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"x" in the appropriate bcx or by entering the requested information. If an item does not 
apply to the prcpertY being documented, enter "N/A” for "not e^licable." For functions, 
styles, materials, and areas of significance, enter only the categories and 
subcat^ories listed in the instructions. For additioncd space use continuation sheets. 
Type all entries.
1. Waane of Property
higtn-rir! Tvnnp-Ifahhattan Avenuo-Wieist 1 Streets Historic Digrhrjct
Other names/site number
2. T<ir»j4rt"i <*»i

Street & number- 242-262 W. 120th St.. 341-362 W. 121st. St.. 341-362 W. 122nd St.. 344-373
123rd St.. 481-553 Manhattan Ave. (west side^ not for txiblication
city, tcwn New York I I vicinity
state New York code NY county New York code 061 zip code 10027

3. Classification
Ownership of property 
[X]private 
[ ]public-loccil 
[ ] public-state 
[ ]public-Federal

Category 
[ ]building(s) 
[X] district 
[ ]site 
[ ]structure 
[ ]object

Name of related nultiple property 
listings: N/A

Number of resources within prc^jerty 
Contributing Noncontributing 

113 2 buildings
__________ ________sites
__________ ________structures
__________ ________objects

113 2 Total
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the NaticaTal Register N/A

4. Sbate/Pederal ^gpnry Oertififg»t-if»i
As the designated authority under the National Historic PreservatiOTi Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby certi^ that this [X] nomination [ ] request for determinaticai of 
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professicxial requirements set 
forth in 36 CFR Par^60. In ity opinion, this property [X] meets [ ] does not meet the kipncil Register oAteri^i^ r ] See continuation sheet.

of oerti^ing off 
nmissioner for Historic Preservation

Date '

Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. 
[ ] See cxjntinuation sheet.

Signature of cxanmenting or other official Date

State or federal agency and bureau

Tfatienal Rode Service Oertification 
I certify that this property is

entered in the National Register.
[ ] See continuation sheet.

[

[

] determined eligible for the National 
Register. [ ] see continuation sheet. 

] determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

i-n-32.

[ ] removed from the National Register. 
[ ] other, (ejq)lain:)

ignature of Xe^)er Date of Aiction



6. Function or Use
Historic Function
(enter categories from introcJuctians) 
Dcmestic/ sincrle dwellinos ____

Current Functions
(enter categories firom instructions) 

Domestic/ single dwellings

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
enter categories from instructions)

Neo-Grec, Queen Anne.
Renaissance

Materials (enter categories from instructions)
foundation Coursed ashlar
walls____ Brownstone. limestone, bricdc

roof _ 
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Ihe Manhattan Avenue/Vfest 120th-123rd Streets Historic District lies on the western 

edge of Central Harlem \diere Momingside Park and its ste^ wooded bluff s^erates this 

purely residential neighborhood from the education and religious institutions and 

commercial blocks of Momingside Heists. The district is composed of 113 contributing 

brownstone and brick row houses on the four ^ort blocks between 120th and 123rd Streets 

bounded by Momingside and Manhattan Avenues. The district is located northeast of 

Momingside Bark. Momingside Park is a narrow, one and one-half block wide ribbon of 

land which runs from 110th to 123rd Street between Momingside Drive and Momingside 

Avenue. The park is notable for its rocky terrain and steep bluff which clearly 

separate the Momingside Ifei^ts and Marihattanville neighborhoods. The 113-building 

district is characterized hy unbroken blocks of residences, each three-stories above a 

raised basement, built between 1886 and 1896, vhich represent a succession of styles 

that doatninated American domestic architecture during the last fifteen years of the 

nineteenth century; Neo-Grec, Queen Anne, Romanesque and Renaissance Revival. These 

houses were built in blocks by builder/arohitects as part of the speculative boom which 

overtook Harlem during the 1880s and 1890s. The streetscapes are distinguished by 

imiform hei^t and setbacks, raised basements, stoops and overall level of ornamentation 

applied to the buildings.

The houses within the historic district form a cohesive group distinct from the 

surrounding tenements and apartment buildings in both scale and quality of construction. 
When viewed on a New York City tax map, the district boxmdaries are defined by the 

concentration of small individual dwelling lots vhich contrast sharply with the larger

[X] see continuation sheet



CMB No. 1024-0018, NPS Form

Xfilited States Department of the Interior
National Park Service Ifenhattan Ave./West 120th-123nd Streets

Historic District
NftTIcmL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES New York, New York County, NY 
CX3NTINUATIC*! SHEET

Section number 7 Page 2

surroiinding lots of tenements, apartment buildings and, to the north, a ho^ital new 

used as a heme for the aged. The physical boundaries of the district are emphasized by 

the scale, density and quality of its hestogeneous streetscapes. Ihe district contains 

four vacant lots and four, one story, non-oantrihuting concrete block garages built in 

the rear yards of otherwise contributing comer buildings.

NB0-<3^ STVTR;

within the historic district, the houses at 365-373 and 345-363 west 123rd Street and 
507-527 Manhattan Avenue, built during the period 1885-1887, are excellent examples of 

the Neo-Grec style which replaced the Italianate and Second Ertpire styles cai New York 

rcnAiouses during the mid-1870s.

The Neo-Grec rowhouse retained the smooth brownstone front, boldly protruding 

comice, heavy doorways and window details of the earlier Italianate style. These 
details, however, lost their previously rounded form and took on a new rectilinearity 

and precision thought to be more modern and expressive of the increasingly 
industrialized society. [1] In addition to these inportant characteristics, the houses 

of this grovp eidiibit sinple pressed metal cornices resting on rectangular brackets, 
incised Eastlake style motifs and Neo-Grec style fluting on door hoods, window surrounds 
and stoop ironwork. Ihe bay windows at 367-373 West 123rd Street temper the monumental 
streetscape of smooth brownstone fronts typical of the Neo-Grec style and reflect a 

demand for individuality in rov^ouse design that would ultimately lead to public 

preference for the more eclectic Queen Anne style.

QUEEN ANNE SIYIE;

1. canaries Lockwood, Bricks and Brownstone. (New York, N.Y., 
1972), p.227.

r
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Ihe majoril^ of houses in the historic district can be classified as representatives 

of the Queen Anne styi®/ viiich emerged in the IMited States during the middle 1870s and 

became New York's dcanineint rovdiouse style in the early 1880s. The artful use of 
contrasting materials and textures, and picturesque asymmetrical massing, represented a 

movement away frcm the tradition of historic revival stales. [2] Althou^ the style was 

widely accepted in the design of New York rcsAiouses, few builder/architects adopted all 
of the style's characteristics. Most examples within the district continued the 

tradition of flat brownstone facades virile choosing freely among Byzantine, Romanesque, 
Renaissance and ColonieLL styles for applied omament.

Ihe houses in the historic district most readily recognizable as Queen Anne are in 

the half block 345-363 West 123rd Street. Ihe elevations on this row of ten red brick 

houses alternate two peaked roofs, two mansard roof forms and feature tall picturesque 

chimneys and applied terra-cotta detail. The houses at 487, 489 and 497 Manhattan 

Avenue also employ peaked gables, red brick ipper stories and rusticated brownstone in 

the lower stories. An excellent example of the application of the eclectic Queen Anne 
style aesthetic to the otherwise plain rovhouse form is at 485 Manhattan Avenue. This 
house features Renaissance inspired fluted pilasters and garlands, an oversized and 

stylized acanthus leaf above the parlor window similar to those found in Greek Revival 
architecture and Italianate pedimented lintels on the third floco:. Ihe houses at 342- 
362 and 341-359 West 121st Street and 342-360 and 341-361 West 122nd Street are 
interesting in their use of applied Romanesque details, inclxading rusticated string 

courses, arched doorways, and small corbelled piers supporting ornate cornices. The 

houses in the block 529-553 Manhattan Avenue, vhich use concave pent roofs carved to 

resemble shingles above the parlor and second story windows. The houses within the 

historic district recognizable as Queen Anne in style were built during the period 1885- 
1892.

2. Ibid., p.232.
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RENAISSANCE STYIE;

The Rencdssanoe Revival style roiiiiouse l^ically included a facade of light-colored 
limestone or yellow brick. Symmetrical block fronts relied on applied detail for 

stylistic impact. [3] The buildings at 351-369 West 120th Street are readily 

identifiable as Renaissance style, as the i:pper two stories at 353, 357 and 365 are of 

li^t-colored limestone and all the houses on the block employ the popular motifs of the 

style; Classically derived wreaths, garlands, fluted pilasters and carved string 

courses. These details were primarily inspired by Florentine woodcarving of the 

Sixteenth century. Uiis block of houses was built during the period from 1895-1896.

The following is a complete list of the buildings located within the boundary of the 
123rd Street Historic District.

3. Ibid., p.236.
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West 120th Str^t. North Side: Numbers 351-369

Architect:
Builder:
Constructed:

Bldg#

351

353

355

357

359

Mr. John Hauser 
Same
June 17, 1895 - February 28, 1896 

Descripticai

Renaissance Revival, three-story and basement, smooth brownstone rcxibouse. lower two floors: pledn 
front with elaborate carved floral panels between and belcw parlor windows. Sinple carved 
rectangular doorway. l^:per two floors: bcwfront with siirple stringoouse in place of lintels and 
sills. Elaborate bowed metal cornice on rectangular brackets. No stoop. Painted brown.

Renaissance Revival, three-story and basement robcuse. Lower two floors: smooth plain brcwnstcxie 
facade with elaborate carved floral panels between and below parlor windows. Arched doorway with 
carved spanchrels supported by Corinthian pilasters, l^jper two floors: smooth limestone bcwfrCTit with 
sinple continuous stringcourses in place of lintels and sills. Elaborate bowed metal cornice 
designed without brackets. Retains original masonry stoop. Painted brown.

Identical to 351 with original doors and stoop.

Identical to 353.

Renaissance Revival, three-story and basement plain front brownstone rcsbouse. Elaborate carved 
floral panels between and belcw parlor windows. Rectangular doorway with carved surround. Hiird 
floor: sinple strai^t and pedimented lintels, stringcourses in place of sills. Fourth floor: arched 
windows with sinple, strai^t lintels and carved spandrels. Stringcourse in place of sills.
Elaborate metal cornice with diminutive arches and piers. Original masonry stocp. Painted brown.
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361

363

365

367

369

Identical to 353 except limestcaie unpainted, cornice cai rectangular brackets. Missing stoop newel.

Identical to 359 exc^}t arched windows with carved keystcnes on parlor floor, arched windcws with 
keystcxie and sipporting carved stringcourse on the third floor. Simple stringcourse in the place of 
lintels surmounted by a peaked pediment cxi the fourth floor.

Identical to 353 except limestcxie, unpainted and comice sipported by rectangular brackets.

Identical to 359 exo^^t missing stocp.

Renaissance revival, three-story and basement smooth brcwnstone rcx«house with four-sto^ half bay. 
Elabcoate carved floral panels between and belcw parlor windcws. Rectangular doorway with carved 
surrcund. Continuous stringcourses in place of lintels and sills. Badly damaged, elaborate metal 
cornice with diminutive arches and piers. Missing stoop, unpainted and badly spcilling.

West 121st Street. South Side; NUnibers 242-262

Architect:
Builder:
Constructed:

Bldg#

342

Mr. J.A. Webster.
Same.
October 15, 1891 - September 30, 1892 

Description

Queen Anne (with Romanesque detail), three-story and basement, plain frrart, smooth brownstcaie 
rcvdicuse with carved and rusticated stringcourses (4 per floor, evenly ^oed). rectangular door 
hood supported by paired corbelled diminutive colunns. Protruding strai^t lintels sipported by 
brackets with stylized carved acanthus leaves. Sills are simple, metal comice sipported by two rows 
of interlocking dentils. Original stoop, irxxTwork and doors. Painted brown.

344-358 Identical to 342 except door hoods sipported by corbelled pilasters.
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360

362

Identical to 342.

Identical to 342 but with three-story and basement square half bay.

West 121 Street. North Side; cimi 341-359:

Architect:
Builder:
Constructed:

Mr. J.A. W^3ster.
Same.
S^jtemiber 8, 1890 - August 31, 1891

Bldg#

341

Description

Queen Anne style (with Romanesque details), three-story and basement, plcdn frort, smooth brcwnstone 
rcvhouse with stringcourses carved in Renciissanoe style (cx>e per floor centered on windows). 
rectangular doorway surmounted by an arched and quoined door surround with inset diminutive quarter 
columns and carved "woodsman.” Protruding strai^t lintels si;pported by fluted brackets. No bracket 
cai the parlor level. Sills are sinple. Intricate metal comice si;pported by rectangular brackets. 
Original stoop and ironwork. Painted brcwn.

343 Identical to 341 e^oo^it door surmounted by rectangular door hood si;pported by carved and elongated 
brackets. Original doors.

345-357

359

Identical to 343 eico^ Nos. 347-349 missing original ironwork.

Identical to 341 exc^ painted red and vhite with vhite stringcourses, lintels and carved "woodsman" 
over doorway.

west 122nd Street. South Side; Numbers 342-360

1
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Architect:
Builder:
Constructed:

Bldg#

342

W^jster & Hammond 
Same
June 10, 1889 - July 31, 1890 

Description

Queen Arme (with Rcmanesque detail), three-story and basement, pleiin front, smooth hrownstone 
radicuse with carved and rusticated stringcourses (four per floor evenly ^jaced). Rectangular 
doorway surmounted by a flush arched door hood with inset panel deleting nythical "woodsman.” TVrch 
sifjported by paired oort)elled diminutive Corinthian columns. Protruding strai^t lintels si;(]ported 

carved braedeets. Siiiple sills. Metal comice with acanthus leaves and two rows of interlocking 
dentils stj^rted by corbelled diminutive piers. Original stoop, irexTwork, and doors. Painted brewn.

344

346-358

360

Identical to 342 e«:ept rectangular door hood si^ported by carved brackets in turn si^jported by 
pedred corbelled diminutive Corinthian columns.

Identical to 344 exc^ 350-352 missing ironwork and 354 missing stoop.

Identical to 342.

West 122nd Street. NOrth Side: 341-361:
Architect:
Builder:
Constructed:

Mr. J.A. Webster 
Same
September 26, 1888 - June 29, 1889

Bldg# Description
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341

343-361

Queen Anne (with Romanesque detail), three-story and baseaanent, plain frait, smooth brownstone 
rcwlKxase with stringcourses (cxie per floor, centered on window openings). Rectangular doorhood 
supported by carved and elongated brackets. Protruding strai^t lintels sipported by fluted 
brackets. Intricate metal cornice supported by rectangular brackets. Original stoop, ircxiwDrk and 
doors, painted brown.

Identical to 341 ejccept: 351 missing cornice; 353 fire damaged cornice; 357 damaged ironwork; 359 
missing ironwork and stocp.

West 12thirti Street. South Side; Numbers 344-362;

Architect;
Builder;
Ccaistructed;

Bldg#

344

346

348

350

352

Mr. J.H. Valentine 
Same.
S^jtember 15, 1885 - July 30, 1886 

Descrioticai

Neo-Grec, three-story and basement, pledn front, smooth brownstone ro(«house. Doorway and windcws 
fully enframed with siitple protruding lintels, sills and door hood; all with incised Neo-<a:ec 
fluting and incised stylized flowers. Simple cornice supported by rectangular brackets. Original 
stoop, damaged ironwork and original inner and outer doors. Painted brown.

Identiccil to 344 esccept missing newels.

Identical to 344 with original ironwork intact.

Identical to 344 with original ironwork intact.

Identical to 344 with original ironwork intact. Missing cornice.
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354

356

358

360

362

Identical to 344 with original ironwork intact. 

Identical to 344 with new doors.

Identical to 344 except missing newels.

Identical to 344 with original ironwork.

Identical to 344 except missing original irmwork.

West 12third Street. North Side: Nunfcers 345-363:

Architect:
Builder:
Constructed:

Bldg#

345-347

349-351

Mr. Louis Ungridi.
Same.
October 30, 1885 - August 23, 1886.
Descrioticai

A symmetrical pair of Queen Arme, three-story and basement (lew stoop), pledn ftont, red brick 
rosiAiouses, each having a freestanding peated gable with a slate mansard roof behind. Ihe arched 
doorways are surrounded by flu^, quoined brewnstene as are the arched parlor windows. The third and 
fourth floors have sinple continuous flush brownstone lintels and sills. Ihe two buildings share, at 
the second floor, an ornate terra cotta panel deleting a Colonial st^le scollop ^ell and foliage 
surrounded by an egg and dart molding. Ihe gables are each surmounted by a terra cotta sunburst. 
Original stocp and ironwork. Painted red.

A symmetrical pair of Queen Anne, three-story and basement (low stoop), plain frcxit, red brick 
rov\house with slate mansard roofs. Ihe rectangular doorways are surmounted by terra cotta panels 
depicting intertwined foliage and are, in turn, surmounted by flush quoined brownstone as are the
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353-355

357-359

361-363

rectangular parlor windows. The third and fourth floors have sinple continuous flush brownstone 
lintels and sills. The buildings share with their sister buildings, a brick denticular comice 
running just below the fourth floor sills. Original stoops, irraiwork and doors with small colonial 
panels., painted red.

Identical to 345-347 exo^rt: 355 has original door.

Identical to 349-351 exc^ 359 missing original door.

Identical to 345-347 exo^it both houses missing stoops. Entrances new on basement level.

West 12third

Architect:
Builder:
Constructed:
Bldcf#

365

North Side: cttin 365-373

367

Charles E. Baxter 
S.H. Bailey
i^ril 25, 1886 - i^ril 30, 1887 

Description

Neo-Grec, three-story and basement, smooth brcwnstcaie rc^house with four story half bay. Pillared 
portico and rectangular doorway. Third and fourth floor window surrounds with Neo-aec fluting. 
Basement floor with decorative egg-and-dart stringcourses. Metal cornice with acanthus leaves. 
Original sto(^ and masonry newels and beilusters. Painted brown.

Neo-Grec, three-story and basement, plain front, smooth brcwnstcxie rcxihouse. Fourth floor windows 
have full surrounds with Neo-Grec fluting. Third floor has a metal bay window spanning the full 
width of the building. The basement has decorative egg-and-dart stringcourses. Metal cornice with 
acanthus leaves. Original stoop with mascairy newels and balusters and frmt doors.
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369

371

373

Identical to 367 esccept all surface detciil other than bay removed. Stoop missing. 

Identical to 369.

Identical to 367 except missing masonry newels and balusters.

Manhattan Avenue between 120th & 121st Streets; Nfc lU 481-505

Architect:
Builder:
OOTistructed;

G. Rcbinscxi Jr.
J.W. & A.A. Teets
September 5, 1886 - October 29, 1887

Bldg#

481

Description

Queen Anne, three-story and basement, plain front smooth brcwretone rcKthouse. Extended storefront on 
basement level surmounted at parlor level by a three windcw, metal bay spanning the full width of the 
building. Third and fourth floor windows with Neo-Grec full window surrounds. Pectamgular entrance 
on the side at 349 West 120th with protruding door hood si;pported by square blocks with Rcmanesque 
l^zantine leeifWork. Simple metal comice with renaissance style garlands. Original stocp on side. 
Painted brown.

483 Identical to 481 exc^jt no storefirxxit or bay. Rectangular door hood sipported by blocks with 
Byzantine leafwork. Original stoop and ironwork. Painted brown.

485 Queen Anne, three-story and basement, plain front, smooth brownstone house. Rectangular doorhood 
with incised scrolls sipported ty fluted Icaiic pilasters. Parlor window surmounted ty raised hood 
and oversized shell motif. Third floor windows with quoined surrounds and peaked pediments. Fourth 
floor windows with full Italianate window surrounds. Bracketed metal cornice with Renaissance 
Revival style garlands. Original stoop and ircxTwork. Painted brown.
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487

489

491

493

495

497

499

501

503

505

Queen Anne, three-story and basement, plain front roviAiouse with a peaked gable. First two floors of 
rusticated brcwnstone. l^per two floors of red brick. Protruding rectangular door hood si^ported by 
corbelled and fluted diminutive Icaiic pilasters. All windows with flu^ quoined brcwnstme surrounds 
and sinple protruding lintels. Gable st?3porbed two Ionic pilasters running to the third floor 
sills. Original stoop. Missing ironwork. Painted red.

Identical to 487.

Queen Anne, three-story and basement plain front nasdiause. basement of rusticated brcwnstone. 
Rectangular doorway with protruding rectangular door hood st^iported by sinple fluted brcwnstme 
pilasters. All windows have full fluted Neo-Grec window surrounds. Bracketed metal cornice with 
Renaissance Revival style garlands. Original stoop with damaged ironwork. Painted brown.

Identical to 491 exc^ intact ircaiwork.

Identical to 491.

Identical to 487 exc^}t painted brcwn and vacant.

Vacant lot (non-cOTitributing).

Identical to 485.

Identical to 483 intact ircarwork and original doors.

Identical to 483 except non-contributing cinderblock garage built on rear yard.

Streets; Numbers 507-527
Architect; J.A. Webster
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Builder:
(jonstructed

Bldg#

507

509-527

J.W. & A.A. Teets
Septenfcer 14, 1887 - October 31, 1888 

Description

Classic Neo-Grec, three-story and basement, plain front, smooth brcwnstone ro^^iouse. Windows and 
doorway with full rectangular surrounds with protruding lintels and hoods. Incised Eastlake motif 
over door and incised Neo-Qrec fluting and stylized flower oti parlor window surround. Sinple metal 
cornice on rectangular brackets. Basement storefront intrusion. Original stoop, ironwork, and door. 
Missing iron newels. Painted brown. Ndn-ccntributing concrete block garage built in rear yard.

Identiceil to 507 except no storefrortt or ncn-ccntrihuting garages. 511-519 and 523-527 with fully 
intact ironwork. 521 missing imwork.

Manhattan Avenue between 122nd & I2third Streets: Numbers 529-553

Ardiitect:
Builder:
Constructed:

Bldg#

529

531-533

G. Robinson Jr.
Same
April 17, 1886 - November 30, 1886 

Description

Queen Anne, three-story and basement, plain front, smooth brcwnstone roidiouse. Doorways and windows 
are rectangular and have full surrounds with carved i^>ardrels surmounted by ocnoave brcwnstone pent 
roofs, carved to resemble shingles. Ornate Neo-Grec style metal cornice on rectangular fluted 
brackets with sunbursts. Original stoop and ironwork. Missing newels. Non-contributing concrete 
block garage in rear yard. Painted brown.

Identical to 529 except no garage. 533 missing all ironwork.
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535

537-551

553

Vacant lot (non-ccantrihuting).

Identical to 529 exo^ no garage. 537 and 551 missing ironwork.

Identical to 529 with concrete block extension at rear circa 1960 to house private social club. 
Front of building extended toward curb and altered to acconnoodate restaurant. Work done 1987-1988.



8. Statp*»»=!n*~- of Sioni-Ficanoe
Certi^ing official has considered the significance of this property in relation to 
other properties; [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally

^iplicable Naticsial Register Criteria [ ] A [ ] B [X] C [ ] D

criteria Oonsideratians []A []B []C []D []E []F []G

Areas of significance 
Architecture

Period of Significance 
1886 - 1896_______

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A

Significant Dates 
1886 - 1896

Significant Person 
N/A_____________

Architect/Builder 
See Section 7 fbuildincf Ust^

State significance of prcperty, and justi^ criteria, criteria consideraticsTS, and areas 
and periods of significance noted above.

The Manhattan Avenue/West 12 0-12 3rd Streets Historic District is architecturally 

significant as an intact enclave of 113 Neo-Grec, Queen Anne and Renaissance style 

rowhouses completed during the eleven years from 1886-1896 in Harlem. The district is 
characterized by unbroken streetscapes of rcnihouses, vhich eire cill three stories with a 

basement. The intact blocks of houses form a cohesive district distinct from the 

surrounding tenements and apartment buildings in both scale and quality of construction. 
This group of 113 houses is representative of the final period of large scale 

speculative construction of single-family rovhouses for the middle and upper-middle 

classes. By the end of the Nineteenth century, steadily increasing land prices in 

fashionable areas, including Harlem, placed even the narrowest roihouse beycnd the means 

of the middle class and ushered in the continuing era of the apartment building. [1] 

Retaining an exc^jtional level of integrity, the district is a remarkable surviving 

concentration of residential architecture that recalls the rapid late nineteenth century 

development of Harlem.

[X] see continuation

1. Sarah B. landau, "The Rc^drause of New York's Vtest Side," Journal of the 
Society of Architectxiral Historians. (March 1975): p. 30.
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Harlem is an area approximately four miles square, bordered on the north by 155th 

Street, on the south by 110th Street, on the west by Momingside Park and St Nicholas 

Avenue, and on the east by the East River. Until its development began in the late 
1870s, Harlem was farmland where the estates of some of America's most illustrious 

Colonial families were located; Delaneys, Beekmans, Bleekers, Rikers, Coldens and 

Hcimiltons. The New York & Harlem Railroad ran slew moving trains to lower Manhattan 

after 1837 and the steamboats of the Sylvan Line made the trip downtown in 30 minutes 

after 1856; however, service was suspended during the winter months as ice closed 

portions of the East River. De^ite these transportation impediments, Harlem expanded 

south in the 1860s and was annexed to New York City in 1873. [2] Harlem's developaonent 
into a middle and ipper-middle class sv±(urb took place during the 30 years following its 

annexation, as the population of Manhattan doubled from 1,478,103 to 3,437,202 
residents.[3] This growth in population combined with the steady encroachment of 

business activity into older residential neighborhoods served to exaceihate an already 

acute housing shortage. Many descendants of New York's earlier immigrants moved to 

Harlem to flee the overcrewding and poor sanitation of lower Manhattan. [4]

The first real impetus for the urban development of Harlem was the opening of the 

Ninth Avenxje Elevated Line to 104th Street in 1879 and its extension to 129th Street in 

1881. The electrification of Harlem in 1887 and the installation of telephone service 

in 1888 together provided Harlem with the era's most modem services. These services, 
combined with grand public planning, d^jendable transportation, modem utilities, eind 

improved building methods led to speculative boom on the entire West Side. Between 59th 

Street and 125th Streets, in the area west of 8th Avenue, the number of building permits

2. Gilbert Osofsky, Harlem, the Making of a Getto; Neoro New York. 1890- 
1930. (new York: 1966), p.74
3. Ira Rosenwaike, A Population History of New York. (Syracuse: 1972), 

p.75.
4. Osofsky, p.75.



CMB No. 1024-0018, NFS Form

United States D^>artment of the Interior
National Park Service Ifaiihattan Ave./West 120th-123rd Streets

Historic District
NATIC»^AL REGISTER OF HESIQRIC PLACES New York, New York County, NY 
CXanTNUATICH SHEET
Section number 8 Page 3

filed with the City of New York increased from 139 in 1881, to a peak of 948 in 

1886. [5] This catibination of developotients coincided with speculative development in 

the Manhattan Avenue/120th-123rd Streets Historic District. Of critical importance to 

the developnent of the district was Momingside Park.

Morningside Park, which was laid out in 1867 and improved from 1886-1887 under the 

direction of Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, helped provide the impetus for the 

cx>nstructicjn of rcuhouses in the historic district. During the late nineteenth century, 
the Momingside Park Associaticsi lobbied for the ocnpletion of the park and worked to 

make the surrounding area a "decent” middle and upper-middle cdass nei^iborhood. The 

"Real Estate Record and Guide," i^ril 7, 1886 reported:

Momingside park was opened two years before Riverside Park was 

made a public resort. It was laid out 15 years ago cind $1 million 

has been paid out in assessments by property owners vho now 

naturally insist on having the park made vhat it was intended to 

be. They feel something should be done for the mon^ they have 

paid out. Th^ want to see it enclosed with an ornamental railing 

and improved in such a manner that it will provide an attraction 

to residents in the vicinity. I understand that 100 houses are 

projected between 120th and 125th Street this year. The block on 

125th from 9th Avenue-St. Nicholas is also to be improved and 

first rate residences are to be built. The owners have agreed to 

build exclusively first class property in this nei^horhood.

The 100 houses projected in this article are, most lUcely, those in the historic 

district. When this article was published in i^ril 1886, the construction of the houses 

at 344-362 and 345-363 West 123rd Street was well under way; construction of the houses

5. Charles Lookwood, Bricks and Brcwnstone. The New York Rowhouse, 1783- 
1929. (New York: 1972), p.245.
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at 365-377 Vfest 123rd Street and 529-553 Manhattan Avenue would begin within a month, 
and construction on the houses at 481-505 Manhattan Avenue would begin in September. 
The remaining 64 houses in the district would be constructed during the ensuing ten 

years.

Today, these houses reflect the succession of styles that dominated urban 

residential design in the last fifteen years of the Nineteenth century: Neo-Grec, Queen 

Arme and Renaissance Revival.

The Neo-Grec style, vdiile having many distinctive design elements, was largely an 

extension of the Italianate style that gained great popularity in America diiring the 

1850's and survived into the early 1870s. While the style retained the smooth 

brownstone front, boldly protruding comice, heavy doorway and window details of the 

Italianate style, these elements, vhich had previously been curvilinear in form, became 

rectilinear. Where a braciket had previously mimicked an acanthus leaf from life, it new 

became highly stylized, with straight edges and incised grooves betraying a logic 

largely divorced from the naturcil world. The naticmi, feiscinated with the industrial and 

engineering capabilities developed during the Civil War, saw such an aesthetic as 

machine-like, modem and therd:^ desirable. As with the Italianate style, Neo-Grec 

houses were built in "ranges" or xinbroken blocks of attached houses identical in all 
re^jects. The Neo-Grec style is most ccramon in urban residential construction between 

the years 1875 and 1885. The Neo-Grec houses within the historic district were built as 

the style was alreacfy on the wane.

The Qjeen Anne style represented a decisive novement away from the formal and hi^ily 

unified style characteristics of both the Italianate euid Neo-Grec styles. The Queen 

Anne emphasized individuality and the artful use of contrasting materials and 

asymmetrical massing. It is exaranon to find houses that include brick, stone, pressed 

metal and terra cxitta. Such a oatibination would have been unthinkable ten years earlier. 
The freeform nature of the style made possible the combining of ornamentation from 

previous and contenporaneous styles including Neo-Grec, Romanesque, Byzantine, and 

Renaissance. Charles lockwcxxd in Bricks and Brownstones chserves:
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Few New York rowhouses, whether brick or brownstone front, 

completely reflect the Queen Anne style. In American architectural 
history, the late nineteenth century saw a free mixing of 
different styles on a single dwelling and a flexibility of forms 

and ornament within each style. The Queen Anne rowhouse, 
therefore, often included forms and details of the passing Neo- 

Grec style and the contemporary Romanesque and Renaissance 

styles. [6]

Like all architectural styles of the Nineteenth century. Queen Anne was a fashion 

and, as fashion changes, so the buildings changed. The exuberance with vhich Queen Anne 

vanquished the Neo-Grec style was ultimately its undoing. By the early 1890s, the 

American public had tirred of the mixed styles, asymmetrical massing and dark brownstone 

or brick facades of earlier decades. The World's Colximbian E>qx3sitlan at Qiicago in 

1893 and its renowned vhite Neo-Classical buildings raised the Renaissance style to 

national prominence. [7] Championed by the leading architects of the day, including 

McKim, Mead & White, the Renaissance style included a facade of light-colored stone or 

brick and applied ornament drawn from Greek, Reman and Italian Renaissance architecture 

and decorative arts.

Although the ten blocks that constitute the historic district ar^/^ significant for 

their integrity, they are not the work of notable architects. These buildings were, in 

most cases, designed and built by individual real estate speculators listed in city 

records as both architect and builder. In one case, Mr. G. Robinson is listed in public 

records as architect on 481-505 Manhattan Avenue, then as architect and builder on 529- 
553 Manhattan Avenue. Mr. J.A. Webster, vho built five of the ten blocks within the 

district, was architect only on 507-527 Manhattan, but chose to act as both architect 
and builder on the last four blocks he built on 121st and 122nd streets. By 1880, it

Ibid., p.232. 
Ibid., p.231.
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was common for developers to act as both architect and builder as the construction of 
New York brownstones had become highly standardized. Architectural design of 

speculative housing was not an art, but rather an extension of oonstructicn technology. 
With the advent of huge mechzmized mills, architectural detail, critical to the 

marketability of a house, could be ordered complete and to cut size out of a catalogue. 
Mass production, a product of the Civil War-era technology, was an integral part of the 

housing industry tY the time the houses in the historic district were constructed.

Ihe last houses along 120th Street were completed in 1895 and were, like other 

houses in the area, occupied as single-family dwellings by Manhattan's early Immigrants, 
including those of Engli^, German or Irish descent. After World War I, the ethnic 

composition of Harlem began to change. Developers vho had built numerous blocks of 
ipeculative housing at the turn of the century began to have great difficulty selling 

emd/or renting much of this property. Ultimately, a market was found as developers 

began renting to Black individuals and families newly 2urrived from the rural South and 
those pushed out of the "Tenderloin District" on ffehhattan's West Midtcwn by commercial 
development. Blacks moved first into the few blocks around 131st Street and 7th Avenue, 
and by 1932 had become a dominant presence in Harlem. During the late 1920s and 1930s 

period Harlem became a black metropolis, and the efforts of black writers, poets, actors 

and musicians created vhat would later be known as the "Harlem Renaissance".

As Harlem reached its zenith as a center for black life during the Great Depression, 
the forces behind its material decline were alreac^ at work, as Black workers were the 

last hired during the late 1920s and the first fired during the depression. The high 

quality housing stock began to suffer from neglect and grand single family houses were, 
by necessity, partitioned into single room boarding houses. Until the middle 1960s, 
Harlem remained a stable if not affluent cxmiraunity. After this point and continuing to 

the present, a complex interrelationship of forces begcin what would become the rapid 

destruction of Harlem's rich architectural heritage. Uie result has been street after 
street of fine nineteenth century houses vacated, burned out and/or demolished. v/
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I
In a testament to the value placed on the houses in the Manhattan Avenue/120th-123rd 

Streets Historic District by the people of Harlem, these houses are (for the most part) 

occupied and appear from the street to be in an solid state of repair. Numerous 
decorative features remain, including original ironwork, doors, Gutters, and rich 

carving in stone. In vtribroken ranges, these houses provide a cohesive testament to the 

architectural vision that shaped New York during the last fifteen years of the 

Nineteenth century.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[ ] preliminary determination of 

individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested

[ ] previously listed in the National 
Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by 
the National Register 

[ ] designated a Nationeil Historic 
landnerlc

[ ] recorded by Historic American 
Buildings Survey #_

[X] See continuaticn sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
[X] State historic preservation 

office
[ ] Other State agency 
[ ] Federal agency

[ ] Local government 
[ ] University 
[ ] Other

[ ] recorded by Historic American 
Engineering Record #_________

Specif repository:

-is10. r>ata
Acreage of prcperty_
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[X] See oontinuaticai sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Ifarihattan Avenue, West 120th - West 123rd Streets Historic District 
is shewn as the solid black line on the accoanDparying map entitled "Manhattan Avenue, 
West 120th - West 123rd Streets Historic District."

[ ] See continuation dieet

Boundary Justification

The Manhattan Avenue/West 120th-123rd Streets Historic District lies on the western 
edge of Central Harlem vhere Momingside Bark and its steep wooded bluff separates this 
purely residential neighborhood frem the education and religious institutions and 
commercial blocks of Momingside Heists. The district is ccraposed of 113 contributing 
brownstone and brick row houses on the four ^ort blocks between 120th and 123rd Streets 
bounded ly Momingside and Manhattan Avenues. The houses within the historic district 
form a cohesive groi^ distinct frem the surrounding tenements and apartment buildings in 
both scale and quality of construction. The district boundaries are defined by the 
concentration of small individual dwelling lots viiich contrast sharply with the larger 
surreunding lots of tenements, ^artment buildings and, to the north, a hospital new 
used as a home for the aged. The ^ysical boundaries of the district are ertphasized by 
the scale, density and quality of its hemogeneous streetscapes.

[ ] See continuation sheet

11. Farm Premared By
name/title John A. Bonafide, Program Assistant
organization NYS Office of Parks. Rec. & Historic Preservation date 9/1/91 
street & number E.S.P Agency Buildim 1 
city or town Albany

tel^one 518-474-0479
state New York zip code 12238
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SUPPLEMENTARY DETERMINATION RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 91001920 Date Listed: 01/17/92

Manhattan Avenue—West 120th— 
123rd Streets Historic District
Property Name

JUA_____________________________
Multiple Name

New York
County HXState

•J

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject to 
the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in 
the nomination docimentation.

gnature of the Keeperthe Keei
///v/9Z^

Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

10. Geographical Data: Acreage 

The acreage is 5.5.

This information was confirmed with NYSHPO staff by telephone.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without attachment)
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Lomerr Properties, Inc.

1000 Grand Concourse • Bronx • N.Y. 
(212) 992-9933

10451

September 17, 1991 ; •''

Orin Lehman, State Historic 
Preservation Officer 
Historic Preservation 
Field Services Bureau 
NYS Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Hist. Presv. 
Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238

SE.P2 3«9 1
■ XMjJU
SEP 0 jr

U!

-i- i2.

Re: The Manhattan Avenue/123rd-125th 
Streets Historic District 
Premises: 356 West 123rd Street

Block 1949 
Lot 58

Dear Mr. Lehman:
Lomerr Properties, Inc. is the owner of premises 356 West 123rd 
Street, New York, New York, 10027; Block - 1949, Lot - 58. We 
object to the proposed listing of our property in the National 
Register Listing.

Edi/s oh\ Nes f i e 1 d

ENYab
ACKNOWLEDGMENT

STATE OF NEW YORK, COUNTY OF NEW YORK ss.:

On this in— day of September, 1991, before me personally came
EDISON NESFIELD, to me known and known to me to be the person who 
executed the above instrument, who, being duly sworn by me, did for 
himself depose and say that he is the President of LOMERR PROPERTIES 
INC., the corporation described in and which executed the foregoing 
instrument; and that he executed the foregoing instrument by order 
of the Board of Directors of said corporation; and that he signed 
his name hereto by like order.

, No. 31-3348670
In N«w Yortt

IrM Mnrch Notary Public



JULIUS C. LADSON 
4 SUZAN COURT 

WEST ORANGE, NJ 07052 LI. s f'5l
September 20, 1991

SEP J

■KiSiilg.
Orin Lehman, State Historic 
Preservation Officer 
Historic Preservation 
Field Services Bureau 
NYS Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Hist. Presv. 
Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238

-

Re: The Manhattan Avenue/123rd-125th 
Streets Historic District 
Premises: 360 West 123rd Street

Block 1949 
Lot 159

Dear Mr. Lehman:

Sincerely

lulius C. Ladson

JCL/ab

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

STATE OF NEW YORK, COUNTY OF NEW YORK ss.:

I am the owner of premises 360 West 123rd Street, New York, New 
York, 10027; Block - 1949, Lot - 159. I object to the proposed 
listing of my property in the National Register Listing.

On this ZA- day of September, 1991, before me personally came 
JULIUS C. LADSON, to me known and known to me to be the person who 
executed the above instrument.

9,
FRED CAR’.AN'TC'.\£

NOTARY PUBtIC, Sta:, of New Yo'iv 
No. 03-05:0 liDO 

Qualified m Bronx County
Commission Expires Aug. 31,

C“e.c)w C,

Notary Public

■ A"

- ^

J



-me COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 10 * MANHAHAN
215 WEST 125th STREET • 3rd FLOOR 

HARLEM, NEW YORK 10027 
(212) 749-3105 

FAX (212) 662-4215

HUTH MESilNGER

Borough Gobrecht, Program Coordinator
National and State Historic Register 
New York State Office of Parkis 
Empire State Plaza, Agency Building 1 
Albany, New York 11238-0001

November 7, 1991 vviuiaa* e. swtuiNc
(Ayir

IINOAI, W(X)n 
tJfOrk I M.w.yfH'r

Re: Manhattan Avenue

Dear Mr. Gobrecht:

During it's Regular General Board Meeting, November 6, 1991, 
Community Board Ho. 10 voted uanmously to approve the following 
resolution.

WHBRIAS. the board of Review of the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation (50PRHP) served notice on each 
property owner of its consideration of Manhattan Avenue/120th-123rd 
Streets for nomination to the State and National Register of 
Historic Places at its October meeting, which notice was not 
provided to Community Board No. 10 until September 9, 1991;

WHEREAS. at the request of the Landmarks Committee, after 
consulting with the Executive Committee, SOPRHP extended the period 
for comments beyond September 23, 1991, to allow Community Board 
No. 10 time to confer with property owners and residents of the 
proposed district and to hold a public hearing with SOPRHP 
officials to discuss community concerns about the nomination;

WHEREAS. the Landmarks Committee Chair canvassed the proposed 
district for opinions about the nomination and provided the 
president of Manhattan Avenue/Morningside Avenue Block Association 
with flyers announcing a public hearing with officials from SOPRHP 
for distribution to property owners;

WHEREAS. the Community Board and members of the community have 
expressed ongoing concerns with respect to.the use by city and/or 
state agencies of properties landmarked and located in landmark 
districts in ways that (1) conflict with the historic character of 
such properties; (2) are inconsistent with buildings a viable 
community; (3) place additional strains on already inadequate 
services and facilities; (4) do not strengthen basic services, such 
as health care, education and sanitation and/or (5) do not create 
jobs or increase commercial enterprises or in any way improve the 
quality of life for current residents of Community Board No. 10;
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WHEREAS> on October 28, 1991, SOPRHP officials made a comprehensive 
presentation, answered questions, and provided brochures and other 
literature to committee members, members of the public and 
representatives of elected officials with respect to the nomination 
procedure, eligibility considerations, resources, benefits and 
technical assistance available to residential and business owners 
of properties in such district;

WHEREAS.  at the hearing, those in attendance learned about SOPRHP 
as a resource for opposing objectionable uses by state and/or city 
agencies, through the consultation process thet government agencies 
must engage in with SOPRHP before acquiring and/or altering listed 
properties;

WHEREAS. meeting those in attendance from the community, including 
the president of the Manhattan Avenue/Mornlngside Avenue Block 
Association, and interested property owners, expressed enthusiastic 
support for the nomination of Manhattan Avenue/ 120-123rd Street to 
the National and State Register of Historic Places and neither 
Community Board No. 10 nor SOPRHP have received any objections to 
thq nomination;

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY

RESOLVED, that Community Board No. 10 supports the nomination of 
Manhattan Avenue/120-23rd Streets to the National and State 
Historic Register; and IT IS FURTHER

RESOLVED, that this resolution should be forwarded immediately to 
the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation.

mxiMwilliam E. Sweeting '' 
Chairperson
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DATE THU, JAN 2, 1992, 12:15 HI
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES PROPERTY REPORT

Page:
REFERENCE No.: 91001920 Control No.: 911231/aen

PROPERTY NAME: Manhattan Avenue—Uest 120th—123rd Streets Historic Distric 
t

OTHER NAME/ 
SITE No.

NOT APPLICABLE

MULTIPLE NAME: NOT APPLICABLE

ADDRESS/ 242—262 U. 120th St., 341—362 U. 121st St., 341—362 U. 12
BOUNDARY : 2nd St., 344—373 123rd St., 481—553 Manhattan Ave. U side

CITY: New York

COUNTY: Ne« York STATE: NEU YORK

Restricted Location Information: Oiiner: PRIVATE Resource Type: DISTRICT

Contributing Noncontributing

Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects

113
0
0
0

.Nomination/Determination Type: SINGLE RESOURCE 
Nominator: STATE GOVERNMENT Nominator Name: 

NOT APPLICABLE

Federal
Agency:

NOT APPLICABLE '*£■

NPt ^ark Name: NOT APPLICABLE 
Certification: DATE RECEIVED/POIDING NOMINATION

Other NOT APPLICABLE
Certification- -r-.
Historic
Functions:

DOMESTIC

Historic 
Subfunctions:

SINGLE DUELLING

Current
Functions:

DOMESTIC

Current
Subfunctions:

SINGLE DUELLING

Level of 
Significance:

LOCAL Applicable Criteria: ARCHITECTURE/ENGINEERING

Significant Person’s Name: NOT APPLICABLE 
Criteria Considerations: NOT APPLICABLE 
Area of Significance: ARCHITECTURE

'■■a:' ■

Date: 12/04/91

Periods of: 1875-1899
Significance:

Circa: Specific Sig. Years:

Architect/BuiIder/Engineer/ 
Designer:

NOT APPLICABLE 
Cultural Affiliation:

NOT APPLICABLE
Uebster,J. A. 
et al.

-'1
Other Documentation:

NOT APPLICABLE 
HABS No. N/A HAER No. N/A

Architectural QUEEN ANNE 
Styles: RENAISSANCE

OTHER
vl

Describe Other Style: Neo-Grec

Foundation Materials: STONE 
Uall Materials: SANDSTONE BRICK
Roof Materials: NONE LISTED
Other Materials: METAL

Acreage:

UTM

0.0

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Coordinates: 18/ /5 88 200/ /45 17 980 
18/ /5 88 210/ /45 17 920 
18/ /5 88 040/ /45 17 750 
18/ /5 88 130/ /45 17 980

18/ /5 88 180/ /45 17 940 
18/ /5 88 120/ /45 17 710 
18/ /5 88 150/ /45 17 950 
18/ /5 88 150/ /45 18 000
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