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The Granville Post Office is located at 41 Main Street in the
Washington County village of Granville, New York. The building
stands on the east side of the street between Church Street and
Barkers Alley in the village's downtown business district, an area
characterized primarily by two-story commercial buildings. The
post office sits on a narrow lot with twentieth-century commercial
buildings on both the north and south and overlooks a row of com-
mercial buildings opposite on Main Street. The Granville Post
Office is set back only slightly from the street and has a narrow
strip at the front with foundation plantings, ground cover and a
flagpole. Driveways extend along the north and south sides to a
parking and maneuvering area at the rear. The building retains
its integrity to a high degree on both the interior and exterior.
This nomination includes one contributing building.

The Granville Post Office is a one-and-one-half-story, five-
bay, steel frame building on a low foundation. Exterior walls are
clad in red brick laid in common bond. The principal facade has a
low slate base and the side facades have a cast-stone base. Rec-
tangular in shape, the building extends six bays to the rear with
the four easternmost bays defining the interior workroom space and
rear mailing vestibule. The front section is surmounted by a
slate-sheathed gable roof with raised parapets on the end walls
which feature two square stacks (faux chimneys) outlined with
cast-stone coping. The rear section has a flat roof with stone
coping as does the one-bay-deep mailing vestibule. A covered
mailing platform projects from the rear.

The decorative Main Street facade is asymmetrically composed.
The round-arched entrance occupies the northwest bay and features
a red brick lintel with a marble scrolled keystone and end blocks.
The deeply recessed arched doorway consists of a coffered intrados
and a paneled reveal. Original wood glazed doors are surmounted
by a fanlight with radiating sash. Other features of the main
facade include nine-feet-high marble capped piers at either end of
the facade, a row of mezzanine level windows with metal grilles, a
boxed wood cornice supported by brackets, and a marble beltcourse
below the mezzanine level. "UNITED STATES POST OFFICE GRANVILLE
NEW YORK" is affixed in bronze letters below the beltcourse. The
three central windows of this elevation consist of splayed brick
lintels with marble keystones and sills, wood window surrounds and
nine-over-six double-hung wood sash. Mezzanine level windows are
of the casement type. A small window with four-over-four double-
hung sash defines the northeast bay.

Side elevations have twelve-light steel sash windows with
three-light pivotal sash at top and bottom on the first floor and
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nine-light windows with three-light pivotal sash on the second
floor. At the rear is a twenty-light steel sash window with
pivotal sash at the top and bottom. Side windows have chain-link
guards on the exterior which are probably original.

The Granville Post Office is entered at street level. Stairs
in the vestibule lead through double wood doors to the rectangular
public lobby which runs perpendicular to the main facade. It fea-
tures a flagstone dado to counter height around the perimeter of
the room and flagstone floors. The ceiling is finished with
plaster and has a molded cornice.

. New lockboxes have been in-
stalled and the original teller windows have been altered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Granville Post Office, constructed in 1935-6, is ar-
chitecturally significant as an intact representative example of
the federal architecture erected as part of the public works
projects initiated by the United States government during the
Great Depression. 1Its simple, yet attractive design illustrates
forms and decoration derived from American Colonial period ar-
chitecture. The Colonial Revival had become the accepted style
for most post offices as well as other federally sponsored public
architecture during the 1920's, 1930's and early 1940's. The
five-bay asymmetrical massing, steep gable roof with parapeted
ends, mezzanine level eyebrow-type windows, use of marble trim and
an elegant paneled doorway distinguish this building and set it
apart from the more typically restrained designs of New York
State's Depression-era Colonial Revival post offices. Its design
resembles that of the Hudson Falls and Dobbs Ferry Post Offices,
the only other small-scale New York post offices built during the
1930's that are distinguished by parapeted gable ends. However,
the asymmetrical composition of the Granville Post office and its
diminutive size give the building a domestic look like that of an
eighteenth-century residence. The Granville Post Office is one of
eighty New York post offices built in the 1930's and early 1940's
that represent this phase of federal design programs, that came
largely under the direction of Louis A. Simon, Supervising Ar-
chitect of the Treasury from 1933 to 1939. The Granville post
office has been well maintained and retains most of its original
integrity.

The first settlers, many of them Quakers, arrived in Gran-
ville from Vermont in 1781. At that time, the village was known
as Bishop's Corners. The first town meeting was held in 1787 and
schools, churches and stores were subsequently erected. With the
discovery of slate nearby in 1850, a vital, new influx of set-
tlers poured into the surrounding valley. Welsh, Irish, Slovak,
Jewish, Polish and Italian families came to "work the vein" and
many of their descendants still reside in the village. Head-
quarters for nearby Vermont quarries were established in Granville
in the 1870's, and the industry continues to dominate the local
economy today.
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The Granville Post Office was one of eight post offices
established in Washington County in 1797. The facility operated
from a number of locations usually rented from local businessmen
or fraternal organizations throughout the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. The present post office building was
authorized by Congress in 1931 as one of 136 new post offices and
post office extensions planned for New York State under an amend-
ment to the Public Buildings Act of 1926. This amendment was one
of many public works programs instituted in the 1930's in response
to the unemployment caused by the opset of fthe Depression. Al-
though aythorized in 1931, the Granville Post Office was not ac-
tually built until 1935-6. Construction was undertaken in December
of 1935 under a $75,000 Congressional appropriation and finished in
1936. Smythe and Company of Takoma Park, Maryland was awarded the
construction contract for the project. The new building replaced a
row of stores formerly located on the site.

The Granville Post Office is one of many post offices built
in New York State between 1933 and 1941 that have similar or iden-
tical designs by architect Louis A. Simon. The application of
common designs to post offices in different communities across the
state reflects a continued interest during these years in public
building standardization, a practice which had been initiated by
the Treasury Department as early as 1915 with the institution of a
classification system for post office construction. 1In the 1920's
and 1930's, several planned groups of post offices were erected
according to standard designs. In New York State, these range
from a group of thirteen identical modest buildings in the vil-
lages of Ticonderoga, Attica, East Rochester, Springville, Albion,
St. Johnsville, Canajoharie, Harrison, Delhi, Delmar, Lowville,
Orchard Park, and Little Valley, to grander urban post offices
such as the three in the small cities of Oneida, Norwich and Her-
kimer (all included in this thematic nomination).

Most of the post offices built in New York State during the
1930's were designed by the Office of the Supervising Architect of
the Treasury under the supervision of Louis A. Simon. Louis A.
Simon served as Supervising Architect from 1933 until 1939, but he
had been associated with the office from 1896 and held the posi-
tion of Superintendent of Architects in the office for nearly
thirty years (1905-1933). From 1915 to 1933, during the tenure of
Acting Supervising Architect James A. Wetmore, a lawyer and a
political appointee, Simon was responsible for the direction of
much of the design work. Although Simon's position was abolished
in 1939, his post office designs, such as those for Clyde and
Honeoye Falls, were used until World War II. For the most part,
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he worked in the Colonial Revival style and, on occasion, in a
restrained or more stylized classically derived style.

The Granville Post Office is a modestly scaled, but exuber-
antly detailed Colonial Revival style building. Although it had
appeared in federal design before 1920, the Colonial Revival, with
its association with America's early history, became the most pop-
ular style for post offices in the 1920's and 1930's. The Geneva
Post Office (1905-6), the earliest Colonial Revival post office in
New York State, is included in this nomination. During these
years, Georgian, Federal, and Greek Revival forms were adapted for
use on buildings serving twentieth-century needs. Details, such as
fanlights, transoms, multi-paned windows, classical columns, eagles
and cupolas, were arranged in a manner suggestive of eighteenth
and early nineteenth century architecture without being imitative
of a particular Colonial era building.

Colonial forms on the Granville Post Office include the clas-
sically inspired doorway with fanlight, multi-paned window sash
and the gable roof with double-stack end wall parapets. Other
distinguishing features of the building include a row of small
mezzanine-level windows with grilles below a bracketed cornice,
marble trim of the main facade and an elegant paneled entrance.
This building is also unusual for its five-bay asymmetrical mas-
sing, which is atypical of Depression-era post office design. 1In
New York State, only the smallest postal buildings are asym-
metrically massed, and they generally feature three bays rather
than five. Examples of these small postal buildings can be found
in the communities of Honeoye Falls, Clyde, Painted Post and
Whitehall, New York (all included in this thematic nomination).
Though the design for the Granville Post Office was not specifi-
cally duplicated on other New York State Post Offices, it does,
nevertheless, resemble a number of standard post office designs of
the 1930's which feature more exuberant Colonial Revival detail.
Two of these buildings are found in Hudson Falls and Granville,
New York (both included in the thematic nomination). As a related
group, the three buildings in Hudson Falls, Dobbs Ferry, and Gran-
ville share such common features as steep gable roofs with end
wall parapets, splayed brick lintels with keystones, molded wood
window enframements and multi-paned sash. The Hudson Falls and
Granville Post Offices also exhibit unusually decorative cornices.
The most pronounced differences among the three buildings in this
group include the asymmetrical massing of the Granville Post
Office and the arched wood cupola of the Hudson Falls Post Office.

w
The interior of the Granville Post Office is laid out in .
utilitarian fashion with no ceremonial spaces. The public lobby,
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where postal business is transacted, is rectangular in shape and modest in
' size. There is a postmaster's office to one side and a large

workroom to the rear. The space has simple, but attractive, detail

in wood, flagstone and plaster.
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"Granville Homecoming Days, " Souvenir Program, July 10-11, 1959,

New York State Historical Association. New York: A Guide to the Empire State.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1940.
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