this particular method of construction, the building 
features regularly shaped, evenly colored, oval stones laid six 
cobbles per 12" quoin on the front facade and five cobbles per quoin 
on the side elevations. The horizontal mortar is tooled with an 
exaggerated V-shape typical of the Middle and Late Periods of 
cobblestone construction, and the vertical joints are struck with 
finely articulated pyramids. The Earl House is one of the most 
outstanding examples of the fully developed, cobblestone masonry 
technique in Yates County.
The Earl house is one of nine extant cobblestone buildings in Yates 
County, eight of which survive intact and are included in the 
present Multiple Property Submission. The other seven are the Bates 
Farmhouse (ca. 1836), the Barden Farmhouse (ca. 1843), the William 
Nichols Farmhouse (ca. 1844), the Angus Farmhouse (ca. 1831-34), the 
Young-Leach Farmhouse (ca. 1836), the Dr. Henry Spence Farmhouse 
(ca. 1848), and the Daniel Supplee Farmhouse (ca. 1844-45). (The 
ninth extant cobblestone building, the Olney-Royal Farmhouse [ca. 
1835], is in the process of being remodeled; the present alterations 
have severely compromised the physical integrity of the former 
vernacular. Early Period farmhouse.)
The eight farmhouses can be categorized into groups according to the 
levels of sophistication displayed in their cobblestone masonry; 
these groups generally parallel the Early, Middle and Late Periods 
as outlined by renowned cobblestone scholar Carl F. Schmidt in his 
Cobblestone Architecture (1944) and Cobblestone Masonry (1966). (As 
Schmidt notes, these periods tend to be fluid and overlapping; an
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"unsophisticated” later building can look just like an earlier 
building and a "sophisticated" earlier building can easily be 
mistaken for a later building. Other features of the building and 
the history of the area are often better indicators of the exact 
period of the building.) Nonetheless, for purposes of comparison, 
the buildings can be grouped as follows. Early, relatively roughly 
executed, vernacular cobblestone structures include the Bates, 
Barden and Supplee houses; they feature irregularly shaped, sized 
and colored stones laid three or four cobbles per quoin. The Angus 
and Young-Leach houses also feature relatively irregular field 
cobbles, but they are particularly distinguished in their 
herringbone masonry pattern. Built during the 183 0s, neither the 
Angus nor the Young-Leach house features the highly sophisticated, 
finely crafted herringbone articulation characteristic of later 
cobblestones. Nonetheless, they are notable for their early 
embodiment of the technique in the statewide context; furthermore, 
they are the only examples of the technique in the local context. 
(There is only one other example of the herringbone technique in 
Yates County: It is the small cobblestone smokehouse associated with 
the William Nichols Farmhouse.) The Nichols and the Earl houses 
represent more highly sophisticated masonry techniques associated 
with the later Middle and Late Periods; both feature small, nearly 
perfectly matched reddish, slightly oval, lake-washed cobbles set at 
an angle and laid six cobbles per quoin. Joint work in the mortar 
is meticulously crafted. The anomalous Spence house features 
relatively small, even stones, but they are laid without the careful 
attention displayed in the Nichols and Earl houses and are set 
within an excess of unarticulated mortar, giving the otherwise large 
and grand house a rather vernacular character overall.
The Earl House is also architecturally significant as a 
distinguished example of Picturesque, Victorian era architecture in 
Yates County. It embodies the distinctive features of the type, 
period and style in its asymmetrical, multi-gabled form, its 
profusion of ornate decorative details and its floor-length double- 
hung windows with simple wooden trim. Stylistically, the Earl House 
reflects the influence of a variety of popular national tastes. The 
two-story, L-shaped main block with cross-gable roof and pedimented 
front gable end reflect the persistence of Greek Revival forms 
popular in the Finger Lakes Region as early as the 1830s and 1840s, 
while the bracketed frieze reflects the influence of the Italianate 
style, which appeared in the area during the 1850s. The lotus
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capitals on the porch columns are rare surviving examples of the 
influence of the exotic Egyptian Revival style, a feature which is 
often associated with more cosmopolitan architecture. Together, the 
high sophistication of both the style and the cobblestone masonry of 
the Earl House testify to the importance of Mr. Earl as well as the 
general well-being of the area during the third quarter of the 
nineteenth century.
Illustration #1 provides a graphic reminder of the heyday of Mr. 
Earl's genteel farmstead. Unfortunately, the numerous dependencies 
have been lost and the once extensive farm has been subdivided over 
the years. There are no other contributing features located on the 
nominated 3.1 acres.
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OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT and PLANNING
2258 Route 54A, Suite 103 
Penn Yan, New York 14527 

315-536-7328 
FAX # 315-536-2389 9

March 3, 1992

'O P n? n VI p r*^ 

MAR 3 ! 1592" ^
Orin Lehman, CommissionerState Historic Preservation Officer NATIONAL
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation^I^GlSTER 
The Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza 
Agency Building 1 
Albany NY 12238-0001

Dear Mr. Lehman:

The Yates County Planning Board recommends State and National 
Registration of the historic sites listed on the enclosed sheet. 
The Planning Board finds that the distinctive construction method 
of these cobblestone farmhouses makes them unique in both New 
York and the nation.

Not only are these cobblestone structures important to the state 
and the nation, but they are an important component of Yates 
Counties unique rural character. It is the Planning Boards 
policy to give historical sites special consideration in the 
planning process.

Listing on the State and National Historic Registries will give 
these cobblestone structures the recognition they very much 
deserve.
Sincerely,

Tuytl/R.
Ut

Am^R. Dlugc
Planner, on behalf of the Yates County Planning Board

enc
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Benton, Yates County

Young-Leach Cobblestone Farmhouse 
2601 Route 14 
Torrey, Yates County

Angus Cobblestone Farmhouse 
612 Route 14 
Benton, Yates County

Bates Cobblestone Farmhouse 
5521 Canandaigua Road 
Middlesex, Yates County

Jephtha Earl Cobblestone Farmhouse 
Old State Road 
Benton, Yates County

Danial Supplee Cobblestone Farmhouse 
Dundee-Himrod Road 
Starkey, Yates County


