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1. BDIIDING NAME(S):_
2. CXXJNTY: Jeffeirscn

Union Hall fccmponent #22)
TOWN Lyme VITJAGE Chaumont vie.

3. STREET IOCAnc»T:_____South Shore Road
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public
5. ERESENT CWNER: Ifriion Hall Co.
6. USE: Original: Meeting hall

b. private _X
AIXRESS: Point Peninsula. NY 
Present: Meeting hall_______

7. AOCESSIBUTTY TO RJBLIC: Exterior visible frem pjblic road: Yes_K No_
____ Interior accessible: Ej^jlainNo. private prop.

EESCRIPneW
8. EUIIDING a. clapboard_X b. stone_ c. brick_ d. board and batten

MATERIAL: e. ccJ±)lestcr»e_ f. shingle_ g. stucco_ other:.

9. STRUCTURAL 
SYSTEM: 

(if known)

a. wood frame with interlocking joints_
b. wood frame with light menibers_X
c. mascxiry load bearing walls__
d. metal (eiqjlain) 
e. other

10. OC»JDrnc»J: a. excellent_ b. good.J( c. fair_ d. deteriorated_
11. INTEGRITY: a. original site_ b. moved_ if so, vAien

c. list major alterations and dates (if known):
See attached item #18

12. EHOTD: See attached 13. MAP: See attached



14: THREATS TO BUILDING; a. none known_X b. zoning c. roads_
d. developers e. deterioraticn 
f. other

15. RELATED OUTBUIIDINGS AND FHDPERIY:
a. bam_ b. C2unriage hcuse_ c. garage_ 
d. privy_ e. shed_ f. greenhouse_
g. shop h. aemxiens
i. landscape features:
j. other;N/A ____________

16. SUREdUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than one if necessary)
a. open land b. woodland
c. scattered buildings_
d. densely built-up_ e. cortimercial__
f. industrial  g. residential X
h. other Take Ontario

17. INnSRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(indicate if building or stnx±ure is in an historic district)

See attached continuaticai sheets

18. OTHER NOTABIE FEATURES OF THE BUILDING AND SITE: 
(include interior features if known)

See attached ccMitinuation sheets

sKaancawoE19. DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1908

ARCHTLECT:.

BUILDER:

unknown

imknown

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL LMPORIANCE:

See attached continuation sheets

21. SOURCES; See cover document, Bibliograjiiy, Item 9

22. THEME/AREA(S) OF SIGNIFICANCE: Cominunity development, architecture 
CRITERIA: A, C
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: a. local_X b. state_ c. national__



CcxTtinuation Sheet

Town of Lyme Multiple Resource Area 
Lyme, Jefferscxi CJounty, New York

Uhion H^l

17. Ikiion Hall is situated cai the east side of the South Shore Road in the 
hamlet of Point Peninsula, in the southwestern part of the town of Lyme. 
Included in the nomination is a parcel of less than one acre of land 
historiceilly associated with the property.

The hamlet of Point Peninsula (formerly Wilcoxville) is situated midway 
on the eastern shore of Point Peninsula, a large bocty of land extending 
south into Lake Ontario, and represents the point's only historic 
concentrated settlement. Once a modest ocranercial center, it is today a 
seascxial ccranunity, composed of seme dozen cottages and houses lining the 
west side of South Shore Road and dating from the mid-nineteenth century to 
the present. Ifriicgi Hall stands in the center of the hamlet on a gently 
sloping site, facing west to and frcaiting i^xan the road. Across the road to 
the west is a combined diner/grocery store in a modem one-story building, 
the cxily commercial establishment in the hamlet. Behind the building to the 
east is a complex of ccxicrete docks, with Chaumont Bay and the peninsula of 
Pillar Point (town of Brownville) beyond. Adjoining the building to the 
soi^ is the locza fire station, housed in a small gable-front building. 
This building is the remnant of a cheese factory built nearby in 1911 and 
moved in the 1940s to vhat had been a small park adjoining Union Hall, its 
walls were then covered in asphalt shingles and an overhead garage door 
installed. Due to overall loss of integrity resulting from structural 
alterations and modem intrusions, the hamlet of Point Peninsula has no 
historic district potential.

Ccsitributing buildings: 1

18. Ifriion Hall of 1908 is a two-story three-by-five-bay gable-front building 
on a rubble limestone foundation. Its li^t wood frame is sheathed with 
novelty boards cxi its north and west walls and with conventioned clapboards 
on its south and east walls, all trimmed with narrow comerboards. Windows 
CCTitain dDuble-hung sash with six-over-six li^ts and simple molded caps and 
slightly projecting sills; typical ckx)rs are six-panelled, with three long 
over three short vertical panels. The roof line features a wide plain fascia 
bocird and simple molded comice, while the high-pitched gable roof is 
covered in standing-seam metal. Rising from the roof ridge near the east 
gable-end wall is a single brick chimney with a simple cap.

The principal (west) facade of the building centers a groxand-floor 
commercial storefront, vhich consists of a single glazed and panelled door 
flanked by paired dcuble-^iung windows, with all but one original six-light 
sash replaced by modem raie-li^t sash. Below each window pair is a series 
of fovuT molded peinels, while uniting the composition at the top is a 
denticulated comice. Above the storefront on the second floor are three 
evenly spaced single windows, boarded with plywood to prevent vandalism but 
with their original sash intact imidemeath. In the gable peak is a siren 
mounted i^xsn a small bracketed platform and connected to the fire station.
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Hie north elevation features a single panelled entrance door at the left 
comer and a single two-over-two double-hung sash window near the center. A 
metal fire escape leading from a second floor window and attached to the 
ri^t half of the wall has been removed. Above on the second floor are four 
evenly spaced single windows, also boarded with plywood but retaining their 
original sash.

The south elevation facing the firehouse is similar to the north 
elevation, except for the absence of a door towards the rear of the 
building. Ihe rear (east) elevaticai facing the water features two adjacent 
single doors to the left; the larger six-panelled door at the southeast 
comer of the building is apparently original, while the smaller four- 
panelled door to the north is a later addition. The steps or porch once 
associated with these entrances is no longer extant; parts of the limestone 
fcxindaticsn to the ri^t have also eroded away as the result of flooding. 
Above on the second floor are three more single windows, also boarded with 
plywood.

The interiors of Union Hall resemble earlier grange halls in Lyme, 
particularly the Chaumont Grange Hall & Dairymen's League Building 
(Component #6) of 1898. A large open room occupies most of the ground 
floor, with ceiling and walls finished in painted beaded boarxJs; horizontal 
boards on the upper walls are divided from a vertically laid wainscot by a 
sinple chaix rail. In the southeast comer of the room is em open kitchen 
installed in the 1930s vhen the building was wired for electricity. Ihe two 
doors cai the rear wall, now sealed, indicate that before this installation, 
a privy with its own exterior door may have stood in this comer; one still 
exists in this positicai at the grange hall in Chaumcnt.

A small cloakroom in the northeast corner of the room, with a six- 
panelled door typical of the interior, leads to a narrow stair hall parallel 
to the rear wall of the building; the hall features walls and ceiling 
panelled in matchstick tongue-and-groove beaded boards with their original 
varnish. Again a sinple molded chair rail divides the horizontal boards of 
the vpper walls from the vertically laid wainscot. A straight-run stair 
illuminated by two windows in the ujper rear wall leads to a small landing, 
with a single door on the right to the upstairs meeting hall.

Finished in the same matchstick boards as the stair hall, this meeting 
hall shares many other features in commcai with Lyme's two other examples at 
Three Mile Bay and Chaumont. Ihe roan is illuminated by three windows on 
each side wall and three more cai the far (west) wall; ^>anning the width of this wall is a raised stage some 8 inches in hei^t. Also typical is the 
hi^ ceiling, raised into part of the attic space for better ventilaticxi and 
acoustics and thus producing angled configurations between wall and ceiling. 
On the rear (east) wall is a projecting flue with stovepipe for a wood- 
burning stove, now removed from its original position in the center of the 
room, vhile in the northeast comer is a small cloakroom, also panelled in 
matchstick boards and illuminated by a single window. Among the meeting
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hall's surviving features are its v^jri^t piano, several wooden benches, and 
the four milk-glass li^t fixtures installed in the mid-1930s.

20. tfriian Hall (c. 1908) is architecturally significant as an outstanding 
intact example of a grange/meeting hall building type in the tcwn of lyme. 
largely intact aa the exterior, its characteristic interior plan survives as 
well, with an open iitilitarian space cai the grcund floor and a meeting hall 
and stage platform on the seccxid. Ccnstructed in 1908 by an incorporation 
of Point Peninsula Grange members, it exemplifies the traditional rural 
grange hall, a national building type developed after the Civil War, in its 
form, pleui, euid interior finishes.

The Naticxial Grange system, the "Order of the Patrcxis of Husbandry," was 
first organized in 1867 to restore agricultural ccxiditicaTS in the devastated 
South and to prcraote general rural welfare throu^iout the country. In 1873 
New York State adcpted the system, with a more specific goal of uniting New 
York fanners against the major railroads, vhich were charging excessive 
freight costs in fierce competition to ship Western goods to Eastern 
markets. In 1874 more than one hundred local granges were esteiblished 
throughout the state, including Grange No. 126 at Three Mile Bay (see Three 
Mile Bay Historic District. Ccnpcaient #12), the first in Lyme. Its grange 
hall of c. 1874 was to set a precedent for later grange and ccnmmity halls 
in the town.

By the 1890s the New York State Gremge was at the height of its 
popularity. Not cxily did it provide a channel thrcu^ vrtiich farmers could 
help control agriculture-related legislation and promote better rural 
education, but the grange hall served as a center of social activity. 
Virtually everyone in the community belonged to at least one of the 
organizaticxTs that met in the hall; virtually everyone attended the many 
lectures, plays, dinners, and dances held there. Thus in 1898, during the 
local hay boom engendered by the New York City hay market, two new gremges 
were organized in Lyme: Grange No. 855 at Chaumont in 1898 and Grange No. 
1030 at Point Peninsula in 1905, with local farmers N.B. Miner and F.M. 
Wiggins as its first master and secretary.

Within the next year, members of the new Point Peninsula Grange 
incorporated as the "Union Hall Company of Point Peninsula," with the aim of 
COTstructing a grange hall in the hcimlet of Point Peninsula. Each farm 
family would hold stock in the building eind profit from the revenue it 
engendered, mce its construction had been paid for. The result was Union 
Hall, completed by 1908 on the site of the old village dock. As the last 
kncwn example of its type to be ccaistructed in Lyme, the building conformed 
for the most pcurt to established patterns; its grcxmd floor space, painted 
in two shades of green, and its matchstick-panelled meeting hall, with its 
elevated ceiling and raised stage, were almost identical to those of the 
CJiaumcrtt Grange Hall (conpcHTent #6) of 1898. Its ccttinercial storefront was 
unique, however, and served to underscore the semi^xiblic nature of the
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building. It also carried on an architectural precedent set by the Three 
Mile Bay Grange Hall of c. 1874, vdiich distinguisiied the main entrance by 
the use of large flanking windows.

For a full generaticxi, Un-ion Hall served its intended purpose, hosting a 
great variety of community activities and serving as the unofficial 
community center of Point Peninsula. But by the end of World War I, the 
perfectirai of the "horseless carriage" had brought Lyme's hay boom to an 
end. At the same time, the shift in Lyme frrm an agricultural to a seascml 
econcny and the pressures of mechanization made the lot of the small farmer 
more and more difficult. Many of the point's hay farms were consolidated 
into larger operations, requiring fewer farms and fewer farmers; too, modem 
means of communication had made obsolete the traditional informational and 
entertainment roles of the grange. As the result of declining membership. 
Grange No. 1030 disbanded soon after World War II.

Since that time the ground floor space of Union Hall has been used as a 
youth recreation center, a polling place, and for li^t storage, vhile the 
v^jstairs meeting hall remains unused and virtually intact.
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OR IN LEHMAN 
COMM I SGI ON E.R
N.Y.S. OFFICE OF LARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC 
AGENCY F'UILDING 1, ALFANY, NEW YORK 12238

RE:. LYME MULTIPLE RESOURCE AREA 
UNION HALL (GRANGE NO. 1030)

i^ECEIVED
FEB0619e9
COi»llVilOoio: ,L.R

PARKS, REC. & HIS. PRES.

P REG ER V A,T I o^^ ^ ^ W
L..

DEAR C'OMMISSIOKER I.EHMAN:

SHANGRI LA OF CHAUMONT BAY, INC. IS CURRENTLY THE LONG TERM 
(IN EXCESS OF 100 YEARS) LEASEHOLDER OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY. 
THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY, THE UNION HALL CO. OF POINT
PENINSULA IS AN INACTIVE CORPORATION WITH NO OFFICERS 
ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT, THRU ACCEPTED MEANS, THE SHAREHOLDERS 
OF THE COMPANY HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL.

THE, LEASEHOLDER OBJECTS TO THE LISTING OF THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY AND ITS NOMINATION TO THE NATIONAL AND STATE
REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES.

IN ADDITION, THE LAND ON WHICH THE SUBJECT BUILDING IS
LOCATED IS Not hWNED BY THE UNION HALL COMPANY OF POINT 
PENINSULA, THE OWNER OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY, BUT RATHER IT 
IS SINGULARLY OWNED BY THE LEASEHOLDER, SHANGRI-LA OF 
CHAUMONT BAY, INC. :N THAT CAPACITY SHANGRI-LA OF CHAUMONT 
BAY !\C. OF.JECTS TO THE LISTING AND NOMINATION.

DiiGHLl NM.'"a('ENT *- 
SHANGRI-LA OF GHAUMONT BAY TNG

SWORN TO SE'^'ORE ME THIS 2 DAY 
OF FEB.RIJARY,

NfTl'AF'Y PUBLIC

p,|UPCpOM5E,JR^York

\


