
UNITED STASES EEEAEUMENT OF SHE TNTET 
NATEONKL BARK SERVICE 
NATIGNAL RBC3STER OF HESTQKIC PEACES 
BBSISlEBTrCW FCBM___________________

CMB NO. 1024-0018, NES FORM

;3i ii)
This form is for use in ncminating or requesting determinations of eligibility foTit 
individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines for cr«mr)t4t-jnq\,^ 
National Recrister Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each iteml^ ifHfldng 
"X" in the appropriate box or by entering the requested information. If an item does not 
apply to the property being docMnnented, enter "N/A” for "not applicable.” For functions, 
styles, materials, and areas of significance, enter only the categories and
subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use cxjntinuaticai sheets. 
Type all entries.
1 - Tfamp- of Property
historic name Holland Patent Stone Choxrches Historic District
other names/site number

2. location
streets; Main and Church Streets and Village Green I not for publication
village; Holland Pat^t
state New York ode NY county Oneida cx)de 65

I I vicinity
13354

“i. clafiaifjcation
Ownership of prcperty 
[x]private 
[x]public-local 
[ ] public-state 
[ jpublic-Federal

Category 
[ ]building(s) 
[X] district 
[ ]site 
[ ]structure 
[ ]c±>ject

Number of resources within propeity 
Ccsntributing Nancantrilxiting

4_____ 1 buildings
1 ________sites

Name of related multiple property 
listings; na

_structures
objects
Total

Nunber of contributing resources preyiously 
listed in the National Register na

4. State/Pederal AgraTry Oertififatinn
As the designated authority lander the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby certi:^ that this [x] ncmination [ ] request for determination of 
eligibility m^ts tte documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Plac:es and meets the procedural and professional requirements set 
forto in 36 OH Part 60. In iny pinion, this property [x] meets [ ] does not meet the 
Natsional Register cr/teria./ ^ J^See contiraaation sheet.

of certifying offici

Federal agency and bureau

In ly pinion, the prperty [ ] meets [ ] does not neet the National Register criteria. 
[ ] See continuation sheet.

Signature of ccxnmenting or other official Date

State or federal agency and bureau

Tfatimal Varlir Service Oerhifirgitinn
hereby, oerti^ that this property is: 

[Vf enterentered in the National Register.
[ ] See continuation ^eet.

[ ] determined eligible for the National 
Register.[ ] see continuation sheet. 

[ ] determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

[ ] removed from the National Register. 
[ ] other, (ejplain;)

Signature of keper Date of Action



6. Flmction car Tfee
Historic Function
(enter categories frcm instructions) 

RRT.TGTON; reliqious facility 

LANDS(2APE; Plaza

Current Functions
(enter categories from instructions)
RELIGION; religious facility_______
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7, Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)
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Trenton limestone
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other
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DESCRIPTION
The Holland Patent Stone Churches Historic District is composed of 
four monumental Greek Revival style churches and the village green. 
The boundary encompasses approximately 5 acres, including the green 
itself and the buildings fronting on the west and north sides of 
the green. Most of the older buildings fronting the east and south 
sides of the green have lost their physical integrity and are 
therefore excluded from the district, although several individual 
buildings, including the Dr. D.A. Crane House fronting the northeast 
corner of the green and St. David's Episcopal Church fronting the 
eastern edge of the green, appear to be individually eligible for 
the National Register. The present nomination includes one 
contributing site (the public square) , one contributing structure 
(an 1890s band stand/gazebo in the park), four contributing 
buildings (the First Presbyterian Church, the former Baptist Church, 
the former Welsh Congregational Church and the former Unitarian 
Church) and one non-contributing building (a small nineteenth 
century frame cottage). The character of the district is defined by 
the physical monumentality of the churches, their common origin as 
public buildings complementing the community-oriented village green, 
similarities in material and method of construction, and the common 
architectural expression of the Greek Revival style in each of the 
churches.
The incorporated village of Holland Patent is located in the rural 
town of Trenton in Oneida County. State Route 365 (Main Street) 
runs east-west through the village and Route 38 (Park Avenue/Coates 
Road) runs north-south; their intersection forms the historic core 
of the village. The village green and civic and religious buildings 
were laid out to the west and southwest, commercial development 
spread eastward along Main Street, and residential development 
occurred northward along Coates Road and southward along Park Avenue 
and Park Place (fronting the east and south edges of the village 
green, respectively). This pattern of land use in the village 
survives substantially intact; however, many of the community's 
older buildings have been lost or extensively altered. Only the 
southwest quadrant of the historic core of the village, i.e., the 
green and four churches, survives with a relatively high degree of 
integrity of setting, location, design, materials and craftsmanship.
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(Integrity of association no longer survives; only the Presbyterian 
Church continues in its original use.)

The focal point of both the village and the district is the village 
green, a flat open space simply landscaped with mature trees, grassy 
lawns and informal patterns of circulation. A small stream meanders 
through the southeast corner of the green. The focal point of the 
green is the 1890s gazebo/bandstand, an octagonal frame structure 
with a bell-shaped roof and cross-braced balustrades.

All four churches are Greek Revival in design and are constructed of 
locally quarried Trenton limestone. Finely crafted by local stone 
cutters and artisans, all four churches feature roughly hewn random 
ashlar walls. All are rectangular buildings with gable roofs and 
all are three bays wide with pedimented front gable ends. Each 
building features heavily molded cornices and wide friezes.

The First Presbyterian Church and the former Baptist Church, 
fronting the west edge of the park, are surmounted by prominent 
wooden bell towers with finely crafted Greek Revival style 
detailing, including broad corner boards and heavily molded 
entablatures. Both churches feature large, rectangular window 
openings filled with stained glass (added at the turn of the century 
in place of the original clear glass) . The front and side bays of 
both churches are articulated by smoothly finished stone pilasters 
with Doric order capitals. Both feature central entrances with 
elaborate Greek Revival style detailing. The two buildings, now 
owned by the Presbyterian congregation, are joined by means of a 
modern, non-contributing, one-story frame hyphen (ca. 1965) with 
Classically inspired detailing.

The former Welsh Congregational Church and the former Unitarian 
Church are both characterized by three-bay temple fronts. The Welsh 
Church, sited on steeply pitched terrain, rises above a fully 
exposed basement level and has a tetrastyle portico supported by 
square, paneled wooden columns. The Unitarian Church, sited at 
ground level on a slightly raised stone foundation, is organized 
around a modified monumental in antis portico. Blind end bays with 
dressed stone, Doric order pilasters flank the recessed entrance 
vestibule. Paneled wooden doors surrounded by fluted trim with



fc-

0MB No. 1024-0018, NFS Form
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Holland Patent Stone Churches Historic District 
Holland Patent, Oneida County
Section 7 page 3 '■i

1bull’s-eye corner blocks provide access to the interior of the 
building.
There is one non-contributing building in the nominated district. 
Although dating from the period of significance defined for the 
district, the small frame cottage between the Welsh and Unitarian 
churches is not compatible with the four stone churches in terms of 
scale, form, massing, material or community-oriented public use, nor 
does it relate to the areas of significance identified for the 
district.

The attached building/structure list provides detailed descriptions 
of the six components included in the district.
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Villacje Green
BUILDING/STRUCTURE LIST 

1798; 1840S-1890S photos 1, 2

(Bounded by Church Street, Main Street, Park Avenue and Park Place 
on the west, north, east and south, respectively)

7.5-acre public square laid out in 1798; cleared and landscaped in a 
series of beautification programs throughout the mid- to late 
nineteenth century; relatively flat terrain marked by mature trees, 
grassy lawns, informal footpaths; octagonal wood frame gazebo/band 
stand (ca. 1890) with bell-shaped roof and diagonally braced 
balustrades.

First Presbyterian Church 1843 photos 3, 4, 5
(Church Street at southwest corner of village green)

Rectangular, gable-roofed, stone church with bell tower; symmetrical 
fenestration with stained-glass windows; pedimented front gable end 
with smooth stone pilasters; central entrance with paired, paneled 
wooden doors flanked by fluted Doric columns, rusticated stone 
quoins and massive stone transom; intact interior with Greek Revival 
style ornamentation.

Former Baptist Church 1844 photos 3, 6
(Church Street at northwest corner of village green)

Rectangular, gable-roofed, stone church with bell tower; symmetrical 
fenestration with stained-glass windows; pedimented front gable end 
with smooth stone pilasters; wide frieze with finely crafted 
triglyphs and metopes, taeniae with regulae, and mutules with 
guttae; trabeated central entrance with paired, paneled wooden doors 
surrounded by stone pilasters supporting a full entablature; 
interior altered for use as a parish hall.
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Former Welsh Congregational Church early 1800s; 1858 photos 7, 8
(Main Street, at northwest corner of village green)

Temple-front stone church with tetrastyle portico; fully exposed 
basement story; symmetrical fenestration with 12/12 double-hung sash 
on front elevation and 20/12/8 triple-hung sash on side elevations; 
central entrance flanked by Doric columns supporting a flat-arched 
lintel; interior converted into single-family residential space.

Non-contributing frame cottage: early/mid-19th century; photo 9 

(Main Street, between Welsh and Unitarian Churches)
One and one-half story, three-bay, vernacular frame cottage with 
clapboard siding; does not relate to the areas of significance 
defined for the district, but may possess significance in some 
other, as-of-yet unidentified context at the local level.

Former Unitarian Church; 1842
(Main Street, north edge of village green)

photos 7, 8, 9

Stone church with monumental portico, in antis entrance; paired 
Ionic columns flanked by paired Doric pilasters; altered 
fenestration on side elevations; paneled doors on front facade 
surrounded by fluted trim with bull's-eye corner blocks; prominent 
dentils articulate entablature and pedimented front gable end; 
interior converted into multi-family residential space.

!
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and periods of significance noted above.
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[X] See OOTitinuation sheet



0MB No. 1024-0018, NFS Form
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Holland Patent Stone Churches Historic District 
Holland Patent, Oneida County
Section 8 page 1

SIGNIFICANCE
The Holland Patent Stone Churches Historic District is 
architecturally and historically significant as a distinctive group 
of four Greek Revival style stone churches clustered around an 
historic village green. The churches, constructed of locally 
quarried Trenton limestone and executed by local master builders, 
are architecturally significant examples of the local stone masonry 
craft techniques during the mid-nineteenth century, and as 
distinguished examples of Greek Revival style religious 
architecture in Oneida County. The distinct quality of the district 
is defined by the monumental presence of the four churches, 
similarities between the churches in terms of scale, massing, 
orientation, material and outstanding craftsmanship, the varied but 
complementary interpretation of popular Greek Revival forms and 
ornament, and the community-oriented public functions of the 
buildings and the park. The period of significance begins in 1798, 
when the green was laid out by the first settlers, and extends until 
the 1890s, when the band stand/gazebo was erected on the green. 
Together the churches and public park are historically significant 
as a reflection of the settlement of Holland Patent and the 
subsequent development of the community throughout the nineteenth 
century. The green is also historically significant as an important 
illustration of transplanted New England community planning ideals 
and as a reminder of the Park Movement in America during the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. One of the churches, the 
Welsh Congregational Church, is historically significant for its 
association with Welsh immigrants.

Holland Patent was settled in the 1790s by four emigrants from the 
Connecticut River Valley in Connecticut. The plan of Holland Patent 
reflects transplanted New England community planning ideals: the 
first thing the settlers did was set aside 7.5 acres for use as a 
public square on June 30, 1798. Sawmills and grist mills were 
established on the nearby Willow Creek to the east and Nine Mile 
Creek to the south and agriculture quickly emerged as a mainstay of 
the local economy. By 1806, a community meetinghouse with public

"•pr



0MB No. 1024-0018, NFS Form
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Holland Patent Stone Churches Historic District 
Holland Patent, Oneida County
Section 8 page 2

school space was standing on the green, i.e., in the square itself. 
The meetinghouse appears to have been dominated by the 
Presbyterians, who had officially organized in 1799; in 1812, the 
Baptists organized and erected their own house of worship on the 
site of the present stone church on the northwest corner of the 
green. The Presbyterians continued to use the 1806 meetinghouse 
until 1823, when they built their own house of worship in the middle 
of the green; the old meetinghouse continued in use as the community 
school.
In 184 0, the Baptists replaced their 1812 frame church with a new 
stone church. This building was destroyed by fire in March 1843 and 
was rebuilt in 184 4 by Charles Ackley, a local stone mason who had 
built other stone buildings as well as bridges in the area. It is 
not clear exactly how much of the original 1840 church survived the 
fire and was incorporated into the rebuilt church; nor is it known 
whether the 1844 building replicated any or all details from the 
1840 building.
In 1842 the Unitarians erected their monumental Greek Revival style 
church on the north side of Main Street overlooking the village 
green. (Unlike the Presbyterian and Baptist Churches, the Unitarian 
Church was built on private land adjacent to, rather than public 
land within, the green.) The Unitarians, united together as the 
Free Christian Society of Holland Patent, maintained the building 
until 1862 ; in 1888 , the property was sold to St. Leo's Roman 
Catholic Church. St. Leo's occupied the church until 1965. In 1972 
the church was converted into multi-family residential space.
Not to be outdone by the Baptists and the Unitarians, the 
Presbyterians began planning in 1842 for a new church to replace 
their 1823 building in the middle of the green. A series of 
meetings were held in the community and congregation, and it was 
agreed to relocate the Presbyterian church to the southwest corner 
of the green (i.e, the present site of the stone church next to and 
south of the Baptist Church) and to clear the middle of the green of 
all buildings, including the 1806 meetinghouse and the 1823 
Presbyterian Church. Construction of the new stone Presbyterian 
Church began in June 1843. The church was built by Andrew Rockwell, 
a local resident and builder known for his construction and repair

''i
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of stone bridges in the area. The church was completed in December 
1843 and dedicated in February 1844.

On March 10, 1858 the Welsh Congregational Church acguired an old 
stone building on the north side of Main Street overlooking the 
northwest corner of the village green. The property had first been 
owned by Pascal C.J. de Angelis, one of the founding fathers of 
Holland Patent in 1798. In 1846, John S. Ewing, a cabinetmaker, 
purchased the property and a stone building on the site that Ewing 
already was using as a shop. The property appears on the 1852 map 
of the Town of Trenton as a cabinet shop. The Welsh Congregational 
Church purchased Ewing’s stone building in 1858 and expanded and 
remodeled it into a fashionable Greek Revival style house of 
worship. Immigrants from Wales had arrived in the area during the 
early 1800s. They were sufficient in number to support two separate 
churches, the Congregationalists and the Methodists, both of which 
kept alive their native language and ethnic heritage. The Welsh 
Methodist Church, also originally located on the village green, no 
longer survives; thus, the Welsh Congregational Church is 
historically significant as the sole surviving monument of the once 
thriving Welsh community in Holland Patent. The Congregationalists 
held Sunday afternoon services in Welsh until about 1950. The 
congregation sold the building in 1958 and, in 1970, it was 
converted into a single-family dwelling.

Together, the four churches are architecturally significant examples 
of local stone building techniques and as representative examples of 
Greek Revival style religious architecture. They are important 
examples of the use of Trenton limestone, a readily available and 
highly durable material popular in the region during the nineteenth 
century. The availability of skilled masons, many of whom were 
English or Welsh immigrants who had worked on the various canals in 
the region, also facilitated the widespread popularity of stone 
building traditions. The churches also embody a full range of 
distinctive features of the Greek Revival style, including 
Classically inspired form, massing and proportions; pedimented 
gable-ends and/or monumental porticoes; wide, heavily molded 
entablatures and/or cornices with prominent dentils, triglyphs, 
metopes, taeniae with regulae and/or mutules with guttae; and 
trabeated entrances with Doric and/or Ionic order columns and/or
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pilasters. All four buildings exhibit a remarkably high level of 
integrity of craftsmanship, materials, design, setting and location.
As the churches were being built in the 1840s and 1850s, the green 
was also being landscaped in a series of community sponsored 
programs. Grass, trees and shrubbery were planted after the old 
buildings had been cleared, picket fences were erected and gravel 
paths were laid out corner to corner. More trees were planted 
throughout the next several decades and, in the 1890s, a 
bandstand/gazebo was built in the northeast corner of the park. The 
green itself, and the pattern of land use on and around it, is 
historically significant as an embodiment of New England community 
planning traditions which set aside property for public use around 
which the major buildings of the community would be built. As it 
evolved during the second half of the nineteenth century and well 
into the twentieth, the village green is significant as an example 
of the changing attitudes toward the use and design of public open 
spaces in village settings.
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