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The main entrance to the post office Is through a modern aluminum 
vestibule which probably replaces an original vestibule. The monumental 
public lobby occupies four of the five bays of the main front and the 
three bays of the north facade. The postmaster's office and other 
offices are located along the south wall and the mall room occupies 
the remainder of this floor. The lobby has a ribbed barrel-vaulted 
celling with coffered transverse ribs. The walls are covered with 
green-veined white marble and are demarcated by pilasters from which 
the transverse arches spring. The baseboards are of green marble and 
the floors are of terrazzo with pink, grey, and white marble Insets.
The entrance to the postmaster's office has a marble surround with 
a cornice resting on carved brackets. The Art Deco style lamps date 
from the 1930s. The present screenllne, aluminum vestibule, aluminum 
and glass partitions, and lockboxes are all modern additions.
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Hall and Annex (demolished in the 1960s).

The Ithaca Post Office was a major design of Supervising Architect 
of the Treasury Department James Knox Taylor (1857-1929). Taylor was 
born in Knoxville, Illinois and studied architecture at M.I.T. and with 
Cass Gilbert. Like his teacher, Taylor did not study at L'Ecole des 
Beaux-Arts in Paris, but as with Gilbert, his work is imbued with a 
Beaux-Arts spirit. Taylor worked in St. Paul and Philadelphia before 
entering the office of the Supervising Architect in 1895. He served as 
Supervising Architect of the Treasury Department from 1897 until 1912. 
It was under his leadership that classical and Renaissance design 
became the source of federal architectural projects. Prior to 
Taylor's appointment to the Treasury, most buildings designed by the 
supervising architect's office had Ibeen in the Romanesque Revival 
style. Influenced by the teachings of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts 
in Paris, Taylor established the hegemony of classical and Renaissance 
architecture for Federal projects. This is particularly evident 
in the large number of post offices he designed all across America.
Most of these buildings were erected following the passage of the 
Public Buildings Omnibus Acts of 1902 and 1908, which allowed the 
authorization of large numbers of federal buildings under a single 
legislative bill. The Ithaca Post Office was one of eight New York 
State post offices authorized under the 1902 act. Among the other 
post offices designed by Taylor which are part of this nomination 
are those in Niagara Falls, Schenectady, Geneva, Lockport, Little 
Falls, Hudson, Penn Yan, Corning and Olean. For larger, or more 
important, cities such as Niagara Falls, Schenectady and Ithaca,
Taylor was able to use his more sophisticated designs, which are 
characterized by stone facades and elaborate ornamentation. For 
less important cities,such as Little Falls, Penn Yan and Hudson, 
he used brick for the facades and less elaborate ornamentation.

Taylor's European-inspired federal designs reflect a major current
in contemporary architecture and these works show Taylor' s ''splendid 
success in keeping abreast with the spirit of the times." The
Ithaca Post Office was modeled after one of the great buildings of 
the French Baroque period--Hardouin-Mansart's Grand Trianon at 
Versailles (1687). The Influence of the Grand Trianon is evident 
in the post office's symmetrical massing, in the use of tall 
round-arched windows with console keystones, in the presence of paired 
Ionic columns between the windows (the Grand Trianon has Ionic 
pilasters), and in the use of a roof balustrade with paneled pedestals. 
In 1935-6 a five-bay extension was added to the rear of the building 
under the direction of Louis Simon, Supervising Architect of the 
Treasury Department during this period. This extension is simpler 
than the original building, but its arched windows and piers follow 
the rhythm established on Taylor's building. The building retains its 
integrity and continues to be a monument, both to the influence of
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May 19, 1988

The Honorable John Gutenberger 
Mayor
City of Ithaca 
City Hall 
Ithaca, NY 14850

Re: Ithaca, NY 14850 - Main Post Office

Dear Mayor Gutenberger:

We are pleased to inform you that the U.S. Postal Service, in consonance 
with the New York State Historic Preservation Officer, plans to nominate 
the above referenced post office facilities to the National Register of 
Historic Places. Our nomination will be forwarded to the keeper of the 
National Register on June 20, 1988.

We would very much appreciate your endorsement to this nomination.
Please let us know if you may have any additional comments or 
recommendations at this time.

Signed by WSM

William S. Moncrief
Historic Preservation Coordinator W v ^

s#-: ■' .■

WSM/bb/0046El ''
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June 20, 1988

William S. Moncrief
Historic Preservation Coordinator
United State Postal Service
Facilities Service Center
Real Estate Division
Windsor, CT 06006-0330

Dear Mr. Moncrief:

At the regular monthly meeting held on June 11, 1988, the Ithaca 
Landmarks Preservation Commission discussed the Postal Service's 
proposal to nominate Ithaca's main post office to the National 
Register. The Commission considers this building to be one of 
the most important contributions to the DeWitt Park Historic 
District, locally designated in 1971 and listed on the National 
Register by 1978. The structure is one of the prime examples of 
Beaux Arts architecture in the city and the Commission is 
delighted with the action undertaken by your agency. We strongly 
endorse this nomination.

Sincerely,

Leslie A. Chatterton

Ithaca Landmarks Preservation Commission 

LAC/me

IBM-ILPC-PostOff.LAC

"An Equal Opportunity Employer with an Affirmative Action Program”
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June 20, 1988

William S. Moncrief
Historic Preservation Coordinator
Unites States Postal Service
Facilities Service Center
Real Estate Division
Windsor, CT 06006-0330

Dear Mr. Moncrief:

Thank you for your notification of the proposal by the Postal 
Service to nominate Ithaca's main post office to the National 
Register of Historic Places.

I strongly support the nomination and feel that this recognition 
of one of our most architecturally significant public buildings 
is especially gratifying in the year of the City of Ithaca's 
Centennial celebration.

Sincerely,

John C. Gutenberger 
Mayor
City of Ithaca

JCG/mc

IBM-ILPC-PostOff.JCG

a Celebrating . . • . . 1888 - 1988
“An Equal Opportunity Employer with an Affirmative Action Program"


