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IDENTIFICATION Component 2
1. BUILDING NAMF.LSi- Partners Meeting House and cemetery
2. COUNTY: DutchessTOWN/(^m Wa<;hingtnn vri I AP.F- Mill brook
3. STREET LOCATION: Route 343
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public □ Ix private %„oijnd Asso
5. PRESENT OWNER: Nine Partners Burial^^ addrMs- ’ Box 662, Mi'llbrook, NY 12545
6. USE: Original: Meeting house/cemetery Pre^^^nt- Meeting house/cemetery
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes E No □

Interior accessible: Explain by appointment
DESCRIPTION
8. BUILDING a. clapboard CD b. stone CD c. brick [3 d. board and batten CD

MATERIAL: e. cobblestone □ f. shingles □ g. stucco □ other:

9. STRUCTURAL 
SYSTEM:

(if kncxvn)

a. wood frame with interlocking joints C3 (coof)
b. wood frame with light members O
c. masonry load bearing walls 2]
d. metal (explain) _____________________________
e. other______________

10. CONDITION:
11. INTEGRITY:

a. excellent □ b. good CS c. fair □ d. deteriorated □ 
a. original site C3 b. moved □ if so,when? 
c. list major alterations and dates (if known): Unknown date: narthex

partitioned from interior space.
1970s: gutters added.
1980: new roof.

12. PHOTO. 13. MAP:

(also see continuation sheet)

photos by: Neil Larson
(unless otherwise noted)
Dutchess County Historical Society 
549 Main Street, P.O. Box 88 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12602

Property boundary and U.S.G.S, 
maps attached
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14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known [2 b. zoning □ c. roads □
d. developers O e. deterioration CH
f. other:___________________________________

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY:
a. barn□ b. carriage house □ c. garage C3 c and e
d. privy □ e. shed 0 f. greenhouse □ non-contri buti ng
g. shop □ h. gardens □
i. landscape features: cemetery-contributinq
j. other: well pump, original sundi a1-contri buti no

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than one if necessary):
a. open land SI b. woodland Q
c. scattered buildings H
d. densely built-up □ e. commercial D 
f. industrial □ g. residential □
h. other:

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

See continuation sheet.

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

See continuation sheet. *

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 17Rn

ARCHITECT: funrtinn rnrriprl nut hy mppting

BUILDER: unknown

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: 

See continuation sheet.

21. SOURCES: see ColTer form. Bibliographical References #9.

22. THEME: Dutchess County Quaker Meeting Houses.
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17. mterrelation^ip of TXiilrilinry and Sc iiqs.

Located in a rural setting on the outskirts of the Village of Millbrook 
near the junction of Route 343 end Church Street in a small neighborhood 
containing both nineteenth and twentieth century structures. The meeting house 
is sited in the southeast comer of the nominated property containing nine 
acres. The cemetery, which contributes to the significance of the property, 
extends outward frm the building to the west and to the north. The front lawn 
of the property descends gently to the road on the south. The south property 
line is defined by a fence with brick entrance gates. The roninated boundaries 
conform to the origincd limits of the lot.

Contributing buildings; 1 
Structures; 1 
CSsjects; 1 
Buildings; 2 
ContributijTg sites; 1 
Non-cantributing sites; 1

18. WThaWo s of ftn’idim and site.

The Nine Partners Meeting House is a two-story gable-roofed building 
constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond on the principal (south) facade and 
cconmon on oth^ elevations. Fenestration on the first floor of the main (south) 
facade viiich is parallel to the ridge lines consists of two side-by-side units 
of a central door flanked by two windows. This pattern is identiced. to that of 
the meeting houses at Osweoo. Crum Elbow. Beekman and Stem ford. Second story 
windows are located directly above those of the first flc3or. The first floor 
openings are surmcunted by sii^pressed relieving eurches. This fenestration is 
reproducjed on the rear facade of the building. The gable ends are both pierced 
by two windows on eaoii floor. All the windows (12 over 12) have three-pcmel 
shutters. The shutters, dcors, and window sash are all pednted vhite. The two 
rear doors, intended as carriage entrances, are placed extraordinarily high in 
the wall, even with the floor level of the tcp rising bench. The interior is 
divided into two meeting spaces by a ojentral partition ccniposed of rectangular 
panelled units hung so that they can be raised or lowered in a sash fashion. A 
partitioned gallery, ocsnforming to the division of space in the first floor, 
extends from east, west and south walls. The gallery benches are tiered to 
allcw uninterrtpted vision. As was the case at Creek Meetinghouse, the open 
area created by the gallery was constructed to allow it to be closed off ty a 
plants and timb^ deck vhen not in use. Unique to Nine Partners Meeting House 
is a long, narrcw vestibule created by a board partition erected parallel to the 
front (south) wall. The space is not an original feature. The vestibule has 
doorways into each side of the ground floor meeting space and incorporates the
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entrances to the enclosures in the southeast and southwest comers containing 
two-run stairs that lead to the partitioned gallery. The location of the stairs 
in comers of the outside walls is similar to both Oblong emd Creek Meeting 
Houses. The interior wall treatment combines v^itewashed plaster walls and 
uipainted horizontal wideboard panelling. Columns within this building are 
rounded rather than chamfered as is the case in all of the other meetinghouses. 
Nine Partners Meeting Hoxise retains its original stoves and the original 
benches, arranged in the traditional canfiguraticn.

The cemetery is fairly large in relation to other burial grounds associated 
with meeting homes and encompasses approximately twelve acres and contains 
hundreds of stones. Tie earliest stones, dated in the late eighteenth century 
with the meeting house, are concentrated near to the building southwest of the 
circular roadway that approaches the south facade. The well euid pump are also in this area (the sundial is central in the driveway). As the cemetaiy emanates 
to the north and west of the meeting house, the stones become later emd more 
typical of mainstream taste in the mid and late nineteenth century. 
Nevertheless, Quaker names predominate and the trend away from the plain markers 
is evidence of the continual paradox of Quaker life and the gradual lessening of 
self-restraint as the century went on. The cemetery contains Orthodox Quadcers 
as well, who beceune more conventional in their attitudes about religion and 
life. Therefore, at a certain point, the Nine Peurtners Burial Ground becomes 
indistinguishable from most other small rural or church burial grounds of the 
period with a modest but eclectic array of Victorian grave stone types popular in the period and avadlable from local tradesmen. The undulating landsc^>e is 
distinguished by mature trees, winding roadways and well-ki^ lawns.

20. Tie Wine Itotupre ifaptinq House.
The Nine Partners Meeting House is architectiarally and historically 

significant as an cutstanding exairple of a traditional Quaker meeting house that 
recalls the growth and development of the Society of Friends in Dutchess Ccunty. 
The Nine Partners meeting is one of the oldest Quaker settlements in the 
country, having been established almost simultaneously with the first Quaker 
settlement at Oldong (c. 1740's). Nine Partners became one of the largest and 
most influential meetings in the region, spawning numerous other meetings in 
Dutchess and Orange Counties and serving as a central meeting place for Friends 
from more remote regions. The first two meeting houses at South Millbrook were 
constructed in 1745 and 1751. The present building, ccmpleted in 1780, embodies 
the distinctive characteristics of the fully developed, traditional Quaker 
meeting ho\ise form, inclxjding a balanced, symmetrically carposed primary facade 
oriented to the ridge line of the geible roof with doxible entrances on the 
exterior and a fully fenestrated, divided meeting room on the interior with 
entrances on the exterior and movable partitions, a raised platform for furing 
benches and a complement of narrow upright benches in an intact arrangement. 
Historic stoves and lifting also survive. This building is also particularly
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distinctive within the grcx?> of Dutchess County meeting hcuses for its xmusual 
large size, brick construction and refined architectural detail, all reflecting 
the prosperity of its members, vho were generally considered less detached and 
more worldly than other Friends oanraunities, and the prominent status of the 
quarterly meeting in the Quaker socied. and religious mtwork. The Nine Partners 
Meetincr House is an cttstanding exanple of Quaker architecture and dramatically 
illustrates the extent to vhich the Friends' idea of planners could be expressed 
in a highly sophisticated and powerful stylistic statement. Although 
pretentious in the local Quaker context, the building is conspicuously 
restrained. The interplay of skilled craftsmanship revealed in the precise 
masonry, the monmental scale, and the hi^ily tooled woodwork—and the stark 
absence of decoration is very effective in demonstrating the aesthetic 
legitimacy of the testimony of planners and thereby its intellectucil and moral 
legitimacy as well.

Yet the growing interaction between Friends and the rest of the world as 
witnessed in the New Partners ccnmunity led to tension within the society*

In 1828, the Society of Friends s^sarated into two grotps: HicJcsites, vho 
continued to adhere to traditional Quaker practices, euid Orthodox, who were 
influenced by nineteenth-century evangel iczd. revivals and eventually adopted 
many traditions and religious practices associated with protestant sects 
(including more highly developed churchlike architectural forms). The Nine 
Partners Meeting House was retained by Hicksibe Quakers; however, the membership 
of the meeting dwindled throu^xxct the nineteenth century. Today the building 
continues to be used by Friends for special services, thus retaining a 
continuing link with this important Qukker settlement. The adjacent cemetery 
hcis been greatly enlarged beyond its initial concentration of Friends bxirials 
and has long been maintained by a non-Quaker association; however, looal Quakers 
continued to be buried there into the twentieth century and although it has 
acquired a picturesque appearemce continues as a representation of the Quaker 
presence in the communiiy and as an appropriate setting for the meeting house.

Quedcers settled in South Millbrook, once called Mechanic, as early as the 
1740's, almost simultaneously with the Oblong Area. In 1744 the Purchase 
quarterly meeting set ip the first monthly meeting north of the Putnam Highlands 
and entitled it "Ctolong and Nine Partners." The monthly meeting thereafter met 
alternately at the two locations. The Oblong and Nine Partners Monthly Meeting 
was divided in 1769 and each became a mcaithly meeting in its own right. Nine 
Partners would later beocsne a quarterly meeting.

As a monthly and quarterly meetii^ Nine Partners became inportant within 
th,e network of Dutchess County meetings and was the "mother" of numerous other 
meetings. Meetings that were "allowed" by Nine Partners and attached to it as 
preparative meetings (eventually becoming monthly meetings in their own ri^t) 
included; Oswego, Creek, and North East in Dutchess Coxanty, New Cornwall and 
New Marlborough in Orange County; Saratoga and East Hoosick in Washington
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Coxanty; and Adolphus Town in Ontario, Canada. The connections included 
organizational assistance and si^jervision and frequently members of the '*mother" 
meeting removed to these locations. In addition to these meetings, mzuiy Nine 
Partners Friends moved from Dutchess Coxanty to other Friends' centers to the 
north and west, particularly in the Rochester area.

As was typically the case, the first Friends to aurrive in the area had 
their meetings in private hemes. The first meeting house to serve Nine Partners 
Friends was built in 1745 on six acres of land conveyed to the Meeting by Aaron 
Hed.ght. This first meeting house, constructed of logs, was replaced in 1751. 
The second meeting house burned late in 1778 and Friend began to discuss a new 
meetin^ouse. Plans were made and approval was received from the Quaurterly 
meeting to build a house forty feet by fifty feet with twenty inch vralls at an 
estimated cost of 600 pounds. At the time of the completion of the exterior, 
with no interior work done, the building had already cost 1151 pounds. Some of 
the overrun may be attributable to the inejqjerienoe of local Friends in building 
with brick.

The meeting house was ccnpleted in 1780, that date being recorded in the 
brick in the rear facade. The finished structure, estimated to be able to seat 
1,000 people, was constrxicbed mostly of local materials. All the iron work, 
including the nails, are reputed to have been made by a local smith 2md the 
bricks are sedd to have been made frem clay in the locality. The stoves vrtiich 
heated the building were cast locally and the sxmdial on the south side of the 
meeting house vras designed by Friend Jacob Willets and cast by John H. Wing.

The finished meeting house was a symbol of the prosperity and inportance of 
the Nine Pa3±ners Friends. As a monthly and quarterly meeting it was the place 
where Friends from all over the region would gather to conduct business. This 
of coxarse, necessitated the xanxisually large size of the building. It is probable, too, that the Nine Partners Friends, vho alreac^ had a r^x^tion for 
some degree of pretention, would be more them usually concerned with the 
appearance and quality of the building. While it conforms to the traditioneil 
style, it is more refined and more attention is given to detsdl.

The Nine Partners area x^as xmique in early Dutchess County Quaker history 
in that it was not remote and isolated. Adjacent to the Friends oemmunity were 
two other small commxanities that were more "worldly." Attitudes of withdrawal 
that prevailed in more rxxral Quaker coraraunities did not sxirvive intact at Nine 
Partners and Friends of this meetirg entered strongly into the business life of 
the area. Nine Partners Frieix3s such as the Harts, Lanes, and Merritts later 
moved to Poughkeepsie as it developed as the coxinty center for business and 
industry. The business success of the Nine Partners Friends led to the 
acquisition of moderate wealth and affluence, a condition that set them apart 
from the rest of the Quaker cammunity. Travelling Friends' ministers were often 
shocked at the Ixixxiry of these Friends' homes cuid warned of the dangers of 
worldliness and neglect of spiritual concerns.
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At the time of the S^jaration (1828), the meeting house was retained by the 
Hiciksites. By the late nineteenth centxiry their membership had dwindled and 
they could no longer maintciin the building and its adjoining cemetery. In 1897 
the property was transferred to the Nine Partners Burial Association who agreed 
to preserve the building "after the manner of a Friends' Meeting House, in 
present simplicity within and without." Friends have continued use of the 
building for meetings and special services and have continued to bury their dead 
in the cemetery.

A significant building no longer standing that was associated with the Nine 
Partners Meeting was the Nine Partners School. The building, a remodeled and 
enlarged store, stood to the east of the meeting house. Opened in 1796, it was 
known as one of the finest Boarding Schools in the country. Notable among the 
students who attended the Nine Partners Boarding school were Lucretia Coffin 
Mott and Daniel Anthony, the father of Sxasan B. Anthony.
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NINE PARTNERS MEETING HOUSE IN MILLBROOK: The Nine Partners 
Meeting House in the Village of Millbrook was constructed in 1780 
after the destruction by fire of the first meetinghouse. The Nine 
Partners Bo'arding School, which was associated with the meeting, 
was opened in 1796 and was long recognized as an outstanding 
institution. Oakwood School is the successor of the Nine Partners 
School now demolished.
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Dutchess County Quaker Meeting Houses 
Thematic Resources

Nine Partners Meeting House and Cemetery 
Millbrook, Dutchess County, New York

Historic setting, from: New Illustrated Atlas 
of Dutchess County, New York. Reading, PA: 
Reading Publishing House. 1R76.
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Nine Partners Meeting House and Cemetery, 
Millbrook, Dutchess County, New York
Nominated Boundaries 
Area; approximately 9 acres
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Nine Partners Meeting House 
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Dutchess County Quaker Meeting Houses Thematic Resources
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

(^^^jrSig^ture'^ the Keeper Date of Action

= = = = =
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resources:

1 C building
2 NC buildings
1 C structure
1 C object
1 C site

This information was confirmed with Kathleen LaFrank, National 
Register Director, NYSHPO, by telephone.

DISTRIBUTION:
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