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individual properies or districts. See instructions in Guidelines for ContPletTl^|3TFaNational Register Forms (Naticaial Register Bulletin 16). Oonplete each item by^e^lng 

"x" in the appropriate box or by entering the requested information. If an item does not
apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A” for "not applicable." For functions, 
styles, materials, and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcat^ories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets. 
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1. Naopae of B 
historic name THE rp. .TTHW TnRn ittct: 
other names/site number
2. Location
street & number 
city, town_____

FOREST ROAD BCIBEICW I I not for publication
vicinity

state NEW YORK code NY countv CHAITEAHOUA code 013 zip code 14701
3- massification
Ownership of property 
[X] private 
[ ]public-local 
[ ]public-state 
[ ]public-Federal

Category 
[X] building (s) 
[ ] district 
[ ]site 
[ ]structure 
[ ]c±»ject

Name of related multiple prcperty 
listings; NA

Number of resources within prc^erty 
contributing Noncontributing 

1 2 buildings
_________ _______ sites
_________  structures___________ ________ cijjects

1 2 Total
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register NA

4. State/Federal Aoencv Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic E>reservaticai Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nondnation [ ] request for determination of
eligibility m^ts the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set
forth in 36 CFR Bart 60. 

lonal Register criteri
this property [ ] 

tion sheet.my cp meets [ ] does not meet the

StaltS-
of certifying official 

' OCWnSSIONro FOR HESTCRIC H 
Federal agency and bureau

///A/
afe

A3ICW

In 
C ]

'opinion, the prcperty 
See COTitinuation ^eet. [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of coomnenting or other official Date
State or federal agency and bureau
5. National PaTic Service Oertificaticn
I herely, certify that this prcperty is; 
^ entered in the National Register.
* [ ] See continuation ^eet.
[ ] determined eligible for the National 

Register. [ ] see continuation sheet. 
[ ] determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
I

[ ] removed from the National Register. 
[ ] other, (explain;)

Signature of keeper Date of Action



6. Rincticn car Ose
Historic Function 
(enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic

Current Functions
(enter categories from instr\x:t;ions) 
Domestic ____________

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
enter categories from instructions)

Gothic Hgvival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)
foundation stcaie 
walls Frame

roof _ 
other

Eihincfle fAschalt)
Board-and-Batten ^eathina

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Ihe Dr. John Lord house is located in the village of Busti in southern Chautauqua 

County, about three miles north of the border between Pennsylvania and New York State. 
The nominated prx^serty, vhich consists of one contributing building, the house, emd two 

non-contributing modem buildings, the garage and the bam, incliides 6.84 acres of land. 
Boundaries were drawn to coincide with the current legal lot lines of the property and 

reflect the historic boundaries associated with the house during the period of 
significance.

The house is situated at the crest of a hill overlooking the center of the smal 1 
village of Busti, vdiich lies in a valley just to the west. Ihe ncminated property lies 

on the outskirts of the village in a rural area characterized by farmland and scattered 

modest dwellings with associated agricultural outbuildings, a setting v^ich has not 
changed sxobstantially since the mid-nineteenth century. The Lord prc^)erty originally 

included four outbuildings: a chicken cocp, a shed, and two bams. With the exception 

of one bam demolished in the 1960's, these outbuildings were destroyed by a tornado in 

1985. Today the house is bordered mcwn lawns and flanked by modem perennieil gardens.

The two cuid one-half story Gothic style fcinnhouse is a wood balloon frame structure 
sheathed with original wooden board and batten siding atop a coursed aghia-r foundation. 
In form and massing, the house ejdiibits an asymmetrical design conposed of cross-gabled 

rectangular principal masses with a gable-roofed wing to the rear. The sides of the 

principal masses include minor gables vhile the rear wing features pointed-arched roof 
dormers. The pitch of the various roof

[X] see continuation sheet
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elements is imiformly steep. Windows on the vpper story are Gothic-arched with double- 

hung sash containing two lic^ts in the Icwer sa:^ and Gothic tracery in the v^per sa^. 
Windows on the Icwer floor contain double-hung sash with two-over-two lights. All 
windows are surmounted by drip moldings and flanked by louvered Gutters. Original 
scroll-sawn vergeboards decorate the open rakes at the gable ends.

The principal elevation faces the south. It is composed of the gable-end of one 

principal mass and the side of the other principal mass. The first story of the south 

facade features a verandah which runs almg the side-gabled portion of the elevation. 
Its shallcw hipped roof is sipported hy square chamfered posts which have scroll-sawn 

decorative brackets at the roof junction. The verandah shelters the front entrance as 

well as a double-hung sa^ window containing two-over-two lights, both surmounted by 

rectangular drip moldings. The front door features paired lancet windows. The first 

story of the front facade's gable end contains a pair of double-hung sash windows 
containing two-over-two li^ts grouped under a single tripartite drip molding. Located 

above the verandah is a minor gable and a single Gothic-arched double-hiong sash window 

flanked by small quatrefoil windows. The upper story of the gable-end mass that 

ccmprises the remainder of the front facade features an oriel composed of two Gothic- 

arched windows. This is surmounted by another quatrefoil window in the apex of the 

gable.

The east elevation consists of the long side and the gable end of the two principal 
masses, as well as the side of the rear wing. Fenestration follows the pattern eshibited 
on the principal (south) facade, with Gothic-arched windows on the i;pper story and 

rectangular windows cai the first story. All have drip moldings conforming to the shape 

of the windows. Notable features of this elevation iiK:lude a projecting, one-story bay 

window on the first story.

The north elevation of the residence is dominated hy a one and one-half story gable- 

roofed wing. Ihe wing features symmetrically placed windows, with double-hung sash 

containing two-over-two lights identical to those throu^out the house. Four small
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Gothic-arched dormers pierce the roof. A full length porch dominates the eastern 

elevation of the wing. The porch was added to the house in the mid-twentieth century.

Ihe western elevation of the house is similar to the eastern elevation, consisting 

of a gable-end and a side-elevation of the principal masses. A minor gable is centered 
on the side-elevation portion of this facade. The pattern of fenestration is also 

similar, featuring Gothic-arched windows above and rectangular windows and a bay window 

on the first story. This elevation is distinguished from its eastern counterpart, 
however, by a tripartite Gothic-arched window located on the second story above the bay 
window. As with the eastern elevation a small quatrefoil window is located below the 

apex of the principal gable.

The interior of the house is characterized by an asymmetrical arrangement of 

unequally sized rooms organized curound a central hall. Floors throu^iout the house 

consist of wide pine planks. Wide ccmposite moldings are used for the baseboards, door 

and window architraves in contrast to the cornice moldings, vhich are narrow. With the 

exc^xtion of the quatrefoil and dormer windows, the majority of the windows on both 

floors surmount wooden panels. Ihe house retains its original four-panel doors, catplete 
with hardware and ceramic doorkncbs.

To the west of the main entrance lies a formal parlor vhich contains a projecting 
three window bay along its western wall. Hie north wall of the room features an original 
fir^lace with a round-arched hearth opening edged in marble and surrounded ty brown and 

vhite faux marble. Hie siitple mantel shelf is sv;5ported by a wooden escutcheon centered 

over the hearth opening. Immediately to the north of the parlor is a smaller room 
originally used as an office by Dr. Lord. This has ein entremce leading it from the 

western porch.

Hie eastern side of the first floor ccoitains a second front parlor, now used as a 

dining room. It retains its original moldings and wall finishes, as well as a wide band 

of wainscoting topped by a chair rail. Hie fireplace in this rocm was added in the early 

Twentieth century.
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The original dining room is located to the south of the eastern front parlor. This 

room was converted into a kitchen in the 1950's with the addition of wall-mounted 

cupboards and cabinetry enclosing a sink and ovens. A partition was built on the west 
side of the room, creating a narrow hallway between the western parlor and the newly 

remodeled kitchen. The room retains its original three window bay, window architraves, 
and comice molding.

A small pantry once connected the original dining room to the kitchen in the rear 
wing. This area was altered in the 1940s ty the addition of a new entrance leading from 

the east porch as well as the addition of new partitions to create a small entrance 

vestibule and a bathroom. The curved wall of an enclosed stairway separates this area 

from the central hall.

The rear wing originally contained a kitchen to the south and a storeroom to the 

north. The kitchen is now used as a den. While it retains its original cornice, door and 
window architraves. There is an intact exterior entrance to the room cLLong its western 
wall vhich dates fron the construction of the house. The storage area to the rear of the 
kitchen contains an original single-run stair leading to the second floor. The rear of 
the wing housed a woodshed vhich was replaced by a small wooden stoop.

The second floor of the house consists of two chambers on the west side of the 

central hall and two chambers on the east side of the hall. The rear chamber on the 

east side is now occi:5)ied by two bathrooms. Two additional chambers are located in the 

rear wing. The hallway is notable for its intact grained woodwork. Doors along the 

hall giving access to the bedrooms are surmounted ly rectangular glazed transoms vhich 

are original to the house. The two rear bedrooms are s^arated ly the stair vhich rises 

from the first floor storage area. The second floor retains a hi^ degree of integrity 

with the e»:eptiQn of a partition in the northwest bedroom added to create two bathrooms 

in the mid-twentieth century. The third floor attic is unfini^ed.

The nominated property also includes two non-contributing outbuildings, both built 

in 1985. A two bay, one and one-half story wood frame garage lies about twenty feet
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north of the rear of the house. Ihis twenty-four foot square, gable-roofed building is 
sheathed in wooden board and batten siding. A brick patio, installed in 1986, separates 

the garage from the house. The modem board and batten bam is located about 80 feet 
north of the house. It is a large thirty-by-forty foot, caie and one-half story wood 

frame building with a gable roof.



8. Statenenb of
Certi^ing official has considered the significance of this property in relaticai to 
other prqperties: [ ] nationedly [ ] statewide [X] locally
i^licable National Register Criteria [ ] A [ ] B [X] C [ ] D

Criteria Considerations []A []B []C []D []E []F []G

Significant DatesAreas of significance 
Architecture

Period of Significance 
1867

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Ardhitect/Builder 
unJoTown_________

State significance of prc^jerty, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas 
and periods of significance noted above.

Ihe Dr. John Lord house is architecturally significant as a distinctive example of 
mid-nineteenth century Carpenter Gothic style residence in the village of Busti, 
Chautauqua County, New York. Built in 1867 by local physician John Lord, the residence 
embodies the theories associated with the Picturesque movement of the mid-nineteenth 

century, vhich promoted an imaginative rcanantic approach to architecture and nature as 

popularized by designers and writers such as Alexander Jackson Davis, A.J. Downing and 

Calvert Vaux. Despite additions and minor alterations to the building, the Lord house 
retains integrity of setting, location, feeling, association, design, materials, and 

craftsmanship to a hi^ degree. The residence stands as one of western New York's 

finest examples of the rural Gothic farmhouse design.

While the revival of Gothic forms dates back to the ndd-18th century in England, its 

earliest application to domestic buildings of modest scale in this country is seen in 

the designs of Alexander Jackson Davis in the 1830's. The ideeils of the Picturesque 

approach were pcpularized in the pattern books of Andrew Jackson Downing and others in 

the period between 1842 and the Civil War. They are characterized by an eclectic impulse 

that embraces the use of architectural elements from various periods, such as the

[X] see continuation ^eet
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Gothic, Rctnanesque and Renaissance, and from a variety of countries, including England, 
France, Itcily, and Switzerland. In this idiom, the dwelling was to provide not only 

physical beauty but comfort and ^iritucil serenity as well. Influenced by those English 

architects trained in late sixteenth century English Gothic architecture vho 

popularized the Gothic Revival movement in Europe during the early and mid-nineteenth 

century, the American Romantic architects adopted the asyrametriceil massing, pointed 

arches, projecting bays and pavilions, steeply pitched roofs, porticos and dormers of 
the Gothic Revival style, an idiom which they felt best expressed their ideals.

Ihorou^iout this period the theories associated with the Picturesque mcvement gave 

rise to several distinctive architectural variations, including the Carpenter Gothic 

style. The Carpenter Gothic style, like other Cottage architecture of the period, was a 

product of the proliferation of architectural pattern books, the evolution of the 

balloon-framing system and the abundance of lumber as a building matericil. Ihe Capenter 
Gothic style was characterized by its box-lUce floor-plan, steely pitched roofs, 
balloon-framing, board-and-batten or flat-board siding and Gothic details. Ihe most 
distinctive feature associated with this style is the prolific use of scroll-sawn wooden 

ornamentation.

Ihe design of the lord house includes numerous characteristics associated with the 

style, including its two-story balloon-frame form, asymmetrical massing, cross-gables 

decorated with ornate vergeboards and gable trim, gable dormers, projected bay windows, 
ornate porches. Gothic-arched double-hung windcws, projecting eaves, quatrefoils, and 
oriel windows. In addition, the Lord house is clad in the characteristic board-and- 

batten sheathing recommended by A.J. Downing as cpprcpriate for Gothic cottage 

architecture. Ihis material was promoted over the traditioncil clapboard or shingle 

sheathing because of its picturesque qualities as well as its truthful external 
ejpression of both Gothic verticality and of the underlying wooden balloon-frame 

structure of the house.
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With its substantial integrity of design and materials, the Dr. John Lord house is a 

fine exairple of a Carpenter Gothic cottage, and a rare example of this type of 
residential architecture in this rural area of western New York State.



9. Ifaior Rihl iocpTartiiral Wp>fiP!rpTinF!S

Previous documentation on file (NFS):
[ ]

[ ] 

[ ] 

[ ] 

[ ] 

[ ]

preliminary determination of 
individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested 
previously listed in the National 
Register
previously determined eligible by 
the National Register 
designated a National Historic 
lantamark
recorded by Historic American 
Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American 
Engineering Record #

[X] See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
[X] State historic preservation 

office
[ ] Other State agency 
[ ] Federal agency

[ ] Local government 
[ ] University 
[ ] Other
Specify r^xository:

10« Geexirarhical Data
Acreage of property 6.84 acres

DIM References
A I1I8I I6I4I2I2I9I0I 141 61515151 3101

Zone Easting Northing
C I I I JJ I I I I I LS.1. i.. L I I I Zone Easting Northing

Bill 
Zone 

D I I I 
Zone

■I I I I I I IEasting
■I-I.-L I .1 UEasting

J.1. 1. I I I INorthing
I I I J I I I
Northing

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Ihe boundauy of the John Lord House is ^cwn as the solid black line on the 
acccmpanying map entitled Ihe Dr. John Lord House, Busti, Chutauqua County, N.Y.

[ ] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

Ihe Dr. John Lord house is located in the village of Busti in southern Chautauqua 
County, about three miles north of the border between Pennsylvania and New York State. 
Ihe nominated prcperty, vhich consists of one contributing building, the house, and two 
non-contributing modem buildings, the garage and the bam, includes 6.84 acres of land. 
Boundaries were drawn to coiiciide with the current legal lot lines of the prcperty and 
reflect the historic boundaries associated with the house during the period of 
significance.

[ ] See continuation sheet

n. Ftann Prepared Bv
name/title Jchn A. Bonafide, Procrram Assistant
organization NYS Office of Parks. Rec. and Historic Preservation date 12/14/90 
street & number E.S.P.. Agency Bldg. 1 telephone 518-474-0479 
city or town Albany state___________________________NY zip code_ 12238
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 91000104

Lord. Dr. John. House
Property Name
N/A

Date Listed; 03/02/91

Chataucfua
County

NY
State

Multiple N2une

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject to 
the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in 
the nomination documentation.

signati^Lr^ of the l^per Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

4. State/Federal Aaencv Certification:

The property [x] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register 
criteria.

This information was confirmed with John Bonafide, NYSHPO, by 
telephone.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without attachment)
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