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The Herkimer Post Office is located at 135 Park Avenue on the 
corner of Prospect Street at the western edge of the commercial 
district of the Herkimer County village of Herkimer, New York.
The building is set amidst commercial, institutional, and residential 
buildings. Adjacent to the post office to the east is a nineteenth- 
century Universalist Church; next to the church is a four-story late 
nineteenth century commercial building. Behind the post office is 
a residence that had been converted for commercial use. To the 
north, across Park Avenue, is an early twentieth century four-story 
apartment building that is now an inn and restaurant; adjacent to 
the Prospect Inn is a two-story apartment house. Across Prospect 
Street are a brick church from 1873 and several residences. The 
post office is set back from the sidewalk on a modestly landscaped 
site with a flagpole and a semi-circular paved entrance patio set 
in front of the steps. There is a parking lot to the rear of the 
building. The post office retains its integrity to a high degree 
on both the exterior and interior. This nomination includes one 
contributing building.

The one-story Herkimer Post Office is faced with red brick 
laid in Flemish bond above a granite-clad foundation. The five 
central bays of the seven-bay-wide facade are faced with terra-cotta 
and terra-cotta trim appears throughout. The five bays of the 
shallow projecting central pavilion are marked by fluted Corinthian 
columns of the type used on Qreek Revival buildings. Each bay has 
a round-arched opening with multi-paned sash. The entrance in the 
central bay is placed within a swan's-neck pediment with a central 
urn. The pediment and urn are set in front of the arched window.
A short flight of stairs with original iron railing leads to the 
doors; the doors are wooden replicas of the originals that replaced 
non-historic alLiminmn doors. All of the arched openings are recessed 
mthin concave intrados. The face of each arch springs from Doric 
pilasters. The Corinthian pilasters support a full entablature 
and a balustrade which continue around to the side and part of the 
rear elevations. In the center of the frieze are the words "UNITED 
STATES POST OFFICE" flanked by rosettes. The single brick bays to 
either side of the entrance pavilion are framed by quoins. Each 
window has a splayed brick lintel, terra-cotta keystone and sill 
and each contains a twelve-over-twelve double-hung wood sash. There 
are terra-cotta panels above the windows.

The post office is in the shape of a modified T. The front 
bays of the side elevations of thenmain block, have twelve-over­
twelve double-hung sash, splayed brick lintels, and terra-cotta 
keystones, sills, and panels identical to those of the end bays 
of the front facade. Behind these windows, set back slightly on 
each side elevation, are three round-arched windows with multi-paned
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double-hung wood sash and terra-cotta keystones. At the southwest 
corner of the rear facade is a similar window. There is a two-story 
rear projection which is the same height as the main building but 
with less decorative detail and smaller windows. The covered 
loading platform is set within this projection.

The rectangular public lobby is entered through a vestibule 
with marble inner walls and marble wainscot and wood paneling on 
the lobby face. It contains original paneled doors with arched 
lights. The lobby has mottled gray marble wainscot with black 
marble baseboards. The upper walls and deeply coved ceiling are 
plaster and the floor is terrazzo bordered with black marble.
The entrance wall, the screenline wall, and the corners of the 
side walls have paired gray-veined white marble Ionic pilasters. 
These pilasters support a deep plaster entablature that is broken 
into small units by the windows. Segmental-arched vaults spring 
from the entablature along the window wall. There are cross vaults 
at each window. A heavy rectangular molding is located on the 
flat portion of the cove ceiling. The screenline is somewhat 
alterj
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The Herkimer Post Office is architecturally significant as a 
distinguished example of a Colonial Revival style public building 
in New York State. In addition to its elaborately detailed terra­
cotta and brick exterior, the building has an interior that is 
particularly grand for a post office of this scale, making it one 
of the most unusual and distinctive post offices in the state. The 
Herkimer Post Office was designed by consulting architect Ross Edgar 
Sluyter and built in 1933-4. It was authorized in 1931 as part 
of the first large-scale authorization of public buildings intended 
to alleviate unemployment caused by the Great Depression. The 
post office is very similar to two other central New York post 
offices of the same period, neither of which was designed by Sluyter, 
Oneida (1931-2) and Norwich (1932-3) (both included in the thematic 
nomination.) These three buildings, form one of the most interesting 
groups of related post offices in the state,offering a sharp contrast 
to the simple and standardized designs that characterized most 
post office buildings of this period. They are distinguished by 
their high quality materials and their more fully developed, classically 
inspired forms and decoration, especially their imposing, yet 
elegant, facades with tall arched windows and pedimented entrances.
The Herkimer Post Office is the most elaborately detailed of the 
three and the only one with its decorative details executed in terra­
cotta.

Herkimer, originally known as Stone Ridge,’ was settled in the 
1720s by Palatine Germans, The village of Herkimer, named for 
Revolutionary War hero General Nicholas Herkimer, was incorporated 
in 1807 and is the oldest village in Herkimer County. After the 
opening of the Erie Canal in 1825 and the corresponding increase in 
western grain production, Herkimer became a dairy farming center 
and it remains the commercial and industrial hub of a large 
agricultural region.

The first post office was established in Herkimer in 1798. The 
post office remained in leased quarters until the completion of the 
present building, when it moved from a site one-half block away 
at 111 Park Avenue. A post office was originally authorized for 
Herkimer in 1928, but no construction occurred. It was reauthorized
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as one of 136 New York State post office projects planned under the 1931 
amendment to the Public Buildings Omnibus Act of 1926. The Omnibus 
Act allowed Congress to authorize a large number of new buildings in 
a single bill. The 1931 amendment was one of a series of public works 
bills which were passed in an effort to alleviate the widespread 
unemployment caused by the Great Depression. Land for the new post 
office was purchased in 1932. The building, which replaces four 
houses, was begun in 1933 and completed by the spring of the following 
year. The building contract was originally let to Woodward Engineering 
Corporation of New York City, but they defaulted and the building was 
completed by the Bedford Construction Company of Utica, New York.

The architect whose name is recorded on the cornerstone is Ross 
Edgar Sluyter, about whom nothing is known. Curiously, there are two 
other central New York post offices that are virtually identical 
in their basic design to the post office at Herkimer, but they were 
not designed by Sluyter. The architect of the Oneida Post Office 
(1930-32) is not known, but it may have been designed by Louis A.
Simon,who was Superintendent of Architects in the office of the 
Supervising l^rchitect of the Treasury under the direction of Acting 
Supervising Architect James A. Wetmore. The Norwich Post Office 
(1931^32) is the work of George Ketcham of Syracuse. Sluyter and 
Ketchum were both hired as consulting architects. A 1930 amendment 
to the Public Buildings Act of 1926 permitted the Office of the 
Supervising Architect to hire outside consultants to design buildings.
This measure was planned to alleviate unemployment among architects.
The consulting architects worked under guidelines set by the Supervising 
Architect's office. Some consulting architects, such as Delano 6e 
Aldrich at Glen Cove, John V. Van Pelt at Patchogue, and Schultze &
Weaver at Scarsdale, were given extensive design leeway. Other architects 
appear to have been given far less freedom. It is probable that the 
Supervising Architect's office, with Louis A. Simon in charge of design 
work, established the basic form for these three post offices with 
the Oneida building and that Sluyter and Ketcham were required to use 
this exterior design. Their work probably consisted of preparing 
drawings and supervising construction. Sluyter may have been responsible 
for the interior of the Herkimer building, since it is quite monumental 
in comparison to most contemporary post offices. This, however, is 
not certain, since the interior design appears to be an elaboration of 
the interior form of the Oneida Post Office.

The Herkimer Post Office is an imposing Colonial Revival style 
building. Although it had appeared in federal design before 1920, the 
Colonial Revival, with its association with America's early history, 
became the most popular style for post offices in ;the 1920s and 1930s.
(The earliest Colonial Revival style post office in New York State is 
that a Geneva--built 1905-06 and included in the thematic nomination.)
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For the post offices, Georgian, Federal, and Greek Revival style forms 
were adapted for use on buildings serving twentieth-century needs. 
Details such as fanlights, transoms, multi-paned windows, classical 
colimns, eagles, cupolas, etc., were arranged in a manner suggestive 
of eighteenth and early nineteenth century architecture without being 
imitative of a particular Colonial-era building. Among the Herkimer 
Post Office's finest Colonial Revival features are stylized Corinthian 
pilasters on the exterior, Ionic pilasters on the interior, round-arched 
windows, and the entrance ,with a swan's-neck pediment with central urn.

As has been noted, the interior of the Herkimer building is quite 
unusual in the grandeur of its form and detail. The public lobby, where 
post office business is transacted, is rectangular in shape. It is 
typical in the dimensions of the room--somewhat modest, with a large 
workroom to the rear. What is unusual, is the use of sophisticated 
classical architectural forms, particularly the marble pilasters, full 
entablature, and coved ceiling with cross vaults. The interior is 
constructed with finely executed detail in marble, plaster, wood, and 
terrazzo and contains some original furniture. The Herkimer Post Office 
is one of the most imposing federal buildings of its size in New York 
State. It is in excellent repair and its lends a fitting sense of 
governmental grandeurto this Mohawk Valley community.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER 

REAL ESTATE DIVISION 
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

May 19, 1988

The Honorable Alfred A. 
Mayor
Village of Herkimer 
120 Green Street 
Herkimer, NY 13350

Manieri

Re: Herkimer, NY 13350 - Main Post Office

Dear Mayor Manieri:

We are pleased to inform you that the U.S. Postal Service, in consonance 
with the New York State Historic Preservation Officer, plans to nominate 
the above referenced post office facilities to the National Register of 
Historic Places. Our nomination will be forwarded to the keeper of the 
National Register on June 20, 1988.

We would very much appreciate your endorsement to this nomination.
Please let us know if you may have any additional comments or 
recommendations at this time.

Signed by WSM

William S. Moncrief
Historic Preservation Coordinator

WSM/bb/0046El
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120 Green Street 13350-0805 1-315-866-3303

May 25, 1988

William S. Moncrief
Historic Preservation Coordinator
United States Postal Service
Facilities Service Center
Real Estate Division
Windsor, Connecticut 06006-0330

RE: HERKIMER, NEW YORK
MAIN POST OFFICE

T E e 11 D W t.
<

MAY i 1988
i

REAL ESTATE DIVISION 
WINDSOR FSC

Dear Mr. Moncrief:

Please be advised the Village Board of Trustees for the 
Village of Herkimer endorses your plans to nominate the 
Herkimer Post Office to the National Register of Historic 
Places.

Very truly yours.

VILLAGE OF HERKIMERr

•Alfred A. Manieri 
Mayor

AAM:dar
cc: Board of Trustees


