


6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single Dwelling____________
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single Dwelling ____

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

Colonial

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation 
walls____

Stone
Wood

roof 
other.

Asbestos

Describe present and historic physicai appearance.

The John Jones homestead is located on the north side of 
Oregon Road in the hamlet of Van Cortlandtville, town of 
Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York (map 1). Situated in the 
northwest corner of the county, on the northern outskirts of the 
city of Peekskill, the hamlet is a suburban residential 
community. Elements of a historic village are evident at the 
crossroads of Oregon Road and Locust Avenue, and the homestead is 
in close proximity to the National Register listed St. Peter's 
Episcopal Church (1767), VanCortlandt Upper Manor House (circa 
1770;1850), and Van Cortlandtville School (circa 1810;1850). 
While the impact of modern residential construction has limited 
the area's historic district potential, these resources and the 
John Jones homestead help to preserve the rich heritage of 
historic Van Cortlandtville.

The approximately two-and-one-half acre nominated building 
lot is situated along one of the oldest roads in the area. Laid 
out in colonial times, Oregon Road follows a northeasterly 
direction parallel to Annsville Creek. The nominated land, only 
a small part of what was once a large farm, is an open and level 
clearing. It is situated on a corner created by the intersection 
of Durrin Avenue, a twentieth-century cul-de-sac, and Oregon 
Road. To the north, east and west, the John Jones homestead is 
surrounded by modern suburban residences. On the opposite side 
of Oregon Road, to the south, are the Hillside cemetery and the 
Old Van Cortlandtville cemetery associated with St. Peter's 
Church.

The extent of the original farmland, which may have 
stretched from Oregon Road to Annsville Creek, is not precisely 
known. By 1911 the farm was reduced to eighty acres, and by 1947 
this land was sold off and subdivided for suburban residential 
housing. These modern changes have destroyed the original 
setting of the homestead. Of the original farmland, the two-and- 
one-half acre nominated lot is all that remains associated with 
the house. The residence is situated near the center of the

[^See continuation sheet
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nominated property and there is a small barn (one contributing 
building) located to the north. The nominated parcel is drawn to 
coincide with the legal lot lines of this property (map 2).

The nominated building is a large, one-and-one-half story 
eighteenth-century residence with Federal style detailing. 
Constructed on a massive rubble stone foundation, this five-bay, 
rectangular, heavy timber frame building is sheathed in wood 
shingles with beaded edge corner boards. The broadly pitched 
gambrel roof is pierced by three massive brick end chimneys and 
is sheathed in replacement asbestos shingles.

The rectangular main block is built into a hill, with a full 
subsurface cellar that is exposed on the northwest corner, as a 
result of the slope. Off this corner a one-story rectangular 
wing extends out to the north. The heavy hewn timber framing of 
the wing has brick nogging on the cellar level. The appendage is 
sheathed in wood shingles and has a gable roof. The wing may 
represent an earlier dwelling that was incorporated into the late- 
eighteenth-century main block.

The front elevation of the John Jones homestead faces south. 
The one-and-one-half story, five-bay facade has four six-over-six 
double-hung sash windows with original paneled shutters on either 
side of a center entrance. The facade is sheathed in wood 
shingles, exposed seven inches to the weather. The oversized 
front door is an eight-paneled Georgian variety with ogee molding 
and box lock. The elaborate entrance includes four-pane 
sidelights and a leaded transom surmounting the door, with a 
highly detailed paneled and molded wood veneer entrance surround. 
A square stone, measuring nine feet,five inches by four feet,two 
inches, forms the base of a small porch which protects the 
entrance. Two delicate unfluted columns with simple capitals 
support a full entablature of unorthodox proportions. The hipped 
roof of the porch, covered in modern asbestos shingles, may be 
the result of a later alteration.

The gambrel roof of the front facade is pierced by three 
evenly spaced dormers. The identical dormers are narrow, gable- 
roofed, and shingled on the sides. Each has a single double-hung 
sash window in the face. The top sash in each of these windows 
is arched and has decorative tracery. While the square panes of 
the sash have been replaced, some of the small panes in the 
tracery have original crown glass.
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The east side of the John Jones residence is shingled and 
has four asymmetrically placed windows. Centered on the ridge 
line and tucked under the gable is a single attic window. This 
double-hung window is arched and has a traceried upper sash. It 
is identical to the dormer windows on the front of the house. 
The other three windows, two on the second story and one on the 
first, are all six-over-six double-hung sash. Also on this 
elevation, the brick end-wall chimney is left exposed on the 
first floor level. The exposed portion of the chimney, laid in 
an English bond pattern with alternating courses of headers and 
stretchers, has an original beaded-board surround.

The west side of the John Jones homestead includes the side 
of the main block as well as the side of the one-story western 
wing. Both are sheathed in wood shingles identical to the front 
facade. The fenestration on both side walls is unbalanced. All 
of the windows are six-over-six double-hung sash with original 
paneled shutters. A single double-hung arched window is tucked 
under the gable of the main block. This window undoubtedly 
matched the traceried window on the east side of the house; 
however, the muntins of the upper sash have been removed and 
replaced by a single pane of glass.

The slope of the hill exposes the massive stone foundation 
of the main block on the western side. A batten door with strap 
hinges leading into the basement is located near the front corner 
of the foundation wall. There are no other entrances into the 
building from this side. The stone foundation wall continues on 
the south side of the wing, but the west wall of the wing is 
constructed, at ground level, of heavy timber framing and brick 
nogging, sheathed over with wood shingles. A stone wall built of 
massive dry-laid boulders extends south from the southwest corner 
of the residence.

The rear or north side of the homestead includes the rear of 
the wing to the west and the set-back rear of the main block to 
the east. The exposed basement level of^tha- wing is sheathed iti 
clapboard. It has an old door with beaded edge wood surround. 
The first floor level of the wing is sheathed in wood shingle 
exposed fourteen inches to the weather, and has three 
asymmetrically placed windows. The short east wall of the wing, 
created by the setback of the main block, contains a six-panel 
door with ogee moldings. The rear wall of the main block has 
asymmetrical fenestration. On the first floor level there are 
two six-over-six double-hung sash windows. To the east of these
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windows a new doorway with a reproduction Dutch door has been cut 
into the rear of the house. On the second floor level, above the 
roofline of the overlapping wing, are four small, square, 
asymmetrically placed casement windows.

A porch extends along the rear of the main block. The 
support posts and roof of this porch do not appear to be 
original; however, the long stoop probably dates to the period of 
house construction. The stoop consists of massive mortared 
stones, not unlike the foundation of the house. Many of these 
stones are quite large, measuring as much as eleven by six-and- 
one-half feet.

The interior of the John Jones homestead retains a 
remarkable degree of physical integrity. The basement level of 
the northwest wing, which apparently dates earlier than the main 
block, appears to have been a kitchen at one time. It has a 
brick and stone fireplace with heavy-hewn lintel beam, a brick 
bake oven, and a stone floor constructed of flat, dry-laid, 
rough-cut stone blocks. Most of the floor stones are 
approximately three-foot square. The walls of this room are 
constructed of heavy hewn posts with brick nogging that has been 
plastered over. Since it is built into a hill, this "basement" 
room is accessible from ground level through a rear door.

The cellar of the main block has a dirt floor and foundation 
walls constructed of massive boulder stone, heavily mortared. A 
monumental (eleven foot by fifteen foot) chimney support 
constructed of these same stones consumes most of the west wall 
of the foundation. The support incorporates the fireplace in the 
basement kitchen and provides a foundation for the kitchen and 
parlor fireplaces on the first floor. On the east wall of the 
foundation is a second smaller stone mass that supports the 
fireplace of the formal parlor on the first floor.

The timber sills and floor joists-of the building's frame 
are l^ft exposed in the basement. The house was framed without 
summer beams. The floor joists extend from front to back, across 
the approximately twenty-five-foot span of the cellar. The hand- 
hewn and mill-sawn joists' are supported by an interior wall 
constructed of timber posts and brick nogging that may be of 
later construction. The two principal joists in the center, 
which support the two interior parallel walls of the house, are 
connected by a series of short tie beams. Mortise and tenon 
joints were employed.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The John Jones Homestead is located on the north side of Oregon Road in the hamlet of 
Van Cortlandtville. The boundary of the property is defined by the current legal lot 
lines of the parcel associated with the house . (See Map 2).

] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The extent of the original farm land is not known and the house is presently surrounded
by modern suburban residential developments, 
associated with the house.

The 2 7 acre lot is all that remains

H See continuation sheet
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Map 3 - Erskine Survey map of 1778-1780 showing 
the John Jones Homestead.
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Map 5 - 1911 Atlas of Westchester County. The John Jones
House is identified as the residence of Thomas Nelson.
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January 31, 1989

Hon. Orin Lehman, Commissioner 
N.Y.S. Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation
The Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Enpire State Plaza
Agency Building 1
Albany, New York 12238-0001

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

Recently, I received notification that the John Jones Homestead located at 
Oregon Road and IXirrin Avenue in Peekskill, New York has been nominated to 
the National and State Registers of Historic Places.

We, in Westchester County, are extremely proud of our history and 
architectural diversity. Therefore, the County of Westchester supports the 
nomination of the John Jones Homestead to the National Register of Historic 
Places.

Sincerely,

Andrew
County
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JL
P. O'Roxorke 
Executive
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Michaelian Office Building . White Plains, New York 10601 . 914 285-2900
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