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Parkville Station is located at 6618 20th Avenue at the cor-
ner of 67th Street in the Bensonhurst section of Brooklyn. The
building is located in a residential neighborhood, although 20th
Avenue is a modest commercial street with two- and three-story
buildings with shops on the ground floor and residences above. A
large school, P.S. 205, is located diagonally across 20th Avenue.
To the rear of the post office, on 67th Street, is a row of brick
houses. There are several synagogues in the immediate area.
There is a modern addition to the post office on the north side
along 20th Avenue which is considered non-contributing. The post
office is built on almost its entire lot. The building retains
its integrity on both the exterior and interior. The nomination
includes one contributing building.

Parkville Station, originally known at Station "Y," is a
two-story building with a flat roof and one-story rear wing that
demarcates the location of the workroom. The facades are clad
with red brick laid in common bond. The principal facade has a
projecting three-bay-wide central pavilion flanked by single-bay
wings, all set on a low granite base. The entrance and the win-
dows to either side are round-arched. Each of the windows and the
entrance fanlight originally had Gothic sash, but this has been
replaced by windows with extremely wide mullions. Each of these
arches has a modest brick surround and small limestone impost
blocks and keystones. The double doors of the entrance have been
replaced but the original metal lamps still flank it. The
windows in the end wings and the five second-floor windows all
have eight-over-eight double-hung wood sash and splayed brick lin-
tels; the first floor windows have limestone keystones. The ends
of the building and the ends of the projecting central pavilion
are marked by brick quoins. A flagpole is attached to the facade
above the entrance. A limestone beltcourse separates the first
floor from the second floor at sill level. A second beltcourse
runs above the second floor lintels. There is a simple brick
parapet with the name of the post office attached in bronze let-
ters.

The two-bay-wide side elevation on the 67th Street has rec-
tangular windows similar to those on the front facade. One of the
windows on the first floor is blind, and there is one small rec-
tangular window. The elevation on 67th Street has six bays
separated by quoin-like panels. The end bay has an arched opening
that has been closed up. In the central three bays are large win-
dows with twelve-over-twelve double-hung wood sash. A one-story
wing was added to the north side of the building in the 1970"'s.

It was designed in a manner sympathetic to the original building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Parkville Station Post Office is architecturally sig-
nificant as an intact representative example of the federal ar-
chitecture erected as part of the public works projects initiated
by the United States government during the Great Depression of the
1930's. The building is a simple two-story structure designed in
the Colonial Revival style, which had become the accepted style for
most post offices as well as for other federally sponsored public
architectural projects during the 1920's and 1930's. Parkville
Station, designed in 1935 and completed in 1937, is the work of
consulting architect Carroll H. Pratt, one of a number of private
architects hired temporarily by the Office of the Supervising Ar-
chitect of the Treasury to design post offices during the 1930's.
Pratt, a Brooklyn-based architect, also designed the Inwood Sta-
tion in Manhattan and possibly designed additional unattributed
New York State post offices. Parkville Station exhibits charac-
teristics that typify post office design of the 1930's including a
symmetrical principal facade with central entrance, steel frame
and masonry construction with brick facades, simple decoration in
limestone and brick, a standardized floor plan with public lobby
at the front and' general high quality of construction. 1In ad-
dition, the building shares features in common with most New York
City post offices including a two-story main block, low basement
and the use of the entire lot for the building mass. The overall
massing and simplified Colonial Revival style forms of the Park-
ville Station are repeated on Pratt's other documented post office
design as well as on several other New York City postal stations
that are components of the thematic nomination. These include
Metropolitan Station in Brooklyn and Knickerbocker and Plane-
tarium Stations in Manhattan.

Parkville Station is located in the Bensonhurst section of
Brooklyn. The name Parkville probably stems from the name of a
real estate subdivision in the area. Bensonhurst was largely
developed in the second and third decades of the twentieth century
as mass transit lines were completed in the southern areas of the
borough. The single-family attached and detached homes, the
two-family houses, and the small apartment buildings of the area
attracted a largely lower-middle-class and working-class popula-
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tion. The large increase in the population of Bensonhurst led to
the need for a sizable post office in the neighborhood. Designed
in 1935, Parkville Station was built in 1936-7 by Globe Building
Corporation.

Parkville Station was planned as part of the extensive
federal work projects undertaken in America in response to the
unemployment caused by the Great Depression. Almost all of the
new post offices were designed in the Colonial Revival style.
Among the other Colonial Revival post offices erected during this
period in Brooklyn are Kensington Station, Metropolitan Station,
and Flatbush Station, all components of the thematic nomination.
All of these Brooklyn buildings and most of the others built in
New York City were the work of consulting architects commissioned
to design the buildings by the Office of the Supervising Architect
of the Treasury, headed between 1933 and 1939 by Supervising Arch-
itect Louis A. Simon. A 1930 amendment to the Public Buildings
Act of 1926 permitted the Supervising Architect to hire outside
consultants. This law was passed as an effort to alleviate unem-
ployment among architects. The consulting architects were re-
quired to design within a framework established by the Supervising
Architect's Office. It is possible that the use of Colonial
Revival style forms was mandated in many cases by the Supervising
Architect, or consulting architects may have chosen this style
because of the association that it had with federal design.

Parkville Staton is the work of consulting architect Carroll
H. Pratt (1874-1958) who had worked, earlier in his career, in the
Prospect Park South Historic District (NR listed). Pratt served
as president of the American Institute of Architects and at
various times in his career was associated with the prominent ar-
chitectural firms of Cross & Cross and York & Sawyer. Pratt ap-
pears to have specialized in the design of banks and hospitals.
During World War I, he was an architect for the Emergency Fleet
Housing Corporation of the United States Shipping Board, which was
responsible for the design of planned garden suburbs. Pratt was
one of 21 architects in private practice hired for the temporary
staff of the Office of the Supervising Architect during the
expanded public buildings programs of the 1930's. Between 1934
and 1937 he worked for the office, during which time he was known
to have designed Parkville Station and Inwood Station (1935-7) in
Manhattan (included in thematic nomination).

Parkville Station is a simple, but handsome, building de-
signed in the Colonial Revival style. Although it had appeared
in federal design before 1920, the Colonial Revival, with its as-
sociation with America's early history, became the most popular
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style for post offices in the 1920's and 1930's. (The earliest
Colonial Revival style post office in New York State is Geneva,
built in 1905-06 and included in this nomination.) For the post
offices, Georgian, Federal, and Greek Revival style forms were
adapted for use on buildings serving twentieth-century needs.
Details, such as fanlights, transoms, multi-paned windows, clas-
sical columns, eagles, cupolas, etc., were arranged in a manner sug-
gestive of eighteenth and early nineteenth century architecture
without being imitative of a particular Colonial-era building. (The
exceptions to this are the post offices in Rhinebeck, Poughkeep-
sie, Hyde Park, and Wappingers Falls; see the cover document and
their respective nominations.) Among the Colonial Revival style
features of Parkville Station are the brick quoins, round-arched
windows, and splayed lintels with keystones.

The same basic form of Parkville Station, with its three-bay-
wide projecting central section, arched principal openings and two-
story main block, can be seen on several other postal stations in
New York City including Metropolitan Station in Brooklyn (1936-7),
Knickerbocker Station in Manhattan (1935-7) and Planetarium
Station in Manhattan (1936). Pratt's other post office, Inwood
Station, is basically a one-story version of the Parkville design.

The interior of the post office is laid out in a utilitarian
manner with no ceremonial spaces. The public lobby, where postal
business is transacted, is rectangular. It is entered through a
vestibule and there is a large workroom to the rear. The lobby
retains simple detailing in marble, metal, plaster, and terrazzo.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER
REAL ESTATE DIVISION
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

May 19, 1988

The Honorable Edward Koch
Mayor

City of New York

City Hall

New York, NY 10007

Re: Bronx, NY - Morrisania Station
Brooklyn, NY - Flatbush Station - Kensington Station
- Metropolitan Station - Parkville Station
Flushing, NY - Forest Hills Station - Jackson Heights Station
- Main Post Office
Jamaica, NY - Main Post Office
New York, NY - Canal Street Station - Church Street, F.0.B.
- Cooper Station - Inwood Station
- Knickerbocker Station - Lenox Hill Station
- Madison Square Station - 01d Chelsea Station
Long Island City, NY - Main Post Office

Dear Mayor Koch:

We are pleased to inform you that the U.S. Postal Service, in consonance
with the New York State Historic Preservation Officer, plans to nominate
the above referenced post office facilities to the National Register of
Historic Places. Our nomination will be forwarded to the keeper of the
National Register on June 20, 1988.

We would very much appreciate your endorsement to this nomination.
Please let us know if you may have any additional comments or
recommendations at this time.

Signed by WSM

William S. Moncrief
Historic Preservation Coordinator

WSM/bb/0046E1



LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

225 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007
553-1100

June 14, 1988

Mr. William S. Moncrief i -
Historic Preservation Coordinator bt JUN - 1988
United States Postal Service
Real Estate Division

Windsor, Connecticut 06006-0330 i

Dear Mr. Moncrief:

Your letter to Mayor Koch about nominating a number of post office
buildings to the National Register has been referred to me for
response.

The Landmarks Preservation Commission supports the listing of the

post office structures on the National Register. One of the buildings,
the Canal Street Station, is in the SoHo - Cast Iron Historic District,
a district also listed on the National Register. We believe several

of the buildings on your list are architecturally significant and merit
the protection that the National Register listing will afford them.

If I can be of any further assistance, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,
63159 6&40—14/754‘7

Joan R. Olshansky
Director of Operations
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