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1. BUILDING NAME(S); Chaumont Grange Hall & Dairymen's League Building
ccnponent #6

2. COUNTY: Jefferson_____ Lvnie VTTiTAGE ChaumontTOWN _________
3. STREET lOCftnOJ: Main Street
4. OWNIRailP: a. public__ b. private _X
5. FRESENT CWNER: Mr. John loqan AIXRESS: PO Box 76. 3 Mile Bav.NY

 Present: Grange hall6. USE: Original: Grange Hall_______ _____________________
7. ACXZESSIBILrTY TO HJBIJC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes X No

Interior accessible: Ejqjlain No. private prop.
1:

8. BUILDING a. clajAx>ard_ b. stone c. brick d. board and batten_
MATERIAL: e. cobblestone f. shingle_ g. stucco other: metal siding

9. STRDCIURAL 
SYSTEM: 

(if known)

a. vrood frame with interlocking joints
b. wood frame with li^t members_X
c. mascxiry load bearing walls__
d. metal (explain) 
e. other___________________

10. CJONDITTON: a. excellent b. goodc. fair d. deteriorated
11. INTEGRITY: a. original site b. moved_Ji if so, vAien 1935. same lot

c. list major alteraticxTS and dates (if known):
See attached item #18

12. EHOOD: See attached 13. MAP: See attached



14: TEiREATS TO BUIIDING: a. none known_X b. zoningL c. roads
d. develcpers_ e. deterioration_ 
f. other__________________________

15. RELATED OUTBUIIDINGS AND FROPERTY:
a. bam_ b. carriage house c. garage_ 
d. privy_ e. shed_ f. greehhouse_
g. shco h. gardens
i. landscape features:
j. other: N/A^

16. SURROUNDINGS OF IHE BUIIDING (check more than CTie if necessary)
a. qpen land_X b. woodland
c. scattered buildings
d. densely built-i;ip_ e. cannercial_X 
f. industrial_ g. residential_X
h. other

17. INTERREIAITCWSHIP OF BUIIDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

See attached continuation ^eets

18. OIHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF THE BUIIDING AND SITE: 
(include interior features if known)

See attached ccaitinuation sheets
siagFicaiiCE
19. CftTE OF OC»«STRUCnON:_JJ98_______________________

ARCHITECr:.

BUIIDER:

unknown

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECIURAL IMPORTANCE:

See attached continuaticai sheets

21. SOURCES: See cover document. Bibliography, Item 9

22. THEME/AREA(S) OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture 
CEG?TEE?IA: A, C
lEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: a. local_X b. state c. national
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17. Ihe ChaunoTt Grange Han & Dairymen's T^vicaje Building is situated south 
of Main Street (State Route 12E) near the east bank of Horse Creek in the 
village of Qiaumcnt, in the eastern part of the town of Lyme. Included in 
the nomination is a parcel of less them one acre of land historically 
associated with the property.

Ihe building cnce stood directly on the bank of Horse Creek, on the site 
of a lar^ nineteenth-century sawmill. After a 1935 flood washed away much 
of its limestcxie foundaticai, the building was moved to its present site seme 
40 feet to the east. It new rests c«i a level lot some 150 feet back from 
Main Street, facing north at a sli^it angle to a gravelled parking area and 
a small yard. Further north, beyond the modem bridge which Ccirries Main 
Street across Horse Creek, is the Lyme Free Library, housed in a much 
ciltered 1830s fanthouse. Thick vegetaticu lines both banks of Horse Creek 
and screens the backs of buildings edong Mill Street to the west and Horse 
Shoe Cove and Sawmill Bay to the south. On the cKijoining lot to the east is 
a large hoxise and horse bam, vhich is of the same approximate age as the 
grange building but vhich has been significantly eLltered.

dem intrusicsTs, the neighborhoodDue to stmctural alterations and 
has no historic district potential.

CcxTtributing buildings: 1

18. The Chaumont Grange Hall & Dairymen's Teague Buildincf is a two and one- 
half story, threeHay-feurHaay gable-frmt building, resting on a foundation 
ocxisisting of a dry-^nortar wall of limestcne blocks under the west wall and 
freestcuiding concrete blocks honder the two comers to the east. Its li^t 
wood frame is covered in wide horizmtal planks and sheathed in turn with 
galvanized metal siding, stanped to simulate wood clapboEurds. Typical 
windows are two-wer-two double-hung sa^, with seme missing or deteriorated 
sash replaced in 1987 by fixed four-light storm windows, original to the 
building. Topical doors are six-^panelled, with three long over three short 
vertical panels. The medium-pitch gabled roof is covered in standing-seam 
metcLl.

The principal (north) facade of the building features an enclosed 
exterior stairway covering its eastern half, with a single window and flat 
roof at the top. To the right of this staircase are two other single 
windows, one cn each floor. A wooden sign in the gable peak bearing the 
name "Chaumcait Grange No. 855" Wcis removed in 1987 as the building was being 
pednted.

The east elevation constitutes a secondary facade for the building and 
originally played a more active role in its related activities. To the 
ri^t is the single entrance door to the exterior stadrease, vhile at each 
end of the four-bay elevation are single windows. The second bay, now 
blind, once featured a covered porch and a large opening threu^ vhich milk
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and other dairy products were delivered into and marketed from the building. 
The opening was sealed after 1922 euid the porch ranoved in 1935. In the 
third bay is the single entrance door to the ground floor. Since the 
building's move in 1935, its wooden steps have not been r^laced and the 
door is not in general use. On the second floor above are four evenly 
spaced single windows. On the west elevaticai facing Horse Creek are four 
other single windows on each floor, vhile the south elevation, which once 
backed onto Horse Shoe Cove, features two single windows to a floor, 
flanking a blind central bay. Ihe brick chimney which once rose from the 
south gable peak is no longer extant.

The building is entered through the single door on the exterior 
staircase, formerly used by members of the Grange and their guests. To the 
left of a small vestibule is a door to the ground floor, which consists of 
an open room divided down the center by a row of four square wood posts. 
Walls and ceiling are sheathed in plain horizontal planks painted in shades 
of green. Framing evidence on the south wall indicates the size of the 
former opening throu^ vhich dairy products were passed. In the northwest 
comer of the room is a cxie-hole privy enclosed in walls of beaded tcaigue- 
and-groove boarcSs, ciltered at an urknown date and restored in 1987 to its 
origineLL ccsrfiguraticxis.

Ihe exterior straii^t-run staircase leads xqj to a small landing and to 
the second floor meeting hall, also an open space but of higher 
architectural finish than the ground floor. Walls and ceiling are sheathed 
entirely in matchstick tongue-and-^groove beaded boards, laid horizonteilly 
above a vertical wainscot and retaining their origiral vami^. Like other 
meeting halls in Lyme, the rocm is illuminated by three windows along each 
side and two more on the far wall. Ihe ceiling is elevated into part of the 
attic space for better ventilation and acoustics, producing angled 
configuraticxTS between wall and ceiling. At the south end of the hall is a 
raised stage with a hand-painted backdrop depicting an agricultural 
panorama. An ornate wood-burning stove and a cast-iron gaslight fixture 
survive in plac». In the northeast cxsmer of the hall is a small enclosed 
kitchen, also with matchstick panelling and a single window but with no 
plumbing.

20. Ihe Chaumont Grange Hall and Dairymen's Leacaie Building (c. 1898) is 
architecturally significant as an intac± representative example of grange 
hall/meeting hall plan and design in the town of Lyme. Largely intact on 
the exterior and interior, the building exhibits characteristic features of 
traditional grange/meeting hall design, including two-story three-by-five 
bay elongated plein, large open space and a privy on the first story and a 
iteetir^ hall on the second. It is unusual as a dual purpose community 
building, constructed in 1898 by the local Dairymen's League and leased and 
later owned by the Qiaumont Grange, attesting to the common purpose and 
important role of the two organizations in the improvement of farming 
practices and marketing dairy products from the rural North Country
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community. The building exeitplifies the traditional rural grange hall, 
developed naticmlly after the Civil War, in its form, plan eind interior 
finishes but with several modificaticxis, most notably the lack of a first 
story kitchen, due to its partial original use as the organizational and 
marketing bctse of the local Dairymen's League.

Ihe NatiaicLL Grange system, or the "Order of the PatrcMTS of Husbandry," 
was organized in 1867 ^jecificcilly to restore agricultural ccxiditicns in the 
devastated South and, in general. State, to promote rural welfare thrcu^iout 
the country. In 1873 the New York State Grauige was organized, with a more 
specific goal of uniting New York farmers against the major railroads, ^diich 
were charging excessive freight costs in their fierce ccrpetiticxi to ship 
Western goods to Eastern markets. In 1874 more thaui one hundred local 
greuiges were established throu^xxit the State, inclviding State Grange No. 
126 at Ihree Mile Bay (see Ihree Mile Bay Historic District. Component #12). 
Its grange hall of c. 1874 was to set a precedent for later grange and 
community halls in lyme.

By the 1890s the New York Grange system was at the height of its 
popularity. Not only did it provide a channel throu^ vdiich farmers could 
help control agriculture-related legislation amd promote better rural 
educaticxi, but the grange hall served as the center of community life. 
Virtually everyone in the commvinity belonged to at least one of the 
organizaticsTS viiich met in the hall, and virtually everyone attended the 
many lectures, plays, dinners and dances that were held there. In 1898, 
during the hay boom engendered by the Uesit York City market, two new granges 
were organized in Lyme: Point Peninsula Grange (No. 1030) in 1905, and 
Chaumcxit Grange (NO. 855) in 1898, with local farmers J.D. Warner as its 
first master and Dempster Wheeler eis secretary.

In the same year the Chaumont Dairymen's League was established, closely 
following that of the Five States Milk Producers Association, the first 
organization of dairymen in New York State. The object of the league was 
much li]ce that of the grange in the 1870s: to caitrol the price of goods by 
controlling its delivery to the consumer. With this basic goal in common, 
the Dairymen's League and the Chaumont Grange joined forces to build a 
ccmincxi facility, with the building owned by the league and the ipper meeting 
hall leased to the grange.

The ChaumOTTt Grange Hall and Dairymen's Leacaie Building followed the 
basic pattern for loc:al greuige and community halls of the period. The 
ground floor ^)aoe was plainly detailed and utilitarian in purpose, in this 
case serving as a clearin^ouse for the products of the league-owned farm on 
MDrris Tract Road some miles away. Milk, butter, and cheese were marketed 
directly from the building to wholesale and retail customers, thus 
eliminating the middleman. Ihe ipstairs meeting hall also resembled other 
examples in Lyme, with its elevated ceiling, raised stage, kitchen 
facilities, and matchstick board panelling (see Three Mile Bay Historic 
District. Component #12, and Union Hall. Coitponent #22); its hand-painted
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backdrop, however, is unique and indicates the popularity of the dramatic 
productions spcaisored by the grange. Another distinguishing feature of the 
building is its galvanized metal siding. As one of three metal-clad 
buildings ccaistructed in Chaumrait following the great fire of 1897, it used 
standard stock-item sheets, staiiped to simulate clapboards. The other two 
buildings, the George Brothers Building (Corcponent #5) and the Masonic Hall 
(Chaumont Historic District. #3) featured conponents possibly ordered from a 
national builder's catalogue.

After World War I, the costs of pasteurization eind other sanitation- 
related requirements forced many small dairy fanners in Lyme out of 
business, and the Dairymen's League disbanded in 1922. At that time the 
Chaumont Grange purchased and ccntinued to use the building, thou^ it and 
other granges throu^out the state also suffered from modem technology. By 
the 1940s the pressures of mechemization had brou^t an end to the small 
farm in Lyme; agriculture became a large-scale activity, requiring fewer 
farms emd fewer farmers. Too, modem means of communication had made 
cbsolete many of the traditional roles of the greinge. Like many others 
throuc^Tout the state. Orange No. 855 disbanded soon after World War II.

Ihe building stood vacant and mused until 1987, vhen it was purchased 
by John Logan, noted North Country author, who has undertaken its 
rehabilitatim for use as a museum vhile preserving its historic features.
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