
UNTUD STKTES CEPRRlMENr OF THE IMIRrCR 
NATICNAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL RBSISrER OF HISTCNIC PEACES 
RFgrglTOVTICN FQBM

CMB NO. 1024-0018, NFSur■ij
J 02-

U J Li

JAN 1 7 1991
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibilityAf^,-. 
individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines for Comnl^t^A. 
National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Ccmplete each item £>^S!fiS®g 
"v" in the appropriate box or by entering the requested information. If an item does not
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1^ Ifame nf PmnpfH-v
historic name III I
other names/site number
2. location
street & number SHEFFIEED httj. rqad
city, town

not for publication
I I vicinity

state NEW YORK code 036 county rrrnrHRFK code 027 zip code
magnification

Ownership of property 
[X] private 
[ ] public-local 
[ ]public-State [ jpublic-Federal

Category 
[X]building(s) 
[ ] district 
[ ]site 
[ ]structure 
[ ]object

Nunber of resources within property 
Contributing Noncontributing

Name of related multiple property 
listings:WA

.buildings 

.sites 

.structures 
objects 
lotal

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register____ 0

4. State/Ftederal Aoencv Oertlficatiani
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] request for determination of 
eligibility ineets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set 
forth in 36 CFR Pa^rt 60 .yin iriy c^inion, this property [X] meets [ ] does not meet the 

:ional Registei/critejfta. [ ] See continuation sheet.

iture of certifying ol 
Commissioner for cial

istoric Preservation
Date

Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. 
[ ] See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or federal agenoy and bureau
5. National Paric Rervine Certification

lereby, certify that this property is: 
entered in the National Register.

[ ] See continuation sheet.
] determined eligible for the National 

Register. [ ] see continuation ^eet. 
] determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

Jf/
/

] removed from the National Register. 
] other, (explain;)

y
iture of ke^)er Date of Action



6. FUnctdcn or Use
Historic Function 
(enter categories from intructions) 
ncMpyrTTC/sinale dwellincr

CXarrent Functions
(enter categories from instructions) 
DCMESnc/sinale dwellincf

7- npHcriptirq,
Architectural Classification 
enter categories from instructions)

Colonial Revival

Materials(enter categories from instructions) 

Stonefoundation 
walls ____ Wood
roof _ 
other

Asctelt

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Hidderihurst, the retirement heme of paint manufacturer, real estate developer and 
horse breeder Thomas B. Hidden, is geographically sited at^ a steep hill with swe^ing 
views overlooking the Harlem River Valley. It is situated in Millerton, New York, at 
the northern end of Dutchess County adjacent to Sharon and Lakeville, Connecticut. Ihe 
three-bay, two-story, hip roofed, center hall, Georgian Revival style house is 
surrounded by a well maintained greensward edged on all sides but the north by mature 
stands of copper beech and pine. Althoun^ the parcel of approximately seventeen acres 
on which the house stands represents a small portion of the 450 contiguous acres that 
Hidden once owned, its size is large enough to preserve and convey the rural estate 
setting the house enjoyed early in the Twentieth century. Ihe nominated parcel conforms 
to existing property lines. Many of the associated estate buildings on the subdivided 
property are no longer extant, and the estate's former farm conplex no longer retains 
sufficient integrity to be included in the nomination. Ihe Hiddenhurst corplex contains 
the main house (one contributing building) and a garage/caretakers house (one non­
contributing building) that has been extensively altered.

Ihe house is set on a large plinth of vindressed eishlar masonry vhich also sipports a 
wooden deck that surrounds the residence. Ihis veranda serves as a mediating element 
between the house and the surrounding landscape. It is surrounded by a balustrade 
consisting of paneled corner pedestals and balusters with extremely narrow sleeves in 
proportion to their bellies. Ihis enclosing device is interrupted on the east and west 
to aoccramodate side access to the building. The side entrances are located beneath 
trellises supported ty paired Corinthian colurains echoing the original catposition of the 
main entry.

The imposing main entrance on the southern facade is characterized by a two-story 
monumental portico articulated as a Corinthian entablature with block modilion comice 
that unites with the eave of the roof. Ihe underside of the projecting architrave is 
paneled. Paired fluted columns with Tuscan capitals, replacements of the original 
Corinthian ones, support this Classically correct Corinthian entablature. Fluted 
Corinthian pilasters on the wall surface coanplete the illusion of support. Surmounting 
this entablature is another balustrade matching that of the verandah.

At the wall plane of the front (south) facade the clapboard ^eathing is interrupted 
by the main entry articulated as a two-story frontispiece. At the first story the 
central ^try is suirmouinted by an elliptical transem with a decorative volute keystone. 
Its stained glass is secured by Adamesque-style cames while the haunches above are 
paneled. The transom is separated from the entry by a small cornice of ogee and 
drillwork molding while the leaded half-glass door itself is flanked by quarter 
pilasters abutting narrow sidelights above paneled bases. Ihese small sidelights are in 
turn flanked by projecting pilasters. Flanking this entry are larger stained glass

[X] See continuation sheet
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sidelights whose lintels repeat the molding pattern above the door. 
Paired consoles articulated as volute scrolls with foliate carving 
support a projecting balustered balcony while a double door with 
shouldered architrave and volute keystone provides access to the balcony.

The symmetrical flanking bays of the main (south) facade are 
articulated by French doors on the ground floor and eight-over-one, 
double-hung windows on the second floor. The matching moldings are 
simple projections. This composition is terminated at the corners by 
rusticated quoins, while the decorative frieze, with egg-and-dart and 
dentil moldings, continues around the entire house. Piercing the hipped 
roof in the center of each bay is a gabled dormer with returns, a round- 
arched window with keystone, and double-hung sash.

The east and west elevations of the building are virtually identical 
and symmetrical. On each side quoins and a molded frieze and cornice 
surround a clapboard wall of three bays containing French doors under 
eight-over-one windows. The roof is pierced by two gabled dormers 
matching those of the southern facade. On the eastern elevation the bay 
containing the service functions of the house is fenestrated with six- 
over-one double-hung windows as well as a small casement window on the 
second floor indicating the location of a cleaning room with slop sink.

The three-bay rear elevation presents a more relaxed and understated 
version of the main facade. Double-hung windows of various sizes flank a 
central entrance. French doors at the second floor lead out to a small 
balustered balconette. The rear entrance at the first floor is 
surmounted by a molded architrave; the door is flanked by wide 
sidelights. A projecting one-story wing with corners defined by paneled 
pilasters houses the pantry. Just above the eaves three gabled dormers, 
matching the others in the house, penetrate the roofline.

The roofline of the house is enlivened by three chimneys, a 
balustrade, and a projecting circular monitor for a skylight. The 
balustrade, consisting of stick balusters and finial topped posts, is a 
modern replacement of an original element. The most distinctive elements 
of the roofline are the brick chimneys. All three are identical and rise 
from the roof as blind arches with stone imposts and keystones. Above 
the arches a seven-course corbel projects in and out. Atop this 
corbelling the brickwork is articulated as a narrow recessed panel while 
the entire composition is terminated by a narrow capstone.

The interior of the house is laid out in a simple central hall, 
double pile plan. At the first floor level the dining room and service 
area are located to the east of the hall; the living room and drawing 
room are to the west. Each room is articulated in a different style, 
ranging from Rococo through Late Georgian.
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Through the use of Tuscan columns and pilasters, the central hall is 
split visually into three parts; the vestibule, a central circulation 
area, and the stair area. All three are united by a common cornice, 
chair rail and dado paneling. The simplicity of the chair rail and dado 
act as strong counters to the elaborate cornice, which echoes the 
Corinthian moldings of the exterior with bead-and-reel molding. Foliate 
modilions are in turn found above egg and dart, Greek fret and foliate- 
carved cyma recta moldings. The cornice is terminated in a triple fascia 
molding echoing the Corinthian ideal. Entrance to each of the rooms is 
through an elaborately decorated portal with sliding doors. Each portal 
is characterized by a projecting molded cornice supported by foliate 
consoles, while the door itself is surrounded by a shouldered architrave.

The west living room is vaguely Adamesque in style. Its deeply 
coffered ceilings enframe plaster panels with foliate scraffito and 
bosses. The cornice is extremely restrained and the portal echoes in 
wood the plaster of the hall side. To the north of the living room is a 
small drawing room that is an extravagant plaster study in the rococo 
with resplendent pargeting, rococo fireplace and cornice. On the eastern 
side of the house the dining room cornice matches that of the hall, while 
the ceiling is pargeted in a series of bands of foliate rococo motifs. 
The fireplace is embellished with double mantels and oversized Ionic 
columns.

At the northern end of the central hall, the curve of the staircase 
is duplicated in the bowing of the cornice in this area. The stair 
itself flows down from the second floor in a graceful, open cantilevered 
spiral. Its balustrade has rather simple turnings but the step area of 
the stringer is decorated with elaborate foliate carving. Above the 
stair rises a dome supported by Ionic columns. The dome's curved coffers 
are triangular, with an olive branch motif separating the individual 
panels. In the oculus of the dome is a stained glass window depicting 
festoons of hollyhocks.

The second floor of the house, outside of the staircase, is more 
subdued. The distinguishing element in each bedroom is the fireplace, 
and these range in style from Classical to Queen Anne. The bathrooms 
retain original tile with decorative bands beneath bull-nosed caps. The 
third floor, originally intended for servants, is rather plain with the 
exception of an oval room surfaced with varnished matchboard siding.

The only other building on the property is a non-contributing 
combination kennel, three car garage and caretakers house. Sited behind 
the main house, the caretakers house is L-shaped in plan and consists of 
a central, two-story, clapboard-surfaced, hip roofed dwelling with six- 
over-one sash with simple surrounds. To its east is a one-story, gable 
roofed, three-bay wing with two-over-two sash and to its west is a modern 
three-bay, gable-roofed garage connected to the central section with a 
smaller, enclosed breezeway. The modern additions have altered the
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building's original massing to the extent that it does not contribute to 
the significance of the nominated property.



R- Sfeit-pinpnh gf Sigpifirginne
Certifying official has ccaisidered the significance of this property in relation to 
other properties; [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally

i^licable National Register Criteria [ ] A [ ] B [X] C [ ] D

Criteria Considerations []A []B []C []D []E []F []G

Areas of significance 
ARCHITECIURE

Period of Significance 
1903

cxatural Affiliation 
NA

Significant Dates 
______1903

Significant Person 
NA

Architect/Builder 
UNKNOWN________

State significance of prop^ty, and jxastify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas 
and periods of significance noted above.

Hiddenhurst is architecturally significant as a hi^ily intact and distinguished 
example of Neo-Georgian style residential architecture in Dutchess County. It was built 
in 1903 as part of the coiantry estate of Thomas B. Hidden, a paint manufacturer and 
Manhattan real estate investor. The building embodies many of the defining features of 
the eclectic Neo-Georgian residential style, including two-story rectangular massing 
with a prominent hipped roof and balustrade, a monumental portico sv;pported by Classical 
columns, an accentuated front entrance with leaded-glass transom and Classical 
pilasters, and heavily ornamented interior spaces using a variety of historical motifs. 
This opulent mansion retains an extremely high degree of interior and exterior 
integrity. The original 450-acre estate has been reduced to a seventeen-acre holding 
that inclvKJes one outbuilding, a non-contributing garage/caretaker's house.

Convenient to New York and Connecticut rail lines, the Harlem Valley and its 
Berkshire environs was an area that attracted large numbers of affluent simmer 
vacationers from New York and Hartford during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Hiddenhurst was built by Thomas B. Hidden, a prosperous New York paint 
manufacturer turned real estate investor, vho was one of a number of wealthy New Yorkers 
that chose to live or vacation in the Harlem Valley. The estate became his principal 
residence after it was ccitpleted in 1903, although he continued to own properties on 
Broadway and Madison Avenue in New York City. In ooc^jeration with the Harlem Railroad 
Co^ration, Hidden built a new stone station at the foot of the hill below his mansion. 
While serving his own transportation needs, the station was also designed to prcmote his 
extensive speculative landholdings in the area. The station is no longer associated 
with the mansion.

Hidden lived on the estate from 1903 until his death in 1918. During that time he 
raised trotter ponies on the property which were trained on a one-half mile track 
encircling his stables. This horse complex was destroyed by fire in the 1940's. In 
addition. Hidden maintained a dairy farm on the prcperty, using the Harlem rail line to 
transport his produce to New York City markets. The farm complex has been subdivided 
from the remaining property associated with the mansion, and no longer retains 
sufficient integrity to be included in the nomination.

[X] See continuation sheet
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The form of Hiddenhurst followed stylistic trends that began in the 
last decade of the Nineteenth century. The World's Columbian Exposition, 
held in 1893 in Chicago, popularized monumental architecture inspired by 
classical models. Many of the pavilions at the exposition also drew 
heavily on the country's previous interest in the Early Classical Revival 
and Greek Revival styles. In this way Georgian, Adam, Early Classical 
Revival, and Greek Revival traditions, which originally spanned a century 
and a half of the nation's history, became fused into the eclectic 
Neoclassical style. Neoclassical was a dominant style for domestic 
building throughout the country during the first half of the twentieth 
century. Never quite as abundant as its closely related Colonial Revival 
contemporary, it had two principal waves of popularity. The first, from 
about 1900 to 1920, emphasized hipped roofs and elaborate, correct 
columns. Many examples relied on these essentially Georgian features for 
their principal inspiration and are referred to as Neo-Georgian in 
design. Hiddenhurst epitomizes this tradition. The second phase, from 
about 1925 to the 1950's, was characterized by a larger degree of 
variation and eclecticism in form and ornamentation.

The design of Hidden's 1903 house reflected the most up-to-date 
trends in American architecture. Although Hiddenhurst has not been 
attributed to a specific architect, its high style indicates that it is 
the work of a skilled designer; one who was familiar with the then- 
current architectural trends and literature. For example, the house is 
very similar to an "ideal house" popularized in The Modern American House
published by the Architectural Record in 1904.^

Hiddenhurst is one of the most architecturally significant estate 
buildings surviving in the Harlem River Valley. As built, it is a 
textbook example of Neo-Georgian architecture from the early twentieth 
century. The mansion retains a remarkable degree of physical integrity. 
Although the setting is reduced from Hidden's original holdings, the 
surviving seventeen acres, coupled with the relatively undeveloped nature 
of the surrounding property, retains the imposing setting of the estate.

FCK)TNOTES:
1. The Modern American Residence. 

Record Company, 1904).
(New York: Architectural



q. Tfa-ior BihlintTrTurhiral Itef

The Modem American Residenoe. New York: Architectural Record Ccrapary, 1904.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[ ] preliminary determination of 

individual listing (36 CER 67) 
has been requested

[ ] previously listed in the National 
Register

[ ] previously determined eligible 
the National Register 

[ ] designated a National Historic 
Landmark

[ ] recorded ty Historic American 
Buildings Survey #

[ ] recorded by Historic American 
Engineering Record #

[ ] See continuation sheet

Primary location of additioned. data: 
[X] State historic preservation 

office
[ ] Other State agency 
[ ] Federal agency

[ ] Local government 
[ ] ISiiversity 
[ ] Other

Specif repository:

10. Geocgachical nnta
Acreage of property 17 acres

UIM References
A I1I8I I6I2I3I6I6I0I 14161319131II01 

Zone Easting Northing
C I1I8I I6I2I3I6I1I0I I416I3I9I2I2I0I 

Zone Easting Northing

B I1I8I 
Zone 

D I1I8I 
Zone

|6|2 3I6I7I0I
East]mg
I6l2j3l6l0l0l
Easting

I4I6I3I9I2I4I0I
Northing
I4I6I3I9I1IQIQI
Northing

[X] See ccaitinuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Descriptiai

Hidderihurst is located on the north side of Sheffield Road, southeast of the 
hamlet of Coleman Statical, in the town of Millertcai, Dutchess County, New 
York. The seventeen acre nominated parcel cxaiforms to existing property 
lines.

[ ] See oontinuaticai sheet
Bcxjndary Justification

The seventeen acre nominated parcel includes all of the original estate still 
associated with the Hiddenhurst mansicai. The remaining acreage of the original 
property has been subdivided and sold off. Most of the estate buildings cai 
the subdivided property are no longer extant. The farm cxaiplex of the estate 
no Icaiger retains sufficient integrity to be included in the nomination.

[ ] See continuation ^eet

11. Ftam Prepared By
name/title Robert D. Ruhn. Historic Preservation Prociram Assistant
organization NYS Office of Parks. Rec.. & Historic Preservation date November 
street & number Agency Blda. 1. Empire State Plaza telephone (518) 474-0479 
city or town Albany state New York zip code 12238

1990
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UTM COORDINATES (cont'd);

E 18 623320 4639110
F 18 623340 4639330
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