UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR OMB NO. 1024-0018, NPS FORM
NATTONAL PARK SERVICE
NATTONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PIACES

This form is for use in nommatmg or requestmg dete.rmmatlons of e11g1b11;.2 »
individual properies or districts. See instructions in Guidelines for '
National Register Forms (National Reglster Bulletin 16). Complete each i ‘marking
"x" in the appropriate box or by entering the requested information. If an item does not
apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions,
styles, materials, and areas of 51gr11flcance, enter only the categories and

subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets.
Type all entries.

1. Name of Property CYCIONE ROILIFR COASTER
historic name

other names/site number

2. Iocation
street & number 834 SURF AVE at W. 10TH ST. | | not for publication
city, town BROOKLYN | | vicinity

state NEW YORK code NY county KINGS code 047 zip code 11224
3. Classification

Ownership of property Category Number of resources within property
[X]private [ Jbuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ Jpublic-local [ Jdistrict 4 buildings
Jpublic-State [ ]Isite sites
[ Jpublic-Federal [X]structure 1 structures
[ Jobject objects
1 ___ 4 Total
Name of related multiple property Number of contrlbutmg resources previously
listings: N/A listed in the National Register  N/A

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] request for determmatlon of
ellglblllty meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National
Reglster of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set
fort‘h in 36 CFR Pay 60, /In my opinion, thls property [X] meets [ ] does not meet the

In My’ opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria.
[ ] See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

b eby, certify that this property is:

[/] entered in the National Register. .

[ ] See continuation sheet. __mwmp G/ 23, /ql

[ ] determined eligible for the National LG
Register.[ ] see continuation sheet.

[ ] determined not eligible for the

National Register.

[ ] removed from the National Register.
[ ] other, (explain:)

Signature of keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Function Current Functions
(enter categories from intructions) (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation and Culture Recreation and Culture
Outdoor recreation Outdoor recreation
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials(enter categories from instructions)
enter categories from instructions)
foundation
no style walls
roof

other _wood, steel

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster, also known simply as the Cyclone, was built in 1927 on a
75- by 500-foot lot at the intersection of Surf Avenue and West 10th Street in Coney
Island, Kings County, New York. According to roller coaster terminology, the Cyclone is
classified as a gravity ride of the wood-track twister type (a compact configuration
that turns on itself). The ride's three trains, two of which can run at the same time,
consist of three linked cars which accommodate eight riders each. A motor-driven chain
hoisting mechanism pulls the cars up to the first plunge; thereafter, the trains travel
on their own momentum, reaching speeds up to sixty-eight miles per hour and maintaining
velocity over the three thousand feet-length of track. The Cyclone remains at its
original Surf Avenue location as a featured ride of the Astroland Amusement Park, and is
the only roller coaster to remain in operation at Coney Island, a seaside area of
Brooklyn which was once dominated by the carnival-like atmosphere of amusement park
rides and attractions.

The Cyclone's structure is a steel framework of vertical I-beam posts connected by
horizontal tie bars and diagonal cross-bracing members secured by riveted steel plates.
This scaffolding-like system supports the wooden track and railings, following the
twister-type configuration as it executes six fan turns and nine drops. The ride ends
within a tunnel-like frame enclosure, as brakes slow the forward progress of the trains
and return them to the coaster's starting point at the loading platform. Renovations to
the Cyclone in 1939 reduced the height of the first drop by five feet; in addition, some
of the coaster's curves were realigned at that time to provide a quicker, more jolting
ride. The only other alterations to the structure itself involve routine maintenance
repairs and replacement of deteriorating parts over the years.

[X] See continuation sheet.
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Incandescent lights, some of which are attached to the structure by original curved
lightposts, follow the Cyclone's contours. Illuminated metal letters, produced by
Manheimer & Weiss of New York, spell out "CYCLONE" on each side of the ride's highest
peak. More recent signage, advertising "ASTROLAND" in painted letters, has been erected
above the historic signage, but does not cbscure it. Another sign, apparently dating to
the Cyclone's renovations of circa 1939, is affixed to the structure on its Surf Avenue
side and vertically spells out "CYCLONE" in neon letters of a modernistic typeface.

The ride's starting platform, entered via a ticket sales area on West 10th Street,
is sheltered by a steel arch-framed, gable-roofed canopy whose open sides feature
segmental arcades. Incandescent bulbs outline the shelter's architectural features ;
illuminating the passenger waiting area as well as the coaster operator's station. The
Cyclone's original mechanical system was built by Eisenberg Brothers of Brooklyn and
housed in a machinery room adjacent to, and partially underneath, the starting platform.
The modern mechanical system (installed at an undetermined date) is currently housed in
this room. Other resources within the property's historic boundaries include two non-
contributing storage sheds beneath the coaster's southern loop and two non-contributing
souvenir stands/ticket sales booths (post-dating the period of significance) along the
Surf Avenue boundary. The open spaces between the coaster and its historic property
boundaries are currently paved and used primarily for storage of building materials and

as private parking. The boundary is delineated by a surrounding non-historic metal
chain-link fence.

The Cyclone's setting has been altered to some extent due to a decline in the number
of amusement parks operating at Coney Island. Its eastern boundary is now marked by the
New York Aquarium's parking lot, where originally an amusement park or ride once stood.
Originally, the Cyclone was built as an individual ride for Jack and Irving Rosenthal.
It remains an individual ride today under license to the owners of Astroland Amusement
Park; their park, with its collection of rides, is just across West 10th Street from the
Cyclone (to its west). Astroland helps to provide a carnival-like atmospheric setting
similar to that which historically characterized much of Coney Island.
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improved transportation networks -- railroad service from Brooklyn and the Ocean Parkway
—— brought larger crowds and improved facilities to Coney Island. Grand hotels and
restaurants arrayed on the shoreline accommodated wealthy vacationers. In addition to
bathing in the ocean, they enjoyed Coney's man-made attractions --three large
racetracks, mechanically-driven rides, and technologically-advanced structures like the
300-foot Iron Tower (originally the Sawyer Tower at the 1876 Centennial Exposition in
Philadelphia). The "Switchback Railway," the first modern roller coaster (in the sense
of cars mounted on wheels and run on rails), premiered at Coney Island in 1884.

Around the turn of the century, Coney Island was transformed by the introduction of
the enclosed amusement park. By 1894, there were dozens of separately owned individual
rides, but the following year Captain Paul Boyton opened Sea Lion Park, a group of rides
and attractions one enjoyed after paying an admission fee at the entrance gate. During
the next decade, Coney Island's three most famous enclosed parks opened: Steeplechase
Park, Iuna Park, and Dreamland. These parks popularized thrilling mechanical rides,
including big roller coasters and ferris wheels, and developed elaborate pavilions to
house other amusements and sideshows. Throughout Coney Island and intermingled with the
enclosed parks, individual rides (such as the Barrel of Love and the Hoop-la) continued
to attract thrill-seekers, while food vendors, typical carnival games and midway
features further enlivened the scene. The typical summer Sunday afternoon crowd
averaged around 100,000 people. With the completion of subway lines around 1920, lower-
income visitors paying the five-cent fare) could afford to vacation at Coney Island for
the first time. The elegant restaurants, already suffering the effects of Prohibition,
were gradually replaced by stands offering cheaper fare. The best known example is
Nathan's Famous, which began selling "red hots" (hot dogs) in 1916 for just a nickel.
By 1925, this democratization of Coney Island brought the average summer Sunday
afternoon attendance to over one million.

Following its introduction to Coney in 1884, the roller coaster was an immediate
success, and became an integral component of the Coney Island experience. Descended
from eighteenth century Russian ice slides and refined with carriages on artificial
hills in nineteenth-century France, early coasters developed rapidly under the guidance
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of inventors in the United States after the Civil War. "Artificial Sliding Hills" and
"Artificial Coasting Courses" in the 1870s gave rise to the "Switchback Railroad" and
other modern coasters at Coney Island. Whether built as an individual ride or as part
of a larger amusement park, roller coasters continued to develop throughout the early
twentieth century; competition among inventors and builders led to innovations and
features which improved the ride's thrills and safety. When constructed in 1927, the
Cyclone was a state-of-the-art, wood-track coaster with steep inclines and declines, fan
turns along the 3000-foot figure-eight track, and a top speed of sixty-eight miles per
hour (far exceeding the average of thirty to forty miles per hour). The Cyclone, like
most successful individual rides, attracted customers through its size (ninety-one feet
high at "The Big Drop," and occupying a lot 75- by 500-feet), a prominent location
adjacent to both the Riegelmann Boardwalk and a station of the elevated train system,
and blatant self-promotion (large, illuminated signage).

The amusement parks and other attractions at Coney Island began losing popularity
only after World War II; through that period, even wartime blackouts did not dim the
spirited play which characterized the area. Soon after the war, however, several of the
rides and large parks were destroyed by fire. These losses, combined with a reduction
in vacationers (the result of the well-documented exodus from the city to the suburbs
after the war), led Coney Island to lose its prominent position as New York's
"playground." Neglect, poor planning, and additional fires over recent decades have led
to the loss of many more of the resources which characterized Coney Island's
recreational resort culture. Of the nearly two dozen coasters which once operated at
Coney, only the Cyclone remains intact and in operation today.

The most significant alterations to the property took place in 1939, when the first
drop was lowered three feet, the tracks were slightly realigned to increase the ride's
speed, and modernistic neon signage, spelling "CYCLONE" in a vertical format, was
attached to the structure on its Surf Avenue side. Since that time, replacement-in-kind
of deteriorated wood members and repainting as part of a regular maintenance program
have been the only significant alterations to the structure. A non-historic storage
building and souvenir/ticket sales booths have been introduced within the historic
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property boundaries, but their small scale and non-permanent character do not detract
from the property's overall integrity. The Cyclone Roller Coaster still conveys the
excitement of the coasters once so prevalent at Coney Island; it remains a rare,
significant survivor of the earlier era.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to
other properties: [ ] nationally [X] statewide [ ] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]J]A []B []C []1D

Criteria Considerations []JA []B []J]C []1D []E []1F [1]6G
Areas of significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Recreation 1927 - 1941 1927; 1939

Cultural Affiliation

n/a
Significant Person Architect/Builder
n/a Keenan, Vernon (engineer)

Baker, Harry C. (builder)

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas
and periods of significance noted above.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster, built in 1927 for entrepreneurs Jack and Irving
Rosenthal at Surf Avenue and West 10th Street, is historically significant under
Criterion A for its association with the development of Coney Island as New York's
premier amusement park entertainment center from the 1880s through World War II. The
last functional roller coaster at Coney Island, where more than twenty others once
operated, the Cyclone is also the only surviving wood-track coaster at Coney Island.
Since its original construction, the integrity and configuration of the Cyclone has
remained essentially intact, although maintenance has necessitated replacement-in-kind
of some structural elements. As a rare surviving example of the mechanized amusement
park rides which once abounded at Coney Island during its heyday, the Cyclone Roller

Coaster is a symbolic, functioning reminder of the area's history as a mecca of outdoor
recreation.

Coney Island's reputation as a recreational spot and vacationing destination first
originated in the mid-nineteenth century, when small seaside hotels provided New Yorkers
with an escape from the summer heat of Manhattan and Brooklyn. Beginning in the 1870s,

[X] See continuation sheet.
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[ ] See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ ] preliminary determination of Primary location of additional data:
individual listing (36 CFR 67) [X] State historic preservation
has been requested office

[ ] previously listed in the National [ ] Other State agency
Register [ ] Federal agency

[ ] previously determined eligible by
the National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic [ ] Local govermment
Landmark [ ] University

[ ] recorded by Historic American [ ] Other
Buildings Survey #

[ ] recorded by Historic American Specify repository:

Engineering Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Iess than 1 acre

UIM References

A [1]18] 15|8|6|4]2]|0] 4]4]|9]1|8]|6]|0]| - 20 I I I T O I O O |
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Cild it ill a2 11111 > I S I I O I O |
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Cyclaone Roller Coaster is shown as the bold line on the accompanying
map entitled "The Cyclone Roller Coaster."

[ ] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The Cyclone Roller Coaster, also known simply as the Cyclone, is situated on a 75-
by 500-foot lot historically associated with the resource. The lot is located at the
intersection of Surf Avenue and West 10th Street in Coney Island, Kings County, New
York.

[ ] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title _ Ieslie A. Giles/ John A. Bonafide

organization _NYS Office of Parks, Rec., & Historic Pres. date _ June 10, 1991
street & number E.S.P. Agency Bldg. 1 telephone _ 518-474-0479
city or town Albany state _NY zip code 12238
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C_LASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

_____summary paragraph

___completeness

_cclarity

__applicable criteria

—Jjustification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
___context

—_relationship of integrity to significance
_—_Jjustification of exception

sozother

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs —_boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps ___USGS maps photographs ___presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed Date
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THE CYCLONE ROLLER COASTER

CONEY ISLAND, BROOKLYN, KINGS CO., NY

PHOTO BY: M. BERGER CO.

NEG. AT: 415 OCEAN PARKWAY, BROOKLYN, NY 11218
VIEW: 1, VIEW SOUTH ALONG W. 10TH ST.

1990

W. 10TH FROM CYCLONE LOOKING TOWARD BOARDWALK



. » . In nmw b
- 55 e 2
‘.t > K ; 4.“' ) ]
& N “J) r- e ’
. REMAIN SEATED. | :
k : .' 4 ] : i\

y o
3 Y KD |
f 1 )f
{ y {
a\ YV &
oL
[ '

/
—

(WYL 5 o
vw wil YT
»w of 2 bt 1

PR Now
PO

Yo 4
.'ll\)té Q




THE CYCLONE ROLLZR COASTER

CONEY ISLAND, BROOKLYN, XINGS CO., NY

PHOTO' BY: 11. Berger Co.

NEG. AT: 415 OCEAN PARFWAY, BROOVLYN, NY 11218
VIEW 2: VIEW SOUTH ACROSS "IFE RIG DROP"
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CONEY ISLAND, BROOKLYN, KINGS CO., NY

PHOTO BY: M. Berger Co., 1990

neg. at: 415 OCEAN PARKWAY, BROOKLYN, NY !!@!=*
VIEW: 3, VIEW NORTH ALONG W. 10TH ST.

STREET LEVEL VIEW OF CYCLONE ROLLER COASTER LOOKING
NORTHEAST FROM W. 10TH ST. NEAR CONEY ISLAND BOARDWALK
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msrtp COMMISSIONER
ENTHUSIASTS) REPRESENTATIVE PARKS, REC & HIS P
May 14, 1991
Commissioner Orin Lehman 2 R R

State Historic Preservation Office . = Ll
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza U, MAy 2 g 199)
Agency Building 1 |
Albany, New York 12238-0001

Dear Mr. Lehman:

| am writing this letter in support of the Coney Island CYCLONE being listed in
the National and State Registries of National Monuments. As a member of the American
Coaster Enthusiasts for the past eight years and the Regional Representative for the
Maryland and Washington, D. C. area for the past year, | wholeheartedly and
enthusiastically support this nomination. -

The Cyclone was the third roller coaster | had ever ridden in my life before
joining ACE in 1983. In fact, it is of particular significance to me for the simple reason
that until that time | was not a coaster enthusiast at all, however, after riding the
cyclone several times in 1982, | me an ardent coaster buff. The cyclone has all of
the ingredients that make it one of the classic thrill rides of all time.

For over six decades and countless generations this great ride has stood the test of
time and remains one of the best roller coasters every built. In recent years, many have
tried to duplicate its unique character and classic design, but in spite of their efforts, it
will always stand alone among its many pretenders.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my support in considering the Coney
Island Cyclone as a National Historic Landmark and | sincerely hope that you will
continue to allow millions of people in the coming generations to enjoy this one-of-a-
kind thrill ride.

With sincere appreciation,

Lisa M. Giguere
1623 Carriage House Ter.
Silver Spring, MD 20904

oc: Ray Ueberroth
Milton Berger



6108 Sherman Drive
Woodridge, Illinois 60517

May 15, 1991

COMMISSIONER
PARKS, REC & HIS PRES.

Commissioner Orin Lehman
State Historic Preservation Office
New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza
Agency Building 1
Albany, New York 12238-0001

Dear Commissioner Lehman: 3

I am writing to support the efforts of Mr. Milton H. Berger to
have tieamsiealememug]ler coaster at Coney Island listed in the
National and State Registers of Historic Places.

Since its opening over sixty years ago, the Cyclone has thrilled
millions of riders and has never known a serious accident. It

has enjoyed the highest of profiles having been featured in many
movies and videos. One such video is simply entitled "Cyclone".

It is a living symbol of the history of amusements in America

and is as much a part of New York City as the Empire State Building
and the Statue of Libexty.

In addition to its historical significance, it is an outstanding
roller coaster. I have been riding coasters since 1948 and have
found none better than the Cyclone.

I support any and all efforts to heighten the awareness and assure
the preservation of the Cyclone. It is my hope that placement in
the Registers will be the first step toward National Landmark
status for this great ride.

Very truly yours

John C. Page
Promotional Director - American Coaster Enthusiasts
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W

May 15, 1991

Mr. Orin Lehman, Commissioner
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

As the Councilman who represents the Shorefront Community which
includes Coney Island, | urge you to consider the request of the
wBPHOTE Roller Coaster fo be designated as a National Monument.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster is one of the last wooden structures and
is considered to be the most famous individual ride in the outdoor
amusement industry in the United States. The Cyclone is the only
operating roller coaster in New York City and is important to the
economy of Coney Island, Brooklyn and New York City.

Your favorable consideration of the request for designation in the
National Register and the State Register will be appreciated.

City Councilman
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Chlke
7306 N. Winchester
Chicago, Illinois 60626
May 16, 1991
Dear Commissioner Lehman: ;é

Please accept this letter as one of strong support for
national monument designation for the Coney Island "ENeWewy ol ler
coaster. This ride is an historic treasure, as well as a shining
example of early 20th Century Americana.

As you are no doubt aware, the Cyclone is the last remaining
roller coaster at Coney 1Island, which in more halcyon times
boasted a number of classic wooden roller coasters. Moreover,
the cyclone design is generally considered by roller coaster
enthusiasts to be the classic in the field of coaster architec-
ture. #

In conclusion, this unique ride is not only considered by
many experts to be the number one roller coaster in America, but
at the same time it still makes a vital contribution to the daily
economy of Coney Island, Brooklyn and surrounding areas, such as
Brighton Beach.

Sincerely,

et ¥ M

Martin P. Moltz
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1001 Jerome Avenue
Bronx, New York 10452
U.S.A.

May 16, 1991

Commissioner Orin Lehman,
State Historic Preservation Office
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation
The Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller
Empire State Plaza
Agency Building 1 Fiog
Albany, NY 12238-0001

Re: The Cyclone Roller Coaster, 834 Surf Avenue at West 10th St.
Brooklyn, New York Co.

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

Permit me to congratulate you on the job your office is doing in considering the
Cyclone for nomination to the National and State Registers of Historic Places.

In preserving these American treasures, we are ensuring that generations to come
may be privileged to enjoy th€ architecture and structures our generation deemed
too valuable and too important to destroy or replace. The Coney Island Cyclone
now as a national landmark certainly deserves to be placed on this list so that
not only New Yorkers, but people from all over the world can always take pride and
pleasure in visiting this world famous coaster. Although its classic structure
has served as a prototype for other coasters, being an American Coaster Enthusiast
for the past thirteen years and having ridden over 300 coasters throughout the
world, I can say with complete confidence, knowledge and sincerity that all others
fall short. The Cyclone is a traditional coaster, by that I mean, it is a
twister, it still uses its original trains and operates the same way it did in
1927. People come from all over the world to see and ride this legendary "mother"
of coasters which is a boost to the City's economy. I have travelled throughout
America and Europe and experienced chills and thrills on other world-class
coasters but the most fascinating coaster ride by far is still the Cyclone, a mere
subway ride away in Coney Island.

Your consideration in adding this national treasure to your list is most

appreciated. S E
; (\ t:! '! .':)

Q@MW MAY 2 3 1991

COll(—!en Ao Whyte [ b V4 f\-l ﬂ ﬁ
Vice President DEPUTY COfAMISSIONER

Oy e
« FLASH = PIPPIN » GIANT DIPPER = LEAP THE DIPS » S(ﬁ;(s rﬁ&ﬁz%- DIPS = LIGHTNING

Yours ¢ incerely,

AME DICAN g AMEDI(AN T AMELICAN

AMEDICAN | 4 | A A
COASTE COASTER . | [COASTER | |COASIE COASIE C C
ENTRUSIASTS  ERITUSIASTS.  [ENTRUSIASTS  [EWTRUSIASTS ottt o) E £




SAGE & VARGO, P.C.
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
1300 Carr Street
David W. Sage Lakewood, CO 80215 Gerald P. Vargo
Office (303) 238-8832 « Fax (303) 233-2210

W
May 17, 1991 W

Comm Orin Lehman

State Historic Preservation Office
NY Parks & Rec

Empire State Plaza/Agency Bldg 1
Albany NY 12238-0001

MAY 20 199

Dear Mr Lehman:

I understand NY is contemplating naming them Historic Place.
Why contemplate? IT IS an extraorinarily historic place.

Generations have ridden and remembered with extreme terror
(fondness?) its ability to instill fear on its riders. Stand below
the first hill sometime and watch the faces! What other human
invention has the ability to instill feelings like a roller coaster.
Add to that it is the best roller coaster in the world and its
location, at perhaps the most famous of all amusement parks, Coney
Island, why one would "contemplate" beyond a fraction of a second is
beyond me! ’

I do not normally use exclamation marks in my statements, as an

attorney I am only interested in the facts as they relate to
* evidence. But in this case, there is no issue to prove, the CYCLONE

I rode it in 1968, when I returned from Vietnam, driving from McGuire
Air Force Base to my duty station in Vermont. I am still in awe!

Looking to visit your fair City again, I remain...

Yodrs truly,




ALTIMORE, MD. 21207

S ANTHONY MICICHE

j by(‘ﬁ 1416 KIRKWOOD RD.

Ay 17, 1991

COMMISSIONER ORIN LEHMAN 1
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
GOVERNOR NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER EMPIRE STATE PLAZA
AGENCY BUILDING 1
ALBANY, N.Y. 12238-0001

Dear Commissioner Lehman,

As a person who feels strongly about preserving our country's heritage,
I feel obligated to write concerning the nomination of an important landmark
to the National and State Registers of Historic Places. Namely, tne :
roller coaster in Coney Island, Brooklyn, New York should ‘be on this list.

As you're probably aware, Coney Island has a rich history dating back to
the 1800's. The Cyclone roller coaster, built in 1927, is a part of that his-
tory. The last coaster left from Coney's glory days and the only coaster in
New York City it is, in essence, a living legend.

Even though bigger coasters have been built more recently, the Cyclone
is an example of classic coaster designing at its best. Many of today's rides
used it as their inspiration. This is the ultimate statement of the endur-
ability of this ride.

~

The Cyclone will also play a part in the future of Coney Island. Today
it is a tourist attraction contributing valuable tourist dollars to the economy.
It's one of the most famous coasters in the United States. Many come to Coney
Island to ride it. It could be the anchor attraction in the "new revitalized"
Coney Island.

In conclusion, I urge you to place this valuable part of American history
on the National and State Registers of Historic Places. This would help as-
sure its survival for future generations to admire and enjoy.

SINCERELY,

ANTHONY MIC
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Commissioner Orin Lehman,
State Historic Preservation Office,
New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation,

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza,

Agency Building 1

ATbany, NY 12238-0001 yd
UOSOA. ~ )
May 20, 1991 : - /

Dear Sir,

Re: %g% CYCLONE ROLLER COASTER,
urf Avenue at West th. Street,

Brooklyn, New York Co., U.S.A.

I wish to support Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster at Coney Island is a world famous
American Landmark. The ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design - the 1920°'s.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters  because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
last remaining roller coaster at Coney Island, and the only
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.

I support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Address :-
;(0/ Thae Hm¢¢t.f—aja/
Signed Por13s meobh Qcﬂc(}
/41mc§ft%,,5aJ7{q

J ) / . . 4
//{/fv/; n (//(k I’ (//L/v///ﬂ“ /’(// Ak f:l/lj”f/an((.
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COMMISS
, PARKS, REC & HIS PRES.

/
May 20, 1991

Commissioner Orin Lehman

State Historic Preservation Office

New York State Office of Parks,

Recreation and Historic Preservation

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza
Agency Building 1

Albany, NY 12238-0001

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

I am writing on behalf of thg National Amusement Park Historical Association
to show our support for nomination of the Coney Island Cyclone roller
coaster, located at Surf Avenue and West 10th Street, Brooklyn, NY, to the
National and State Registers of Historic Places.

The Coney Island Cyclone is, without a doubt, the most popular and
famous amusement ride in the world. We receive more inquiries about
the Cyclone from our membership, which spans the U.S., Canada, Europe
and even Australia, than any other amusement device operating today.

The National Amusement Park Historical Association feels strongly about
preserving the "historic" Cyclone roller coaster and supports nomination
to the National and State Registers. Your thoughtful consideration

for nomination support would be appreciated.

Respectfully,
' ’ -
ames E. Abbate,
President bt v gy,
v Ol
’,, ,\ N =
i e ~ ‘u‘,
.'.’l.fd": :'17‘« —_
i (R [V I o
l';j. Y \_\‘:' a .;‘“;.-A‘ a .A-??“ f?\;&;)’
SN :*AT",

P.0. Box 83, EJIL. Prospect, 1L 60056
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Commissioner Orin Lehman,
State Historic Preservation Office,
New York State Office of Parks,

Recreation and Historic Preservation,
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State [fR=
Agency Building 1,
Albany, NY 12238-0001
U.S.A. :

May 20, 1991

Dear Sir,

Re: THE CYCLONE ROLLER COASTER,
834 Surf Avenue at West 10th. Street,
Brooklyn, New York Co., U.S.A.

I wish to support Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster at Coney Island is a world famous
American Landmark. The ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design - the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
last remaining roller coaster at Coney Island, and the only
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.

I support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Con R o

Barry F.| S. Norman
Director

WHITE KNUCKLE VENTURES (LEISURE) LIMITED
The White House 41 Linkfield Lane, Redhill, Surrey, England RH1 1JH
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Commissioner Orin Lehman,
State Historic Preservation Office,

New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation, ///

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza,
Agency Building 1, ]
Albany, NY 12238-0001 ‘
U.S.A. ' ”
May 20, 1991

¥ C PRESE ]

RVATION .

Re: THE CYCLONE ROLLER COASTER,
urf Avenue at West 10th. Street,
Brooklyn, New York Co., U.S.A.

1 wish to support Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster at Coney Island is a world famous
American Landmark. The .ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design - the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enatled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
last remaining roller cocacter ot Coney Islend, and the only
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone "is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.

I support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Address :-

22 Blackfl Lase,
ﬁ?:wﬂ%j%vaﬂ

t:‘% %E@ Ei “%;j ED Signed (Kekere

-
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JUNS 1991
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Néw York State Office of Parks,

Recreation and Historic Preservation,
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza,
Agency Building 1,
Albany, NY 12238-0001
U.S.A.

May 20, 1991

Dear Sir,

Re: THE CYCLONE ROLLER COAS;%%,
urf Avenue at Wes th. Street,

Brooklyn, New York Co., U.S.A.

I wish to support Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster at Coney Island is a world famous
American Landmark. The.ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design - the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters  because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
iast remaining sullei cocaster at Concy Island, and the only
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
‘State Registries of National Monuments.
I support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Address :-

. 652~  fRochester wq
Yol aRnd R Rl o -
Fi L"_Zn g I E'.'.Hgned \3 \\6} LT HAWM
-
JUN3 1991 ONbDo N
DEFUTY COMMISSIONER SE9 IRw

HISTORIC PRESCRVATION

ENGELAND
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Commissioner Orin Lehman, L_,,&&fﬁ»
State Historic Preservation Office,

New York State Office of Parks,

Recreation and Historic Preservation,
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza,
Agency Building 1, A
Albany, NY 12238-0001
U. S .A.

)

May 20, 1991

Dear Sir,

Re: CY ROLLER COAS
venue at West th. Street,
Broohlyn, New York Co., U.S.A.

I winh~to :jrport Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster at Coney Island is a world famous
American Landmark. The ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design -.the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
last remaining roller coaster at Coney Island, and the only
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.
I support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Address :-

Gaacvq‘ HLiag

Signed D TRARRCRD Gaove

J R P BIRETRORD,

Eé?i::x HANCWMESTER
Eregranp

R
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Commissioner Orin Lehman,
State Historic Preservation Office,
New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation,
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza,
Agency Building 1,
Albany, NY 12238-0001
U.S.A.

May 20, 1991

Dear Sir, 4

te: TSI IO SR,
urf Avenue at West 10th. Street,

‘Brooklyn, New York Co., U.S.A. A

I wish to support Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination-for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster at Coney Island is a world famous
American Landmark. The ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design - the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
lasi remaining -voller coaster &t Céney Island, and the .only
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.
I support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Address :-

)
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Commissioner Orin Lehman,
State Historic Preservation Office,
New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation,
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza,
Agency Building 1,
Albany, NY 12238-0001
UOS.A.

May 20, 1991

Dear Sir, f

Re: THE CY§§QN; 50&;5% COASTER,
urf Avenue a st 10th. Street,

Brooklyn, New York Co., U.S.A.

I wish to suppbrt Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster at Coney Island is a world famous
American Landmark. The ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design < the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
last remaining roller coaster at Coney Island, and the ouly
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.

I support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Address :- Q34
bsUon £l

r
—_— Abherkon
e igne M M(
S;l ey Murcnis |
Qg@m ) EvalAanD
/l/ M2 1HG
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Commissioner Orin Lehman,

State Historic Preservation Office,

New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation,

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza,

A Building 1, o
G%t::;ﬁ;, NY 12238-0001 RECE:iveD
.S.A.
MAY 291391

DEPUTY COM:SSIONER
;HISTORIC PRESERVATION

May 20, 1991

Dear Sir, : {

Re: THE CYCLONE ROL o
urf Avenue at Wes th. Street,

Brooklyn, New York Co., U.S.A.

I wish to support Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cycloue Roller Coaster at Comey Island is a werld famous
American Landmark. The.ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design - the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters because the are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
last remaining roller coaster at Coney Island, and the only
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.

1 support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Address :-

;153e::r S \loven | AmpRRAS |

Signed Ars  RoAD
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Commissioner Orin Lehman,

State Historic Preservation Office,
New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation,

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Pl » oz o
Agency Building 1, #EC Eg% 3
Albany, NY 12238-0001 b |
U.S.A.
MAY 291391

May 20, 1991 , DEPUTY CORsissinne

# WISTORIC PRESEHVATILN

. ¢

Dear Sir,
Re: 4

[Oth. Street,
Brooklyn, lcv York Co., U.S.A.

I wish to support Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster at Coney Island is a world famous
American Landmark. Thé€ ride typlfies the golden age of American
roller coaster design - the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
last remaining roller coaster at Coney Island, and the only
operating roller coaster in New York. '

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.

I support the nomination wholeheartedly.
Address :-
?kcq (ZSTTACEI

Paex LAane

Signed
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Commissioner Orin Lehman,
State Historic Preservation Office,
New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation,
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza,
Agency Building 1,
Albany, NY 12238-0001
U.S.A.

May 20, 1991

Dear Sir, &

% Sur ’h. Street,
rooklyn, New York Co., U.S.A. :

I wish to support Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
Registries of National Monuments.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster at Coney Island is a world famous
American Landmark. The ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design“- the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
last remaining roller coaster at Coney Island, and the only
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.

I support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Address :-

Rev. N. R. and Mrs. L. Bralesford
The New Vicar,
71c #am':hester Road
. apel-en-le-Frith
Signed Derbyshire SK12 6TH

Telephone: (0298) 812134
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Commissioner Orin Lehman,

State Historic Preservation Office,
New York State Office of Parks,

' Recreation and Historic Presefvation,
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza,
Agency Building 1,

Albany, NY 12238- 0001

U.S.A.

May 20, 1991

Dear Sir,

Re: : NE COASTER,
urf Avenue at Wes th. Street,
Brooklyn, New York Co., U.S.A.

I wish to sﬁfport Mr. Milton H. Berger with his nomination for
the Coney Island Cyclone to be listed in the National and State
llsil:riet of National Monuments.

‘i!ha*Gyelone Rcller Coaster at Coney Island is a unrld famous
American Landmark. The,ride typifies the golden age of American
roller coaster design - the 1920's.

The Cyclone is considered by amusement industry experts to be
the number one roller coaster in the world. Fortunately sound
maintenance practices have enabled tourists from all over the
world to still enjoy this great roller coaster.

People ride roller coasters because they are fun.
This pleasurable experience promotes the economic stability of
tourist attractions such as Coney Island. The Cyclone is the
iast l:'t.nla&l'lxus toller coaster at Concy: Izsland, and the ""1)'
operating roller coaster in New York.

The Coney Island Cyclone is a major tourist attraction and
thoroughly worthy of inclusion in the listing of National and
State Registries of National Monuments.

I support the nomination wholeheartedly.

Address :-

JOHN S1IM PSON,
Signed (9‘0)‘ S" ‘Sii,ﬂ?g;lﬂuu. RD.I
SOLINULL ,

WEST MIDLANDS,
ENGAHND
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Devoted to the Preservation of the Classic Carousel

May 22, 1991

Charles J. Jacques, Jr. (\
President

Commissioner Orin Lehman

State Historic Preservation Office

New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza

Agency Building 1 A

Albany, NY 12238-0001 o

,,'1.

RE: Coney Island Cyclone

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

I am writing to support the nomination of Milt Berger in
nominating the Coney Island Cyclone as a National Monument. The
Cyclone Roller Coaster is the most famous roller coaster in the
World. It was built at the height of the coaster boom of the
1920's at Coney Island, New York.

Coney Island was énce the greatest amusement resort in the

world. Newspapers from all over the United States, Europe and the

<« Far East would regularly carry stories about the great rides at

Coney. Today the Cyclone is the most significant ride/structure
that remains at Coney Island.

The Coaster cost $175,000.00 to build and was owned for
several years Irving and Jack Rosenthal. Celebrities of various
sorts have patronized the Cyclone over the years.
Lindbergh, for example, made four or
solo flight to Europe.

P.O. Box 157 ¢ Natrona Heights * Pennsylvania 15065 ¢ (412) 226-1178
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, 201 Washburn Avenue
/ Washington, N.J.07882
7 May 25, 1991

State Historic Preservation Office

N.Y. State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Gov. N. A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza

Agency Bldg 1 kg i

Albany, N.Y. 12238-0001

Commissioner Lehman:

It has come to my attention that the Coney Island "Cyclone"
roller coaster has been nominated for listing in the National and
State Registries of National Monuments. I cannot think of a more
appropriate tribute to an amusement ride.

Having been born and raised in the east, Coney Island and
the "Cyclone" have been a not only a large part of my life, but
millions of Americang” as well. It carries with it a historical
flavor in movies, on T.V. and in the hearts and souls of all who
have lived in or visited the area!

Additionally, it is of the traditional wooden construction.
Facing modern building code regulations. another like it could
never be built again. It stands alone as a tribute to past
technology that in many cases, far exceeds the pleasures derived
from modern technology and the steel coasters.

I. along with many others, make it a point to ride the
coaster numerous times each season. The satisfaction arising from
the ride is unequalled in the 5 state area. Most ALL of the
American Coaster Enthusiasts (ACE) members are in agreement that
Coney Island and the "Cyclone" are still number 1.



I was recently asked to do a documentary for the Discovery
Channel on T.V. I am proud to say that it was filmed at the
Cyclone. Again. another tribute to the greatness of the coaster!

The honors you can bestow on the coaster will make us all
proud. Thank you for supporting the coaster and the millions of

Americans who enjoy it each year.

S%ﬁceroly.

Marie L. Miller
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ROUGH OF BROOKLYN

o3 H}ETREET. BROOIKTLYN., N .Y 112 01
1

FAX: 1-718/ 8 0 2-3 7 7 8

May 28, 1991

HOWARD GOLDEN
PRESIDENT

RVATION
BUREAU |

Mr. Orin Lehman
Commissioner 3
New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation THIND
The Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Wi e
Empire State Plaza nER T
Agency Building 1
Albany, New York 12238-0001

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

I am writing in sdpport of the nomination of the Cyclone Roller
Coaster located at 834 Surf Avenue in Brooklyn, New York to the
National and State Registers of Historic Places.

The Cyclone Roller Coaster is located in the Coney Island
community. Coney island began its reign in 1894 as the "playground of
the western world" and continues to be the borough of Brooklyn's top
amusement draw.

Astroland Amusement Park, the metropolitan area's only major
amusement park, opened in 1953, and is home to the "King of Roller

Coasters"”, the Cyclone. The Cyclone Roller Coaster is the last
remaining rofler coaster at Coney lIsland and the only operating roller
coaster in the entire City of New York. The Cyclone Roller Coaster

may be the most famous individual ride in the outdoor amusement
industry and is considered the number one roller coaster in the United
States.

The Cyclone is a woonden roller coaster, one of the few remaining
such amusement rides in the United States and as such, could not be
built today under existing New York City building code regulations
which permit the building of ali steel roller coasters only. The Cyclone
has been completely rebuilt over the past five years and has been
maintained free of violations and in prime condition by Jerome Albert,
President of Cyclone Coaster Inc., for the past sixteen years.

(Cont'd)



Mr. Orin Lehman

New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
May 28, 1991

Page 2

Coney lIsland’'s beach and boardwalk are as beautiful as ever, and
Astroland Park, the home of the Cyclone Roller Coaster, is one of the
major tourist attractions of this community. Over 16 million visitors
each summer visit Coney Island. Astroland Park and its attractions are
crucial to the continuing economic vitality of Coney lIsland and the
borough of Brooklyn. |

As Borough President of the fourth largest city in the country,
and a lifelong resident of this borough, | have always firmly believed
that Brooklyn is the best place to live, work gnd play. Brooklyn
proudly displays its heritage in its architecture, historic
neighborhoods, and individual landmarks. The Cyclone Roller Coaster,

as one

synonymous with Coney Island, deserves recognition as B

Brooklyn's major landmarks.

| urge you to give the nomination of the Cyclone Roller Coaéter- to
the National and State Registers of Historic Places your utmost
consideration.

Singerely,

oward Golden
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It has been maintained violation free in
prime condition by Jerome Albert, President
of Cyclone Coaster Inc. for the past sixteen
years.

i. It has been completely rebuilt over the
past five years.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

MHB : pw Milton H. Berger
Enc.

Mr. Orin Lehman

Commissioner . i

New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Histomric Preservation
The Governor Nelson A. Rokefeller
Empire State Plaza

Agency Building 1

Albany, New York 12238-0001
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New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
The Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza
Agency Building 1, Albany, New York 12238-0001

LV JORK STATE

orin Lehman

commissioner May 3, 1991

Mr. Milton Berger
415 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11218

Re: The Cyclone Roller Coaster
834 Surf Ave at West 10th St.
Brooklyn, New York Co.

s

Dear Mr. Berger:

We are pleased to inform you that the property noted above
will be considered by the State Review Board at its next meeting
for nomination to the National and State Registers of Historic
Places. These Registers are the federal and state governments'
official lists of historic properties worthy of preservation.
Listing in the Registers provides recognition of our national,
state and local heritage and assistance in preserving it.
Enclosed is a copy of the criteria under which properties are
evaluated for listing.

Listing in the National and State Registers affords
properties a measure of protection from the effects of federal
and/or state sponsored or assisted projects, provides eligibility
for certain federal tax provisions and renders certain properties
eligible for federal and state preservation grants. There are no
restrictions placed upon private owners of registered properties.
The benefits of listing are explained more fully in the attached
fact sheet.

Owners of private propertles proposed for listing in the
National Register must be given the opportunity to concur in or
object to the listing. Each private property owner has one vote
regardless of how many properties or what part of a single
property that party owns. A notarized objection by the sole
owner of a private property will prevent that property from being
listed in the National Register. For properties or districts
under multiple ownership, a majority of the owners must object in
order to prevent the listing. If a property owner wishes to object
to a proposed listing, he/she must submit a notarized acknowledgement
that he/she is the owner of the property in question and that he/she
objects to the proposed National Reglster listing. Objections nust
be submitted before the property is listed. Spe01flc instructions for
objecting to National Register listing are given in the enclosed fact
sheet.

Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau - 518-474-0479
Urban Cultural Parks « 518-473-2375

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Agency



Paae .

If a property cannot be listed because of owner objection,
the SHPO will submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National
Register for a determination of eligibility for listing.
Properties formally determined eligible for National Register
listing by the Keeper are subject to the sanme protection from the
effects of federally sponsored or assisted projects as are listed
properties. There are no provisions in the New York State
Historic Preservation Act that allow an owner to prevent listing
in the State Register by means of objection. -

If you wish to comment on whether or not the property should
pe nominated to the National and State Registers, please send
your comments to the SHPO at the address below. comments must be
received by June 5, 1991 in order to be considered when
this property is reviewed by the state Review Board.

A draft copy of the proposed nomination is on file in this
office and can be made available to]you 2Pon request. For more
information, please contact John Bonifide , Historic
Preservation Field Services Bureau, New York State Office of
parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, Governor Nelson A.
Rockefeller Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York, 12238,
(518)474-0479.

Sincerely,

M
commissioner
State Historic
Preservation Cfficer

Attachment: Fact Sheet .
Criteria for Evaluaticn
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Commissioner Orin Lehman

State Historic Preservation Office
N.Y. State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza

Agency Building 1

Albany, NY 12238-0001

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

“A ride on the Cyclone is a greater thrill than flying an
airplane at top speed."” '
Charles Lindbergh

This is a true statement. I know. I have ridden the-légandnry
Coney Island Cyclone. ’

As president of Six Flags Magic Mountain, I recognized the
historical significance of the Cyclone and this year built and
introduced a replica of the great coaster, called Psyclone. There
is no doubt the 64-year-old roller coaster is deserving of becoming
an historic property worthy of state preservation.

The Cyclone is the last remaining roller coaster at Coney Island
and is the only operating coaster in the city of New York. It is
by far the most famous individual ride in the outdoor amusement
industry and most coaster enthusiasts still consider it the best
roller coaster ever built in the United States. I have attached a
news paper article that favorably reviews the Cyclone ride
experience during its first summer of operation.

Six Flags Magic Mountain is proud to have a Cyclone replica. It is
an opportunity to introduce the west coast and an entire new
generation to the magic and marvel of this renowned coaster
experience.

I sincerely hope the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation nominates the Coney Island Cyclone to the
National and State Registers of Historic Places. “

Sincerely,

JUNZ 1991
PRy 4 _0‘,:" R
cc: Milton H. Berger DEPUTY O i f";M,E
Ray J. Ueberroth ‘ﬁQTQRKZFﬁhsfﬂ '

P.O.Box 5500 Valencia, California 91355 805/255-4100
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Coney’s Latest Ride, The Cyclone Opens

CONEY ISLAND, N.Y,, July 2 — Its
one d thing after another in Coney.
The T:tl:st ride sensation that has swept
the Island is the cyclone. It lives up to
its title, and has already cstablishccf an
enviable reputation as a thriller. It is ac-
cumulating the shekels: abundantly.
Large crowds are in evidence until the
2 am. curfew. The location is excellent,
in the heart of Coney, where thousands
of amusement seekers mill thru the maze
of every conceivable form of entertain-
ment, at the corner of Surf avenue and
West End street, where the giant coaster
formerly dotted the horizon. The Rosen-
thals, Jack and Irving, are responsible for
the cyclone, and tEcy have a 19-year
lease on the present site, which is owned
by the Coast Holding Company, consist-
ing of many prominent business and
amusement men of Coney. The cyclone
represents and investment of $100,000 and
is a Harry C. Baker product, pure and
simple. The rides was built over the
suggestions of the Rosenthals. Its spiral
dips are a feature. There are 3,000 feet
of track embodied in its construction.
Its main drop is 83 feet. One minute
and 40 seconds is required to complete
this cyclonic ride. It simply wows the
riders and the spectators and in itself is
a bally par excellence. There are nine
cars ané) each car rides eight people

giving it a total capacity of 72 people at
25 cents each, and 35 cents on Sundays
and holidays. Irving Rosenthal is per-
sonally in charge of the cyclone. Jess
Dupe is general manager. Bill McKee is
the superintendent of construction. Ver-
nan Keenan designed the ride. Three
brakemen are employed, three second-
fare men, two ticket sellers and ticket
collectors. The ride occupies a frontage
of 75 feet on Surf avenue and 500 feet
on West End avenue. Its construction
features must be visualized to be appre-
ciated. The power house is a complete
unit, and is LKc work of Eisenberg Bros.
of Brooklyn. The National Bridge Com-
pany, of New York, installed the steel
work. Cross, Austin & Ireland, of Lon

Island City, furnished the lumber. The stan

work was done by Menheimer & Weiss of
New York, and represents an expenditure
of $5,100. There is a 45-foot front ver-
tical sign, with four-foot letters, reading
“Cyclone”. There is a 30-foot entrance
sign. There are two signs on the struc-
ture, with letters 10 feet high. This is
a great repeat ride. One the big days it
was impossible to accommodate the re-
peaters. Negotiations are pending be-
tween the Rosenthals and Louis Gordon
concessionaire of Luna Park, who expects
to acquire an interest in this ride.
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ommissioner Orin Lehman

State Historic Preservation Office

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza

Agency Building 1

Albany NY 12238-0001

 Dear Commissioner Lehman:

. This letter is being written in-support of the request by Milt

~ Berger that the Coney 1Island C clone be designated as National

' Monument. fTha.gxglggg;is.cdrtaInly the roller coaster people
everywhere think of when discussions of roller coasters begin.
It represents what all coasters should be: famous, historic,
exciting. It is a classic coaster which has stood the test of time
and still endures as one of the very best, drawing people
even now from around the world to Coney Island.

My wife and 1 are members of the American Coaster Enthusiasts, £
and have been since its beginning in 1978. We have been riding .
the Cyclone on every visit to Coney Island since our first visit. -
¥ That ¥§§ iR 1972. We appreciate all roller coasters, but the e gl pe i
Cyclone is very special to Coney Island, to New York CLEN B8R ..o s

New York State, and, indeed, to all of America. It deéat#bgﬁﬁatfpﬁal
Monument status. In this year of renewed patriotism, Americans should
be proud to ‘so honor this wonderful ride, g e

o g ) ey | ,-.

Sincerely yours, S R &

7/ TP%

Robert T. Hooley
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<-/ i May 30, 1991

Dear Commissioner Lehman,

Let me start off by showing you the best of the best according to this coaster
enthusiast:

1991 Rollercoaster Top Ten

1. CYCLONE Coney Island Brooklyn, NY
2. TWISTER Elitch Gardens Denver, CO

3. TEXAS GIANT ~ Six Flags Over Texas Arlington, TX

4. MINDBENDER Fantasyland Edmonton, Alberta
S GIANT DIPPER Santa Cruz Boardwalk  Santa Cruz, CA
6. GIANT DIPPER Mission Beach San Diego, CA
A COASTER Playland Vancouver, B.C.
8. TEXAS CYCLONE Astroland Houston, TX

9. BEAST Kings Island Cincinnati, OH
10. THUNDERBOLT Kennywood Pittsburgh, PA

In 1980 I rode the Coney Island CYCLONE for the first time. It immediately became
my #1 rollercoaster. Over a decade and over one hundred more coasters later, this
classic ride remains at the top of my list of favorite coasters (see above). I've been
back to Coney Island four time§ since 1980 and the venerable CYCLONE has never
once disappointed me. I truly doubt that it ever will (or could!).

The CYCLONE is world-famous and for good reason! It delivers a coaster ride like
no other. Oh, they'll continue to try and copy it (i.e. the TEXAS CYCLONE,
GEORGIA CYCLONE, & PSYCLONE) but they'll never come close to the shear
terror that only Coney Island's can deliver! Please add this "quintessential”
rollercoaster to the list of National Monuments. Let's make sure it's around for
the next generation of thrill-seekers like myself.

Thanks a million!

ﬂ?@W@ ?«Mﬁmﬁ/
David Escalante

Northern California Regional Representative
American Coaster Enthusiasts

1116 Shelter Creek Lane DAY: (415) 335-8193
San Bruno, CA 94066 NIGHT: (415) 737-0595
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Commissioner Orin Lehman
State Historic Preservation Office
New York State Office of Parks,

Recreation and Historic Preservati
Govenor Nelson A. Rockefeller i
Agency Building 1

Albany, NY 12238-0001

May 30, 1991 | (L

Dear Commissioner Lehman: L

No amusement attraction is more deserving of placement on the
list of National and State Registers of Historic Places than the
Cyclone roller coaster at Coney Island, New York.

The ride is often called the single most famous amusement
attraction in the world.

Through its long and illustrious reign, it has come to personify
the American amusement park and its proud heritage of colorful
fun and excitement. »

This is a great roller Coaster, and an asset to be tresured by .
the city, state and country lucky enough to give it a home.

It also happens to be my personal favorite as the finest ride in
the world.

The historic, unique wonderful Cyclone deserves and has earned
its place on the Registers.

Public Relations Director
Immediate Past President
American Coaster Enthusiasts
1725 Portland ave.

St. Paul, MN 55104
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A Member of the SIX FLAGS family

DEL HOLLAND
President

May 30, 1991

Commissioner Orin Lehman

State Historic Preservation Office

New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire
State Plaza

Agency Bldg. 1

Albany, NY 12238-0001

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

As you may be aware of, AstroWorld in Houston, Texas duplicated the
original design of the Coney Island Cyclone roller coaster in 1976.
Since that time, other parks have followed our lead in bringing
back the "Cyclone."

The Cyclone roller coaster is the most famous individual ride in
= the amusement industry in the United States and is considered the
number one roller coaster by "coaster enthusiasts."

The Coney Island Cyclone is "truly the mother" of wooden roller
coasters and deserves to be recognized as a national monument.

Sincerely,
Del Holland
President and General Manager

DH:rk

cc: Milt Berger
Ray J. Ueberroth, President, American Coaster Enthusiasts
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2320 Green Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130
May 31, 1991

Commissioner Or
State Historic Preservation Office

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation d Historic
Preservation

Governor Nelson A Rockerfeller Empire State Plaza
Agency Building 1 4
Albany, NY 12238-0001

Re: Coney Island Cyclone

HISTOR
FIELD Sﬁcp&smva TI0
M"‘-“.

Dear Mr. Lehman: Smmgg
This letter is in support of the proposal to have the Cyclone
roller coaster, located at Coney Island in Brooklyn, placed on the

State and National Registers of Historic Places.

The first commercial roller coaster, which appeared at Coney
Tsland in 1884, was an “immediate success, and in the following
decades hundreds of such rides were built at amusement parks across
America, making the roller coaster the most popular of amusement
rides and the signature attraction at parks. By the 1920's the
technology of the wooden roller coaster had become fully developed,
and that heady, prosperous decade saw the construction of hundreds
of classic thrillers. In a decade known as the golden age of the
roller coaster, a few rides gained reputations that placed them in
an elite class above all the others. The Cyclone was one such
ride.

The roller coaster never lost its popularity, but the
amusement industry did not fare as well. Hundreds of parks closed
during the depression. In the postwar years, the decline of parks
continued as Americans turned their attention to other diversions
such as automobiles and television, and as changing real estate
values and urban social conditions forced other parks to close. As
these parks disappeared, so did their roller coasters. By the
1970's the number of wooden roller coasters in America had declined
from a peak estimated at over 1500 during the  1920's to
substantially less than 100.
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Mr. Orin Lehman 2 May 31, 1991

Fortunately, today the amusement industry is enjoying a second
era of prosperity, and each year we are once again seeing the
opening of new roller coasters. Most of these new rides are modern
steel coasters, but we are also witnessing a resurgence of the
wooden roller coaster, a true testament to their unique
characteristics and enduring popularity.

Some of the new wood coasters are going higher, and longer,
and faster that ever before. A few are attempting to emulate the
characteristics of the classic coaster of the golden age, and
several have been modeled after the Coney Island Cyclone. But
these rides are very different from the original version.
Sometimes the subtlest of changes in a ride's layout or profile can
make a big difference in the ride experience it delivers. The
differences between these newer imitations and the Brooklyn
original are both subtle and not-so-subtle.

The curves are a good example. The world class reputation of
the Coney Island Cyclone is founded on its superior mix of both
steep, stomach-taking dreps, and fast, only lightly banked turns,
the kind of curves that subject riders to strong centrifugal
forces, sliding them into each other or against the side of the
seat. On the newer versions, heavy banking has been introduced
into the curves for the express purpose of eliminating the
centrifugal forces on riders. One might say these rides are
producing only half the thrill of the original. Other important
differences include the trains. The Coney Island Cyclone's
original wood chassis trains, equipped with heavily upholstered
seats and simple, traditional restraint systems, afford passengers
an experience that is uninhibited, yet safe and comfortable.

In today's business environment it is unlikely that a roller
coaster truly comparable to the classic Coney Island Cyclone will
ever be built again. While today's larger rides are thrilling in
their own special way, the Cyclone delivers its classic thrills in
the style of a period that defined the roller coaster as the
ultimate thrill ride. One of only a handful of coasters surviving
from the golden age, the Cyclone is at the top of its class, and
a superlative, working representative the truly classic wooden
roller coaster at its best.



Mr. Orin Lehman 3 May 31, 1991

In considering the traditional amusement park and the classic
wooden roller coaster as significant components of the history
American popular culture, it is vitally important that everything
possible be done to ensure that the Cyclone survives and continues
to deliver its outstanding, time~honored thrills to present and
future generations. Placing the ride on the State and National
Registers would be an important step.

Very truly yours, "
AMERICAN COASTER ENTHUSIASTS .

Tom Halterman
Preservation Director

,‘
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KOCH TV PRODUCTIONS, INC. |\ «

Commissioner Orin Lehman

State Historic Preservation Officer
State Office of Parks, Recreation,
and Historic Preservation

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

SERVATION

Dear Commissioner Lehman, ERVICES (/0

I understand the Wat Astroland
Park/Coney Island is being idered for, 'nomination to the

National and State Register of Historic Places. I would like to
give my full and enthusiastic support to this notion.

Koch TV Productions produces the INVENTION series. INVENTION
is a co-production of the Smithsonian Institution and The Discovery
Channel. Recently, I had occasion to visit Astroland’s Cyclone for
a story on the history of the roller coaster. The Cyclone is
considered the ultimate roller coaster among most members of A.C.E.
(American Coaster Enthusiasts -- an international organization that
boasts more than 3,600 members). After spending a day filming on
and around the Cyclone, and after riding the coaster several times,
I completely agree. &

I was particularly taken by the maintenance and operations
people who work the Cyclone. Walter Williams, Head of Maintenance,
walks the track of the coaster each morning, looking for weak
spots. He has rebuilt a large portion of the Cyclone over the

years. Upkeep is an important part of preserving the safety of
this ride.

The coaster is a real symbol of Americana, a rich part of the
history of New York and America, and is a landmark for nostalgia
sake alone. Combine this with the actual ride of the coaster --

which is unrelenting in terms of its dips and turns -- and you
have something that is unquestionably worthy of preservation.

I had hoped to be able to send a copy of our piece, but we’ve

have fallen behind in our editing schedule and it will not be ready
for a few weeks. Thank you.

Sinc ly, E @ E ﬂ ! E_ H
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1101 St. Paul Street, Apt. 1101
Baltimore, MD 21202-2630
June 1, 1991

Commissioner Orin Lehman

State Historic Preservation Office

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Histor ic Preservation

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza il

Agency Building 1

Albany, NY 12238-0001

RE:  Cyclone Roller Coaster
834 Surf Avenue at W. 10th Street
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Commissioner Lehman,

As President of the American Coaster Enthusiasts (ACE), | am writing to support the
nomination of the Cyclone Roller Coaster to the National and State Registers of Historic Places.
ACE is the world's largest amusement park enthusiasts club with more than 4,200 members in
‘49 States, 15 countries, on five (S) continents. More than 70 amusement park related
corporations are members, including some of the largest and best known names in the outdoor
amusement industry. They have joined us to support our goals of preservation, appreciation,
and enjoyment of the roller coaster as the most thrilling amusement ride ever invented.

3

The Coney Island Cyclone is the most famous roller coaster in the world! Not only has it
been enjoyed by well-known celebrities, but it has thrilled millions of people from around the
world, who have come to Coney Island to ride it since it was opened in 1927. It is the one roller

= coaster in the wor1d against which all other coasters are measured.

in the United States alone, three replicas of the Cyclone are currently operating at parks
in Georgia, Texas, and California, and all of them are very successful.

Listing of the Cyclone in the Register will provide recognition of the national, state, and
local heritage represented by the Cyclone and will assist in its preservation. Given its historic
heritage, the Cyclone is certainly worthy of saving for current and future generations of
Americans and others from around the world to enjoy.

Yery sincerely yours,

?;%eberroth
President
cc: Milt Berger

S IREAK « FLASH = PIPPIN « GIANT DIPPER = LEAP THE DIPS = SCENIC RAILWAY = ZEPHYR = FIGURE EIGHT = DIPS = LIGHTNING

R\ KD pana
4 oS o
AMERICAN AMERICAN | [AMERICAN AMELICA A
COASTER (COASTE COASTER ClASTE C
NTHUSIASTS| ENTHUSIASTS [ ENTHUSIASTS) ENid P




Ken Smith

449 Weeden Street
Pawtucket, R. I. 02860-1719
A.C.E. Member #109

June 1, 1991

Commissioner Orin Lehman
Albany, New York

Dear Mr. Lehman:

- It has recently come to my attention that one of our
- American Coaster Enthusiasts members, Milt Berger, is nomi-
~ nating the Coney Island Cyclone roller coaster for listing
in the National and State Registries of National Monuments.

" I am writing you this letter to show my whole-hearted
support for this endegvor. The Cyclone is known as the most
famous and celebrated roller coaster in the world, and a
true classic that is®the standard by which all other roller
coasters are judged.

Yo My first ride on the Cyclone took place in 1965, and

" I have since carried on a twenty-five year love affair with
this ride. I try to make Coney Island my destination at
least once every summer. The Cyclone has been on the top
ten list of coasters ever since there has been a top ten list.

I hope that you will give this coaster the true desing-
nation that it truly deserves. It is certainly a unigque and
one of a kind ride, even with the three almost-exact copies
that have been recently built across the country.

Thank you for all you can do concerning this matter, it
will be greatly appreciated by all A.C.E. members who think
highly of this magnificent structure.

‘

Sincerely yours,
,/412:;0622{{

Kenneth Smith



15 D Summers P E 1 >
A
ms C Starkey PE 4 o
Lawrence R Bill PE

M Simon Sapstord. P E
James N Miller. PE. CIPE
Richard A Wuest. AlA
Frank Flora. Reg Arch

Davio T Richards. AIA

James D Bibbo
Marhs Summers

7800 LAUREL AVENUE
7199] CINCINNATI, OHIO 45243
| =] (513) 561-4020
FAX (513) 561-4027

SN

CURTIS D. SUMMERS, INC. u__J

ENGINEERS-ARCHITECTS June 3, 1991

Richard D Herndon P E Consultant

Commissioner Orin Lehman

State Historic Preservation Office
New York State of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preserva-ni-
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza

Agency Building 1

Albany, New York 12238-0001

Re: Coney Island Cyclone Wood Coaster
National and State Register of Historic Places ,°
Support for Nomination ’

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

As an active designer of wood coasters throughout the world, please accept my
support for the nomination of the Coney Island Cyclone to the National and
State Register of Historic Places.

In recent years, we have designed more wood coasters than any other firm in the
world and have a backlog of clients wanting coasters well into the future.
-

Two of our designs, the Georgia Cyclonme at Six Flags Georgia and the Psyclone
at Six Flags Magic Mountain opened to the public in 1990 and 1991 respectively.
Both were based on the Coney Island Cyclone. These, plus the Texas Cyclone at
Six Flags Astroworld (designed by William Cobb in 1976) prove that the Coney
Island Cyclone is a truly noteworthy design and is used as the basis for
creation of new coasters even to this day. This multiple adaptation in other
coasters also proves the old adage "imitation is the sincerest form of
flattery".

It also strongly indicates that the Coney Island Cyclone truly belongs in the
National and State Register of Historic Places.

Very truly yours,

0t derss

Curtis D. Summers

erh




June 3, 1991 ‘ﬁ

Commissioner Orin Lehman

State Historical Preservation Office .

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historicf?reservation
Empire State Plaza 1

Agency Building 1

Albany, NY 12238-0001

Re: CYCLONE ROLLER COASTER
Dear Mr. Lehman:

At the urging of Mr. Milton Berger, representative of Astroland Amusement
Park, Coney Island, Brooklyn, New York, I'm writing regarding the inclusion of
the Cyclone Roller Coaster into the National and State Register of Historic
Monuments. As a founder and“the first President of the

American Coaster Enthusiasts (a non-profit organization of 5000 worldwide mem-
bers who seek to preserve these unique thrill devices), I hope that this mat-
ter will not be taken lightly and that your office will seriously consider
such status for this wonderful piece of Brooklyn history.

Without laboring over the long and intricate history of the roller coaster I
wish to present the following facts regarding the Cyclome's present fragile
condition and why, after reviewing this information, it should receive state
protection from the threat of eventual loss.

(A) What is generally considered the first wood coaster, the
Switchback Railway, appeared in 1884 a few hundred feet from the
present Cyclone site. It's overwhelming popularity attributed to
the rapid development of the roller coaster up to the "golden era"
of design, the 1920's. Since that first example, over fifty (50)
assorted roller coasters have appeared on Coney Island (see list
attached) including the first looping coaster in 1895. Between
1907 and 1927, over twenty (20) coasters operated at the same
time, a feat unparalled elsewhere in the amusement industry.
Since 1983, the Cyclone is the last roller coaster to operate at
Coney Island. A question could be raised as to why, from such
a vast selection, the Cyclone is the sole survivor?

(B) Presently, it is only one of about 85 wooden coasters in
North America and one of only five (5) in New York State alone.
On a national scale, there are only eight (8) rides older than
the Cyclone still operating.



(C)

(D)

(E)

(F)

(G)

(g%

The metropolitan New York/New Jersey area boasted coasters in
every borough/county (including three in Manhattan!), a number
that easily approaches one hundred-sixty (160) rides. Only
three (3) remain today: two (2) in Playland, Rye, N.Y. and the
Cyclone.

With little objection the Cyclone was recently nominated and
selected a Landmark by the New York City Landmarks Commission, a
dubious honor from what is usually a very selective committee.

The Cyclone has gone through several dilemmas. Most recently,
inflated insurance -costs almost shut it down permanently. In
1975, the nearby N.Y. Aquarium wished to remove tie Cyclone for
further parking and/or exhibits. While that was’ unsuccessful,

a Houston park studied a proposal to move the Cyclone to a site
near the Astrodome. Considered unfeasible, a "duplicate" was
erected at Astroworld, in 1976. Titled the Texas Cyclone it has
shared top rated honors for over a decade with its Brooklyn
counterpart. In 1990, Six Flags Corporation built their version
at their Atlanta parks, the Georgia Cyclone, and another in 1991
at their Los Angeles park, apply christened, in a play on words,
the Psyclone. No other ride in history has been duplicated to
such an extent, especially after operating for fifty (50) years!
Obviously these parks have recognized the popularity of the
original Cyclone. 2

On the many occasions that I personally visited the Cyclone it

has played host to a contingent of responsible leaders in

politics, religion and the corporate world. It is not uncommon

to spot Hollywood celebrities who show up in limosines for a

few rides. In the past three seasons I have seen Neil Sedaka,

Matt Dillon, Kristy McNichols and George Plimpton take a few

spins, and I know why! In its 63 years of operation it has
entertained an estimated 30 million riders. During it's initial
seasons (1927 and 1928) it was getting 25 cents (sometimes 50 cents)
per ride, unheard of in the days of the 10 cent ride.

The Rosenthal Brothers financed the project in late 1926, and later
went on to operate Palisades Amusement Park. The ride was designed
by Vernon Keenan, with the profile by John A. Miller. What

Frank Lloyd Wright was to American Architecture, Miller was to the
American roller coaster. No man has designed and built more
amusement devices or parks during their lifetime, an amazing
tribute to the "master". The engineer was Harry G. Baker, who

was heavily involved in the amusement industry and later with

the design of the 1939-40 New York World's Fair. While all

those involved in the creation of the Cyclome are deceased, it

was this combination of futurists, designers and builders which
created possibly the most famous roller coaster ever built.



(H) Two world class riding endurance marathons have been held on the
Cyclone. Both records were entered into the Guinness Book of
World Records in 1975 and 1978.-

In summary, the Cyclome is probably the first name people, throughout

the world, think of in association with the word roller coaster. Generations
of New Yorkers have enjoyed it. It never fails to make the experts "top-ten"
rating lists and is generally considered the ride that others are compared
with when compiling such ratings.

At this time, with a rusting Parachute Jump on the endangered list and the
remainder of the amusement area on the decline, the Cyclome represents the
best Coney Island has to offer. It is my opinion (based on 18 years of
research) that Comey Islamd, in its present condition, would eventually cease
to exist as an amusement center with the Cyclome. It must be preserved

to keep the memories of generations alive.

I get no bigger thrill during the many talks and interviews I've done when a
reporter, in a puzzled tone, says, the Cyclome is still running?... I

thought it was torn down years ago". Without a doubt somewhere down the road
he's on his way to Coney Island to relive his childhood one more time.

Please support this nomination. If the Cyclome is not protected
Island will never be “the same.

/,'ncerely,
‘:‘ i (L’(,/—L‘( &MM&LL

\ Richard William Munch
95 Crestview Road
Fords, NJ 08863

Enclosure: New York State Coaster Directory

cc: Jerome Albert
Milton Berger
Tom Halterman
Ray Uberroth
Colleen Whyte



Toboggan/Scenic Railway

Switchback Railiway = SRl tlmira, NY.  Thompscn/Griftiths/Lrane.
Switchback Railway Oak Point, NY.  Thompson. e. 1888.
Switchback Railway Saratoga, NY.  Thompson. e. 1888.
T Hewed B ‘Athletic/Luna Park, Buffalo, . ~NY. Ingersoll/Harton. ER e 1 11T 5 11 S
Roller Coaster Bay View Park, Blasdell, Y. . ' e. 1911,
L.A. Thompson Scenic Railway - Bergen Beach Park, Brooklyn, B NY. Thompson. e. 1803.
Switchback Railway Bowery Bay, Jackson Aeights, NY.  Thompson. e. 1888.
L.A.Thompson Scenic Railway Brighton Beach Park, Brooklyn, NY.  Thompson. 1905-1912.
Toboggan . Brighton Beach Park, 8rooklyn, W e 1906-1912. N
Giant Safety Coaster/Chase Thru The Clouds  Brighton Beach Park, Brooklyn, - NY.  Jarvis. o — 1910-1918. T
Racing Coaster Bronx Park, Bronx, NY. Ingersoll/Miller. ( ~1918) i
L.A. Thompson Scenic Railway Carnival Court Park, 8uffalo, NY.  Thompson. 1910-1918. lov
Figure 8 Celeron Park, Jamestown, NY. e. 1908. >
_Gréyhound Celeron Park, Jamestown, NY. Miller/Brown. 1924-1959. "
Royal Gorge Coaster ) Clason Point Park, Bronx, NY.  Harton/Griffiths/Crane. 1910-1911. »
Red Racer Clason Point Park, 8ronx, NY.  Turpin. o 1970-1935.
Forest Coaster Clason Point Park, Bronx, NY. Harton. 1912-1935. foc
Deep Dipper Colonnade/Riverside Park, Schenectady, NY. e. 1922. lie
Bobs led Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY. Bartlett. 1941-1974. -
L.A. Thompson Scenic Railway’ Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY.  Thompson. 1887-1954. -
Giant Racer/Giant Coaster Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY. Jarvis/Coaster Construction Co. 1911-1926. "
Jackman's Thriller Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY. Jackaman. 1908-1823. Tee
Serpentine Railway Coney Island, 8rooklyn, NY.  Alcoke. (1885- ) e .
Whirlwind Ride Coney Island, Brooklyn, _NY.  Jackean. <. 1910, e
Comet Coney Island, 8rooklyn, NY. =) '
Electric Scenic Railway Coney Island, 8rooklyn, NY.  Thompson. e. 1906. i
Elephant Scenic Coney Island, 8rooklyn, NY. e. 1836. @
Ben Hur Racer Coney Island, Brooklyn, Y. 1308-1923. 2
Thunderbolt Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY. Miller/Moran. 1925-19882. lse
Red Devil Rider Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY. 1807-1923. Isz
Rough Riders Coney Island, 3rooklyn, NY. Mangels. e. 1907. 4
Drop The Dip Coney I[sland, Brooklyn, NY. Feucht/Mosley. 1907-1807. -
Oval Coaster Coney Island, 8rooklyn, NY. Hinckle. (1885- ) "
Cannon Coaster Coney Island, 8rooklyn, NY. Meyer. %= ) 3
Pike's Peak Railway Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY.  Thompson/Jackman. (1906~ ) %
Orfental Scenic Railway Coney Island, 8rooklyn, NY.  Thompson. (1801 ) &
Drop The Dip Coney Island, 3rook1yn, NY.  Feucht/Mosley. 1908-1923 i
8ig Dipper Coney Island, 8reokiyn, NY. Tho-ﬁon. 1921-1929. "
Limit Roller Coaster Coney Island, 3rooklyn, NY. i
Loop The Loop Coney Island, 8rookiyn, NY. Prescott. 1907-1910. lsi
Great Musical Railway Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY. Jackman. (. =1905)
Switchback Railway Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY. Thompson. (188~ ) -~ -
Wildcat Coney Island, 8rookliyn, NY.  Baker. (1930- ) N
Cyclone Coney Island/Astroland, 8roakiyn, NY. Miller/Keenan/Baker/Feucht/A. McKee. 1921. "
Glaciers Scenic Railway Coney Island/Dreamland, 8rooklyn, NY.  Thompson. 1910-1911. i
L.A. Thompson Scenic Railway Coney Island/Dreamiand, Brooklyn, NY. Thompson. ~ 1906-1971.. Ts
Coasting Thru Switzerland Coney Island/Dreamland, Brooklyn, NY. Ryan. . © 1804-1911,
Over The 6reat Divide/Touring The Alps Coney Island/Dreamland, 8rooklyn, NY. Auchy/Albright/P.T.C. U1907-1911, l;
Marine Scenic Railway Coney Island/Dreamland, 8rockiyn, NY.  Thompson. 1909-1911. 4
liz Coney Island/Feltman’s, 8rooklyn, NY. Mangels. e. 1908. <
Kiddie Coaster Coney Island/Kiddie Park, 8rooklyn, NY.  Thompson. (1926- ) 5
Drop The Dip Coney Island/Luna Park, Brooklyn, NY. Jarvis. (1924 ) e
Dragon's Gorge Coney Island/Luna Park, 8rookiyn, NY.  Thompson/Miller. 1904-1913. iz
Great Deep Rift Coal Mine Coney Island/Luna Park, Brooklyn, NY. Boyce/Thompson. (1806- )
Rocky Road To Dubiin Coney Island/Luna Park, 3rocKiyn, NY. Miller/Mangels. 7905-1923.
Coney Island/Luna Park, 8rookiyn, NY. Thompson. 1908-1922.



LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
225 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N, Y. 10007
(212) 883-1100

June 4, 1991

Orin ILehman

Commissioner

State Historic Preservation Officer

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation

Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza
Albany, N.Y. 12238

Re: The Cyclone Roller Coaster
834 Surf Avenue at West 10th St.

Brooklyn, Kings County
Dear Mr. Lehman: ol

lLaurie Beckelman, Chair of the Landmarks Preservation Commission, has
aﬂmdutonmumherbdmlftommmtforcmtsmthe
proposed namination of the Cyclone Roller Coaster to the State and National
Registers of Historic Places.

The Commission is happy to endorse this nomination. The Cyclone was
desigmtadaNawYorkcityI.arm\arkaulylz, 1988. The Cyclone has been
one of our country’s premier roller coasters since its construction in 1927.
DasigmdbymineerVeaneemnarﬂbuiltbynotedmnmtride
iJwentor}hnyC.BakerforJackaJﬁIwthml,theCyclmebelmgs
toanirmasinglymmgmzpofmod-tmckcoasters:mdemmildingcodu
make it irreplaceable. I enclose a copy of the findings the Commission
adopted when it made its designation.

I urge the State Review Board to give favorable consideration to this
nomination at its next meeting,

Sincerely yours,

.m ) : M
mm
Director of Research

cc: L. Beckelman

DR

6 1991 |

RIC PRESERVATION
?llgfg SERVICES BUREAU




" PINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

on the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the
architecture and other features of this structure, the Landmarks
Preservation Commission finds that the Ccyclone has a special
cheracter, special historical and aesthetic interest and value as
part of the development, heritage and cultural characteristics of
New York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important
gualities, the Cyclone is often cited as one of our country’s
best designed roller coasters, known for its speed and famed for
its exhilirating fan turns and steep drops: that it belongs to an
increasingly rare group of wood-track coasters, one of about
eighty-five extant from the 1,500 that once ‘thrilled America,
whose special gqualities are natural resilience, distinctive
sound, unique aesthetic as a structural frame, and relative ease
of replacing parts; that the Cyclone’s rarity is assured by
modern building codes which prohibit a timber-supported coaster
like the Cyclone from being duplicated; that it was built in
1927, at the zenith of Coney Island’s popularity; that it is one
of nearly two dozen roller coasters puilt at Coney Island, where
the world’s first coaster with cars mounted on wheels had been
introduced and where the ride came of age; that it was conceived
by Harxry C. Baker, a leading operator of amusement park rides in
the early-twentieth cengury; and that necessary maintenance and
repairs have conserve the Cyclone’s original integrity and
configuration. .

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 21,
Section 534, of the Charter of the city of New York and Chapter 3
of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of the city of New York,
the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark
the Cyclone, 834 surf Avenue at West 10th street, Borough of
Brooklyn, and designates Tax Map Block 8697, Lot 4 Iin part
consisting of the land on which the described improvement is
situated, Borough of Brooklyn, as its Landmark Site.



HA. T. Schmalzried
205 East Seventy Eighth Strect
New York City, New York 7002




City of New York The Arsenal

. Central Park
Parks & Recreation New York, New York 10021

Betsy Gotbaum
Commissioner

June 13, 1991

Mr. Jerry Rogers
National Park Service
1100 L Street N.W.

Room 6111

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation fully
and wholeheartedly supports the nomination of the Cyclone roller
coaster to the National and State Registers of Historic Places.
This historic Coney Island ride has been a designated city
landmark since 1988. Parks’ support of the designation was
contingent upon guarantees that routine and necessary maintenance
procedures would not be subject to additional approval processes.
It is my understanding that listing in the National and State
Registers will not change this agreement.

We are hoping to expedite the process of listing in the
National Register so that the public announcement might coincide
with festivities planned for the Fourth of July. Due to this
compressed time frame, Parks will waive its right to comment
during the 30-day federal review process.

If you have any questions regarding this issue, please
contact Parks Director of Planning, Stephen Whitehouse at (212)
360-3403.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

‘?DJS (oA~

Betsy Gotbaum

cc: John Bonifide
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The Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza

s
F
g New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
2 Agency Building 1, Albany, New York 12238-0001

OFFICE OF PAR;(S

NEW YORK STATE

Orin Lehman
Commissioner

June 18, 1991

Carol Shull

Nation Register Program Chief
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
1100 L Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20005

Re: The Cyclone Roller
Coaster
Brooklyn, Kings Co, NY

Dear Ms. Shull,

Please find enclosed a copy of the National Register
Nomination for the Cyclone Roller Coaster, located in Coney
Island, New York. As you may have been informed by Beth Savage,
the sponsor is anxious to gain National Register status for this
important local landmark. To this end, in consultation, with
Beth, we are forwarding the appropriate documents to you for
processing. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation in this
matter.

Coordinator
Survey, National Register and
Planning Unit

Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau « 518-474-0479
Urban Cultural Parks « 518-473-2375

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Agency



et iTY OF NEwW YORA
CE OF THE MAYOR
NEw York, N Y. 10007

June 20, 1991

Mr. Jerry Rogers
National Parks Service
1100 L Street N.W
Room 6111

ashington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Rogers:
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